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THE MEANING OF
VYASA-DUJA

There isa secret to understanding Vedic knowledge:

yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve tathd gurau
tasyaite kathita hy arthah prakdsante mahdtmanah

“Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord
and the spiritual master are all the tenets of the Vedic scriptures automat-
ically revealed.”

If we at all want to follow the Vedic path to knowledge, we must ob-
serve the spiritual master’s appearance day with proper veneration.
Vyasa-piiji is the special pigjd (worship) named after Vyasa, the supreme
authority on the Vedic literature, and offered to the spiritual master on
his birthday.

As the empowered literary incarnation of Godhead, Vyasa compiled all
the Vedas, Puranas, Upanisads, and Mahdbhdrata on the instructions of
Narada, his spiritual master. Narada learned the Vedic wisdom from
Brahma, who originally received it from the Supreme Lord Visnu in his -
heart. The same transcendental knowledge comes in parampara, the
unbroken chain of disciplic succession, from Vyasa through Madhva and
others to Lord $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

$ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the most munificent incarnation of Lord $ri
Krsna, transmitted the essence of Vedic knowledge by means of the Hare
Krsna mahd-mantra. As Lord Caitanya Himself explained to Prakasa-
nanda Sarasvati:



guru more miirkha dekhi’ karila sasana
miirkha tumi, tomdra ndhika vedantadhikdra
‘krspa-mantra’ japa sada, —ei mantra-sira

““My spiritual master considered Me a fool, and therefore he chastised
Me. “You are a fool,’ he said. “You are not qualified to study Vedanta phi-
losophy, and therefore You must always chant the holy name of Krgna.
This is the essence of all mantras or Vedic hymns.””’

During the past century, Lord Caitanya’s pure representatives Stila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
planted the seeds of a movement to spread the mahd-mantra all over the
world. Those seeds have fructified in the form of His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who has, in the past decade, initiated
thousands of disciples from more than thirty countries in the chanting of
Hare Krsna.

$rila Prabhupada is the most worthy recipient of Vyasa-pliji because
only he has given Vyisadeva’s literatures to so many without changing
the meaning one iota. In fact, four hundred fifty years ago, the great
dcdrya Srila Vindavana dasa Thakura wrote that in the future, represen-
tatives of Vyiasadeva would elaborately describe the pastimes of $ri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, a statement later confirmed by Bhaktisiddhénta
Sarasvati Thikura. By reading the publication of Srila Prabhupada’s Sri-
Caitanya-caritamrta, we can understand that he is such a representative.
$rila Prabhupada’s books prompted one Indian scholar to write, “Upon
seeing the work of Swami Bhaktivedanta, one is tempted to wonder
whether he is not the same Vyasa reborn to present his literatures in a
universal language for modern man.”

$rila Prabhupdda, as your disciples, we are offering our very inade-
quate glorifications of you in the pages of this Ninth Annual ISKCON
Vyasa-pija book. We simply pray that you will find some pleasure in our
meager efforts, for that is the actual meaning of Vyisa-paja.






In 1936, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada delivered this pecem as a
Vyasa-pija homage for His Divine Grace Srila

Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati.

1. Adore adore ye all
The happy day
Blessed than heaven,
Sweeter than May.

When he appeared at Puri

The holy place,
My Lord and Master
His Divine Grace.

2. Oh! my Master
The evangelic angel.
Give us thy light,
Lite up thy candle.
Struggle for existence
A human race.
The only hope
His Divine Grace.

3. Misled we are

All going astray,
Save us Lord

Our fervent pray.
Wonder thy ways

To turn our face
Adore thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

4. Forgotten Krsna

We fallen souls,

Paying most heavy
The illusion’s toll.

Darkness around
All untrace.

The only hope
His Divine Grace.

5. Message of service

Thou hast brought
A healthful life

As Caitanya wrought.
Unknown to all

It’s full of brace.
That's your gift

Your Divine Grace.

. Absolute is sentient

Thou hast proved
Impersonal calamity
Thou hast moved.
This gives us a life
Anew and fresh,
Worship thy feet
Your Divine Grace.

. Had you not come

Who had told
The message of Krsna

Forceful and bold.
That’s your right

You have the mace.
Save me a fallen

Your Divine Grace.

. The line of service

As drawn by you,
Is pleasing and healthy

Like morning dew.
The oldest of all

But in new dress
Miracle done

Your Divine Grace.



kali-kalera dharma— krsna-nama-sankirtana
krsna-sakti ving nahe tara pravartana

taha pravartdila tumi,—ei ta ‘pramana’
krsna-sakti dhara tumi, — ithe nahi dna
(Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 7.11-12)

THE WORLD TEACHER
OF
KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida
Founder-Acérya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

FULFILLING THE ORDERS of his own spiritual master and of Lord $ri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupida is enlightening the world in the science of bhdgavata-
dharma—unalloyed devotional service to Lord $ri Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

Thousands of years ago, Lord Sri Krsna descended in Bharata-
varsa—India—to impart the essence of Vedic knowledge: that the highest
duty of every living being is to abandon all other engagements and sur-
render unto Him. Later, nearly five hundred years ago, Krsna appeared
in India again, as Lord $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, to demonstrate, by His
own example, how to surrender to Krsna and how to love Krsna. This
mission of Lord Caitanya’s was firmly established—on an unshakable
foundation of Vedic evidence—by Srila Riipa Gosvami Prabhupada.
Within recent history, this mission was preserved and enriched by Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Mahirija Prabhupada. Now, by the infailible desire of Lord Krsna and
His representative dcdryas in the disciplic succession, His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the Founder-Acdrya of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness, has carried this eternal
mission beyond the borders of India and is establishing it around the
world.

Those who have lost their vision because of the dense darkness of
this age of Kali can receive light from His Divine Grace.
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$ri Caitanya Mahéprabhu declared:

prthivite dche yata nagarddi grama
sarvatra pracdra haibe mora nama

“IN AS MANY villages and towns as there are on the surface of the world,
My name will be known.” .

To fulfill Lord Caitanya’s prediction, Srila Prabhupada has established
more than one hundred centers of the sarnkirtana movement—each with
affiliated traveling parties—to spread Krsna’s glories throughout the
world.

Disciples of Srila Prabhupada
chant Hare Krsna beneath
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France.
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SRILA PRABHUPADA is presenting the message of Krsna consciousness
so convincingly and scientifically that even scientists have stepped for-
ward to become his disciples. Some of these scientists have formed the
Bhaktivedanta Institute, an educational society of Ph.D.’s dedicated to
presenting the Vedic scientific understanding to the general scientific
community through disciplines such as physics, chemistry, biology and
mathematics. Speakers from the Institute travel widely, and this fall the
Institute is sponsoring in Vrndivana a scientific convention on the sub-
ject ‘““Life Comes from Life.”” Among the scientific monographs
published by the Institute is Demonstration by Information Theory that Life
Cannot Arise from Matter by Sadapiita dasa adhikari (Richard Thompson,
Ph.D.), one of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples.









ISKCON Centers Around the World

Africa: Natal, S. Africa « Mombasa, Kenya, E. Africa e Nairobi,
Kenya, E. Africa e Port Louis, Mauritius

Asla: Ahmedabad, India e« Bhuvanesvara, India ¢ Bombay, India
Calcutta, India ¢ Chandigarh, India ¢ Hong Kong « Hyderabad,
India ¢ Jakarta, Indonesia ¢ Madras, India e Mayapur, India ¢ New
Delhi, India e §ri Lanka e Tehran, Iran e Tokyo, Japan e Vindavana,
India ¢« Farms: Mayapur, India

Europe: Amsterdam, Holland e Barcelona, Spain e Dublin, Ireland
o Frankfurt A. Main, W. Germany ¢ Geneva, Switzerland ¢ London,
England (city) e London, England (country) e Paris, France ¢ Rome,
Italy e Stockholm, Sweden ¢ Farms: Indre, France ¢ London,
England

Latin America: Bogotd, Colombia e Caracas, Venezuela ¢ Ciudad
Bolivar, Venezuela ¢ Georgetown, Guyana e Guadalajara, Mexico e
Guatemala City, ,Guatemala ¢ Guayaqull, Ecuador ¢ Lima, Peru e
Mexico City, Mexico e Rio de Janeiro, Brazil ¢ San Augustine,
Trinidad and Tobagoe San Juan, Puerto Rico e San Pedro, Costa
Rica ¢ Santiago, Chile e Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic ¢ Sao
Paulo, CEP, Brazil « Valencia, Venezuela « Farms: Costa Rica
(New Viraja) ¢ Petropolis, Brazil

South Seoas: Adelaide, S. Australia ¢ Alexandria, Australia e
Auckland, New Zealand ¢ Lautoka, Fiji ¢ Melbourne, Australia e
Farms: Murwillambah, Australia (New Govardhana)

United States and Canada: Amherst, Massachusetts e Ann
Arbor, Michigan e Atlanta, Georgia e Baltimore, Maryland e
Berkeley, California e Blcomington, Indiana ¢ Boston, Massachu-
setts o Buffalo, New York ¢ Charlotte, North Carolina e Chicago,
lllinois ¢ Cincinnati, Ohio ¢ Cleveland, Ohio e Dallas, Texas e
Denver, Colorado e Detroit, Michigan e Durham, North Carolina e
Gainesville, Florida e Honolulu, Hawaii e Houston, Texas e
Indianapolis, Indiana ¢ Kansas City, Kansas ¢ Laguna Beach,
California ¢ Las Vegas, Nevada e Los Angeles, California e
Louisville, Kentucky « Memphis, Tennessee ¢ Miami, Florida e
Milwaukee, Wisconsin e Minneapolis, Minnesota e Montreal,
Quebec, Canada « New Orleans, Louisiana ¢ New York, New York
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada e Philadelphia, Pennsylvania e Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania e Portland, Oregon e Radhé-Damodara
traveling temples o Sait Lake City, Utah e St. Louis, Missouri e San
Diego, California e Seattle, Washington e Toronto, Ontario, Canada
e Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada ¢ Washington, D.C. e
Farms: Buffalo, New York e Carriere, Mississippi e Dixon,
Missouri (New Godruma) e Moundsville, West Virginia (New
Vrindaban) ¢ Mulberry, Tennessee (Murari-sevaka) e Port Royal,
Pennsylvania (New Vargana)
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While many of the comments are short, some are fairly long (three to
seven pages) and could stand alone as essays. The description of the
abode of Krsna, Vaikuntha, is a beautifully written essay....The
English style is excellent. . . . The set will be a valuable addition to upper-
division undergraduate and graduate libraries.””

