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THE MEANING OF
VYASA-DUJA

There isa secret to understanding Vedic knowledge:

yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve tathd gurau
tasyaite kathita hy arthah prakdsante mahdtmanah

“Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord
and the spiritual master are all the tenets of the Vedic scriptures automat-
ically revealed.”

If we at all want to follow the Vedic path to knowledge, we must ob-
serve the spiritual master’s appearance day with proper veneration.
Vyasa-piiji is the special pigjd (worship) named after Vyasa, the supreme
authority on the Vedic literature, and offered to the spiritual master on
his birthday.

As the empowered literary incarnation of Godhead, Vyasa compiled all
the Vedas, Puranas, Upanisads, and Mahdbhdrata on the instructions of
Narada, his spiritual master. Narada learned the Vedic wisdom from
Brahma, who originally received it from the Supreme Lord Visnu in his -
heart. The same transcendental knowledge comes in parampara, the
unbroken chain of disciplic succession, from Vyasa through Madhva and
others to Lord $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

$ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the most munificent incarnation of Lord $ri
Krsna, transmitted the essence of Vedic knowledge by means of the Hare
Krsna mahd-mantra. As Lord Caitanya Himself explained to Prakasa-
nanda Sarasvati:



guru more miirkha dekhi’ karila sasana
miirkha tumi, tomdra ndhika vedantadhikdra
‘krspa-mantra’ japa sada, —ei mantra-sira

““My spiritual master considered Me a fool, and therefore he chastised
Me. “You are a fool,’ he said. “You are not qualified to study Vedanta phi-
losophy, and therefore You must always chant the holy name of Krgna.
This is the essence of all mantras or Vedic hymns.””’

During the past century, Lord Caitanya’s pure representatives Stila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
planted the seeds of a movement to spread the mahd-mantra all over the
world. Those seeds have fructified in the form of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who has, in the past decade, initiated
thousands of disciples from more than thirty countries in the chanting of
Hare Krsna.

$rila Prabhupada is the most worthy recipient of Vyasa-pliji because
only he has given Vyisadeva’s literatures to so many without changing
the meaning one iota. In fact, four hundred fifty years ago, the great
dcdrya Srila Vindavana dasa Thakura wrote that in the future, represen-
tatives of Vyiasadeva would elaborately describe the pastimes of $ri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, a statement later confirmed by Bhaktisiddhénta
Sarasvati Thikura. By reading the publication of Srila Prabhupada’s Sri-
Caitanya-caritamrta, we can understand that he is such a representative.
$rila Prabhupada’s books prompted one Indian scholar to write, “Upon
seeing the work of Swami Bhaktivedanta, one is tempted to wonder
whether he is not the same Vyasa reborn to present his literatures in a
universal language for modern man.”

$rila Prabhupdda, as your disciples, we are offering our very inade-
quate glorifications of you in the pages of this Ninth Annual ISKCON
Vyasa-pija book. We simply pray that you will find some pleasure in our
meager efforts, for that is the actual meaning of Vyisa-paja.






In 1936, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada delivered this pecem as a
Vyasa-pija homage for His Divine Grace Srila

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati.

1. Adore adore ye all
The happy day
Blessed than heaven,
Sweeter than May.

When he appeared at Puri

The holy place,
My Lord and Master
His Divine Grace.

2. Oh! my Master
The evangelic angel.
Give us thy light,
Lite up thy candle.
Struggle for existence
A human race.
The only hope
His Divine Grace.

3. Misled we are

All going astray,
Save us Lord

Our fervent pray.
Wonder thy ways

To turn our face
Adore thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

4. Forgotten Krsna

We fallen souls,

Paying most heavy
The illusion’s toll.

Darkness around
All untrace.

The only hope
His Divine Grace.

5. Message of service

Thou hast brought
A healthful life

As Caitanya wrought.
Unknown to all

It’s full of brace.
That's your gift

Your Divine Grace.

. Absolute is sentient

Thou hast proved
Impersonal calamity
Thou hast moved.
This gives us a life
Anew and fresh,
Worship thy feet
Your Divine Grace.

. Had you not come

Who had told
The message of Krsna

Forceful and bold.
That’s your right

You have the mace.
Save me a fallen

Your Divine Grace.

