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TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, Your two lotus feet are so beautiful that they appear 
like two blossoming petals of the lotus flower which grows during the 
autumn season. Indeed, the nails of Your lotus feet emanate such a great 
effulgence that they immediately dissipate all the darkness in the heart of 
a conditioned soul. My dear Lord, kindly show me that form of Yours 
which always dissipates all kinds of darkness in the heart of a devotee. My 
dear Lord, You are the supreme spiritual master of everyone; therefore all 

conditioned souls covered with the darkness of ignorance can be 

enlightened by You as the spiritual master. 

PURPORT 
Lord Siva has thus described the bodily features of the Lord authori· 

tatively. Now he wants to see the lotus feet of the Lord. When a devotee 
wants to see the transcendental form of the Lord, he begins his meditation 
on the Lord's body by first looking at the feet of the Lord. Snmad­
Bhiigavatam is considered to be the transcendental sound form of the Lord, 
and the twelve cantos are divided in accordance with the transcendental 
form of the Lord. The First and Second Cantos of Srl:mad-Bhiigavatam are 
called the two lotus feet of the Lord. It is therefore suggested by Lord Siva 
that one should first try to see the lotus feet of the Lord. This also means 
that if one is serious about reading Srl:mad-Bhiigavatam, he must begin by 
seriously studying the First and Second Cantos. 

The beauty of the lotus feet of the Lord is compared to the petals of a 
lotus flower which grows in the autumn season. By nature's law, in autumn 
the dirty or muddy waters of rivers and lakes become very clean. At that 
time the lotus flowers growing in the lakes appear very bright and beautiful. 
The lotus flower itself is compared with the lotus feet of the Lord, and the 
petals are compared with the nails of the feet of the Lord. The nails of the 
feet of the Lord are very bright, as Brahma-samhitii testifies. Ananda­
cinmaya-sad-ujjvala-vigrahasya: every limb of the transcendental body of 
the Lord is made of ananda-cinmaya-sad-ujjvala. Thus every limb 
is eternally bright. As sunshine dissipates the darkness of this ma­
terial world, the effulgence emanating from the body of the Lord 
immediately dries up the darkness in the heart of the conditioned 
soul. In other words, everyone serious about understanding the transcen­
dental science and seeing the transcendental form of the Lord must first of 
all attempt to see the lotus feet of the Lord by studying the First and 
Second Cantos of Srimad-Bhiigavatam. When one sees the lotus feet of 
the Lord, all kinds of doubts and fears within the heart are vanquished. 
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In Bhagavad-glta it is said that in order to make spiritual progress, one 
must become fearless. Abhayarh sattva-sarhsuddhil;t (Bg. 16.1). Fearfulness 
is the result of material involvement. It is also said in Srimad-Bhiigavatam: 
bhayarh dvitzyabhinivesatal;t syat (Bhag. 11.2.37). Fearfulness is a creation 
of the bodily conception of life. As long as one is absorbed in the thought 
that he is this material body, he is fearful, and as soon as one is freed from 
this material conception, he becomes brahma-bhiita, or self-realized, and 
immediately becomes fearless. Brahma-bhiital;t prasanniitma (Bg. 18.54). 

Without being fearless, one cannot be joyful. The bhaktas, the devotees , 
are fearless and always joyful because they are constantly engaged in the 
service of the lotus feet of the Lord. It is also said: 

evarh prasanna-manaso bhagavad-bhak ti-yogatal;t 
bhagavat-tattva-vijiianarh mukta-sangasya fayate (Bhiig. 1.2.20) 

By practicing bhagavad-bhakti-yoga, one becomes fearless and joyful. 
Unless one becomes fearless and joyful, he cannot understand the science 
of God. Bhagavat-tattva-vijfiiinarh mukta-sangasya fayate. This verse refers 
to those who are completely liberated from the fearfulness of this material 
world. When one is so liberated, he can really understand the transcendental 
features of the form of the Lord. Lord Siva therefore advises everyone to 
practice bhagavad-bhakti-yoga. As will be clear in the following verses, by 
doing so one can become really liberated and enjoy spiritual bliss. 

It is also stated: 
orh ajiiana-timirandhasya jiianaiijana-salakaya 
cak�ur unmuitarh yena tasmai sri-gurave namal;t 

The Lord is the supreme spiritual master, and the bona fide representa­
tive of the Supreme Lord is also a spiritual master. The Lord from within 
enlightens the devotees by the effulgence of the nails of His lotus feet, and 
His representative, the spiritual master, enlightens from without. Only by 
thinking of the lotus feet of the Lord and always taking the spiritual 
master's advice can one advance in spiritual life and understand Vedic 
knowledge. 

yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve tatha gurau 
tasyaite kathita hy arthal;t prakasante mahatmana[l. (Svet. Up. 6.23) 

Thus the Vedas enjoin that for one who has unflinching faith in the lotus 
feet of the Lord, as well as in the spiritual master, the real import of Vedic 
knowledge can be revealed. 
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TEXT 53 

*«<(q4t�*'l4tltil?Af4:4t¥fttQijl( I 

qf���: �44t�J�I$!61( ll��ll 

etad rupam anudhyeyam 
titma-suddhim abhipsattim 

yad-bhakti-yogo 'bhaya-da[l 
· sva-dharmam anuti�thattim 

1091 

etat-this; rupam-form; anudhyeyam-must be meditated upon; titma­
self; suddhim-purification; abhipsattim-of those who are desiring so;yat­
that which; bhakti-yoga[l-the devotional service; abhaya-da[l-factual fear­
lessness; sva-dharmam-one's own occupational duties; anut4thattim­
executing. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, those who desire to purify their existence must always 
engage in the meditation of Your lotus feet, as described above. Those who 
are serious about executing their occupational duties and who want free­
dom from fear must take to this process of bhakti-yoga. 

PURPORT 

It is said that the transcendental name, form, pastimes and entourage of 
the Lord cannot be appreciated by the blunt material senses; therefore one 
has to engage himself in devotional service so that the senses may be 
purified and one can see the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Here, 
however, it is indicated that those who are constantly engaged in medi­
tating on the lotus feet of the Lord are certainly purified of the material 
contamination of the senses and are thus able to see the Supreme Lord eye 
to eye. The word "meditation" is very popular in this age amongst the 
common people, but they do not know the actual meaning of meditation. 
However, from Vedic literature we learn that the yog"is are always 
absorbed in meditation upon the lotus feet of the Lord. Dhyiinavasthita­
tad-gatena manasii pasyanti yam yogina[l (Bhiig. 12.13.1). This is the real 
business of the yog"is: to think of the lotus feet of the Lord. Lord Siva 
therefore advises that one who is actually serious about purification must 
engage himself in this type of meditation or in the mystic yoga system, 
which will help him not only to see the Lord within constantly but to see 
Him eye to eye and become His associate in V aikul).thaloka or Goloka 
Vrndavana. 
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The word sva-dharmam (as in sva-dharmam anuti§fhatiim) indicates that 
the system of var(lasrama-which indicates the occupational duties of the 
brahma!la, k�atriya, vaiSya and sudra and which is the perfect institution 
for humanity-must be supported by bhakti-yoga if one at all wants 
security in life. Generally people think that simply by executing the 
occupational duties of a brahma[�-a, k§atriya, vaisya or sudra, or the duty of 
a brahmacari, grhastha, vanaprastha or sannyasi, one becomes fearless or 
securely attains liberation, but factually unless all these occupational duties 
are accompanied by bhakti-yoga, one cannot become fearless. In Bhagavad­
g"itii there are descriptions of karma-yoga, jiiiina-yoga, bhakti-yoga, 
dhyana-yoga, etc., but unless one comes to the point of bhakti-yoga, these 
other yogas cannot help one attain the highest perfection of life. In other 
words, bhakti-yoga is the only means for liberation. We find this conclusion 
also in Caitanya-caritamrta in a discussion between Lord Caitanya and 
Riimiinanda Raya regarding a human being's liberation from this material 
world. In that discussion Riimiinanda Raya referred to the execution of 
var[�-iisrama-dharma, and Lord Caitanya indicated (eho bahya) that the 
var!liisrama-dharma was simply external. Lord Caitanya wanted to impress 
upon Riimananda Raya that simply by executing the duties of var(liisrama­
dharma one is not guaranteed liberation. Finally Ramiinanda Raya referred 
to the process of bhakti-yoga: sthane sthita� sruti-gatiirh tanu-viiri­
manobhifl (Bhiig. 10.14.3). Regardless of one's condition of life, if he 
practices bhakti-yoga, which begins with hearing (sruti-gatiim) the tran­
scendental messages of the Lord through the mouths of devotees, he 
gradually conquers the unconquerable God. 

God is known to be unconquerable, but one who submissively hears 
the words of a self-realized soul conquers the unconquerable. The 
conclusion. is that if one is serious about liberation, he not only should 
execute the occupational duties of var[�-asrama-dharma but should also 
engage in bhakti-yoga by beginning hearing from a realized soul. This 
process will help the devotee conquer the unconquerable Supreme Per­
sonality of Godhead and become His associate after giving up the material 
body. 

TEXT 54 

�� 'IRti¥461 ��:���If( I 
(Cfl(l��UQI fll'f� ��a'1 1�'4 f?t i=:Rf: II� \lll 

bhavan bhaktimata labhyo 
durlabha� sarva-dehinam 
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svlirlijyasyapy abhimata 
eklintenci.tma-vid-gat* 
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bhavlin-Your Grace; bhaktimata-by the devotee; labhya�-obtainable; 
durlabha�-very difficult to be obtained; sarva-dehinlim-of all other living 
entities; svlirajyasya-of the king of heaven; api-even; abhimata�-the 
ultimate goal; eklintena-by oneness; iitma-vit-of the self-realized;gati�­

the ultimate destination. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, the king in charge of the heavenly kingdom is also 
desirous to obtain the ultimate goal of life-devotional service. Similarly, 
You are the ultimate destination of those who identify themselves with 
You [ aham brahmasmi] . However, it is very difficult for them to attain 
You, whereas a devotee can very easily attain Your Lordship. 

PURPORT 

As stated in Brahma-sarhhita: vedefiU durlabham adurlabham atma­
bhaktau. This indicates that it is very difficult for one to attain the 
ultimate goal of life and reach the supreme destination, V aikuQ.thaloka or 
Goloka Vrndavana, simply by studying Vedanta philosophy or Vedic litera­
ture. However, this highest perfectional stage can be attained by the 
devotees very easily. That is th e meaning of vede�u durla�ham adurlabham 
iitma-bhaktau. The same point is confirmed by Lord Siva in this verse. 
The Lord is very difficult for the karma-yogl:s, jriiina-yogfs and dh yana-yog"i"s 
to attain. Those who are bhakti-yogl:s, however, have no difficulty at all. 
In the word svariijyasya, svar refers to Svargaloka, the heavenly planet, 
and sviiriijya refers to the ruler of the heavenly planet, Indra. Generally, 
karmis desire elevation to heavenly planets, but King Indra desires to 
become perfect in bhakti-yoga. Those who also identify themselves as 
aham brahmasmi ("I am the Supreme Brahman, one with the Absolute 
Truth.") also ultimately desire to attain perfect liberation in the V aikuQ.tha 
planets or Goloka Vrndavana. In Bhagavad-gl:ta it is said: 

bhaktyli mlim abhijlinliti 
ylivan yas casmi tattvata� 

tato mam tattvato jiiatvli 
viSate tad-anantaram 

"One can understand the Supreme Personality as He is only by devotional 
service. And when one is in full consciousness of the Supreme Lord by 
such devotion, he can enter into the kingdom of God." (Bg. 18.55) 
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Thus if one desires to enter into the spiritual world, he must try to 
understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead by practicing bhakti-yoga. 
Simply by practicing bhakti-yoga one can understand the Supreme Lord 
in truth, but without such understanding, one cannot enter the spiritual 
kingdom. One may be elevated to the heavenly planets or may realize him­
self as Brahman (aharh brahmasmi), but that is not the end of realization. 
One must realize the position of the Supreme Personality of Godhead by 
bhakti-yoga; then real perfection of life is attained. 