— April 1977 Choice Magazine
(World’s Leading Academic Librarians’ Journal)

“I have now read considerable parts [of Bhagavad-gita As It Is].
As a human being I cannot but applaud the fact that your movement is
bringing faith and joy back into the lives of many unhappy young people
who have not been able to find those virtues in the religion and culture in
which they were raised, and I wish you success in the good work you are
doing.”

Yours sincerely,

A.L. Basham

Professor and Head of the Department of Asian Civilizations
The Australian National University

““We are well aware of the scholarly reputation of the works on
Vedic and Bhaktic literature published by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust,
particularly the translations and commentaries, and feel that they meet,
without doubt, the requirements of our Academy library, which have to
do, above all, with authenticity. Our students are all deeply involved in
comparative philosophical and religious studies, and have need of works
which are not only of the highest scholarly standards, but also represent
the traditions themselves, rather than only scholarly opinion about tradi-
tions. From this point of view, we . . . find the Bhaktivedanta publications
of great value.”

Peter Lamborn Wilson, Librarian
Imperial Iranian Academy of Philosophy

*“The appearance of an English translation of Krsnadéasa Kaviraja
Gosvami’s Sri Caitanya-caritimrta by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami is a
cause for celebration among both scholars in Indian studies and lay
people seeking to enrich their knowledge of Indian spirituality . . . it will
fill a most serious lacuna in our libraries and in our courses of the
religious traditions of India.

“For the first time we possess a readily accessible edition of this
great religious classic that will provide opportunity for scholars in Indian
literature to compare the original text with a modern English translation



Books by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Bhagavad-gita As It Is e Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Cantos 1-10 (50 Vols.) e Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (17
Vols.) « Teachings of Lord Caitanya e« The Nectar of
Devotion ¢ The Nectar of Instruction e Sri
ISopanisad e Easy Journey to Other Planets « Krsna
Consciousness: The Topmost Yoga System ¢ Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead (3 Vols.) e Per-
fect Questions, Perfect Answers ¢ Dialectical Spiritu-
alism—A Vedic View of Western Philosophy e
Teachings of Lord Kapila, the Son of Devahiiti
Transcendental Teachings of Prahlad Maharija e
Krsna, the Reservoir of Pleasure o Life Comes from
Life « The Perfection of Yoga e Beyond Birth and
Death « On the Way to Krsna  Geetar-gan (Bengali)
e R3ja-vidya: The King of Knowledge ¢ Elevation to
Krsna Consciousness e Krsna Consciousness: The
Matchless Gift ¢« Back to Godhead Magazine
(Founder) o

and become acquainted with the deeper spiritual meanings of this work
through the learned commentary of Sri Bhaktivedanta.

‘““Anyone who bothers to give a close reading to the commentary
will sense that here, as in his other works, Sri Bhaktivedanta has com-
bined a healthy mixture of the fervent devotion and aesthetic sensitivity
of a devotee and the intellectual rigor of a textual scholar. At no point
does he allow the intended meaning of the text to be eclipsed by the pro-
motion of a particular doctrinal persuasion.

““This exquisitely wrought volume will be a welcome edition to the
library of all persons who are committed to the study of Indian spiritu-
ality and religious literature, whether their interests are sparked by the
motivations of the scholar, the devotee or thé general reader.”

Dr. J. Bruce Long
Professor of Asian Studies
Cornell University
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““Of all the commentaries on Bhagavad-gitd that have appeared un-
til now in the Western countries, this present edition by $ri A. C. Bhak-
tivedanta Swami Prabhupada is the best. In order to appreciate his suc-
cess in presenting to the West the authorized edition of Bhagavad-gita it
is necessary to understand the significance or importance of Lord Krsna,
the original author. In the Vedic literature of India, Visnu is considered
to be the Supreme Being by whose power there is order and stability in
nature and who is worshipped with a spirit of love and devotion, in other
words, bhakti, and it is understood that from time to time He incarnates,
either totally or partially, with the aim of helping humanity. Lord Krsna
is the original and complete form of Visnu. I am very excited to see this
publication in Spanish of Bhagavad-gitd As It Is by S$11 A. C. Bhaktive-
danta Swami Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada was brought up from his
very birth in the strict practice of bhakti-yoga and he descends from a line
of gurus which goes back to the original speaking of Bhagavad-gitd by Sri
Krsna. Here Srila Prabhupada’s knowledge of Sanskrit is surprising and
without parallel. His penetration into the meaning of the text only cor-
responds to a fully illuminated or fully realized soul who has in fact un-
derstood perfectly the meaning of Bhagavad-gitd. 1 personally intend to
use it, this book, in the courses that I direct or teach on the language,
culture and philosophy of India or those which I am teaching by invita-
tion of the Mexican Government. This authorized edition of Bhagavad-
gitd will serve a double purpose in the countries of Spanish language:
1. It will help to stop the terrible cheating of gurusand yogis who are false
and unauthorized and 2. it will be an opportunity for the people who
speak Spanish to understand the precise meaning or significance of
Oriental culture.”

Dr. Kailash Vajpeye

Dept. Oriental Studies
University College of Mexico
Mexico City

‘A strange feature of the modern world is that in spite of vast ad-
vances in science and technology and the establishment of a good num-
ber of institutions for human welfare, mankind has not found true peace
and happiness. Knowledge of material sciences and arts has increased
tremendously in recent times and millions of volumes on each fill the
libraries the world over. People and leaders in every country are
generally well-versed in these arts and sciences, but despite their efforts
human society everywhere continues to be in turmoil and distress.

““The reason is not far to seek. It is that they have not learnt the
Science of God, the most fundamental of every other art and science,
and cared to apply it to the facts of life. The need of the hour is therefore
to do it, if mankind is not only to survive but flower into a glorious
existence.
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*“To teach this Science of God to people everywhere and to aid
them in their progress and development towards the real goal of life,
Srimad-Bhdgavatam is the most eminently fitted. In fact, this great and
ancient work of Vyisa will fill this need of the modern times, for ‘it is a
cultural presentation for the re-spiritualization of the entire human
society.’

“His Divine Grace Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the Founder- Acdrya of the ISKCON movement has taken upon himself,
in addition to his ceaseless travels and other multifarious activities in the
service of the Lord, the stupendous task of translating this Sanskrit work
into English in about sixty volumes, for the welfare and happiness of
mankind. It is really astonishing how he is able to do this single-handed,
and when one comes to think of this, apart from his other great literary
works, one is tempted to wonder if he is not the same Vyisa Muni reborn
today to adapt his own old work into a universal language of this age for
the spiritual uplift of the modern man.

““So far, eight volumes of this most beautiful literature on God
have been brought out by the ISKCON, and the rest are under prepara-
tion. Needless to say that in keeping with the excellence of their other
publications, the publishers have seen to it that the printing, get-up and
pictures in these volumes are also of the highest quality, as though to
serve as an ornament to the divine contents of the books.

““This is a rare opportunity to people and leaders of every country,
race and community in the world to know and understand the glorious
Science of God and work for its perfection. 1 would say that this en-
cyclopedia of spiritual knowledge is more important and fundamental
than the encyclopedia of any other branch of knowledge and should,
therefore, find a rightful place not only in the public and private libraries,
big and small, of educational and other institutions as also of every
household, but above all in the hearts and minds of every man and
woman.”’

$ri R. Subrahmanyam, M.A.

Deputy Director (Research)

Lok Sabha Secretariat (National Parliament)
New Delhi

““It is a great honor for me to have the pleasure of examining the
publications of the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. I find all of them to be of
exceptional value for use in educational institutions and libraries. Par-
ticularly the ancient classic Srimad-Bhdgavatam 1 recommend to all stu-
dents and readers in Indian philosophy and culture. The original text is
presented, along with roman transliteration, word-for-word synonyms,
accurate translation and extremely lucid commentary and exposition. It



ISKCON
International Book Production Ratings
(As of March 6, 1977)

22. Hungarian
23. Czechoslovakian

Total International Production of the
Books of His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

1. English 43,450,500 Copies in Print
2. Spanish 2,947,000 Copies in Print
3. German 2,125,500 Copies in Print
4, Japanese 2,125,000 Copies in Print
5. French 1,670,000 Copies in Print
6. Portuguese 835,000 Copies in Print
7. Dutch 593,000 Copies in Print
8. Italian 448,000 Copies in Print
9. Hindi 315,000 Copies in Print
10. Bengali 305,000 Copies in Print
11. Swedish 300,000 Copies in Print
12. Telugu 115,000 Copies in Print
13. Swahili 110,000 Copies in Print
14. Gujarati 90,000 Copies in Print
15. Danish 60,000 Copies in Print
16. Chinese 55,000 Copies in Print
17. Marathi 25,000 Copies in Print
18. Korean 20,000 Copies in Print
19. Yugoslavian 20,000 Copies in Print
20. Oriya 20,000 Copies in Print
21. Polish 10,000 Copies in Print

10,000 Copies in Print
10,000 Copies in Print

24. Tamil 10,000 Copies in Print
25. Russian 5,000 Copies in Print
26. Arabic 1,000 Copies in Print

55,675,600 Copies in Print

is a remarkable work, and definitely a landmark in the matter of elevat-
ing humanity toward world unification and divine consciousness.

“The learned author, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, is a world-renowned saint and savant in the field of
Vedic philosophy and its practical application in the modern world, where
he has opened over a hundred spiritual asramas for the study and cultiva-
tion of Vedic knowledge. Factually, he is unequalled in his efforts to es-
tablish the Vedic way of life, sandtana-dharma, in all countries of the
world.

43



44

““Certainly I am most grateful that this message of the Badgavatais
being spread for the benefit of the world by such a qualified personality as
Swami Bhaktivedanta.”

Dr. Kalia, President
Indian Library Association

‘I consider as one of my greatest spiritual thrills that I had through
a physical darsana (look) of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida on the 30th of March 1976 for the first time.

‘I had the rare privilege to see with my own eyes the very embodi-
ment of Krsna consciousness, the be-all and end-all of all beings.