. The line of service

As drawn by you,
Is pleasing and healthy

Like morning dew.
The oldest of all

But in new dress
Miracle done

Your Divine Grace.



kali-kalera dharma— krsna-nama-sankirtana
krsna-sakti ving nahe tara pravartana

taha pravartdila tumi,—ei ta ‘pramana’
krsna-sakti dhara tumi, — ithe nahi dna
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 7.11-12)

THE WORLD TEACHER
OF
KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida
Founder-Acérya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

FULFILLING THE ORDERS of his own spiritual master and of Lord $ri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupida is enlightening the world in the science of bhdgavata-
dharma—unalloyed devotional service to Lord $ri Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

Thousands of years ago, Lord Sri Krsna descended in Bharata-
varsa—India—to impart the essence of Vedic knowledge: that the highest
duty of every living being is to abandon all other engagements and sur-
render unto Him. Later, nearly five hundred years ago, Krsna appeared
in India again, as Lord $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, to demonstrate, by His
own example, how to surrender to Krsna and how to love Krsna. This
mission of Lord Caitanya’s was firmly established—on an unshakable
foundation of Vedic evidence—by Srila Riipa Gosvami Prabhupada.
Within recent history, this mission was preserved and enriched by Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Mahirija Prabhupada. Now, by the infailible desire of Lord Krsna and
His representative dcdryas in the disciplic succession, His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the Founder-Acdrya of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness, has carried this eternal
mission beyond the borders of India and is establishing it around the
world.

Those who have lost their vision because of the dense darkness of
this age of Kali can receive light from His Divine Grace.
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$ri Caitanya Mahéprabhu declared:

prthivite dche yata nagarddi grama
sarvatra pracdra haibe mora nama

“IN AS MANY villages and towns as there are on the surface of the world,
My name will be known.” .

To fulfill Lord Caitanya’s prediction, Srila Prabhupada has established
more than one hundred centers of the sarnkirtana movement—each with
affiliated traveling parties—to spread Krsna’s glories throughout the
world.

Disciples of Srila Prabhupada
chant Hare Krsna beneath
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France.
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SRILA PRABHUPADA is presenting the message of Krsna consciousness
so convincingly and scientifically that even scientists have stepped for-
ward to become his disciples. Some of these scientists have formed the
Bhaktivedanta Institute, an educational society of Ph.D.’s dedicated to
presenting the Vedic scientific understanding to the general scientific
community through disciplines such as physics, chemistry, biology and
mathematics. Speakers from the Institute travel widely, and this fall the
Institute is sponsoring in Vrndivana a scientific convention on the sub-
ject ‘““Life Comes from Life.”” Among the scientific monographs
published by the Institute is Demonstration by Information Theory that Life
Cannot Arise from Matter by Sadapiita dasa adhikari (Richard Thompson,
Ph.D.), one of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples.









ISKCON Centers Around the World

Africa: Natal, S. Africa « Mombasa, Kenya, E. Africa e Nairobi,
Kenya, E. Africa e Port Louis, Mauritius

Asla: Ahmedabad, India e« Bhuvanesvara, India ¢ Bombay, India
Calcutta, India ¢ Chandigarh, India ¢ Hong Kong « Hyderabad,
India ¢ Jakarta, Indonesia ¢ Madras, India e Mayapur, India ¢ New
Delhi, India e §ri Lanka e Tehran, Iran e Tokyo, Japan e Vindavana,
India ¢« Farms: Mayapur, India

Europe: Amsterdam, Holland e Barcelona, Spain e Dublin, Ireland
o Frankfurt A. Main, W. Germany ¢ Geneva, Switzerland ¢ London,
England (city) e London, England (country) e Paris, France ¢ Rome,
Italy e Stockholm, Sweden ¢ Farms: Indre, France ¢ London,
England

Latin America: Bogotd, Colombia e Caracas, Venezuela ¢ Ciudad
Bolivar, Venezuela ¢ Georgetown, Guyana e Guadalajara, Mexico e
Guatemala City, ,Guatemala ¢ Guayaqull, Ecuador ¢ Lima, Peru e
Mexico City, Mexico e Rio de Janeiro, Brazil ¢ San Augustine,
Trinidad and Tobagoe San Juan, Puerto Rico e San Pedro, Costa
Rica ¢ Santiago, Chile e Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic ¢ Sao
Paulo, CEP, Brazil « Valencia, Venezuela « Farms: Costa Rica
(New Viraja) ¢ Petropolis, Brazil

South Seoas: Adelaide, S. Australia ¢ Alexandria, Australia e
Auckland, New Zealand ¢ Lautoka, Fiji ¢ Melbourne, Australia e
Farms: Murwillambah, Australia (New Govardhana)