TEXT 55 

� §;�H1Q4'i1� ('lijjqfq � I 

�� � t�•��q IG\'le A-n .m:: 1 ���'' 

tarh duraradh yam aradh ya 
satam api durapaya 

ekanta-bhaktya ko vaiichet 
pada-miilarh vina bah* 

tam-unto You; duriiriidhyam-very difficult to worship; iiriidhya-hav­
ing worshiped; satiim api-even for the most exalted persons; duriipayii­
very difficult to attain; ekiinta-pure; bhaktyii-by devotional service; 
ka[l-who is that man; viinchet-should desire; piida-mulam- lotus feet; 
vinii-without; bahi[l-those who are outsiders. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, pure devotional service is even difficult for liberated 
persons to discharge, but devotional service alone can satisfy You. Who 
will take to other processes of self-realization if he is actually serious about 
the perfection of life? 

PURPORT 

The word satam refers to transcendentalists. There are three kinds of 
transcendentalists: the jiiiini, yogi and bhakta. Out of these three, the 
bhakta is selected as the most suitable candidate to approach the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. It is emphasized herein that only one who is out­
side devotional service would not engage in searching for the lotus feet of 
the Lord. Foolish people sometimes maintain that God may be attained in 
any way-either by karma-yoga, jiiana-yoga, dhyana-yoga, etc.-but here it 
is clearly stated that it is impossible to obtain the mercy of the Lord by 
any means but bhakti-yoga. The word duraradhya is especially significant. 
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It is very difficult to attain the lotus feet of the Lord by any method other 
than bhakti-yoga. 

TEXT 56 

q;r f.wf!'RUi \lij 1;:ffl WI� I 

tim A'o� ��"PtA� ������ 
yatra nirvi§tam arar-arh 

krtanto nabhimanyate 
visvarh vidhvarhsayan virya­

saurya-visphurjita-bhruva 

yatra-wherein; nirv4 tam arar-am-completely surrendered soul; krta­
anta�-invincible time; na abhimanyate-does not go to attack; vi§vam­
the entire universe; vidhvarhsayan-by vanquishing; virya-prowess; saurya­
influence; visphurjita-simply by expansion; bhruvii-of the eyebrows. 

TRANSLATION 

Simply by expansion of His eyebrows, invincible Time personified can 
immediately vanquish the entire universe. However, formidable Time does 
not approach the devotee who has taken complete shelter at Your lotus 
feet. PURPORT 

In Bhagavad-gita it is said that the Lord in the shape and form of death 
destroys all a person's possessions. Mrtyu� sarva-haras ciiham: "I am all­
devouring death." (Bg. 10.34) The Lord in the shape of death takes away 
everything that is created by the conditioned soul. Everything in this 
material world is subject to perish in due course of time. However, all the 
strength of time cannot hamper the activities of a devotee because a 
devotee takes complete shelter under the lotus feet of the Lord. For this 
reason only is a devotee free from formidable time. All the activities of 
the karmis and jiiiinis, which have no touch of devotional service, are 
spoiled in due course of time. The material success of the karmis is destined 
to be destroyed; similarly, the impersonal realization attained by the jiianis 
is also destroyed in the course of time. 

iiruhya krcchrerta pararh padarh tata!t 
patanty adho 'niidrta-yu�mad-anghraya!t (Bhiig. 10.2.32) 

To say nothing of the karmis, the jniinis undergo severe austerities to 
attain the impersonal brahmajyoti, but because they do not find the lotus 
feet of the Lord, they fall down again into this material existence. Unless 
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one is fully situated in unalloyed devotional service, there is no guarantee 
of liberation, even if one is elevated to the heavenly planets or to the 
impersonal Brahman effulgence. A devotee's achievement, however, is 
never lost by the influence of time. Even if a devotee cannot completely 
execute devotional service, in his next life he begins from the point where 
he left off. Such an opportunity is not given to the karmts and jiiants, 
whose achievements are destroyed. The bhakta 's achievement is never 
destroyed, for it goes on perpetually, be it complete or incomplete. This is 
the verdict of all Vedic literatures. 

sri bhagavi.in uvi.ica 
partha naiveha namutra 

vinasas tasya vidyate 
na hi kalyar-a-krt kascid 

durgatirh tata gacchati 

prapya pur-ya-krtiirh lokiin 
u�itvii siisvati{t samii� 

suctniirh srtmatiirh gehe 
yoga-bhra§to 'bhijiiyate 

"The Blessed Lord said: Son of Prtha, a transcendentalist engaged in 
auspicious activities does not meet with destruction either in this world or 
in the spiritual world; one who does good, My friend, is never overcome by 
evil. The unsuccessful yogi, after many, many years of enjoyment on the 
planets of the pious living entities, is born into a family of righteous 
people, or into a family of rich aristocracy." (Bg. 6.40-41) 

Thus if one is unable to complete the process of bhakti-yoga, he is given 
a chance in his next life to take birth in a pure family of devotees or in a 
rich family. In such families a person can have a good opportunity to 
further progress in devotional service. 

When Yamariija, the superintendent of death, was instructing his assis­
tants, he told them not to approach the devotees. "The devotees should be 
offered respect," he said, "but do not go near them." Thus the devotees 

of the Lord are not under the jurisdiction of Y amaraja. Y amanija is a repre­
sentative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and he controls the 
death of every living entity. Yet he has nothing to do with the devotees. 
Simply by blinking his eyes, Time personified can destroy the entire cosmic 
manifestation, but he has nothing to do with the devotee. In other words, 
devotional service which is rendered by the devotee in this lifetime can 
never be destroyed by time. Such spiritual assets remain unchanged, being 
beyond the influence of time. 
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TEXT 57 

� � WI � ��fwt�ct( I 
¥(t(q�ff� �iwn f�<tl�tt: ������ 

k§aruirdheniipi tulaye 
na svargarh niipunarbhavam 

bhagavat-sangi-sangasya 
martyiiniirh kimutiisi§a� 
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k§ar.a-ardhena-by half of a moment; api-even; tulaye-compare; na­
never; svargam-heavenly planets; na-neither; apunarbhavam-merging 
into the Supreme; bhagavat-the Supreme Personality of Godhead; sangi­
associate; sangasya-one who takes advantage of associating; martyiiniim­
of the conditioned soul; kimuta-what is there; iisi§a�-blessings. 

TRANSLATION 

If one by chance associates with a devotee, even for a fraction of a 
moment, he no longer is subject to attraction by the results of karma or 
jiiana. What interest then can he have in the benedictions of the demigods, 
who are subject to the laws of birth and death? 

PURPORT 

Out of three kinds of men-the karm"is, jniin"is, and bhaktas-the bhakta 
is described herein as the most exalted. Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati has 
sung: kaivalyarh narakiiyate tridasapur iikiisa-pu�piiyate (Caitanya­
candriimrta, 5). The word kaivalya means to merge into the effulgence of 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the word tridasa-pur refers to 
the heavenly planets where the demigods live. Thus for a devotee, kaivalya­
sukha, or merging into the existence of the Lord, is hellish because the 
bhakta considers it suicidal to lose his individuality and merge into the 
effulgence of Brahman. A bhakta always wants to retain his individuality 
in order to render service to the Lord. Indeed, he considers promotion to 
the upper planetary systems to be no better than a will-o'-the-wisp. 
Temporary material happiness holds no value for a devotee. The devotee 
is in such an exalted position that he is not interested in the actions of 
karma or jniina. The resultant actions of karma and jniina are so insig­
nificant to a devotee situated on the transcendental platform that he is 
not in the least interested in them. Bhakti-yoga is sufficient to give the 
bhakta all happiness. As stated in Snmad-Bhiigavatam: yayiitmii supras"idati 
(Bhiig. 1.2.6). One can be fully satisfied simply by devotional service, and 
that is the result of association with a devotee. Without being blessed by a 
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pure devotee, no one can be fully satisfied, nor can anyone understand the 
transcendental position of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

TEXT 58 

31qi�Efle��cr ��(­
�:�ijqltti�ll( I 

\a��l\lij\4�� 
��� � �Cf ������ 

athanaghanghres tava kirti-tirthayor 
antar-bahi[t-snana-vidhuta-papmanam 

bhute�v anukrosa-susattva-silinarh 
syat sahgamo 'nugraha e�a nas tava 

atka-therefore; anagha-anghrefl.-of my Lord, whose lotus feet destroy 
all inauspiciousness; tava- Your; kirti-glorification; tirthayo� - the holy 
Ganges water; anta� - within; bahi� - and outside; snana-taking bath; 
vidhiita-washed; papmanam-contaminated state of mind; bhiite§u- unto 
the ordinary living beings; anukrosa-benediction or mercy; su-sattva­
completely in goodness; silinam-of those who possess such characteristics; 
syat- let there be; sarigamaf!.- association; anugrahafl. - mercy; e�af!.-this; 
nafl.-unto us; tava- Your. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, Y our lotus feet are the cause of all auspicious things and 
the destroyer ofall the contamination of sin. I therefore beg Your Lordship 
to benedict me by the association of Your devotees, who are completely 
purified by worshiping Your lotus feet and who are so merciful upon the 
conditioned souls. I think that Your real benediction will be to allow me 
to associate with such devotees. 

PURPORT 

The Ganges water is celebrated as being able to eradicate all kinds of 
sinful reactions. In other words, when a person takes his bath in the 
Ganges, he becomes freed from all life's contaminations. The Ganges water 
is celebrated in this way because it emanates from the lotus feet of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Similarly, those who are directly in touch 
with the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and who are 
absorbed in the chanting of His glories are freed from all material contami­
nation. Such unalloyed devotees are able to show mercy to the common 
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conditioned soul. Srila V rndavana dasa 'fhiikura has sung that the devotees 
of Lord Caitanya are so powerful that each one of them can deliver a 
universe. In other words, it is the business of devotees to preach the glories 
of the Lord and deliver all conditioned souls to the platform of suddha­
sattva, pure goodness. Here the word su-sattva means suddha-sattva, the 
transcendental stage beyond material goodness. By his exemplary prayers, 
Lord Siva teaches us that our best course is to take shelter of Lord Vi��u 
and His V ai�l).ava devotees. 