“8ri Swami Prabhupada has established the International Society
for Krsna Consciousness, which is spread in the 108 cities around the
world. All the members of ISKCON are pure brdhmanas and Vaisnavas,
initiated in the most austere sddhana recommended by the greatest
Gosvamis of Vrnddvana, Sti Ripa Gosvimi, the author of Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu and $ri Sandtana Gosvami, the author of Hari-bhakti-
vildsa and many other works.

“I had earlier known Srila Prabhupada through his enormous
works on krsna-bhakti, the nucleus of all Indian Vedic spiritual literature.
To name a few of them, the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, The Nectar of Devo-
tion, Krsna (3 vols.), Teachings of Lord Caitanya, the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritdmrta and the commentary on Sri
Tsopanisad will suffice.

“It is noteworthy to mention that the [Sopanisad Bhdsya is the
greatest contribution of S$rila Prabhupada as it completely refutes the
Mayavada arguments of Sankaracirya. This book is a treasure to be
possessed by every Western scholar.

““Words fail me to describe the height of scholarship and devotion
manifested in the volumes mentioned above. Our future generations and
the posterity will definitively find a better world to live in through the
efforts of Srila Prabhupida as he stands for the feelings of International
Brotherhood and spiritual integration of all mankind which is the back-
bone of the Vedic sandtana-dharma of India. The literary world outside
India, particularly the Westerners, should be highly indebted to him,
who has so scientifically acquainted them with what is best in Krsna con-
scious India.

“I may be permitted to recommend to all scholars, professors and
other Dharmacaryas the great importance and contribution of the books
of $r1 Swami Prabhupada.”

$ri Viswanath Sukla, Ph.D.
Reader, Dept. of Hindi. M.U.



“The Srimad-Bhdgavatamis widely acclaimed as the Bible of Devo-
tion par excellence. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, who has been the messenger of the Gospel of God-devo-
tion abroad, has brought out an exquisite edition of the Badgavatam with
an English translation and explanation. The translator brings the spirit of
the text, and the explanation is lucid. Going through the Third Canto,
part four, which the Publishers have sent me, I find that the reader can
get the utmost benefit from this publication. The perfume of divine love
exudes from every page. The format, the get-up, the illustrations, are all
pleasing to the eye as well as to the mind.”

Dr. T.M.P. Mahadevan

Centre of Advanced Study of Philosophy
University of Madras

Madras

‘“The Bhagavad-gita is no doubt the most important and the best
known work in the whole of the Indian literature. The magnificence of its
spiritual concepts and the sublimity of its thinking has secured it a great
popularity everywhere, as an easily intelligible presentation of the
Divine. The Gitd has been edited, translated and commented countless
times. The meaning of the text is, at least in its main lines, obvious and
clear. The justification of a new interpretation is therefore, in my opin-
ion, dependent on the message conveyed by the commentary.

““The translator and commentator Swami Bhaktivedanta repre-
sents the Gaudiya Vaisnava School and thus interprets the message of
the Gita ‘from the inside.” While Sankara in Canto 5.12 interprets the
plurality of the beings enumerated to be only conventional, and accord-
ing to the Mayavadis the individuals after liberation merge into the im-
personal Brahman, Swami Bhaktivedanta states that Krsna here authori-
tatively emphasizes the eternity of the individuality. The transcendental
form of God can be immediately experienced by a person who is duly
prepared, as it is told in Canto 11. Just these two points are, I think, the
reason for the interest in the Gitd among persons with a searching spirit.
Swami Bhaktivedanta’s translation and commentary do deliver this
message very convincingly indeed.”

Pentti Aalto

Dept. of Asian and African Studies
University of Helsinki

Helsinki, Finland
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REVIEWING the multitude of gifts that Srila Prabhupdda has given to
us—his disciples—and to the world, we must conclude that no one has
done more to glorify India, no one has done more to glorify Vedic
culture, and no one has done more to glorify Lord $ri Krsna in the
modern age than our divine master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupida.

We offer our respectful obeisances millions of times at his lotus feet.
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ach new sloka of Srimad-Bhdgavatam adds endlessly to my dis-
tress, knowing that the completion of this monumental task
will bring your divine mission to its close, and leave me a hope-
less, stubborn, wretched and fallen orphan. Soon you will no
longer be there, in New York, Tehran or Mayapur, to interject
your causeless mercy into my darkened days. I fear that day
when my parched dry heart will no longer receive your loving,
compassionate showers, which are beyond all reason, logic and cause.
Due to this thought, a dark black cloud surrounds my whole existence
and sinks me into a pit of abysmal depression. My whole life becomes
meaningless, and the will to continue forsakes me. It is only then that the
reality of this painful concern forces me to seek solace in the knowledge
and realization you have so generously given me. A ray of hope enters
my heart, and the voice of intelligence speaks thus to my weakened will:
“Your Father has entrusted upon you Matchless Gifts, which will
safeguard you and even lead you back to your eternal abode.”
As a neophyte I see your gifts as your words and your movement. Your
words consist of philosophy, claims and instructions.

Your PHILOSOPHY is simple, yet it includes all the past dcdryas,
religions and philosophies. It goes like this: $ri Krsna is the ultimate goal
and the undiscovered pleasure in every object of desire. He is Govinda,
the pleasure giver.

You say:

“‘She can not be that ultimate.  This can not reach that ultimate.

He can not have that ultimate.  Krsna says that He is the ultimate in
It can not give that ultimate. everything.”

That can not bring that ultimate.

Your CLAIM is very serious: Only those who follow YOUR instruc-
tions will reach that ultimate.

And your INSTRUCTIONS are the most straightforward. They cover
every move, every act and every thought. Without doubt, with full au-
thority and gravity, you repeatedly tell us: Together serve Krsna
unceasingly.

And this is the birth of your MOVEMENT —ISKCON. It is a precious
gift, a golden carriage to carry on your words. It is your divine body, it is
devotional service, it is Krsna personified in this day on this planet. It is
the path, the gate, and the home. In it you and your words will live eter-
nally, and by it every living entity can reach his eternal abode.
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Vyasa-piijé Homage
to
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda

he spiritual master is the mercy incarnation of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. His message is the message of God. His
desire is the desire of God, and his pleasure is the pleasure of
God. There is no other way to approach Krsna than through the
medium of His beloved servant, the spiritual master. Therefore,
we must fall at his feet in all humility, without personal prestige
or motivation, and beg his merciful glance upon us. Without be-
coming his unalloyed and thoroughly devoted servants, there is ab-
solutely no escape from the miserable conditions of material existence.
We must be, therefore, ever vigilant not to mistake him to be an ordi-
nary man of whom we might become envious. Rather, we should be al-
ways proud of our spiritual master—proud of his courage, proud of his
wisdom, and proud of his purity. He is actually Krsna, manifested before
our crippled vision, because he is delivering the message of Krsna. He
speaks what Krsna speaks, and he lives it for all to see.

The spiritual master remains always in Vrndavana because wherever
he goes, he makes that place as good as Vrndidvana. Internally, he
relishes in Krsna’s sublime pastimes of love, while externally he
preaches the mission of Lord Caitanya for the benefit of all. Thus he is
the best of all jiva souls and none is more dear to Krsna than he.

Caught in mdyad’s grip, we can only sit humbly at his lotus feet, eagerly
drinking every sound that springs from his lotus lips. Then, with all en-
thusiasm, obedience and submission, we must execute his divine com-
mand. He is our only hope, our shelter in a hostile ocean, our oasis in a
barren desert.

When we approach the spiritual master, we must cast aside the
crutches of material designations. We cannot maintain such artificialities
and surrender utterly at his lotus feet. Foolish pride and a false sense of
independence veil our real knowledge and hide the spiritual master from
our vision. To become the menial servants of the spiritual master con-
stitutes the perfection of our existence. Then our spiritual life is
awakened, our eternal rasa established, and our platform of enjoyment
revived. Once surrendered we are not disturbed, in any condition nor do
we have any material desires, being completely satisfied simply to be his
faithful servants. Unable to attain this position, the unsurrendered disci-
ple, Balavanta disa, continues to suffer without solace and can only
lament his wretched condition, praying for the benediction rain of his
spiritual master’s compassion.

Balavanta disa adhikart
GBC Southern U.S.A.
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And it brings back the times that have now become sweet.
How you took me by the hand and so extra patiently
Brought me up from the gutter to learn A B C.

kirata-hunandhra-pulinda-pulkasa
abhira-Sumbhi yavanidh khasidayah
ye *nye ca papa yad-upasrayasrayah
sudhyanti tasmai prabhavisnave namah
(Bhag. 2.4.18)

Kirdta, Hina, Andhra, Pulinda,

Pulkasa, Abhira, Sumbha, Yavana,

The Khasa and others addicted to sin

Are purified by the shelter of the devotees of Him.

The Lord’s the Supreme Power, and I beg to be found
With my head on the spot where His feet touch the ground.
You said this temple’s real name was Kirata-suddhi.
Now five years have passed, and I'm beginning to see
The Africans are fallen aboriginal men,

But the purification is needed in myself more than them.
Vaisnavas have a system for cleaning the heart,

And that system takes effect as soon as you start.

No bars on the nation or the color of skin.

A Vaisnava's strong enough to make changes within.
Stri, $udra, kirdta or dvija-bandhu.

O Prabhupada, why can’t we just do what you do?
Krsna’s friends are so busy cleaning dust-worn minds,
But my hours are spent with the faults that I find.

You say it's so easy, “Hold this Krsna science fast,
Become the Lord’s man and reclaim the general mass.”
Sri Caitanya’s order is to travel the globe

Reclaiming all persons who want to be told.

A reasonable man with an inquisitive mind

Can accept this great message of a life so sublime.
Vaisnavas don't all come from one special land.

Just as you, Gurudeva, aren’t an ordinary man.

By the service of the Lord and your spiritual guide,

A special change happens within and outside.

A Vaisnava’s body changes spiritually at once.

Anyone who thinks different is clearly a dunce.

Lord Caitanya’s all-powerful, and under any circumstance,
anyone from anywhere can take prasada and dance.
His self-declaration teaches how we should be:

“I'm the servant of the servant of Lord Gopindgthaji!”’



The devotees are few here, and perhaps it's because

The news about Africa’s gossiping buzz.