United States and Canada: Amherst, Massachusetts e Ann
Arbor, Michigan e Atlanta, Georgia e Baltimore, Maryland e
Berkeley, California e Blcomington, Indiana ¢ Boston, Massachu-
setts o Buffalo, New York ¢ Charlotte, North Carolina e Chicago,
lllinois ¢ Cincinnati, Ohio ¢ Cleveland, Ohio e Dallas, Texas e
Denver, Colorado e Detroit, Michigan e Durham, North Carolina e
Gainesville, Florida e Honolulu, Hawaii e Houston, Texas e
Indianapolis, Indiana ¢ Kansas City, Kansas ¢ Laguna Beach,
California ¢ Las Vegas, Nevada e Los Angeles, California e
Louisville, Kentucky « Memphis, Tennessee ¢ Miami, Florida e
Milwaukee, Wisconsin e Minneapolis, Minnesota e Montreal,
Quebec, Canada « New Orleans, Louisiana ¢ New York, New York
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada e Philadelphia, Pennsylvania e Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania e Portland, Oregon e Radhé-Damodara
traveling temples o Sait Lake City, Utah e St. Louis, Missouri e San
Diego, California e Seattle, Washington e Toronto, Ontario, Canada
e Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada ¢ Washington, D.C. e
Farms: Buffalo, New York e Carriere, Mississippi e Dixon,
Missouri (New Godruma) e Moundsville, West Virginia (New
Vrindaban) ¢ Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) e Port Royal,
Pennsylvania (New Vargana)
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While many of the comments are short, some are fairly long (three to
seven pages) and could stand alone as essays. The description of the
abode of Krsna, Vaikuntha, is a beautifully written essay....The
English style is excellent. . . . The set will be a valuable addition to upper-
division undergraduate and graduate libraries.””

— April 1977 Choice Magazine
(World’s Leading Academic Librarians’ Journal)

“I have now read considerable parts [of Bhagavad-gita As It Is].
As a human being I cannot but applaud the fact that your movement is
bringing faith and joy back into the lives of many unhappy young people
who have not been able to find those virtues in the religion and culture in
which they were raised, and I wish you success in the good work you are
doing.”

Yours sincerely,

A.L. Basham

Professor and Head of the Department of Asian Civilizations
The Australian National University

““We are well aware of the scholarly reputation of the works on
Vedic and Bhaktic literature published by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust,
particularly the translations and commentaries, and feel that they meet,
without doubt, the requirements of our Academy library, which have to
do, above all, with authenticity. Our students are all deeply involved in
comparative philosophical and religious studies, and have need of works
which are not only of the highest scholarly standards, but also represent
the traditions themselves, rather than only scholarly opinion about tradi-
tions. From this point of view, we . . . find the Bhaktivedanta publications
of great value.”

Peter Lamborn Wilson, Librarian
Imperial Iranian Academy of Philosophy

*“The appearance of an English translation of Krsnadéasa Kaviraja
Gosvami’s Sri Caitanya-caritimrta by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami is a
cause for celebration among both scholars in Indian studies and lay
people seeking to enrich their knowledge of Indian spirituality . . . it will
fill a most serious lacuna in our libraries and in our courses of the
religious traditions of India.

“For the first time we possess a readily accessible edition of this
great religious classic that will provide opportunity for scholars in Indian
literature to compare the original text with a modern English translation



Books by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Bhagavad-gita As It Is e Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Cantos 1-10 (50 Vols.) e Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (17
Vols.) « Teachings of Lord Caitanya e« The Nectar of
Devotion ¢ The Nectar of Instruction e Sri
ISopanisad e Easy Journey to Other Planets « Krsna
Consciousness: The Topmost Yoga System ¢ Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead (3 Vols.) e Per-
fect Questions, Perfect Answers ¢ Dialectical Spiritu-
alism—A Vedic View of Western Philosophy e
Teachings of Lord Kapila, the Son of Devahiiti
Transcendental Teachings of Prahlad Maharija e
Krsna, the Reservoir of Pleasure o Life Comes from
Life « The Perfection of Yoga e Beyond Birth and
Death « On the Way to Krsna  Geetar-gan (Bengali)
e R3ja-vidya: The King of Knowledge ¢ Elevation to
Krsna Consciousness e Krsna Consciousness: The
Matchless Gift ¢« Back to Godhead Magazine
(Founder) o

and become acquainted with the deeper spiritual meanings of this work
through the learned commentary of Sri Bhaktivedanta.