TEXT 59 

;{� � �" 
�gmt� A-��� 

q�·���·ooaqm 
af.IFf� � � � � u���� 

na yasya cittarh bahir-artha-vibhramarh 
tamo-guhayarh ca visuddham avisat 

yad-bhaktiyoganugrhitam aiijasa 
munir vica§te nanu tatra te gatim 

na-never; yasya-whose; cittam-heart; bah*-external; artha-interest; 
vibhramam-bewildered; tamaft-darkness; guhayam-in the hole; ca- also; 
visuddham-purified; aviSat-entered; yat-that; b hak ti-yoga-devotional 
service;anugrhitam-being favored by;aiijasa-ha.ppily; mun*-the thought­
ful; vica§te-sees; nanu-however; tatra-there; te-Y our;gatim- activities. 

TRANSLATION 

The devotee whose heart has been completely cleansed by the process 
of devotional service and who is favored by the Bhaktidevi does not 
become bewildered by the external energy, which is just like a dark well. 
Being completely cleansed of all material contamination in this way, a 
devotee is able to understand very happily Your name, fame, form, 
activities, etc. 

PURPORT 

As stated in Snmad-Bhiigavatam: 
satiirh prasangiin mama virya-samvido 

bhavanti hrt-kar!Ja-rasiiyaniift kathii'fi. 
taj-jo�ar;tiid iisv apavarga-vartmani 

sraddhii ratir bhaktir anukrami�yati 
(Bhiig. 3.25.25) 
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Simply by the association of pure devotees one can understand the 
transcendental name, fame, quality and activities of the Supreme Per­
sonality of Godhead. SrT Caitanya Mahiiprabhu has repeatedly said: 

'siidhu-smiga ', 'siidhu-smiga '-sarva-siis tre ka ya 
lavamiitra siidhu-sange sarva-siddhi haya (Cc. Madhya 22.54) 

Simply by associating with a pure devotee, one becomes wonderfully 
advanced in Kr�J,la consciousness. Siidhu-sanga, or association with a devo­
tee, means always engaging in Kr�J,la consciousness by chanting the Hare 
Kr�J,la mantra and by acting for Kr�J,la. Specifically, chanting the Hare 
Kr�J,la mantra purifies one, and this chanting is therefore recommended by 
Sri Caitanya Mahiiprabhu. Ceto-darpa'!l-a-miirjanam: by chanting the names 
of Kr�J,la, the mirror of the heart is cleansed and the devotee loses interest 
in everything external. When one is influenced by the external energy of 
the Lord, his heart is impure. When one's heart is not pure, he cannot see 
how things are related to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. !dam hi 
viSvarh bhagaviin ivetaro (Bhiig. 1.5.20). He whose heart is purified can see 
that the whole cosmic manifestation is but the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, but he whose heart is contaminated sees things differently. 
Therefore by sat-sanga, or association with devotees, one becomes per­
fectly pure in heart. 

One who is pure in heart is never attracted by the external energy, 
which urges the individual soul to try to dominate material nature. The 
pure heart of a devotee is never disturbed when he executes devotional 
service in the form of hearing, chanting, remembering, etc. In all, there are 
nine processes one can follow in the execution of devotional service. In 
any case, a pure-hearted devotee is never disturbed. The bhakti-yoga 
process must be carried out by avoiding the ten offenses one can commit 
while chanting the mahii-mantra and the sixty-four offenses one can commit 
while worshiping the Deity. When a devotee strictly follows the rules and 
regulations, Bhaktidevi becomes very much satisfied with him, and at that 
time he is never disturbed by anything external. A devotee is also called a 
muni. The word muni means thoughtful. A devotee is as thoughtful as a 
nondevotee is speculative. The nondevotee's speculation is impure, but a 
devotee's thoughts are pure. Lord Kapila and Sukadeva Gosviimi are also 
called muni, and Vyasadeva is addressed as Mahamuni. A devotee is 
addressed as muni, or thoughtful, when he purely understands the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. The conclusion is that when one's heart is purified 
by the association of devotees and by the avoidance of the offenses com­
mitted when chanting and worshiping the Lord, the transcendental name, 
form and activities of the Lord are revealed by the Lord. 
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yatredarh vyajyate visvarh 
visvasminn avabhiiti yat 

tat tvarh brahma pararh jyotir 
iikasam iva vistrtam 

HOI 

yatra-where; idam-this; vyajyate-manifested; visvam- the universe; 
visvasmin-in the cosmic manifestation; avabhiiti-is manifested; yat-that; 
tat-that; tvam-You; brahma-the impersonal Brahman;param-transcen­
dental;jyoti[t-effulgence; iikiisam-sky; iva-like; vistrtam-spread. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, You are the impersonal Brahman which is spread every­
where, like the sunshine or the sky. And You are also the entire manifested 
universe. Indeed, You are spread all over the universe. 

PURPORT 

In Vedic literature it is said that everything is Brahman and nothing else. 
The whole cosmic manifestation rests on the Brahman effulgence. The 
impersonalists, however, cannot understand how such a huge cosmic mani­
festation can rest on a person. Thus this inconceivable power of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is not understood by the impersonalists; 
therefore they are puzzled and always denying that the Absolute Truth is 
a person. This wrong impression is cleared by Lord Siva himself, who says 
that the impersonal Brahman which is spread all over the universe is 
nothing but the Supreme Lord Himself. Here it is clearly said that the 
Lord is spread everywhere, just like the sunshine, by virtue of His Brahman 
feature. This example is very easy to understand. All the planetary systems 
are resting upon the sunshine, yet the sunshine, as well as the source of 
sunshine, are aloof from the planetary manifestations. Similarly, the sky 
or air is spread everywhere; air is within a pot, but it also touches filthy 
places and sanctified places alike. In any case, the sky is uncontaminated. 
The sunshine also touches filthy places and sanctified places, and both are 
actually produced by the sun, but in any case the sun is aloof from all 
filthy things. Similarly, the Lord exists everywhere. There are pious things 
and impious things, but in the siistras the pious things are described as the 
front of the Supreme Lord, whereas impious things are described as the 
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backside of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In Bhagavad-g"itii the 
Lord clearly says: 

mayii tatam idani sarvam 
jagad avyakta-miirtinii 

mat-sthiini sarva-bhiitiini 
na ciiham te�v avasthita� 

"By Me, in My unmanifested form, this entire universe is pervaded. All 
beings are in Me, but I am not in them." (Bg. 9.4) 

This verse explains that the Lord is spread everywhere by virtue of His 
Brahman feature. Everything rests in Him, yet He is not there. The con­
clusion is that without bhakti-yoga, without rendering devotional service 
to the Lord, even an impersonalist cannot understand the Brahma-tattva, 
the Brahman feature. In the Vediinta-siitra it is stated: athiito brahma­
jijiiiisii. This means that Brahman, Paramatma, or Parabrahman should be 
understood. In Srimad-Bhiigavatam also the Absolute Truth is described as 
the one without a second, but He is realized in three features-impersonal 
Brahman, localized Paramatma and the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the ultimate issue, and in this verse 
Lord Siva confirms that ultimately the Absolute Truth is a person. He 
clearly says: tat tvam brahma param jyotir iikiisam iva vistrtam. Here is a 
common example: a successful businessman may have many factories and 
offices, and everything rests on his order. If someone says that the entire 
business rests on such and such a person, it does not mean that the person 
is bearing all the factories and offices on his head. Rather, it is understood 
that by his brain or his energetic expansion, the business is running with­
out interruption. Similarly, it is the brain and energy of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead that carry on the complete manifestation of the 
material and spiritual worlds. The philosophy of monism, explained here 
very clearly, adjusts itself to the fact that the supreme source of all energy 
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, I<{�I).a. This is described very 
clearly. It is also stated how the impersonal feature of I<{�I).a can be under­
stood: raso 'ham apsu kaunteya 

prabhiismi sasi-siiryayo"fl. 
pra!'-ava"fl. sarva-vede�u 

sabda� khe pauru�arh nr�u 

"0 son .of Kunti [ Arjuna] , I am the taste of water, the light of the sun and 
moon, the syllable om in the Vedic mantras; I am the sound in ether and 
ability in man." (Bg. 7.8) 

In this way Kr�I.la can be understood as the mystic power in everything. 
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yo mayayedam puru-rilpayasrjad 
bibharti bhiiya� k§apayaty avikriya{l. 

yad-bheda-buddhi{l. sad ivatma-du{l.sthaya 
tvam atma-tantram bhagavan pratimahi 

1103 

ya�-one who; miiyayii- by His energy; idam-this; puru-manifold ; 

rU:payli-manifestation; asrjqt-created; bibharti-maintains; bhuya{l.-again; 
k§apayati-annihilates ; avikriya�-without being altered; yat-that ; bheda­
buddhi{l.-sense of differentiation; sat- eternal; iva-like; atma-du{l.sthaya­
giving trouble to oneself; tvam-unto You; atma-tantram-fully self­
independent; bhagavan-0 Lord, Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
pratimahi-1 can understand. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, You have manifold energies, and these energies are 
manifested in manifold forms. With such energies You have also created 
this cosmic manifestation, and although You maintain it as if it were 
permanent, You ultimately annihilate it. Although You are never disturbed 
by such changes and alterations, the living entities are disturbed by them, 
and therefore they find the cosmic manifestation to be different or sepa­
rated from You. My Lord, You are always independent, and I can clearly 
see this fact. 

PURPORT 

It is clearly explained that Lord Kf�l)a has multi-energies that can be 
grouped into three: namely the external energy, the internal energy, and 
the marginal energy. There are also different cosmic manifestations­
namely, the spiritual world and the material world-as well as different 
types of living entities. Some living entities are conditioned, and others are 
eternally free. The eternally free living entities are called nitya-mukta, for 
they never come in contact with the material energy. However, some living 
entities are conditioned in this material world, and thus they think them­
selves separated from the Supreme Lord. Due to their contact with the 
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material energy, their existence is always troublesome. Being always in 
distress, the conditioned soul considers the material energy to be very 
much disturbing. This fact is explained by a V ai�l).ava kavi, or poet: kmw 
bhuli' sei jiva aniidi-bahir-mukha/ ataeva maya tare deya samsiira-du�kha. 
When the living entity forgets the Supreme Lord and wants to enjoy him­
self independently, imitating the Supreme Lord, he is captured by the false 
notion that he is the enjoyer and is separated from the Supreme Lord. This 
material energy is therefore very much troublesome to the spiritual energy, 
the living entity, but the material energy is never troublesome to the 
Supreme Lord. Indeed, for the Supreme Lord, both material and spiritual 
energy are the same. In this verse Lord Siva explains that the material energy 
is never troublesome to the Supreme Lord. The Supreme Lord is always 
independent, but because the living entities are not independent-due to 
their false idea of becoming independently happy-the material energy is 
troublesome. Consequently the material energy creates differentiation. 