Even though they are few, they're first-class by your grace.
They're enthused more than me for preaching in this dark place.
I thank you for sending them to help me.

When [ see them it’s only your mercy I see.

We're now just maintaining, but that doesn’t please you.
You said expand here and these programs renew:
Ratha-ydtrd, a farm, and Gaura-Nitai on parikrama,

Go to every town and village and distribute the bombs.
The Name and prasada to each and every man.

I'll work until Africa’s called “Black Vrnddvana.”

Now I'm thinking to do this so as not to speak lame,

But one problem is here and it's me whose to blame.
There’s a great difference between us, Prabhupdda, you and me.
When you came to America you made your army.

I'm not pure, so that feat is a bit out of sight.

I depend on the men you send for my might.

I want to please you and fulfill your desire,

But without first-class men we'll not kindle that fire.

Some men are quite pure now, so let them come here.
They'll be stronger than ever if they serve for two years.
The work is not hard, and yet spiritually

There’s a test every minute that when taken blissfully
Trains the mind to take shelter like the buzzing honeybee.
Many men aren’t needed; one aksauhini will do

Or just one maha-ratha, Srila Prabhupdda, like you.

To please you is the perfection of every devotee,

Whether preaching or farming or vaidhi-bhakti.

Their services vary, but one thing’s the same—

Your pleasure is the highest goal to attain.

The Supreme Lord’s all-powerful: prabhavisnave namah.
He'll accept all our service even though He's so far.

So I beg for His blessing and His sanctioning will

That your orders sublime I'll completely fulfill.

If this can be done, there's no doubt in my heart,

A journey back home I'll be able to start.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for giving me a chance
To serve you and take prasida and dance.

(versified by Janakindtha dasa brahmacari)

Brahmédnanda Svami
GBC— Africa
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My Dear Srila Prabhupada,
cannot write anything that will properly glorify you. I am a
condemned sinful creature. Somehow I was born with two
hands and legs and have adopted the dress of a devotee as
your disciple, but there is not a minuscular particle of sin-
cerity or understanding in my heart.
I wonder how it is that I have passed so many empty days
in your movement, surrounded by hundreds and thousands
of your pure devotees without serving them properly, and still
be allowed to continue. Your mercy is surely great. The mercy
of your devotees is carrying me along back home, back to God-
head, although I am completely worthless and disqualified.

I cannot ask to be picked up as one of the most fallen in this
world because you have already done that by your mere glance.
1like to think that ] might one day be accepted by your devotees
as one of their devotees.

My words are empty and pretentious, but I continue to write
this offering because I have no other alternative than to go
through the motions and expressions of a devotee, hoping, like
an alchemist trying to turn iron into gold, that Your Divine
Grace will fill my empty words with spiritual life.

Dear Prabhupada, no one knows who you really are and
where you will go when your work on earth is done. How will |
be able to keep hold of your lotus feet and remain free from the
attraction of material energy which bewilders even Brahma, the
engineer of this universe? Therefore I think that you must
make some special arrangement for me, because I am com-
pletely helpless and dependent upon you.

Your humble servant,
Harhsadtita Svami
GBC—Sri Lanka
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ome people preach but do not act very nicely, while others act
very nicely but do not preach. The wonder of the pure devotee
(known as the dcdrya) is that he both acts nicely and preaches. We
have practically seen that you, Srila Prabhupada, both act in
wonderful ways and preach perfectly according to time, place,

and circumstances.

You have conquered over the urge to speak, the urges of the
mind, the force of anger and the forces of the tongue, belly, and genital.
You have no desire for sense gratification and are free from all varieties
of bodily conceptions. Therefore you are the perfect gosvami, Although
now your body has grown ‘‘old and weak,”” you are pushing it on
through the force of your spiritual potency in order to spread this move-
ment all over the world. This is simply amazing. (By this example we are
forced to understand that dead matter is forced to work by the energy of
the spirit soul.) Any other man would have lain down and died long ago,
but you are expanding your service all the time. Although the demons
are becoming more and more troublesome and place all kinds of obsta-
cles in our path, you never become discouraged; rather, you inspire us
more by your strong words and superhuman feats.

You are never disturbed at any moment because you are fixed in the
Supreme, despite all difficulties which may arise due to the body, the
demigods or other living beings. Because you are always united with the
supreme will of the Lord, your activities are perfect in every way. We
cannot understand how you constantly think of saving the fallen souls
even when we disciples are ready to kill them for their being so foolish
and demoniac and causing the devotees so much trouble. Therefore you
are the dcdrya. Prahldida Maharaja said:

naivodvije para duratyaya-vaitaranyds
tvad-virya-gayana-mahamrta-magna-cittah

soce tato vimukha-cetasa indriyartha-
maya-sukhdya bharam udvahato vimidhan

““O best of the great personalities, I am not at all afraid of material exis-
tence, for wherever I stay I am fully absorbed in thoughts of Your glories
and activities. My concern is only for the fools and rascals who are mak-
ing elaborate plans for material happiness and maintaining their families,
societies and countries. I am simply concerned with love for them.”
Once 1 asked you when you were reading the Srimad-Bhdgavatam,
Seventh Canto, ‘‘Prabhupada, I think you are always enwrapped in the
mood of Prahlada Mahdrdja.”” You said, ‘“‘Yes—1 am always thinking of



how to save all these fools and rascals.”” You are always thinking how
they might be relieved from their miserable conditions of existence and
engaged in the service of the Lord. Although Prahliada could have felt so
much personal discomfort, extreme anxiety and pain by the persecutions
of the demons, he was free from all difficulties because he simply merged
in the ocean of transcendental bliss by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra. You are always fully merged in the ocean of transcendental bliss
by chanting and constantly meditating on how these fools and rascals can
come to the highest perfection.

You have fully surrendered your life on the order of your spiritual
master to spread Krsna consciousness to the Western world, and you are
doing that wonderfully through your books. You are so kindly giving us
all that which is necessary to regain our lost transcendental conscious-
ness and enter into the kingdom of God. By your mercy we can know
that the kingdom of God is here when we engage in chanting His holy
names and preaching His glories to the fallen souls.

It is simply because of your books that the world atmosphere is becom-
ing clearer and people can see things as they are. Even though they
cannot understand the books (perhaps they are not even aware of their
existence), which are so spiritually powerful, the effect is there and
people are imperceptibly becoming purified although they cannot under-
stand how or why. The completely demoniac trend of human society is
gradually changing, and soon the time will come when Krsna will arrange
the ways and means that Krsna consciousness will envelop the world in
floods of transcendental ecstasy, and it is all because of your books.

So you are the perfect dcdrya, acting and preaching in the most perfect
way, guiding us (especially me —how fallen and sinful a person I am!) to
the light of knowledge and gradually freeing us from the bondage of illu-
sion. Your every activity is leading us back home, back to Godhead, and
you are forcing all the conditioned souls to also return someday, al-
though they have no idea to do it on their own.

I am praying that you will have me always as your humble servitor, and
if ever I decide to deviate from the correct path of devotion, please beat
me severely and drag me back to your lotus feet.

Your foolish servant,

Harikesa Svami

BBT trustee

GBC for Eastern Europe, Germany, Scandinavia, Switzerland and
Austria
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Prema-bhakti ydhd haite, avidyd-vindsa yadte, vede gdya yanhdra carita:
great spiritual master! O most glorious $rila Prabhu-
pada! The exquisite Vedic mantras sing ecstatically of
your character. O most perfect Master! I fall down in
the dust of your lotus feet, begging you to fan the
spark of love within my heart. Kindle within my
heart the blazing fire of unalloyed love for your lotus
feet, so that the fire will immediately burn to ashes all

fruitive desires and mental speculation.

Srl'—guru-carane rati, ei sei uttama-gati, yei prasdde piire sarva 4sa:

O most sublime messenger of Vaikuntha! Your two lotus feet are the
transparent via media for seeing the abode of Krsna. All liberations are
found in the dust of your feet. Gorgeous and eternal worlds are beheld
from the vantage point of the dust of your lotus feet. By tasting the nectar
of the dust of your feet, all material desires are quickly annihilated. I am
groping in the darkness of lust, O Gurudeva! Lead me at once to the dust
of your feet!

Guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete kariya aikya, ara nd kariha mane dsa:

O most fascinating of those who speak and chant! Shine the beacon of
your transcendental speaking on my heart. The blissful songs that you
sing are a river of nectar flowing into our ears. All the infinite Vaikuntha
planets floating in the spiritual sky, as well as the limitless material cre-
ation, are all revealed in your Bhaktivedanta purports. Only you know
our self-interest; let your instructions be eternally engraved in our minds
and hearts. Give us strength to drive out of our minds the venomous
black snakes of opinions opposing your instructions.

yasya deve pard bhaktir yathd deve tatha gurau
tasyaite kathita hy arthdh prakdsante mahdtmanah

O great Gurudeva! You are glorious like the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Sdksdd dharitvena samasta-sastraih: O inconceivable servitor
Godhead! You are so merciful that you permit a shameless rogue such as
myself to participate in your earthly pastimes. In your glorious descent to
the earth, you do not kill the demons such as myself, but you save us and
become our spiritual master. O beloved Gurudeva, you have shown your
mercy to me who was floundering in animal life. Now by your incon-
ceivable mercy let that animal become human, and let that human be-
come Vaisnava, and please, beloved Gurudeva, let that Vaisnava be
permitted to humbly and obediently return to his original, eternal post as
an atom at the lotus feet of Krsna.

Hrdayananda dasa Gosvami
GBC—South America
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Vyasa-pija Offering to His Divine Grace
$rila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada:
The Transcendental Physician for the Modern Day

om ajfiana-timirandhasya jiianéhjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

he bona fide spiritual master is accepted as good as Krsna
because he is the representative of Krsna. This is confirmed in all
Vedic scriptures and by all authorities. If one judges a spiritual
master by his appearance, by his possessions, or by other super-
ficial methods, the judgement will be imperfect. A spiritual
master speaks from the transcendental platform the vibrations
he has received from his spiritual master through disciplic suc-
cession. These transcendental words are known as sabda-brahma and
cannot be compared with ordinary sounds. Just as a touchstone cannot
be identified conclusively until it transforms base metal into gold, or a
physician until he can cure his patient, similarly, a bona fide spiritual
master is able to transform a disciple, even of inferior nature, into a first-
class person, i.e., a devotee of the Lord. A spiritual master is not merely
a pet or a fashion to maintain for some time and discard on a whim. The
spiritual master is Krsna’s way for coming to us and guiding us back to
home, back to Godhead. It is serious business.