‘““Anyone who bothers to give a close reading to the commentary
will sense that here, as in his other works, Sri Bhaktivedanta has com-
bined a healthy mixture of the fervent devotion and aesthetic sensitivity
of a devotee and the intellectual rigor of a textual scholar. At no point
does he allow the intended meaning of the text to be eclipsed by the pro-
motion of a particular doctrinal persuasion.

““This exquisitely wrought volume will be a welcome edition to the
library of all persons who are committed to the study of Indian spiritu-
ality and religious literature, whether their interests are sparked by the
motivations of the scholar, the devotee or thé general reader.”

Dr. J. Bruce Long
Professor of Asian Studies
Cornell University
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““Of all the commentaries on Bhagavad-gitd that have appeared un-
til now in the Western countries, this present edition by $ri A. C. Bhak-
tivedanta Swami Prabhupada is the best. In order to appreciate his suc-
cess in presenting to the West the authorized edition of Bhagavad-gita it
is necessary to understand the significance or importance of Lord Krsna,
the original author. In the Vedic literature of India, Visnu is considered
to be the Supreme Being by whose power there is order and stability in
nature and who is worshipped with a spirit of love and devotion, in other
words, bhakti, and it is understood that from time to time He incarnates,
either totally or partially, with the aim of helping humanity. Lord Krsna
is the original and complete form of Visnu. I am very excited to see this
publication in Spanish of Bhagavad-gitd As It Is by S$11 A. C. Bhaktive-
danta Swami Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada was brought up from his
very birth in the strict practice of bhakti-yoga and he descends from a line
of gurus which goes back to the original speaking of Bhagavad-gitd by Sri
Krsna. Here Srila Prabhupada’s knowledge of Sanskrit is surprising and
without parallel. His penetration into the meaning of the text only cor-
responds to a fully illuminated or fully realized soul who has in fact un-
derstood perfectly the meaning of Bhagavad-gitd. 1 personally intend to
use it, this book, in the courses that I direct or teach on the language,
culture and philosophy of India or those which I am teaching by invita-
tion of the Mexican Government. This authorized edition of Bhagavad-
gitd will serve a double purpose in the countries of Spanish language:
1. It will help to stop the terrible cheating of gurusand yogis who are false
and unauthorized and 2. it will be an opportunity for the people who
speak Spanish to understand the precise meaning or significance of
Oriental culture.”

Dr. Kailash Vajpeye

Dept. Oriental Studies
University College of Mexico
Mexico City

‘A strange feature of the modern world is that in spite of vast ad-
vances in science and technology and the establishment of a good num-
ber of institutions for human welfare, mankind has not found true peace
and happiness. Knowledge of material sciences and arts has increased
tremendously in recent times and millions of volumes on each fill the
libraries the world over. People and leaders in every country are
generally well-versed in these arts and sciences, but despite their efforts
human society everywhere continues to be in turmoil and distress.

““The reason is not far to seek. It is that they have not learnt the
Science of God, the most fundamental of every other art and science,
and cared to apply it to the facts of life. The need of the hour is therefore
to do it, if mankind is not only to survive but flower into a glorious
existence.
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*“To teach this Science of God to people everywhere and to aid
them in their progress and development towards the real goal of life,
Srimad-Bhdgavatam is the most eminently fitted. In fact, this great and
ancient work of Vyisa will fill this need of the modern times, for ‘it is a
cultural presentation for the re-spiritualization of the entire human
society.’

“His Divine Grace Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the Founder- Acdrya of the ISKCON movement has taken upon himself,
in addition to his ceaseless travels and other multifarious activities in the
service of the Lord, the stupendous task of translating this Sanskrit work
into English in about sixty volumes, for the welfare and happiness of
mankind. It is really astonishing how he is able to do this single-handed,
and when one comes to think of this, apart from his other great literary
works, one is tempted to wonder if he is not the same Vyisa Muni reborn
today to adapt his own old work into a universal language of this age for
the spiritual uplift of the modern man.

““So far, eight volumes of this most beautiful literature on God
have been brought out by the ISKCON, and the rest are under prepara-
tion. Needless to say that in keeping with the excellence of their other
publications, the publishers have seen to it that the printing, get-up and
pictures in these volumes are also of the highest quality, as though to
serve as an ornament to the divine contents of the books.

““This is a rare opportunity to people and leaders of every country,
race and community in the world to know and understand the glorious
Science of God and work for its perfection. 1 would say that this en-
cyclopedia of spiritual knowledge is more important and fundamental
than the encyclopedia of any other branch of knowledge and should,
therefore, find a rightful place not only in the public and private libraries,
big and small, of educational and other institutions as also of every
household, but above all in the hearts and minds of every man and
woman.”’