Because the Mayavadi philosophers cannot understand this, they want 
to be relieved from the material energy. However, because a Vai�l).ava 
philosopher is in full knowledge of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
he finds no disturbance even in the material energy. This is because he 
knows how to utilize the material energy for the service of the Lord. In 
the government, the criminal department and civil department may appear 
different in the eyes of the citizens, but in the eyes of the government 
both departments are one and the same. The criminal department is 
troublesome for the criminal but not for the obedient citizen. Similarly, 
this material energy is troublesome for the conditioned soul, but it has 
nothing to do with the liberated souls who are engaged in the service of 
the Lord. Through the puru§a-avatiira Maha-Vi�l}.u, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead created the whole cosmic manifestation. Simply by breathing 
out all the universes, the Lord creates and maintains the cosmic manifes­
tation as Lord Vi�J).U. Then as Sarikar�al).a, He annihilates the cosmic 
manifestation. Yet despite the creation, maintenance and destruction of 
the cosmos, the Lord is not affected. The various activities of the Lord 
must be very disturbing to the tiny living entities, but since the Lord is 
supremely great, He is never affected. Lord Siva or any other pure devotee 
can see this clearly without being blinded by bheda-buddhi, or differen­
tiation. For a devotee, the Lord is the Supreme Spirit Soul. Since He is 
supremely powerful, His various powers are also spiritual. For a devotee, 
there is nothing material, for material existence only means forgetfulness 
of th6 Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
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kriyii-kalapair idam eva yogina� 
sraddhiinvitiib- siidhu yajanti siddhaye 

bhutendriyiinta�karaflopalak§itarh 
vede ca tantre ca ta eva kovidii� 

ll05 

kriyii-activities; kaliipaib--by processes; idam-this; eva-certainly; yogi­
na�-transcendentalists; sraddhii-anvitii�-with faith and conviction; 
sadhu-properly; yajanti-worship; siddhaye-for perfection; bhuta-the 
material energy; indriya-senses; anta!t-karafla-heart; upalak�itam-sym pto­
mized by; vede-in the Vedas; ca-also; tantre-in the corollaries of the 
Vedas; ca-also; te- Your Lordship; eva-certainly; kovidii�-those who are 
experts. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, Your universal form consists of all five elements-the 
senses, mind, intelligence, false ego (which is material) and the Paramatma, 
Your partial expansion who is the director of everything. With the 
exception of the devotees, the other yogis-namely the karma-yogi and 
joana-yogi-worship You by their respective actions in their respective 
positions. It is stated both in the Vedas and in the sastras that are 
corollaries of the Vedas, and indeed everywhere, that it is only You who 
are to be worshiped. That is the expert version of all the Vedas. 

PURPORT 

In the previous verse Lord Siva wanted to see the form of the Lord 
which the devotees are always interested in. There are other forms of the 
Lord manifest in the material world, including Brahma and other demigods, 
and these are worshiped by materialistic persons. In Snmad-Bhiigavatam it 
is stated that those who desire material benefits are recommended to wor­
ship different types of demigods. 

akiima� sarva-kiimo vii mok§a-kiima udiira-dhi[t 
fivre!la bhakti-yogena yajeta puru§arh param (Bhiig. 2.3.10) 
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The devotees, the jiiiin"ls, who are known as mok�a-kiima, and the karmts, 
who are known as sarva-kiima, are all aspiring to worship the Supreme Per­
sonality of Godhead, Vi�Q.U. Even when one performs yajiias, as stated 
here (kriyii-kaliipaib-), he should always remember that the demigods are 
but agents of the Supreme Lord. Actually the worshipful Lord is Vi�Q.u, 
Yajiiesvara. Thus even when different demigods are worshiped in the Vedic 
and Tantric sacrifices, the actual goal of sacrifice is Lord Vi�Q.U. Therefore 
in Bhagavad-g"ltii it is said: 

ye 'py anya-devatii-bhaktii 
yajante sraddhayiinvitiib, 

te 'pi miim eva kaunteya 
yajanty avidhi-piirvakam 

"Whatever a man may sacrifice to other gods, 0 son of Kunti, is really 
meant for Me alone, but is offered without true understanding." 
(Bg. 9.23) 

Thus the worshipers of various demigods also worship the Supreme 
Lord, but they do so against the regulative principles. The purpose of the 
regulative principles is to satisfy Lord Vi�I).U. In the Vigm Puriil)a the 
very same thing is confirmed: 

varT}iisramiiciiravatii puru�el)a parab, pumiin 

vi�l)ur iiriidhyate panthii niinyat tat-to�a-kiiral)am (Vi�I)U P. 3.8.9) 

Here it is clearly mentioned that the karml, Fiiin"l or yogi-in fact, every­
one-worships Lord Vi�v.u if he is actually expert in knowledge of the 
Vedas and Tantras. The word kovidii� is very significant, for it indicates 
the devotees of the Lord. Only the devotees know perfectly that the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vi�Qu, is all-pervading. Within the 
material energy, He is represented by the five material elements as well as 
the mind, intelligence and ego. He is also represented by another energy, 
and all these manifestations in the spiritual and material world combined 
are but representations of the different energies of the Lord. The con­
clusion is that the Lord is one and that He is expanded in everything. This 
is understood by the Vedic version: sarvam khalv idam brahma. One who 
knows this concentrates all his energy in worshiping Lord Vi�Q.U. 

TEXT 63 
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tvam eka iidyal), puru�al), supta-saktis 
tayii rajal),-sattva-tamo vibhidyate 

mahan aham kham marud agni-viir-dharii[l. 
surar�ayo bhiita-gar-a idam yataJ:t 

1107 

tvam- Your Lordship; eka{l-one; adya{l-the original;puru§a{L-person; 
supta-dormant; sakti{l-energy; taya-by which; raja[�,-the passion energy; 
sattva-goodness; tamal),-ignorance; vibhidyate-is diversified; mahan-the 
total material energy; aham-egotism; kham-the sky; marut-the air; agni­
fire; vaJ:t-water; dhariiJ:t-earth; s ura-r�ayaJ:t-the demigods and the great 
sages; bhiita-ga[la{l -the living entities; idam-all this; yata{l-from whom. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, You are the only Supreme Person, the cause of all causes. 
Before the creation of this material world, Your material energy remains 
in a dormant condition. When Your material energy is agitated, the three 
qualities-namely, goodness, passion and ignorance-act, and as a result 
the total material energy-egotism, ether, air, fire, water, earth, and all 

the various demigods and saintly persons-becomes manifest. Thus the 
material world is created. 

PURPORT 

If the whole creation is one, that is, nothing but the Supreme Lord, or 
Vi�I)U, then why do the expert transcendentalists make such categories as 
are found in the above verse? Why do learned and expert scholars distin· 
guish between matter and spirit? In answer to these questions, Lord Siva 
says that spirit and matter are not creations of various philosophers, but 
are manifested by Lord Vi�I)U, as described in this verse: tvam eka iidyal), 
puru�a(l,. Spiritual and material categories are made possible by 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but actually there are no such dis­
tinctions for the living entities who are eternally engaged in the service of 
the Lord. There is only a material world for those who want to imitate the 
Lord and become enjoyers. Indeed, the material world is nothing but 
forgetfulness of the original Supreme Personality of Godhead, the creator 
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of everything. The distinction between matter and spirit is created by the 
sleeping energy of the Lord when the Lord wants to give some facility to 
those living entities who want to imitate the Lord in His enjoyment. It is 
only for them that this material world is created by the dormant energy of 
the Lord. For instance, sometimes children want to imitate their mother 
and cook in the kitchen, and at such a time the mother supplies them with 
some toys so that the children can imitate her cooking. Similarly, when 
some of the living entities want to imitate the activities of the Lord, this 
material cosmic manifestation is created for them by the Lord. The 
material creation is therefore caused by the Lord through His material 
energy. It is by the glance of the Lord that the material energy is activated. 
At that time the three material qualities are set into motion, and the 
material energy is manifested first in the form of the mahat-tattva, then 
egotism, then ether, then air, fire, water, and earth. After the creation, the 
living entities are impregnated in the cosmic manifestation, and they 
emerge as Lord Brahma and the seven great [�is, then as different demigods. 
From the demigods come human beings, animals, trees, birds, beasts and 
everything else. The original cause, however, is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, as verified herein-tvam eka iidya� puru�a�. This is also con­
firmed in Brahma-samhitii: 

"iSvara� parama[l. kr�rta� sac-cid-iinanda-vigraha� 
anadir iidir govinda[l. sarva-kiirarta-kiirartam 

Those who are covered by the material energy cannot understand that 
the origin of everything is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kt�J).a. 
This is summarized in the Vedanta aphorism, janmiidy asya yata[l. 
(Vediinta-siltra 1.1.2) . .Krgta also confirms this in Bhagavad-gitii: 

aham sarvasya prabhavo 
matta� sarvam pravartate 

iti matvii bhajante miim 
budhii bhiiva-samanvitii[l. 

"I am the source of all spiritual and material worlds. Everything emanates 
from Me. The wise who know this perfectly engage in My devotional 
service and worship Me with all their hearts." (Bg. 10.8) 

When Kt�.l).a says that He is the origin of everything (aham sarvasya 
prabhavo), He means that He is even the source of Lord Brahma, Lord 
Siva, the puru�a-avatiiras, the material manifestation and all the living entities 
within the material world. Actually the word prabhava (creation) only 
refers to this material world, for since the spiritual world is eternally 
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existing, there is no question of creation. In the catu1)slokT of Snmad­
Bhiigavatam, the Lord says: aham eviisam eviigre (Bhiig. 2.9.33). "I was 
existing in the beginning before the creation." In the Vedas it is also said, 
eko niiriiyal)a iis"it: "Before the creation there was only Narayar_la." This is 
also confirmed by Sarikaracarya: niiriiya'!'-a/.t paro'vyaktiit (G"itii-bhii�ya). 
"Narayar_la is transcendental to the creation." Since all the activities of 
Narayar_la are spiritual, when Narayar_la said, "Let there be creation," that 
creation was all-spiritual. The "material" only exists for those who have 
forgotten that Narayar_la is the original cause. 

mtarh sva-saktyedam anupravi§.tas 
catur-vidharh puram iitmiirhsakena 

atho vidus tam puru§arh santam antar 
bhunkte hr§"ikair madhu siira-gharh yal.t 

sntam-in the creation; sva-saktyii-by Your own potency; idam-this 
cosmic manifestation; anupravi�ta[l-entering afterwards; catu[l-vidham­
four kinds of; puram- bodies ; iitma-arhsakena-by Your own part and 
parcel; atho-therefore; vidu[l-know; tam-him; puru§am-the enjoyer; 
santam-existing; anta[l-within; bhunkte-enjoys; hnikai[l-by the senses; 
madhu-sweetness; siira-gham-honey; ya[l-one who. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, after creating by Your own potencies, You enter within 
the creation in four kinds of forms. Being within the hearts of the living 
entities, You know them and know how they are enjoying their senses. 
The so-called happiness of this material creation is exactly like the bees' 
enjoyment of honey after it has been collected in the honeycomb. 

PURPORT 

The material cosmic manifestation is an exhibition of the external 
energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but because dull matter 
cannot work independently, the Lord Himself enters within this material 
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creation in the form of a partial expansion (Paramatma), and He enters 
also by His separated parts and parcels (the living entities). In other words, 
both the living entities and the Supreme Personality of Godhead enter into 
the material creation just to make it active. As stated in Bhagavad-gitii: 

apareyam itas tv anyiirh 
prakrtirh viddhi me pariim 

jlva-bhiitiirh mahii-biiho 
yayedarh dhiiryate jagat 

"Besides this inferior nature, 0 mighty-armed Arjuna, there is a superior 
energy of Mine, which are all living entities who are struggling with 
material nature and are sustaining the universe." (Bg. 7.5) 

Since the material world cannot work independently, the living entities 
enter into the material manifestation in four different types of bodies. 
The word catur-vidham is significant in this verse. There are four types of 
living entities born within this material world. Some are born by way of an 
embryo (jariiyu-ja), by way of eggs (a'(ltja-ja), perspiration (sveda-ja), and, 
like the trees, by way of seeds (udbhij-ja). Regardless of how these living 
entities appear, they are all busy in the pursuit of sense enjoyment. 