Knowledge is the light by which the darkness of ignorance is van-
quished. Knowledge implies real knowledge, or knowledge free from er-
ror. Any kind of knowledge can be obtained in one of two ways. One way
is by experimental knowledge, which is compared to blind men feeling
the different limbs of an elephant and giving their postulations on the
form and nature of the elephant. The blind man holding the trunk thinks
an elephant is a gigantic snake, and the man holding the leg thinks
another way. In this way different theories are evolved from different
angles of observation, with no angle being complete or correct. The other
method is by receiving knowledge by the descending process, i.e.,
through guru-parampard, or disciplic succession. Knowledge handed
down from the source of all knowledge, or descending knowledge, is per-
fect and free from defect because it doesn’t depend on the imperfect
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perceptions of imperfect people. Just as the sun is self-illuminating, real
knowledge from Krsna is self-effulgent and doesn’t depend on empirical
speculation.

Considering the unique position of the spiritual master, it is essential
to consider how one should approach him. Bhagavad-gita says:

tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevayd
upadeksyanti te jidnam jiidninas tattva-darsinah

One must approach the spiritual master in a humble frame of mind, sur-
render unto him and offer him service. Then one should inquire about
the truth from the spiritual master because he has seen the truth. This
forms a reciprocal relationship of service and enlightenment between the
guru and the disciple. In a challenging attitude one cannot get enlighten-
ment from the spiritual master. Surrender means complete surrender
without considering the momentary material profit or loss.

Everyone is looking for a friend—someone to love and trust. But in
this material world if we put our trust in anyone, laying our head in his
lap, he will cut our head off. This is the position. His Divine Grace Srila
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is showing how one can be a real
well-wisher for everyone. Srila Prabhupada is relieving everyone, with-
out discrimination, from all kinds of dangerous conditions. Actually,
everyone is constantly suffering —at every moment we are suffering—so
much so it is taken for granted. No one questions why he is being
harassed and troubled by other creatures, why he is being agitated by his
body and mind, why he is growing old or dying. Neither taking the mis-
eries of life for granted nor the cures of the superficial symptoms will
help. The expert physician searches out the root cause and treats it; sub-
sequently, all symptoms disappear. The spiritual master is the total
physician of our composite disease of material life and its miseries. Srila
Prabhupada is curing his disciples and giving them real healthy life to
lead in this life and the next. A normal doctor may demand high personal
fees, but Srila Prabhupada is asking nothing for himself. Everything is
used for the satisfaction of Krsna, and to uplift others from their misera-
ble condition.

A patient’s relationship with his physician may end with the bill. But
the spiritual master’s relationship with his patient (disciple) is eternal.
Visvanitha Cakravarti Thakura in his Prayers to the Spiritual Master de-
scribes how the spiritual master uplifts the devotee and trains him in this
life, and in the liberated stage continues to guide the disciple to serving
Krsna with spiritual senses. On the other hand, if the disciple doesn’t
finish his business and reach Krsna in this life, the spiritual master again
takes birth in this material world to deliver the disciple. The relationship
between the guru and disciple is individual and everlasting. It is most
nectarine and sweet.



Considering the great risk the spiritual master is taking for his disciple
and the great gift he is giving, every disciple must take seriously his
obligation to his spiritual master. Our relationship with $rila Prabhupada
is not one-sided. We have sufficient instructions from S$rila Prabhupada
through his books and personal lectures and instructions to understand
what is required of us to satisfy his desires. Srila Prabhupada has done so
much for all of us, we should try to finish our business and not compel
him to come again.

$rila Prabhupada is establishing truth from the Vedas. Recently Srila
Prabhupida said: *‘In this world there are two groups. One group is good.
One group is bad. They are fighting with each other for supremacy. Krsna
and Balardma are standing aside and watching both groups. We belong to
Krsna-Balarama’s group.” Only Krsna-Balarima’s party is never de-
feated. (The whole world believed in the moon hoax, but $rila Prabhu-
pida stood firm. Now the cheating is being revealed....)

Out of thousands and thousands of men, a few are surrendering in de-
votion. As Srila Prabhupada’s disciples our close connection must be
maintained. How glorious, how rare are the devotees of Srila Prabhu-
pada! ISKCON is a transcendental hospital, curing all inmates of the ma-
terial disease. Not everyone is cured upon admittance. It takes time. Day
by day, moment by moment, according to sincerity and practice, the
devotees are progressing. Any superficial symptoms of previous diseases
are not very important in comparison with the fact of taking shelter of
Srila Prabhupada. Let us concentrate on the goal and consolidate our
efforts to satisfy Srila Prabhupada, spreading Krsna consciousness for the
welfare of the whole world. Remember, a great soul sees only the good
quality in a person, while an envious person sees only the bad qualities.

$rila Prabhupada’s program is worldwide. Broad-minded persons can
take part and feel their significance in Krsna consciousness’ massive
program. Srila Prabhupada is our physician, and he is administering the
cure. Chanting Hare Krsna, taking mahd-prasida and working
cooperatively with our Godbrothers to serve Sri Krsna and His devotees.
The change of heart that the disciple undergoes under the guidance of
the bona fide spiritual master is the proof of the effectiveness of the sin-
cerity of the disciple. $rila Prabhupada has already proved his efficacy,
and now it is up to us to accept the cure and the medicine properly to per-
fect our lives and give this to others. This is Srila Prabhupada’s desire.
On this holy Vyisa-pija day let us offer Srila Prabhupada our obeisances
and glorify his name and instructions. I beg to take the dust of the feet of
the great souls who have taken as their life and soul the service of Srila
Prabhupida!

Jayapataka Svami
GBC—Eastern India & Bangladesh
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Dear Srila Prabhupdda,
n the first chapter of Adi-lild in the Caitanya-caritdmrta you have
written, ‘It is not possible for a conditioned soul to directly meet
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but if one becomes a
sincere devotee and seriously engages in devotional service, Lord
Krsna sends an instructing spiritual master to show him favor and in-
voke his dormant propensity for serving the Supreme.”

Your mercy is incalculable because you have come to us, who were
never serious and had no contact whatsoever with devotional service.
You described us nicely in your arrival prayer: ‘‘Absorbed in material
life, they think themselves very happy and satisfied, and therefore they
have no taste for the transcendental message of Vasudeva.” But just as
Lord Caitanya engaged even the monkeys in Jharikhanda forest in
chanting Hare Krsna, you have come and engaged us mlecchas and
yavanas in dancing and singing about Krsna.

You have become glorious by carrying out the desire of Bhakti-
siddhdnta Sarasvati Prabhupada; you are satisfied by virtue of your love
for him and for Krsna. There is nothing we can do to glorify you further.
Our words are all inappropriate; our activities are so imperfect. Our only
hope is that someday, by the potency of the Holy Name, we may become
purified to the point of living as you have taught us. Then you, all the
members of the disciplic succession, and Lord Krsna Himself may be-
come pleased to see all these fallen hippies dancing and singing just like
devotees.

Kirtandananda Svami
GBC—Central North America
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,
very living being in the world today is in darkness, forced to
struggle hard for nonpermanent goals and for relief from the
continual onslaught of the miseries of material life. You have
the power to free us from this oppressive bondage, and be-
cause you are a pure devotee of Lord Caitanya, you are imbued
with the divine characteristic of unlimited mercy for the fallen
souls. Your blessings have been received by hundreds of
millions of people, and the entire course of history is being changed by
your inconceivable powers and your pure love for Krsna. Generally, ““in
this iron age of Kali men have but short lives. They are quarrelsome,
lazy, misguided, unlucky and, above all, always disturbed.”
(Bhag. 1.1.10) Their health and life-span is reduced because of irregular
habits, overeating, indulgence in sense gratification, overdependence on
another’s mercy and artificial standards of living—all of which weaken
and waste their vital energy. Their laziness especially refers to spiritual
practices, due to illusory bodily misidentification. Because everyone’s
mind is victimized by many diversions of politics, cinema, sports, gam-
bling, clubs, mundane libraries, bad association, smoking, drinking,
cheating, pilfering, quarreling, etc., they are always disturbed and full of
anxieties. The whole world atmosphere is surcharged with faithlessness,
lying propaganda and the strain of competition for sense gratification, en-
mity and war. Despite external appearances, it is impossible for any per-
son to independently achieve happiness, peace of mind, and freedom
from the suffering inflicted by this distorted way of life.

When Raghunatha dasa finally escaped from his family and achieved
shelter at the lotus feet of Lord Caitanya, the Lord told him, *“The mercy
of Lord Krsna is stronger than anything else. Therefore the Lord has
delivered you from the ditch of materialistic life, which is like a hole into
which people pass stool.”” (Cc. Antya6.193) Lord Caitanya emphasized
that a life of material comfort is like a ditch of stool, and anyone addicted
to the materialistic way of life is like a worm living in stool. Even though
it is abominable, the worm cannot give up the stool, and similarly even
though material life is wretched, the poor living entity cannot get out of
this filthy entanglement. Only the mercy of Krsna can save one from
such misery!

At the beginning of the Kali-yuga, the sages at Naimisaranya, who had
gathered to perform sacrifices to counteract the degrading influence of
the age, questioned Siita Gosvimi how people would be able to receive
the mercy of Krsna since the Lord had left the world for his own tran-
scendental abode. Stata Gosvdmi answered that in this age the mercy of
the Lord would be delivered to all people through transcendental books.
““This Bhdgavata Purdna is as brilliant as the sun, and it has arisen just
after the departure of Lord Krsna to His own abode, accompanied by



religion, knowledge, etc. Persons who have lost their vision due to the
dense darkness of ignorance in the age of Kali shall get light from this
Purana.”