$ri R. Subrahmanyam, M.A.

Deputy Director (Research)

Lok Sabha Secretariat (National Parliament)
New Delhi

““It is a great honor for me to have the pleasure of examining the
publications of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. I find all of them to be of
exceptional value for use in educational institutions and libraries. Par-
ticularly the ancient classic Srimad-Bhdgavatam 1 recommend to all stu-
dents and readers in Indian philosophy and culture. The original text is
presented, along with roman transliteration, word-for-word synonyms,
accurate translation and extremely lucid commentary and exposition. It



ISKCON
International Book Production Ratings
(As of March 6, 1977)

22. Hungarian
23. Czechoslovakian

Total International Production of the
Books of His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

1. English 43,450,500 Copies in Print
2. Spanish 2,947,000 Copies in Print
3. German 2,125,500 Copies in Print
4, Japanese 2,125,000 Copies in Print
5. French 1,670,000 Copies in Print
6. Portuguese 835,000 Copies in Print
7. Dutch 593,000 Copies in Print
8. Italian 448,000 Copies in Print
9. Hindi 315,000 Copies in Print
10. Bengali 305,000 Copies in Print
11. Swedish 300,000 Copies in Print
12. Telugu 115,000 Copies in Print
13. Swahili 110,000 Copies in Print
14. Gujarati 90,000 Copies in Print
15. Danish 60,000 Copies in Print
16. Chinese 55,000 Copies in Print
17. Marathi 25,000 Copies in Print
18. Korean 20,000 Copies in Print
19. Yugoslavian 20,000 Copies in Print
20. Oriya 20,000 Copies in Print
21. Polish 10,000 Copies in Print

10,000 Copies in Print
10,000 Copies in Print

24. Tamil 10,000 Copies in Print
25. Russian 5,000 Copies in Print
26. Arabic 1,000 Copies in Print

55,675,600 Copies in Print

is a remarkable work, and definitely a landmark in the matter of elevat-
ing humanity toward world unification and divine consciousness.

“The learned author, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, is a world-renowned saint and savant in the field of
Vedic philosophy and its practical application in the modern world, where
he has opened over a hundred spiritual asramas for the study and cultiva-
tion of Vedic knowledge. Factually, he is unequalled in his efforts to es-
tablish the Vedic way of life, sandtana-dharma, in all countries of the
world.
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““Certainly I am most grateful that this message of the Badgavatais
being spread for the benefit of the world by such a qualified personality as
Swami Bhaktivedanta.”

Dr. Kalia, President
Indian Library Association

‘I consider as one of my greatest spiritual thrills that I had through
a physical darsana (look) of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida on the 30th of March 1976 for the first time.

‘I had the rare privilege to see with my own eyes the very embodi-
ment of Krsna consciousness, the be-all and end-all of all beings.

“8ri Swami Prabhupada has established the International Society
for Krsna Consciousness, which is spread in the 108 cities around the
world. All the members of ISKCON are pure brdhmanas and Vaisnavas,
initiated in the most austere sddhana recommended by the greatest
Gosvamis of Vrnddvana, Sti Ripa Gosvimi, the author of Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu and $ri Sandtana Gosvami, the author of Hari-bhakti-
vildsa and many other works.

“I had earlier known Srila Prabhupada through his enormous
works on krsna-bhakti, the nucleus of all Indian Vedic spiritual literature.
To name a few of them, the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, The Nectar of Devo-
tion, Krsna (3 vols.), Teachings of Lord Caitanya, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta and the commentary on Sri
Tsopanisad will suffice.

“It is noteworthy to mention that the [Sopanisad Bhdsya is the
greatest contribution of S$rila Prabhupada as it completely refutes the
Mayavada arguments of Sankaracirya. This book is a treasure to be
possessed by every Western scholar.

““Words fail me to describe the height of scholarship and devotion
manifested in the volumes mentioned above. Our future generations and
the posterity will definitively find a better world to live in through the
efforts of Srila Prabhupida as he stands for the feelings of International
Brotherhood and spiritual integration of all mankind which is the back-
bone of the Vedic sandtana-dharma of India. The literary world outside
India, particularly the Westerners, should be highly indebted to him,
who has so scientifically acquainted them with what is best in Krsna con-
scious India.

“I may be permitted to recommend to all scholars, professors and
other Dharmacaryas the great importance and contribution of the books
of $r1 Swami Prabhupada.”