The materialistic scientists' contention that living entities other than 
human beings have no soul is nullified herein. Whether they are born 
through an embryo, eggs, perspiration or seeds, all living entities in the 
8,400,000 species ef life are parts and parcels of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, and each therefore is an individual spiritual spark and soul. 
The Supreme Personality of Godhead also remains within the heart of the 
living entity, regardless of whether the living entity is a man, animal, tree, 
germ or microbe. The Lord resides in everyone's heart, and because all 
living entities who come to this material world do so in order to fulfill 
their desire for sense enjoyment, the Lord directs the living entities to 
enjoy their senses. Thus the Paramatmii., the Supreme Personality of God­
head, knows everyone's desires. As stated in Bhagavad-g"itii: 

sarvasya ciiharh hrdi sanniv�to 
mattaft smrtir jiiiinam apohanarh ca 

I 

"I am seated in everyone's heart, and from Me come remembrance, 
knowledge and forgetfulness." (Bg. 15.15) 

Remaining within the hearts of all living entities, the Lord bestows 
remembrance by which the living entities can enjoy certain things. Thus 
the living entities create their enjoyable honeycombs and then enjoy them. 
The example of the bees is appropriate because when bees try to enjoy 
their honeycomb, they have to suffer the bites of other bees. Because bees 
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bite one another when they enjoy honey, they are not exclusively enjoying 
the sweetness of the honey, for there is also suffering. In other words, the 
living entities are subjected to the pains and pleasures of material enjoy­
ment, whereas the Supreme Personality of Godhead, knowing their plans 
for sense enjoyment, is aloof from them. In the Upan�ads the example is 
given of two birds sitting on a tree. One bird (the jiva, or living entity) is 
enjoying the fruits of that tree, and the other bird (Paramatma) is simply 
witnessing. In the Bhagavad-g"itii the Supreme Personality of Godhead as 

Paramatma IS described as upadra�.tii (the overseer) and anumantii (the 
permitter). 

upadra§fiinumantii ca 
bhartii bhoktii mahesvara� 

paramiitmeti ciipy ukto 
dehe 'smin puru�a� para� 

"Yet in this body there is another, a transcendental enjoyer, who is the 
Lord, the supreme proprietor, who exists as the overseer and permitter, 
and who is known as the Supersoul." (Bg. 13.23) 

Thus the Lord simply witnesses and gives the living entity sanction for 
sense enjoyment. It is the Paramatma also who gives the intelligence by 
which the bees can construct a hive, collect honey from various flowers, 
store it and enjoy it. Although the Paramatma is aloof from the living 
entities, He knows their intentions, and He gives them facilities by which 
they can enjoy or suffer the results of their actions. Human society is 
exactly like a beehive, for everyone is engaged in collecting honey from 
various flowers, or collecting money from various sources and creating 
large empires for common enjoyment. However, after these empires are 
created, the bites of other nations have to be suffered. Sometimes nations 
declare war upon one another, and the human beehives become sources of 
misery. Although human beings are creating their beehives in order to 
enjoy the sweetness of their senses, they are at the same time suffering 
from the bites of other persons or nations. The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead as Paramatma is simply witnessing all these activities. The con­
clusion is that both the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the jivas 
enter into this material world. However, the Paramatma, or Supreme Per­
sonality ·of Godhead, is worshipable because He has arranged for the 
happiness of the living entity in the material world. Because it is the mate­
rial world, how.ever, no one can enjoy any kind of happiness without 
inebriety. Material enjoyment means inebriety, whereas spiritual enjoyment 
means pure enjoyment under the protection of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. 
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TEXT 65 

� � �Rtoqll'$�4ft 
Rcti� � � 4iiW.U;{: 

� ll_�(�q�r�1 
\ii;{NJ\cci�Rtt 1�'1&«: II G.��� 

sa e�a lokan ati-cart9a-vego 
vikar�asi tvarh khalu kalayana� 

bhiitiini bhutair anumeya-tattvo 
ghanavalir vayur iviiv�ahya� 

[Canto 4, Ch. 24 

sa�-that; e§a{l-this; lokan-all the planetary systems; ati-very much; 
cart9a-vega[l-the great force; vikar§asi-destroys; tvam- Your Lordship; 
khalu-however; ktilayiina[l-in due course of time; bhUttini-all living enti­
ties; bhutai�-by other living entities; anumeya-tattva[l-the Absolute 
Truth can be guessed; ghana-iivali{l. - the clouds; viiyu�-air; iva-like; 
avi§ah ya[l-unbearable. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, Your absolute authority cannot be directly experienced, 
but one can guess by seeing the activities of the world that everything is 
being destroyed in due course of time. The force of time is very strong, 
and everything is being destroyed by something else-just as one animal is 
being eaten by another animal. Time scatters everything, exactly as the 
wind scatters clouds in the sky. 

PURPORT 

The process of destruction is going on according to the law of nature. 
Nothing within this material world can be permanent, although scientists, 
philosophers, workers and everyone else are trying to make things perma­
nent. One foolish scientist recently declared that eventually life will be 
made permanent through science. Some so-called scientists are also trying 
to manufacture living entities within the laboratory. Thus in one way or 
another everyone is busy denying the existence of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead and rejecting the supreme authority of the Lord. However, the 
Lord is so powerful that He destroys everything in the form of death. As 
K{�t;ta says in Bhagavad-gitii:mrtyu[l, sarva-haras ciiham. "I am all-devouring 
death." (Bg. 10.34) The Lord is just like death to the atheists, for He takes 
away everything they accumulate in the material world. Hirat;tyakasipu, 
the father of Prahlada, always denied the existence of the Lord, and he 
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tried to kill his five-year-old boy due to the boy's unflinching faith in God. 
However, in due course of time the Lord appeared as Nrsiril.hadeva and 
killed Hirat;�yakasipu in the presence of his son. As stated in Snmad­
Bhagavatam, this killing process is natural. Jlvo j1vasya jlvanam: "One 
animal is food for another animal." (Bhag. 1.13.47) A frog is eaten by a 
snake, a snake is eaten by a mongoose, and the mongoose is eaten by' 
another animal. In this way the process of destruction goes on by the 
supreme will of the Lord. Although we do not see the hand of the Supreme 
Lord directly, we can feel the presence of that hand through the Lord's 
process of destruction. We can see the clouds scattered by the wind, 
although we cannot see how this is being done because it is not possible to 
see the wind. Similarly, although we do not directly see the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, we can see that He controls the process of 
destruction. The destructive process is going on fiercely under the control 
of the Lord, but the atheists cannot see it. 

TEXT 66 

st+I"EI�RRti�'l M;{f� I 
stW1¥i � el8(1'{ I 

�+lst+t"Et: � 

w;8fe,•;l)sftJtcms+t;{f*M ������ 
pramattam uccair iti krtya-cintaya 

pravrddha-lobharh v�aye�u lalasam 
tvam apramatta{l sahasabhipadyase 

k�ul-lelihiino 'hir ivakhum antaka{l 

pramattam-persons who are mad; uccai[t-loudly; iti-thus ; krtya-to 
be done; cintaya-by such desire; pravrddha-very much advanced; 
lobham- greediness; vi$aye$u-in the matter of material enjoyment; 
lalasam-so desiring; tvam- Your Lordship; apramatta[l- completely in 
transcendence; sahasa-all of a sudden; abhipadyase-seizes them; 
k�ut-hungry; lelihana/:1 -by the greedy tongue; ahi/:1- snake; iva- like; 
akhum-mouse; antaka�-destroyer . 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, all living entities within this material world are mad after 
planning for things, and they are always busy with a desire to do this or 
that. This is due to uncontrollable greed. The greed for material enjoyment 
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is always existing in the living entity, but Your Lordship is always alert, 
and in due course of time You strike him, just as a snake seizes a mouse 
and very easily swallows him. 

PURPORT 

Everyone is greedy, and everyone makes plans for material enjoyment. 
In his lust for material enjoyment, the living entity is described as a mad­
man. As stated in Bhagavad-gi:tii: 

prakrtel;l kriyamiir-iini 
gur-ail;l karmiir-i sarvasal;l 

ahankiira-vimuqhiitmii 
kartiiham iti manyate 

"The bewildered spirit soul, under the influence of the three modes of 
material nature, thinks himself to be the doer of activities, which are in 
actuality carried out by nature." (Bg. 3.27) 

Everything is enacted by the laws of nature, and these laws are under 
the direction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The atheists, or 
unintelligent men, do not know this. They are busy making their own 
plans, and big nations are busy expanding their empire. And yet we know 
that in due course of time many empires have come into existence and 
been destroyed. Many aristocratic families were created by the people in 
their extreme madness, but we can see that in the course of time those 
families and empires have all been destroyed. But still the foolish atheists 
do not accept the supreme authority of the Lord. Such foolish people 
unnecessarily concoct their own duties without referring to the supreme 
authority of the Lord. The so-called political leaders are busy making plans 
to advance the material prosperity of their nation, but factually these 
political leaders only want an exalted position for themselves. Due to their 
greed for material position, they falsely present themselves as leaders before 
the people and collect their votes, although they are completely under the 
grip of the laws of material nature. These are some of the faults of modern 
civilization. Without taking to God consciousness and accepting the 
authority of the Lord, the living entities become ultimately confused and 
frustrated in their planmaking attempts. Due to their unauthorized plans 
for economic development, the price of commodities is rising daily all over 
the world, so much so that it has become difficult for the poorer classes, 
and they are suffering the consequences. And due to lack of Kr�Q.a con­
sciousness, people are being fooled by so-called leaders and planmakers. 
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Consequently, the sufferings of the people are increasing. According to the 
laws of nature, which are hacked by the Lord, nothing can he permanent 
within this material world; therefore everyone should he allowed to take 
shelter of the Absolute in order to be saved. In this regard, Lord K{�l).a 
says in Bhagavad-gzta: 

bhoktaram yajna-tapasam 
sarva-loka-mahesvaram 

suhrdam sarva-bhutanam 
jnatva mam santim rcchati 

"The sages, knowing Me as the ultimate purpose of all sacrifices and 
austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods and the bene· 
factor and well-wisher of all living entities, attain peace from the pangs of 
material miseries." (Bg. 5.29) 

If one wants peace of mind and tranquility in society, he· must accept 
the fact that the real enjoyer is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The 
Lord is the proprietor of everything all over the universe, and He is the 
supreme friend of all living entities as well. By understanding this, people 
can become happy and peaceful individually and collectively. 

TEXT 67 

4M'ii�C(IiGI N:st«IRt � 
�Scc+ll'1otftf+l1'14il'1: 

Nf814U41tg�Rt 41 � 
f4;ftqqf4t �� 11�"11 

kas tvat-padabjam vijahati part{lito 
yas te 'vamana-vyayamiina-ketanal;l. 

vi.Sankayasmad-gurur arcati sma yad 
vinopapattirh manavas caturdasa 

ka�-who; tvat-Your; pada-abjam-lotus feet; vijahiiti-avoids ; pa[L{iita�­
learned; ya�-who; te-unto You; avamana-deriding; vyayamana-decreas­

ing; ketana� - this body; visankaya-without any douht; asmat-our ;guru{t ­

spiritual master, father; arcati-worships; sma-in the past; yat-that; vinii­
without; upapattim-agitation; manava[l-the Manus; caturdasa-fourteen 
in number. 
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TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, any learned person knows that unless he worships You, 
his entire life is spoiled. Knowing this, how could he give up worshiping 
Your lotus feet? Even our father and spiritual master, Lord Brahma, 
unhesitatingly worshiped You, and the fourteen Manus followed in his 
footsteps. 