Srila Prabhupida, your books have descended from the spiritual world
and are full of the all-powerful potencies of the Personality of Godhead.
They are nondifferent from Krsna and contain all His mercy. When your
disciples voluntarily approach the fallen souls to distribute these books,
and engage them in giving a donation and taking a book, their lives be-
come perfect because they have received the inconceivable mercy of the
Lord. Simply by giving a donation or taking a book they have begun their
favorable association with Your Divine Grace, the spiritual master of the
universe, and they become infected, by your blessings, with divine, tran-
scendental qualities, beginning with the affinity to hear about Krsna, to
associate with His devotees, etc. Anyone who engages in Lord Caitanya’s
sankirtana movement in this way receives your transcendental blessings
because you are the ocean of mercy. In this way, millions of people are
taking your books every year and are receiving the seed of devotional life
and love of Krsna. It appears externally that you are in India or America,
but actually you are in the spiritual world, eternally bestowing your bless-
ings on all who come in contact with you. You are so powerful that
simultaneously millions of living entities in all different parts of the
world can receive your blessings at once through these books. Who can
know your real position or the extent of your power? It is said in the Adi-
fila that, *‘The internal devotees or potencies are all eternal associates in
the pastimes of the Lord. Only with them does the Lord advent to pro-
pound the sankirtana movement, only with them does the Lord taste the
mellow of conjugal love, and only with them does He distribute this love
of God to people in general.” (7.18~19) Lord Caitanya has sent you to
this world to establish his mission and change the entire world order. All
His desires are being fulfilled by you, and the earth planet is becoming a
gateway for all the inhabitants of this universe to return to Krsnaloka.
Just to receive your blessings the demigods on the heavenly planets are
waiting in line to take birth here. This glorious day of your appearance in
the world will be forever celebrated as the most significant transcenden-
tal event in the history of Lord Caitanya’s movement, for you have
transformed the world’s karma and reestablished spiritual life. In great
awe and reverence I fall at your lotus feet and beg to be engaged by you
in helping distribute your books in every village and town, for as long as
you’ll allow me this privilege.

Your unworthy servant,
Ramesvara dasa Svami
GBC—Western USA
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n 1492, Columbus sailed into the Atlantic, competing with other ex-
plorers to discover the easiest way to India, the land of wonderful
spices, silks, tapestries, jewels, gold and silver. The feudal lords and
barons of Europe wanted to add more taste to their venison. They
desired finer fabrics, diamonds and emeralds to decorate their ladies.
They required richer woven drapes for their dullish castle walls and
precious metals to increase their wealth and power. Columbus
landed at the Bahama Islands off the coast of Florida and, thinking that
he had found India, called the natives ‘‘Indians.” He was in the
vanguard of the many foolish men from the Western countries who have
approached India for materialistic, external reasons. They never found
the real treasure of India, hidden until Your Divine Grace revealed the
complete science of Krsna consciousness in your books.

The British were supposedly able administrators, but they never cared
for the real opulence, the storehouse of love of God. They were deter-
mined to ‘‘civilize” the subcontinent, in their illusion not seeing the
Vedic culture but only confusing the mud and thatched huts of Bengal
with those of tribal Africa. Yet, a few centuries before the British rule,
Lord Caitanya and Prabhu Nityananda danced in those simple huts at
Mayapur, in the company of the greatest Vaisnava saints, relishing the
topmost internal pastimes of Radha-Krsna. And these truths would still
be secret if it wasn’t for the books of Your Divine Grace.

In 1492, Lord Caitanya Mahdprabhu was enjoying the pastimes of His
pauganda age, during which His chief occupation was to engage Himself
in study. Meanwhile, Columbus sailed into the womb of oblivion.

Today, while Western skeptics continue to flirt with Mayavadi
catastrophe and hover over India’s external features—the so-called
poverty, ‘‘over-population,” the ‘‘caste system’’ and underdeveloped
technology—Your Divine Grace proceeds to methodically conquer the
culture of the Western world, without firing a shot, simply by distribut-
ing your books.

Those concerned with external history say this is the year 1977, but
historians will know it as the year 491, Caitanya Era, the Age of the Hare
Krsna Movement. Personally, I have no legitimate expectation of going
back to Godhead, but I can only pray to remain in this Movement birth
after birth for the next 9,500 years. I beg to remain your ISKCON man.

Your most fallen disciple,
Ripanuga disa, GBC
Mid-Eastern U.S., Canada
Trustee, Bhaktivedanta Institute
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alone have so kindly come and expertly taken us out of our abysmal
suffering condition (sarsdra-ddvinala-lidha-loka) we personally thank
you and bow at your feet, begging to be maintained by you in eternal de-
votional service to the Supreme Lord Krsna.

om—address. As our spiritual master you have taught us how to ad-
dress you and how to address the Supreme Personality of Godhead
through you. Otherwise, as we did not know how to make obeisances, so
we also did not know how to address you or the Lord. So you have given
us this Stila Prabhupéada pranati, and it is completely right and fitting.

visnu-paddya—unto him who is at the feet of Lord Krsna. Because you
are most humbly taking shelter at the feet of the Supreme Lord,
therefore you are the greatest person in human society and therefore we
follow your example and instructions. We consider the dust of your feet
the most treasured crown. You do not act outside of Krsna’s devotional
service, and you always remain confident of the protection He extends to
the surrendered soul. This is no mere figure of speech, but you have
demonstrated your surrender as the boldest and the most successful world-
dcdrya ever, on behalf of Lord Krsna.

krsna-presthaya—who is very dear to Lord Krsna. Because you are tak-
ing shelter of Krsna’s lotus feet, therefore you are very dear to the tran-
scendental Lord. One who is dear to Lord Krsna is very rare (sa mahdtma
sudurlabhah), and he is like an auspicious touchstone who can turn
whomever he meets into another rare devotee of Krsna. You are speak-
ing Krsna’s eternal teachings throughout the world in millions of
published books. Thousands of dedicated bhaktas are surrendered to you
and engaged by you in full-time preaching of Lord Krsna’s glories. You
have induced the whole world into chanting ‘“‘Hare Krsna!”’> Anyone
with intelligence can understand that you are krsna-presthdya, very dear
to Krsna.

bhii-tale—on the earth. You are preaching here on the earth, the planet
of death. Lord Krsna sent you here. You came to 26 Second Avenue,
New York City, the earth, and the East Village newspaper proclaimed
your mission with the front-page headline: ‘‘Save Earth Now!’’ You are
the savior of the earth, and therefore you live amongst us, although you
have nothing to do with the earth, being entirely spiritual. But because
you are engaged in preaching you are moving all over this earth planet
and informing us, ‘“You are not this body, which is nothing but earth,
water and fire. You are all eternal spirit souls; you belong to Krsna and
the spiritual world.”” It is no exaggeration to say you bless the earth
wherever your lotus feet touch.

srimate—all-beautiful. This describes Lord Krsna, and it is also the ad-









gaura-vani—the message of Lord Caitanya. This is the substance of
your teaching. Scholars may say Caitanya Mahdprabhu was a great
Vaisnava saint of long ago, five hundred years past, but is He not still
completely with us as we push on Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s sankirtana
movement on your order? Yes, Caitanya Mahéprabhu is living in this
Hare Krsna Movement—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rima, Hare Rdma, Riama Rama, Hare Hare. You are
delivering His message undiluted, and it is being appreciated more and
more by young men who are joining you, as well as by learned scholars,
as the highest contribution to ail living entities. And you have demon-
strated in your seventeen volumes of Caitanya-caritamrta, with forcible
logic and Vedic evidence, that Caitanya Mahdprabhu is Lord Krsna Him-
self, the cause of all causes.

pracdarine—who are preaching. You have well earned retirement
millions of times, but you go on preaching. Sometimes you are so weak
you cannot stand, you cannot eat, but you go on preaching. ‘‘Help the
suffering humanity. They are all in ignorance and cannot understand that
there is another life. Give them Krsna.” It is only rascaldom if we claim
not to understand our duty as your disciples. I heard you myself at one
initiation, as you handed the sannydsis their dandas: ‘‘Now preach!
Preach! Go preach!”

nirvisesa—from impersonalism; sinya-vadi—from voidism. Previously
we did not even know the disease, although we were inflicted. Now we
are cured and equipped to fight all kinds of Mayavadis. You have trained
us all expertly. ‘I am simply praying,” you have said, ‘‘for the mercy to
be able to fight on behalf of Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

pascatya; western; desa—countries. The further west you go in India,
people are most like asses, said Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Narada Muni de-
scribed the western gate of the body as the source of degradation through
unrestrained sexual proclivity. But now Krsna consciousness is firmly
implanted in the West. ‘“The brainwashing books are already there.” It is
spreading like an epidemic. We can eventually see the day when the West
becomes pious under Krsna consciousness. The blind man and the lame
man are cooperating. It is all because of your preaching, on the order of
Lord Caitanya and Bhaktisiddhidnta Sarasvati Gosvami.

tarinpe—who are delivering. Please engage us always in your sublime
devotional service. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Satsvariipa dasa Gosvami
GBC—Pacific Northwest, Dallas
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nama om visnu-pdaddya krsna-presthdya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vapi-pracdrine

nirvisesa-sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

our Divine Grace, my lord and master, has shown most
scientifically that the fundamental principle of knowledge
is to know the difference between matter and spirit, that is,
between the field of activities and the knower of the field,
ksetra-ksetrajiiayor jianam (Bg. 13.3). 1t is your divine mercy
and priceless gift that we are blessed to see that matter per se is
characterized by low information-content. It can be trans-
formed into different complex forms, sizes, colors, tastes, fragrance,
etc., of high information-content by the touch of the spirit
(life) just like a potter can mold clay into different forms for different
purposes. Missing this very basic point, the material scientists are guided
by madyd, the illusory energy of the Divine Personality of Godhead, $ri
Krsna, mdyaydpahria-jiianah (Bg.7.15). So they take shelter of catch-
words like ‘‘chance,” “‘molecular evolution,” ‘‘mutation,” etc., which
can be shown to have no scientific validity whatsoever.

You have also demonstrated that the uitimate goal of all knowledge is
to know Viasudeva, Lord Krsna, vdsudeva-pard vedah. . . (Bhag. 1.2.28),
and the nature of the Absolute Truth must be the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. You have proved without any tinge of doubt that bhakti is
the only scientific process by which one can know the actual features of
the Absolute Truth and is indeed the very science of the relationship be-
tween jivdtma and Paramatma, which is the basis of Krsna consciousness
and the goal of life.