$ri Viswanath Sukla, Ph.D.
Reader, Dept. of Hindi. M.U.



“The Srimad-Bhdgavatamis widely acclaimed as the Bible of Devo-
tion par excellence. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, who has been the messenger of the Gospel of God-devo-
tion abroad, has brought out an exquisite edition of the Badgavatam with
an English translation and explanation. The translator brings the spirit of
the text, and the explanation is lucid. Going through the Third Canto,
part four, which the Publishers have sent me, I find that the reader can
get the utmost benefit from this publication. The perfume of divine love
exudes from every page. The format, the get-up, the illustrations, are all
pleasing to the eye as well as to the mind.”

Dr. T.M.P. Mahadevan

Centre of Advanced Study of Philosophy
University of Madras

Madras

‘“The Bhagavad-gita is no doubt the most important and the best
known work in the whole of the Indian literature. The magnificence of its
spiritual concepts and the sublimity of its thinking has secured it a great
popularity everywhere, as an easily intelligible presentation of the
Divine. The Gitd has been edited, translated and commented countless
times. The meaning of the text is, at least in its main lines, obvious and
clear. The justification of a new interpretation is therefore, in my opin-
ion, dependent on the message conveyed by the commentary.

““The translator and commentator Swami Bhaktivedanta repre-
sents the Gaudiya Vaisnava School and thus interprets the message of
the Gita ‘from the inside.” While Sankara in Canto 5.12 interprets the
plurality of the beings enumerated to be only conventional, and accord-
ing to the Mayavadis the individuals after liberation merge into the im-
personal Brahman, Swami Bhaktivedanta states that Krsna here authori-
tatively emphasizes the eternity of the individuality. The transcendental
form of God can be immediately experienced by a person who is duly
prepared, as it is told in Canto 11. Just these two points are, I think, the
reason for the interest in the Gitd among persons with a searching spirit.
Swami Bhaktivedanta’s translation and commentary do deliver this
message very convincingly indeed.”

Pentti Aalto

Dept. of Asian and African Studies
University of Helsinki

Helsinki, Finland
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REVIEWING the multitude of gifts that Srila Prabhupdda has given to
us—his disciples—and to the world, we must conclude that no one has
done more to glorify India, no one has done more to glorify Vedic
culture, and no one has done more to glorify Lord $ri Krsna in the
modern age than our divine master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupida.

We offer our respectful obeisances millions of times at his lotus feet.
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ach new sloka of Srimad-Bhdgavatam adds endlessly to my dis-
tress, knowing that the completion of this monumental task
will bring your divine mission to its close, and leave me a hope-
less, stubborn, wretched and fallen orphan. Soon you will no
longer be there, in New York, Tehran or Mayapur, to interject
your causeless mercy into my darkened days. I fear that day
when my parched dry heart will no longer receive your loving,
compassionate showers, which are beyond all reason, logic and cause.
Due to this thought, a dark black cloud surrounds my whole existence
and sinks me into a pit of abysmal depression. My whole life becomes
meaningless, and the will to continue forsakes me. It is only then that the
reality of this painful concern forces me to seek solace in the knowledge
and realization you have so generously given me. A ray of hope enters
my heart, and the voice of intelligence speaks thus to my weakened will:
“Your Father has entrusted upon you Matchless Gifts, which will
safeguard you and even lead you back to your eternal abode.”
As a neophyte I see your gifts as your words and your movement. Your
words consist of philosophy, claims and instructions.

Your PHILOSOPHY is simple, yet it includes all the past dcdryas,
religions and philosophies. It goes like this: $ri Krsna is the ultimate goal
and the undiscovered pleasure in every object of desire. He is Govinda,
the pleasure giver.

You say:

“‘She can not be that ultimate.  This can not reach that ultimate.

He can not have that ultimate.  Krsna says that He is the ultimate in
It can not give that ultimate. everything.”

That can not bring that ultimate.

Your CLAIM is very serious: Only those who follow YOUR instruc-
tions will reach that ultimate.

And your INSTRUCTIONS are the most straightforward. They cover
every move, every act and every thought. Without doubt, with full au-
thority and gravity, you repeatedly tell us: Together serve Krsna
unceasingly.

And this is the birth of your MOVEMENT —ISKCON. It is a precious
gift, a golden carriage to carry on your words. It is your divine body, it is
devotional service, it is Krsna personified in this day on this planet. It is
the path, the gate, and the home. In it you and your words will live eter-
nally, and by it every living entity can reach his eternal abode.
















































































































