PURPORT 

The word patp}ita means "a wise man."Who is actually a wise man? The 
wise man is described in Bhagavad-gitii in this way: 

bahunam janmaniim ante 
jnanaviin mam prapadyate 

viisudeva[l, sarvam iti 
sa mahatma sudurlabha[l, 

"After many births and deaths, he who is actually in knowledge sur­
renders unto Me, knowing Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. 
Such a great soul is very rare." (Bg. 7 .19) 

Thus when the wise man actually becomes wise after many births and 
whimsical attempts at self-realization, he surrenders unto the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, J<.r�Q.a. Such a mahiitmii, or learned person, knows 
that J<.r�qa, Vasudeva, is everything (viisudeva[l, sarvam iti). Learned persons 
always think that life is wasted unless they worship Lord Kr�I;J.a or become 
His devotee. Srila Rupa Gosvami also says that when one becomes an 
advanced devotee he understands that he should be reserved and perse­
verent (k�anti[l,) and that he should engage in the service of the Lord and 
not waste time (avyartha-kalatvam)_ He should also be detached from all 
material attraction (virakti[l,), and he should not long for any material 
respect in return for his activities (miina-sunyatii). He should be certain 
that K.r�I;J.a will bestow His mercy upon him (iisii-bandha/;1.), and he should 
always be very eager to serve the Lord faithfully (samutkart.thii). The wise 
man is always very eager to glorify the Lord by chanting and hearing 
(niima-giine sadii ruci[l,) and he is always eager to describe the transcendental 
qualities of the Lord (iisaktis tad-gurtiikh yiine ) . He should also be attracted 
to those places where the Lord had His pastimes (pntis tad-vasati-sthale). 
These are symptoms of an advanced devotee. 

An advanced devotee or a perfect human being who is actually wise and 
learned cannot give up his service at the lotus feet of the Lord. Although 
Lord Brahma has a long life span (4,320,000,000 years constitute twelve 
hours in a day of Brahma), Brahma is nonetheless afraid of death and con-
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sequently engaged in the devotional service of the Lord. ffi1nilarly, all the 
Manus who appear and disappear during the day of Brahma are also 
engaged in the Lord's devotional service. In Brahma's one day, fourteen 
Manus appear and disappear. The first Manu is Svayambhuva Manu. Each 
Manu lives for seventy-one yugas, each consisting of some 4,320,000 years. 
Although the Manus have such a long life span, the'y still prepare for the 
next life by engaging in the devotional service of the Lord. In this age 
human beings only live for sixty or eighty years, and even this small life 
span is gradually decreasing. Therefore it is even more imperative for 
human beings to take to the worship of the lotus feet of the Lord by 
constantly chanting the Hare Kr�J}.a mantra, as recommended by Lord 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 

trP-iid api sun'icena taror iva sah�[lunii 
amiininii miinadena k'irtan'iya� sadii hari� 

When one is engaged in devotional service, he is often surrounded by 
envious people, and often many enemies come to try to defeat him or stop 
him. This is not new in this present age, for even in the days of yore 
Prahlada Maharaja, who was engaged in the devotional service of the Lord, 
was harassed by his demonic father,HiraJ].yakasipu. The atheists are always 
prepared to harass a devotee; therefore Caitanya Mahiiprabhu suggested 
that one be very tolerant of these people. Nonetheless, one has to continue 
chanting the Hare Kr�J}.a mantra and preaching the chanting of this mantra 
because such preaching and chanting constitute the perfection of life. One 
should chant and preach about the urgency of making this life perfect in 
all respects. One should thus engage in the devotional service of the Lord 
and follow in the footsteps of previous iiciiryas, beginning with Lord 
Brahma and others. 

TEXT 68 

3I1J � ;itQI't. Q(¥U€¥1W(MQfiMI( I 
fW �'4\f.l«tfitij� �:II'\� II 

atha tvam asi no brahman 
paramiitman vipascitiim 

viSvam rudra-bhaya-dhvastam 
akutascid-bhayii gat* 

atka-therefore; tvam-my Lord, Yourself;asi-are; na�-our; brahman-
0 Supreme Brahman; paramiitman-0 Supersoul; vipaJcitiim-for the 
learned wise men; visvam-the whole universe; rudra-bhaya-being afraid 
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of Rudra; dhvastam-annihilated; akutascit-bhaya-undoubtedly fearless; 
gati�- destination. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear Lord, all actually learned persons know You as the Supreme 
Brahman and the Supersoul. Although the entire universe is afraid of Lord 
Rudra, who ultimately annihilates everything, for the learned devotees 
You are the fearless destination of all. 

PURPORT 

For the purpose of creation, maintenance and annihilation of this cosmic 
manifestation, there are three lords-Brahma, Vi�Q.U and Siva (Mahesvara). 
The material body is finished at the time of annihilation. Both the universal 
body and the small unit, the individual living entity's body, are susceptible 
to annihilation at the ultimate end. However, the devotees do not fear the 
annihilation of the body, for they are confident that they will go back 
home, back to Godhead, after the annihilation. As stated in Bhagavad-gitii.: 

janma karma ca me divyam 
evarh yo vetti tattvata� 

tyaktvii. deharh punar janma 
naiti mii.m eti so 'rjuna 

"One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and activi­
ties does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this material 
world, but attains My eternal abode, 0 Arjuna." (Bg. 4.9) 

If one strictly follows the process of devotional service, he has no fear 
of death, for he is predestined to go back home, back to Godhead. The 
nondevotees are fearful of death because they have no guarantee of where 
they are going or of the type of body they are going to get in their next 
life. The word rudra-bhaya is significant in this verse because Rudra 

·himself, Lord Siva, is speaking of "fear of Rudra." This indicates that 
there are many Rudras-eleven Rudras-and the Rudra (Lord Siva) who 
was offering this prayer to the Supreme Personality of Godhead is dif­
ferent from the other Rudras, although he is as powerful as they are. The 
conclusion is that one Rudra is afraid of another Rudra because each and 
every one of them is engaged in the destruction of this cosmic manifes­
tation. But for the devotee, everyone is afraid of Rudra, even Rudra 
himself. A devotee is never afraid of Rudra because he is always secure, 
being protected by the lotus feet of the Lord. As Sri Kr�Q.a says in 
Bhagavad-gitii.: 
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k�iprarit bhavati dharmiitmii 
sasvac-chiintirit nigacchati 

kaunteya pratijiinmi 
na me bhakta� prar-asyati 

1119 

"He quickly becomes righteous and attains lasting peace. 0 son of Kunti, 
declare it boldly that My devotee never perishes." (Bg. 9.31) 

TEXT 69 

� � � crt � iqi1�;n: I 
�4 .. iRiu;:ffl ¥�•1i:t�fit"6•'l8qu ���� u 

idarit japata bhadrarit vo 
visuddhii nrpa-nandaniift 

sva-dharmam anuti�.thanto 
bhagavaty arpitiisayiift 

idam- this; japata-while chanting; bhadram-all auspiciousness; vaft-all 
of you; visuddhiift-purified; nrpa-nandaniift-the sons of the king; sva­
dharmam- one's occupational duties; anuti�.thanta� - executing; bhagavati­
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead; arpita-given up; iisayiift­
possessing all kinds of faithfulness. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear sons of the King, just execute your occupational duty as kings 
with a pure heart. Just chant this prayer fixing your mind on the lotus feet 
of the Lord. That will bring you all good fortune, for the Lord will be very 
much pleased with you. 

PURPORT 

The prayers offered by Lord Siva are very authoritative and significant. 
Simply by offering prayers to the Supreme Lord one can become perfect, 
even though engaged in his occupational duty. The real purpose of life is 
to become a devotee of the Lord. It does not matter where one is situated. 
Whether one is a brahmar-a, kfiatriya, vaisya, sudra, American, Englishman, 
Indian, etc., one can execute devotional service anywhere and everywhere 
in the material existence simply by offering prayers unto the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. The Hare l<.t�qa mah'ii-mantra is also a prayer, for 
a prayer addresses the Supreme Personality of Godhead by His name and 
invokes good fortune by petitioning the Lord to allow one to engage in 
His devotional service. The Hare KP;lQa maha-mantra also says, "My dear 
Lord Kt�Qa, my dear Lord Rama, 0 energy of the Lord, Hare, kindly 
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engage me in Your service." Although one may be lowly situated, he can 
execute devotional service under any circumstance, as stated, ahaituky 
apratihata (Bhag. 1.2.6). "Devotional service cannot be checked by any 
material condition." Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu also recommended this 
process: 

jiiane prayasam udapasya namanta eva 
jivanti san-mukharitam bhavadiya-vartam 

sthiine sthitii[l. sruti-gatiim tanu-viin-manobhir 
ye priiyaso ]ita jito 'py asi tais tri-lokyam 

(Bhag. 10.14.3) 
One may remain situated in his own place or in his own occupational 

duty and still lend his ear to receive the message of the Lord from realized 
souls. The l<f�Q.a conscious movement is based on this principle, and we 
are opening centers all over the world to give everyone a chance to hear 
the message of Lord Kt�Q.a in order to go back home, back to Godhead. 

TEXT 70 

ricn�IWC¥ti�W �6�ct�6( I 
'l.;ifq-f ��� Qllqkitqliji(R( ll\9o II 

tam evatmanam atma-stham 
sarva-bhii.te�v avasthitam 

pujayadhvam grrwntas ca 
dhyiiyantas ciisakrd dharim 

tam-unto Him; eva-certainly; atmanam-the Supreme Soul; atma­
stham-within your hearts; sarva-all; bhiite§u-in every living being; 
avasthitam-situated ; piijayadhvam-just worship Him; grrantaft ca-always 
chanting; dhyayanta[l. ca-always meditating upon; asakrt-continually; 
harim-the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

TRANSLATION 

Therefore, 0 sons of the king, the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
Hari is situated in everyone's heart. He is also within your hearts. Therefore 
chant the glories of the Lord and always meditate upon Him continually. 

PURPORT 

The word asakrt is significant, for it means not just for a few minutes 
but continually. This is the instruction given by Lord Caitanya Mahiiprabhu 
in His Sik�a�Jaka. Kirtan"iyal;l sada haril;l. "The holy name of the Lord should 
be chanted twenty-four hours daily." Therefore in this Kt�Q.a consciousness 
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movement we request the devotees to chant at least sixteen rounds on their 
beads daily. Actually one has to chant twenty-four hours daily, just like 
Thiikura Haridasa, who was chanting the Hare Kr��a mantra 300,000 times 
daily. Indeed, he had no other business. Some of the Gosvamis like 
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami were also chanting very rigidly and also offer­
ing obeisances very rigidly. As stated in Srinivasacarya 's prayer to the 
six Gosvamis ($af}-gosviim y-a§,taka): smikh yii-piirvaka-niima-giinanatibhi[l 
kiiliivasiinikrtau. The word sankhyii-purvaka means "maintaining a numeri­
cal strength." Not only was Raghunatha dasa Gosvami chanting the holy 
name of the Lord, but he was also offering obeisances in the same prolific 
numbers. 