How fortunate is this most fallen soul to have been allowed by the all-
merciful Lord Hari to have the darsana of your lotus feet. Your instruc-
tions are so powerful—like the echoing thunder of the monsoon season.
““What good is your Ph.D. unless it is used for Krsna?”’ you remarked
oftentimes. Your glance is full of compassion and loving care. Remem-
bering your divine instructions constantly makes me fearless like a child
in the lap of his mother. Born most lowly, I never know how to behave
and speak before Your Divine Grace. You tolerated and forgave all my
offenses. There is no one more merciful than you, Srila Prabhupada.
Please allow me to prostrate myself before the dust of your lotus feet
birth after birth.

Most fallen servant,
Svariipa Damodara dasa
GBC, Minister of Higher Education
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nama om vispu-pddaya krsna-presthdya bhi-tale
srimate bhaktiveddnta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

om ajiidna-timirandhasya jiandnjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

e are indeed proud of offering our humble obei-
sances unto your most exalted lotus feet. When
Jesus Christ was on this earth, he had only a handful
of sincerely dedicated disciples, but because he was a
genuine master, now Christianity is spread all over the
world. We have now no doubt that the message of Krsna
‘consciousness is going to sweep across the entire universe
hundreds of times more than Christianity. This is because not only are
you the most genuine dcdrya—representative of God—but you are the
most daring devotee. You have truly staked everything to spread the
message of Krsna. You have not hidden any secrets. You have boidly
declared the supremacy of Krsna in a place where they had hardly heard
about Him. When every other Vaisnava Godbrother of yours was afraid
of dirtying his hands to pick up the fallen souls, you picked up the
challenge and put your hands in the most foul muck of the Western ma-
terialistic existence. As a result, thousands of impure creatures like us
are stuck to your lotus hand. Just as the fish which is flapping in the sand
gets relief when put back in water, or a traveler in the desert gets new life
when he sees a reservoir of water, we have found our home in your fear-
less shelter.

Your mercy is unlimited and all-pervading. Once you told us, “$rila
Riipa Gosvami has warned that the spiritual master should not take too
many disciples, but I am still taking many- disciples, because if I don’t
where will they go? What will be their fate?”* This mercy of yours is your
unique quality. Actually, because of taking so many sinful people as dis-
ciples, your health has deteriorated. You have no karmas to pay for, but
since you are accepting the sinful reactions of your fallen disciples, who
sometimes go back to their old sinful habits, you are suffering. Of course,
you are above any suffering because you are absorbed in the thoughts of
Krsna, but your sickness breaks our hearts. Recently when Your Divine
Grace was sick in Mayapur, one night your body was burning with high
fever, and I was trying to massage you with the broken heart, grief and
anxiety, being unable to take away your fever. But you all of a sudden
started speaking: ‘“Why are these rascal scientists saying life comes from
matter?”’ and another time you asked, ‘““What do they say when we say
everything belongs to Krsna?”’ So even in the midst of heavy fever you
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

ormerly, we had no desire for becoming Krsna conscious and

were shamelessly serving the unlimited orders of lusty desires,

without even wanting to give them up. But now you have
awakened our spiritual intelligence and taught us to disobey the
demands of mdyd. Now we are feeling somewhat relieved, having
realized what a dangerous predicament we were in. We were just like
blind men walking on a cliffside with jagged rocks below. We think,
therefore, that you have saved our lives; indeed, you have saved us from
unlimited suffering through millions of lives. What can we say or do,
therefore, to express our gratitude? Certainly we cannot ever repay this
debt to you. By your mercy the gateway to liberation has been opened.

Mahat-sevir dvaram Ghur vimukteh, we pray that we may follow your
instructions without deviation or concoction and thus not cause you
pain. You are kindly allowing us to assist you in the worship of Sri Sri
Radha Gopinatha and in spreading the mission of Lord Caitanya. With-
out your mercy the whole world would have gone to hell, but, by your
presence, millions will be saved.

How can we estimate our good fortune to be living on the same planet,
which has become a tirtha by the touch of your lotus feet, what to speak
of actually being members of your movement? Certainly we must be
amongst the most fortunate souls in the universe.

ISKCON Amsterdam
Locanananda dasa adhikart Prana dasa brahmacari Nabhasvati-devi disi
Atminanda dasa adhikari Echamaya disa brahmacari  Lalita-kunda-devi dasi
Tirthasddhaka dasa adhikari Trilokanétha dasa brahmacari Ugrasena-devi dasi
Vimuktasanga dasa adhikari Bhakta Gad Ahirada-devi dasi
Haye$vara ddsa adhikari Bhakta Gordan Gurubhakta-devi dési
Ranadurmada dasa adhikari Bhakta Maximo Marutvati-devi dasi
Bidaficandra dasa adhikari Bhakta Clive Kamadhenu-devi dasi
Veitkatesa dasa adhikari Bhakta Karl Heinz Kapardini-devi dasi
Mahotsaha dasa brahmacari Bhakta Jacinto Ramaniya-devi dasi
Bhavasindhupiita dasa Bhakta Jerry Vedasmrti-devi dast
brahmacari Bhakta Manuel Ardra-devi dasi
Vasittama dasa brahmacari Bhakta Jimmy Santala-devi dasi
Mahavidya dasa brahmacari Bhakta Leo Bhakta Roepvati
Mrgapati disa brahmacari Bhakta Arnoid Bhakta Ingrid
Jaya Gopala ddasa brahmacari Bhakta Ebel Bhakta Jean Louis
Yasoda-vatsala dasa brahmacari Bhakta Ed Bhakta Rene
Jiidnaraja dasa brahmacari Bhakta Cesar Bhakta Manzalya
Mathuri dasa brahmacari Bhakta Maha Michael Pupa Maiijari
Vrsni-vamsa dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Michael Krsna Caitanya
Bhigyakara dasa brahmacari Bhakta Gerto Gaurahari
Akhiladhara dasa brahmacari ~ Bavani-devi dasi Inga
Viyuvahana dasa brahmacari Sailendriya-devi dasi Miriam
Divasirhha dasa brahmacari Nikuiijavasini-devi dasi
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**Again there are those who, although not conversant in spiritual knowl-
edge, begin to worship the Supreme Person upon hearing about Him
from others. Because of their tendency to hear from authorities, they
also transcend the path of birth and death.” (Bg. 13.26)

he essence of religion can be enunciated only by the Per-
sonality of Godhead Himself. Krsna knows everything perfectly
and the pure devotee is only speaking exactly what Krsna speaks.
Therefore, to hear from him means to receive the unadulterated
Absolute Truth. When Krsna is known all things become
known, and that understanding illuminates everything as the sun
lights up the day. Like dark and light, side by side coexisting, the
surrendered soul experiences sublime life even in this world (brahma-
bhatah prasanndtmd) while the mundaner is always filled with anxieties
and grief. The simple difference is the speck in the eye, the arrogant
refusal to see the world as designed for Krsna’s pleasure.

This perspective is the gift of the bona fide spiritual master. He does
not take the risks and burdens of the material world merely to deliver
some temporary trinket of mystic siddhis, or a coyly turned rationale for
dog and hog life. He is delivering eternal life, full of bliss and knowl-
edge—nothing less—to all who are willing to strive for it. Because the
pure devotee has actually seen the truth, he can bring the haze of am-
biguous terms—Supreme, absolute, liberation, oneness—into the
crystal-clear focus of ever-youthful Radha and Krsna, surrounded by
eternal loving servitors in the transcendental land of cintamani.

Therefore our obligation is clear—salvation delivered in exchange for
sincere service. As that father invests time and trouble in an infant child
with the hope that the child will become a good son later to assist him, so
we are always praying to become mature sons and daughters able to
assist in maintaining and increasing Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana move-
ment. May we always feel indebted.

Your eternal servants,

Badarinardyana dasa Bhakta Eric Amara-devi dasi
Yamunatatacara dasa Bhakta Lonnie Devala-devi dasi
Mitravin dasa Bhakta Tim Nila Madhava-devi dasi
Pariplrna disa Navasi-devi dasi Anasiiya-devi dasi
Vamsi disa Dhenumati-devi dasi
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efore attempting to glorify you, $rila Prahbupada, let us first

offer our heads at your lotus feet. By the power of our minds,

and by our so-called knowledge, we can not properly see or

understand you; how then can we hope to offer you the

praise that you really deserve? It is not possible. Our only

hope, therefore, of presenting a nice offering to you on this

auspicious day of Vyasa-pija is if, by your mercy, we can

give up (if even for a moment) the ascending method of approach, and

witness our own frailties and impurities. In such a state of humility, one

may see just how far away from Krsna he actually is and thereby

simultaneously perceive how close to Krsna you are. Only in such a state

of utter humility and love is it actually possible to offer you sincere

praise. Before continuing, let us apologize that we have not come to this

condition. Lacking such humility, our offering will surely be laced with

deceit and pretence. It will certainly be childish and lacking in sincerity.
We hope you will forgive us for this.

The spiritual master is the mercy manifestation of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. As such he can never be considered separate or dif-
ferent from Krsna. If one is fortunate enough to meet such a spiritual
master, it is as good as meeting Krsna.

*“According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures,
the spiritual master is nondifferent from Krsna. Lord Krsna in
the form of the spiritual master delivers his devotees.”’ (Cc. Adi
Lila, 1.45)

Thus we are very fortunate to have your association, Srila Prabhupada,
for associating with the pure devotee is as good as associating with Krsna.
Similarly, your instructions are nondifferent from the instructions of Sri
Krsna, for you are His external manifestation.

Because of our lamentable condition, and owing to the fact that we find
it difficult to utilize anything other than our senses in the pursuit of
knowledge, Krsna has sent you to us. You are a liberated devotee; you
are a Saktydvesa-avatara, an empowered incarnation of Krsna Himself,
appearing only for the benefit of the most fallen souls.