Because the princes were ready to enter into some severe austerity in 
order to worship the Lord, Lord Siva advised them to constantly chant 
and meditate upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is significant 
that Lord Siva personally offered his prayers to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead just as he was taught by his father, Lord Brahma. Similarly, he 
was also preaching to the princes according to the paramparii system. One 
should not only practice the instructions received from the spiritual master 
but should also distribute this knowledge to his disciples. 

The words iitmiinam iitma-stham sarva-bhute�v avasthitam are also sig­
nificant. The Personality of Godhead is the origin of all living entities. 
Because the living entities are parts and parcels of the Lord, He is the 
father of all of them. One can search out the Supreme Lord very easily 
within his heart, for He is situated in every living entity's heart. In this 
verse the process of worshiping the Lord is considered to be very easy and 
complete, for anyone can sit down anywhere and in any condition of life 
and simply chant the holy names of the Lord. By chanting and hearing, 
one automatically engages in meditation. 

8M!4<:tU I 

l({tC(P.I�<:tlt<:tU ll\9 �II 

yogiidesam upiisiidya 
dhiirayanto muni-vratiift 

samiihita-dhiyaft sarva 
etad abhyasatiidrtiift 

yoga-adesam-this instruction of bhakti-yoga; upasadya-constantly 
reading; dharayantaft-and taking within the heart; muni-vrataft-just take 
the vow of the great sages, the vow of silence; samahita-always fixed in 
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the mind; dhiya�-with intelligence; saroe-all of you; etat-this; ab h yasata­
practice; adrta�-with great reverence. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear princes, in the form of a prayer I have delineated the yoga 
system of chanting the holy name. All of you should take this important 
stotra within your minds and promise to keep it in order to become great 
sages. By acting silently like a great sage and by giving attention and 
reverence, you should practice this method. 

PURPORT 

In the ha.tha-yoga system one has to practice bodily exercises, dhyiina, 
dhiirar.ii, iisana, meditation, etc. One also has to sit in one place in a par­
ticular posture and concentrate his gaze on the tip of the nose. There are 
so many rules and regulations for the ha.tha-yoga system that it is 
practically impossible to perform it in this age. The alternative system of 
bhakti-yoga is very easy not only in this age but in others as well, for this 
yoga system was advocated long ago by Lord Siva when he advised the 
princes, the sons of Maharaja Pracinabarhi�at. The bhakti-yoga system is 
not newly introduced, for even five thousand years ago Lord Kr�l).a 
recommended this bhakti-yoga as the topmost yoga. As K.r�IJa tells Arjuna 
in Bhagavad-gitii: 

yoginam api saroe�iirh 
mad-gateniintariitmanii 

sraddhiivan bhajate yo miirh 
sa me yuktatamo mata� 

"Of all yogis, he who always abides in Me with great faith, worshiping Me 
in transcendental loving service, is most intimately united with Me in yoga 
and is the highest of all." (Bg. 6.4 7) 

In other words, this system of bhakti-yoga has been existing from time 
immemorial and is now continuing in this K.r�IJa consciousness movement. 

The word muni-vratiil). is significant in this regard because those who are 
interested in advancing in spiritual life must be silent. Silence means talking 
only of Krfir-a-kathii. This is the silence of Maharaja Ambari�a: 

sa vai mana!). krfir-a-padiiravindayor 
vaciirhsi vaikur.tha-gur.iinuvarr.ane 

"King Ambari�a always fixed his mind on the lotus feet of the Lord and 
talked of Him only." (Bhiig. 9.4.18) We should also take this opportunity 
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in life to become as good as a great saint simply by not talking unneces­
sarily with unwanted persons. We should either talk of l<.t�I.J.a or chant 
Hare l<.t�I.J.a undeviatingly. This is called muni-vrata. The intelligence 
(samiihita-dhiya"tt) must be very sharp and should always be acting in l<.t�I.J.a 
consciousness. The words etad abhyasatiidrtii� indicate that if one takes 
these instructions from a spiritual master with great reverence (iidrta) and 
practices them accordingly, he will find this bhakti-yoga process to be very, 
very easy. 

TEXT 72 

� ���14t � A'�qflm: I 

t*il�'11¥41€+1il1Rf .: 4Rt@61( 11"'�11 

idam aha puriismiikam 
.bhagaviin viSvasrk-pati� 

bhrgv-iidiniim iitma-jiiniim 
sisrk§u{l, samsisrk§atiim 

idam-this; iiha-said; purii-formerly; asmiikam-unto us; bhagaviin- the 
lord; visva-srk-the creators of the universe; pat*-master; bhrgu-iidiniim­
of the great sages headed by Bhrgu; iitma-jiiniim-of his sons; sisrk§u�­
desirous to create; sarhsisrk§atiim-who are in charge of creation. 

TRANSLATION 

This prayer was first spoken to us by Lord Brahma, the master of all 

creators. The creat-ors, headed by Bhrgu, were instructed in these prayers 
because they wanted to create. 

PURPORT 

Lord Brahma was created by Lord Vi�I.J.u; then Lord Brahma created 
Lord Siva and other great sages headed by Bhrgu Muni. These great sages 
included Bhrgu, Marici, A.treya, Vasi��ha and others. All these great sages 
were in charge of creating population. Since there were not very many 
living entities in the beginning, Vi�QU entrusted Brahma with the business 
of creation, and Brahma in his turn created many hundreds and thousands 
of demigods and great sages to continue with the creation. At the same 
time, Lord Brahma cautioned all his sons and disciples by reciting the 
prayers now recited by Lord Siva. The material creation means material 
engagement, but material engagements can be counteracted if we always 
remember our relationship with the Lord as that relationship is described 
in these prayers recited by Lord Siva. In this way we can remain constantly 
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in touch with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus despite our 
engagement in the creation, we cannot be deviated from the path of Kf�J)a 
consciousness. The Kf�J)a consciousness movement is especially meant for 
this purpose. In this material world everyone is engaged in some particular 
occupational duty which is prescribed in the varrtiisrama-dharma. 
Briihmartas, k§atriyas, vaisyas, siidras and everyone are engaged in their 
occupational duty, but if one remembers his first duty-keeping in constant 
contact with the Supreme Personality of Godhead -everything will be 
successful. If one simply executes the rules and regulations of the 
var[liisrama-dharma in the role of a briihma[la, k§atriya, vaisya, sudra, and 
keeps busy and does not remember one's eternal relationship with the Lord, 
one's business and activities as well as occupational duties will simply be 
a waste of time. This is confirmed in the First Canto of Srimad-Bhiigavatam: 

dharma� svanu§.thita� pumsiim vi�vaksena-kathiisu ya� 
notpiidayed yadi ratim srama eva hi kevalam (Bhiig. 1.2.8) 

The conclusion is that even if one is busy executing his occupational 
duty, his business in Kr�J)a consciousness need not be hampered. He has 
simply to execute the devotional service of sravartarit k"irtanam-hearing, 
chanting, and remembering. One need not abandon his occupational duty. 
As stated in Bhagavad-g"itii: 

yata� pravrttir bhiitiiniim 
yena sarvam idam tatam 

sva-karmartii tam abh yarcya 
siddhim vindati miinava� 

"By worship of the Lord-who is the source of all beings and who is 
all-pervading-man can, in the performance of his own duty, attain 
perfection." (Bg. 18.46) 

Thus one can continue with his occupational duty, but if he worships 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead as Lord Siva herein prescribes, he 
attains his perfection of life. Svanu�thitasya dharmasya samsiddhir hari­
to§a!lam (Bhiig. 1.2.13). We should continue executing our occupational 
duties, but if we try to satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead by our 
duties, then our lives will be perfected. 

TEXT 73 
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te vayam nodita[l sarve 
pra]a-sarge prajesvara[l 

anena dhvasta-tamasa[l 
sisrk�mo vividha[l praja[l 

1125 

te- by him; vayam-all of us; noditalt-ordered; sarve-all; praja-sarge-at 
the time of creating population; praja-Tsvara[l-the controllers of all living 
entities; anena-by this; dhvasta-tamasalt-being freed from all kinds of 
ignorance; sisrk�malt-we created; vividha[l-various kinds of;prajiilt-living 
entities. 

TRANSLATION 

When all Prajapatis were ordered to create by Lord Brahma, we chanted 
these prayers in praise of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and became 
completely free from all ignorance. Thus we were able to create different 
types of living entities. 

PURPORT 

In this verse we can understand that the various types of living entities 
were created simultaneously at the very beginning of the creation. The 
nonsensical Darwinian theory of evolution is not applicable here. It is not 
that intelligent human beings did not exist millions of years ago. On the 
contrary, it is understood that the most intelligent creature, Lord Brahm a, 

was first created. Then Lord Brahma created other saintly sages like Marici, 
Bhrgu, Atreya, Vasi�tha, Lord Siva and others. They in their turn created 
different types of bodies according to karma. In Sr"imad-Bhiigavatam Lord 
Kapiladeva told His mother that the living entity gets a particular type of 
body in accordance to his work and that this body is decided upon by 
higher authorities. The higher authorities, as appointed by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, are Lord Brahmii. and all other Prajapatis and 
Manus. Thus from the beginning of creation it can be seen that the first 
creature is the most intelligent. It is not that so·called modern intelligence 
has developed by the gradual process of evolution. As stated in Brahma­
vaivarta Purii[la, there is a gradual evolutionary process, but it is not the 
body that is evolving. All the bodily forms are already there. It is the 
spiritual entity or spiritual spark within the body that is being promoted 
by the laws of nature under the supervision of superior authority. We can 
understand from this verse that from the very beginning of creation dif­
ferent varieties of living entities were existing. It is not that some of them 
have become extinct. Everything is there; it is due to our lack of knowledge 
that we cannot see things in their proper perspective. 

In this verse the word dhvasta-tamasa[! is very important, for without 
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being free of ignorance one cannot control the creation of different types 
of living entities. As stated in Srimad-Bhiigavatam, daiva-netrerta- bodies 
are awarded under the supervision of superior powers. How can these 
superior powers control the evolutionary process of the living entity if 
they are not free from all imperfection? The followers of the Vedic instruc­
tions cannot accept the Darwinian theory of evolution, for it is marred by 
imperfect knowledge. 

TEXT 74 
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athedarh nityadii yukto 
japann avahita[l. pumiin 

aciriic chreya iipnoti 
viisudeva-pariiya!lafi. 

atha-thus; idam- this; nityadii-regularly ; yukta[l.- with great attention; 
japan- by murmuring; avahita[l.-fully attentive; pumiin-a person; aciriit­
without delay; sreya[l.-auspiciousness; iipnoti-achieves; viisudeva­
pariiya!lafi.-one who is a devotee of Lord l<.f�l).a. 

TRANSLATION 

A devotee of Lord Kr�qa whose mind is always absorbed in Him, who 
with great attention and reverence chants this stotra [prayer] , will achieve 
the greatest perfection of life without delay. 

PURPORT 

Perfection means becoming a devotee of Lord Kr�l).a. As stated in the 
First Canto of Srimad-Bhiigavatam: viisudeva-parii vedii viisudeva-parii 
makhii[l. (Bhiig. 1.2.28). The ultimate goal of life is Vasudeva, or l<.f�qa. 
Any devotee of Lord l<.f�qa can attain all perfection, material gains and 
liberation simply by offering prayers to Him. There are many varieties of 
prayers to Lord l<.f�qa chanted by great sages and great personalities such 
as Lord Brahma and Lord Siva. Lord Kr�qa is known as siva-viriiici-nutam 
(Bhiig. 11.5.33). Siva means Lord Siva, and viriiici means Lord Brahma. 
Both of these demigods are engaged in offering prayers to Lord Vasudeva, 
l<.f�qa. If we follow in the footsteps of such great personalities and become 
devotees of Lord l<.f�qa, our lives become successful. Unfortunately people 
do not know this secret. Na te vidu[l. sviirtha-gatirh hi vi�T}Um (Bhiig. 7 .5.31 ). 
"They do not know that the real interest and the highest perfection of life 
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is to worship Lord Vi�J,lu [Kr�J.la] ."It is impossible to become satisfied by 
trying to adjust the external energy. Without being a devotee of Lord 
l<_r�T).a, one can only be baffled and confused. To save living entities from 
such a calamity, Lord Kr�T).a points out in Bhagavad-gita: 

bahiinarit janmanam ante 
jnanavan marit prapadyate 

vasudeva� sarvam iti 
sa mahatma sudurlabha� 

"After many births and deaths, he who is actually in knowledge surrenders 
unto Me, knowing Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a 
great soul is very rare." (Bg. 7 .19) 

We can achieve whatever benediction we want simply by becoming 
devotees of Vasudeva. 

TEXT 75 
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sreyasiim iha sarve�iim 
jiiiinarh nil;tsreyasam param 

sukham tarati du�piiram 
jiiiina-naur vyasaniirr-avam 

sreyasiim- of all benedictions; iha-in this world; sarve�iim-of every 
person; j1iiinam-knowledge; nil;tsreyasam- the supreme benefit; param­
transcendental; sukham-happiness; tarati-crosses over; du�piiram­
insurmountable; jl'iiina-knowledge; nau�-boat; vyasana-danger; arr-avam­
the ocean. 

TRANSLATION 

In this material world there are different types of achievement, but of 
all of them the achievement of knowledge is considered to be the highest 
because one can cross the ocean of nescience only on the boat of knowl­
edge. Otherwise the ocean is impassable. 

PURPORT 

Actually everyone is suffering within this material world due to igno­
rance. Every day we see that a person without knowledge commits some 
criminal act and is later arrested and punished, despite the fact that he 
actually may not have been conscious of his sinful activity. Such ignorance 
prevails throughout the world. People do not consider how they are risking 
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their lives in an attempt to have illicit sex life, kill animals to satisfy their 
tongue, enjoy intoxication and gamble. It is very regrettable that the 
leaders of the world do not know of the effects of these sinful activities. 
They are instead taki� things very easily and are succeeding in making 
the ocean of nescience wider and wider. 

Opposed to such ignorance, full knowledge is the greatest achievement 
within this material world. We can practically see that one who has suffi­
cient knowledge is saved from many dangerous pitfalls in life. As stated in 
Bhagavad-gitti: 

bahiiniirh janmantim ante 
jiitinavtin mtirh prapadyate 

vtisudeva� sarvam iti 
sa mahtitmti sudurlabha� 

"After many births and deaths, he who is actually in knowledge surrenders 
unto Me, knowing Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a 
great soul is very rare." (Bg. 7 .19) 

This Kr�l).a consciousness movement is determined to open wide the 
eyes of the so-called leaders who are full of ignorance and thus save them 
from the many pitfalls and dangerous conditions of life. The greatest 
danger is the danger of getting a body lower than a human being. It was 
with great difficulty that we attained this human form of life just to take 
advantage of this body and reestablish our relationship with the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Govinda. Lord Siva advises, however, that those 
who take advantage of his prayers will very soon become devotees of Lord 
Vasudeva and thus will be able to cross the ocean of nescience and make 
life perfect. 

TEXT 76 
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ya imam sraddhaya yukto 
mad-gTtarh bhagavat-s tavam 

adhTyano duraradhyarh 
harim aradhayaty asau 

ya�-anyone; imam-this; sraddhaya-with great faith;yukta�-devoutly 
attached; mat-gitam-the song composed by me or sung by me; bhagavat­
stavam-a prayer offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead; 
adhiyana[l.-by regular study; duraradhyam-very difficult to worship; 
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harim-the Supreme Personality of Godhead; iiriidhayati-he can, however, 
worship Him; asau-such a person. 

TRANSLATION 

Although rendering devotional service to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and worshiping Him are very difficult, if one vibrates or simply 
reads this stotra [prayer] composed and sung by me, he will very easily 
be able to invoke the mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

PURPORT 

It is especially significant that Lord Siva is a pure devotee of Lord 
Vasudeva. Vai§r-avtintirh yathti sambhuft: "Amongst all Vai�J]avas, Lord 
Siva is the topmost." Consequently Lord Siva has a sampradtiya, a V ai�J]ava 
disciplic succession, called Rudra-sampradaya. At the present moment 
those who belong to the Vi�!]usvami-sampradaya of Vai�p.avas come from 
Rudra, Lord Siva. To become a devotee of Lord I<J�J]a, Vasudeva, is very, 
very difficult. The word especially used in this connection is durtirtidhyam. 
The worship of the demigods is not very difficult, but becoming a devotee 
of Lord Vasudeva, Kr�J]a, is not so easy. However, if one adheres to the 
principles and follows in the footsteps of the higher authorities, as advised 
by Lord Siva, he can easily become a devotee of Lord Vasudeva. This is 
also confirmed by Prahlada Maharaja. Devotional service cannot be prac­
ticed by a mental speculator. Devotional service is a special attainment 
which can be acquired only by a person who has surrendered unto a pure 
devotee. As confirmed by Prahlada Maharaja, mahiyastirh ptida-rajo 
'bhi§ekarh ni§kiiicantintirh na vrr-ita ytivat: "Unless one accepts the dust of 
the lotus feet of a pure devotee, who is free from all material contami­
nation, one cannot enter into the devotional service of the Lord." 
(Bhtig. 7.5.32) 

TEXT 77 
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vindate puru�o 'mu�miid 
yad yad icchaty asatvaram 

mad-gzta- gztiit su-pritiic 
chreyasiim eka vallabhiit 

vindate-achieves; puru�alt-a devotee; amu�mat-from the Personality 
of Godhead; yat yat- that which; icchati-desires;asatvaram-beingfixed; 
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mat-gita-sung by me; gl:tiit-by the song; su-pntiit-from the Lord who is 
very pleased; sreyasiim-of all benediction; eka-one; vallabhiit-from the 
dearmost. 

TRANSLATION 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the dearmost objective of all 
auspicious benedictions. A human being who sings this song sung by me 
can please the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Such a devotee, being 
fixed in the Lord's devotional service, can acquire whatever he wants from 
the Supreme Lord. 

PURPORT 

As stated in Bhagavad-gitii, yam labdhvii ciipararh liibharh manyate 
niidhikarh tatal).: "Established thus, one never departs from the truth, and 
upon gaining it he thinks there is no greater gain." (Bg. 6.22) If one can 
attain the favor of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he has nothing to 
aspire for, nor does he desire any other gain. When Dhruva Maharaja 
became perfect by austerity and saw the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
eye to eye, he was offered any kind of benediction he wanted. However, 
Dhruva replied that he did not want anything, for he was perfectly satisfied 
with the benediction of seeing the Lord. Except for the service of the 
Supreme Lord, whatever we want is called illusion, miiyii. Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu said: jivera 'svarupa' haya-krfirtera 'nitya-dasa' (Cc. Madhya 
20.108). Every living entity is an eternal servant of the Lord; therefore 
when one engages in the service of the Lord, he realizes the highest per­
fection of life. A faithful servant can fulfill any desire by the grace of the 
master, and one who engages in the transcendental loving service of the 
Lord has nothing to aspire for separately. All his desires are fulfilled simply 
by engaging constantly in the Lord's loving service. Lord Siva shows us 
that any devotee can be successful simply by chanting the prayers which 
he has recited. 

TEXT 78 
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idarh ya� kalya utthaya 
praiijali/:1. sraddhayiinvita/:1. 

srr-uyiic chravayen martyo 
mucyate karma-bandhanail). 
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idam-this prayer; ya/.1.-a devotee who; kalye-early in the morning; 
utthiiya-after getting up from bed; priinjali/.1.-with folded hands; 
sraddhayii-with faith and devotion; anvita/.1.·-thus being absorbed; 
Sf!J.Uyiit-personally chants and hears; sriivayet-and gets others to hear; 
martya1;.-such a human being; mucyate-becomes freed; karma­
bandhanai/.1.- from all kinds of actions resulting from fruitive activities. 

TRANSLATION 

A devotee who rises early in the morning and with folded hands chants 
these prayers sung by Lord Siva and gives facility to others to hear them 
certainly becomes free from all bondage to fruitive activities. 

PURPORT 

Mukti or liberation means becoming free from the results of fruitive 
activities. As stated in Sr"imad-Bhiigavatam: muktir hitviinyatliii rupam. 
Mukti means giving up all other activities, and svariipeTJ,a vyavasthiti/.1. 
means being situated in one's constitutional position. (Bhiig. 2.10.6) In 
this conditional state we are entangled by one fruitive activity after 
another. Karma-bandhana means the bonds of fruitive activity. As long as 
one's mind is absorbed in fruitive activities, he has to manufacture plans 
for happiness. The bhakti-yoga process is different, for bhakti-yoga means 
acting according to the order of the supreme authority. When we act under 
the direction of supreme authority, we do not become entangled by 
fruitive results. For instance, Arjuna fought because the Supreme Per­
sonality of Godhead wanted him to; therefore he was not responsible for 
the outcome of the fighting. As far as devotional service is concerned, 
even hearing and chanting is as good as acting with our body, mind and 
senses. Actually hearing and chanting are also activities of the senses. When 
the senses are utilized for one's own sense gratification, they entangle one 
in karma, but when they are used for the satisfaction of the Lord, they 
establish one in bhakti. 

TEXT 79 
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gitam mayedam naradeva-nandanal;t 
parasya pumsal;t paramatmanal;t stavam 

japanta ekagra-dhiyas tapo mahat­
caradhvam ante tata apsyathepsitam 

gitam-sung; maya-by me; idam-this; naradeva-nandana!z-0 sons of 
the king; parasya-of the Supreme; pumsa!z-Personality of Godhead; 
paramatmana/;t-the Supersoul of everyone; stavam- prayer; japanta!z­
chanting; ekagra-perfect attention; dhiya!z-intelligence; tapa/;t-austerities; 
mahat-great; caradhvam-you practice; ante-at the end; tata!z-thereafter; 
apsyatha-will achieve; ipsitam-the desired result. 

TRANSLATION 

My dear sons of the King, the prayers which I have recited to you are 
meant for pleasing the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Supl!rsoul. I 
advise you to recite these prayers, which are as effective as great aus­
terities. In this way, when you are mature, your life will be successful, and 
you will certainly achieve all your desired objectives without fail. 

PURPORT 

If we persistently engage in devotional service, certainly all of our desires 
will be fulfilled in due course of time. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Fourth Canto, Twenty­
fourth Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Chanting the Song 
Sung by Lord Siva." 
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