‘“Since one cannot visually experience the presence of the
Supersoul, He appears before us as a liberated devotee. Such a
spiritual master is no one other than Krsna Himself.”” (Cc. Adi
Lila, 1.53)

Your mercy is distributed in the form of transcendental sound, and by
hearing you speak and by receiving your orders we have incurred a debt
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namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascdtya-desa-tarine
Srila Prabhupada, you are very dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter
at His lotus feet. You are always absorbed in the thoughts of Lord Krsna
and cannot forget Him even for a moment.

mac-citté mad-gata-prand bodhayantah parasparam
kathayantas ca mam nityam tusyanti ca ramanti ca

‘“The thoughts of My pure devotees dwell in Me, their lives are surren-
dered to Me, and they derive great satisfaction and bliss enlightening one
another and conversing about Me.” (Bg. 10.9)

Srila Prabhupada, everything you do and say and plan is as good as
Krsna’s plan. Therefore you, Srila Prabhupada, are very victorious and
successful in your preaching mission to fulfill the desire of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. You are a true mahdtmd, always glorifying the Lord.

satatam kirtyanto mam yatantas ca drdha-vratah
namasyantas ca mam bhaktyd nitya-yuktd upasate

‘*Always chanting My glories, endeavoring with great determination,
bowing down before Me, these great souls perpetually worship Me with
devotion.” (Bg. 9.14)

Srila Prabhupéda, you can make this whole world God conscious and
make everyone servant of Krsna instead of servant of the senses,
because the embodied soul, by his immemorial desire to avoid Krsna
consciousness, causes his own bewilderment. Due to this he forgets his
constitutional position as eternal, blissful servant of Lord Krsna.

tad viddhi pranipdtena pariprasnena sevayd
upadeksyanti te jianam jiianinas tattva-darsinah

“‘Just try to learn the truth by approaching a bona fide spiritual master.
Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him. The self-
realized soul can impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the
truth.” (Bg. 4.34)

Srila Prabhupada, by inquiring submissively and rendering service like
a menial servant without false prestige and satisfying you is the secret of
advancement in spiritual life. Inquiries and submission constitute the
proper combination for spiritual understanding. Unless there is submis-
sion and service and inquiries to the spiritual master it will not be effec-



tive. Therefore, when the student is submissive and always ready to
render service, the reciprocation of knowledge and inquiries becomes
perfect.

api ced asi pdpebhyah sarvebhyah papa-kritamah
sarvam jRdna-plavenaiva vrjinam santarisyasi

“Even if you are considered to be the most sinful of all sinners, when
you are situated on the boat of transcendental knowledge you will be able
to cross over the ocean of miseries.”” (Bg. 4.36)

Srila Prabhupada, we, as your disciples, would like to become very dis-
ciplined to your instructions and become your menial servants. Even
though we are so conditioned in our existence, we pray that you may ac-
cept our insignificant service so that we may purify our existence to cross
the dangerous ocean of Kali-yuga.

tvam nah sandarsito dhatra dustaram nistitirsatam
kalim sattva-haram purisam karna-dhdra ivarnavam

“We think that we have met Your Grace by the will of providence and
thus accept you as the captain of the ship for those who desire to cross
the dangerous ocean of Kali, which destroys all the good qualities of a
human being.”

Srila Prabhupada, we have been indulging in so much sense gratifica-
tion for so many hundreds and thousands of years, and finally by the
grace of Lord Krsna we have come in contact with a pure devotee like
yourself, Srila Prabhupada!!

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavdn jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

‘“‘Upon traversing this whole material creation of Lord Brahma, one for-
tunate soul might get the bhakti-latd (seed of devotion). This happens by
the grace of guru and Krsna.”

Your eternal servants,

Astasiddhi dasa adhikart Vasusvesa disa brahmacari Ramaniya-devi dasi
Sahadeva dasa adhikari Vrajaraja dasa brahmacarT Radhika Ramana-devi dasi
Parvati dasa adhikari Vinoda dasa brahmacarl Bhaktin Cilla

Bhitanatha dasa brahmaciari Bhakta Mike Bhaktin Janice

Usiépati dasa brahmacari Jianamiirti-devi dasi Bhaktin Ricky
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nama orn visnu-pdddya krsna-presthdya bhi-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascdtya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupida,

lease accept our most fallen, worthless obeisances in the dust
of your lotus feet. You are the most glorious personality and
you are the savior of the entire world. From your lotus
mouth showers the transcendental rain of Lord Caitanya’s
pastimes of mercy, which destroys all the ignorance of this
material world.

When this nectar mixes with the flood of devotional service,
emanating just like moonbeams from your lotus feet, an ocean of Krsna
prema surges forth. Every place that Your Divine Grace’s lotus feet set
down unlock the floodgate of this love of Krsna, and all the living entities
there become drowned in the holy name of the Lord. Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama,
Hare Hare.

We fall at your feet again and again. You are the supreme friend of
everyone and you are the dcdrya of the three worlds.

We are lowly, filthy, rotten and the most contaminated entities, and
you, dear Srila Prabhupada, are the only hope for such weak-willed and
evil-hearted souls as us. We are madly engaged in chewing the chewed
and sinking deeper and deeper into the hell of material life, completely
and grossly covered with illusion.

You are so kind, tolerant, expert and merciful that you are repeatedly
saving us again and again from the burning stench of this illusion.

All glories to you, Srila Prabhupéda. Your golden face is just like the
rising sun, and from your golden heart emanates the moonlight of com-
passion. When your golden lotus lips narrate the ripened fruit and
essence of transcendental knowledge, you open our eyes and hearts to
the eternal beauty and bliss of Krsna consciousness.

We are now afraid of this material world. We don’t want to take birth
here anymore and work hard like an ass, foaming at the mouth, full of
frustration and anxiety, and always being defeated by death: pa, pha, ba,
bha, ma.

All this just to chew the chewed.

You are our only shelter and you have so mercifully saved us from this
eternal hell.
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All Glories to Your Divine Grace

he struggle for existence does not take place for one in spiri-
tual consciousness. You are absorbed in your service to Krsna,
and so you are unaffected by the three modes.

daivi hy esd gunamayi mama mdya duratyaya
mdm eva ye prapadyante mayam etam taranti te

We are here in the material world, and except for yourself,

most of us are in a material consciousness. By your mercy you

have descended to this stool house, bringing with you the spiritual world
and spiritual knowledge.

Just as Krsna descends in the human form, you appear displaying Lord
Caitanya’s pastimes—but the unintelligent, such as myself, have no ap-
preciation for pure devotees such as yourself.

Srila Prabhupada, you are jagad-guru, enacting this sasikirtana mission
right here in this most degraded culture. The people here are of the
lowest caliber of mlecchas and Sitdras. And you, my divine master, have
left your beloved Goloka Vrndavana to come and engage them properly
in Krsna’s service.

The sinful activities of these Western people are but a reflection of my
own sinister and envious mentality. You have given me the process for
cleansing my body and soul, but I become slack unless chastised often. I
pray to you for the strength to follow your teachings.

For all the knowledge and happiness you are bringing to us, the only
thing you ask in return is that we distribute your mercy to others in the
form of Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gitd, which can make the
whole world Krsna conscious. We are so fortunate to have a chance to
partake in this spiritual activity of dispersing knowledge which frees the
soul of millions of sinful reactions.

However, most unfortunately, I have no strong desire to carry out
your order. I simply want to live comfortably in the temple, enjoying my
senses and doing whatever service satisfies me. By my self-motivated
mentality, [ have no compassion or love, and making someone else
happy is on[y secondary.

My dear Srila Prabhupada, you are brahma-bhiitah prasanndtma: not
affected by these material modes in which [ am so deeply entwined, just
as a snake tightly wraps his victim who is so foolish as to venture into
dangerous areas.

You have taught me that ‘“‘Humility means that one should not be anx-
ious to have the satisfaction of being honored by others.” But when my



service is praised I become enlivened, and when I am chastised I become
morose.

You are unattached to everything in this world, and you are drawn to
Krsna like filings to a powerful magnet. You are always telling us about
Krsna and His pastimes and His service:

satatamn kirtayanto mam yatantas ca drdha-vratdh
namasyantas ca mdarn bhaktya nitya-yuktd updsate

If only I can be attracted by your unparalleled good qualities and leave
the undesirable association of my mind. I am struggling for material
satisfaction, controlled by my unbridled senses and my monkeylike ac-
tivities, which cover any of my good features.

Srila Prabhupada, you have saved me from falling off the cliff of
human life into the cycle of evolution. If somehow, by your mercy alone,
I can keep on distributing your books, and develop some appreciation of
your appearance, then my life will become all-auspicious and successful.

Srila Prabhupada, please accept my prostrate obeisances at your lotus
feet, and please don’t kick me away into the mire of nescience from
which you dragged me.

I pray to you to give me the strength to carry out your order.

Your fallen and offensive servants,
New Jagannatha Puri Dhama, Berkeley

Caru disa Magaraja disa Ripa-maiijasi-devi dasi Jagannatha-Puri-devi dasi
Brhaspati dasa Mahi-Nidhi dasa Lamba-devi dasi Lila-smarana-devi dasi
Svayaiijata dasa Ramasraya dasa Lila-devi dasi Rohini-devi dasi
Bhakta dasa Jfidna-gati dasa Krsna-laulya-devi dasi  Bhaktin Lola
Hanumat-prasaka Jagadesa disa Mahesvarya-devi dasi  Bhaktin Debbie

dasa Pravananada dasa Kasta-devi dasi Bhaktin Jean-Marie
Krta-karma dasa  Mitrasena disa Patraja-devi dasi Bhaktin Katy
Yajfiavalkaya disa Svaka dasa Nada-devi dasi Bhaktin Lyn
Ramanuja dasa Candrasekhara disa  Nityarapa-devi ddsi Bhaktin Clare
Vyala désa Nimai disa Lola-devi dasi
Lokanitha daisa  Gohita dasa Jayabhadra-devi dasi  Children
Mauri disa Bhadravardhana dasa Buddhi-devi disi Jagannitha
Sakti-pati dasa Bila disa Subhalaksmi-devi dasi Balarima
Vatsala dasa Thakur Haridasa ddsa Dinesta-devi dasi Krsna
Visoka disa Misra Bhagavan dasa Manini-devi dasi Samba
Maharsi disa Jiva dasa Laliti-devi dasi Lokapala
Bhaskara dasa Ravi dasa Varaha-devi dasi Dhruva
Vrndivana- Bhakta Gilbert Karunpa-devi dasi Subhadra

candra dasa Bhakta Bopot Sonapuri-devi das Vnda
Varuna dasa Bhakta Allen Kopalatika-devi dasi  Jayadevi
Kuna-kira disa  Bhakta Al Kanva-devi dasi Yogamaya
Trilocana ddsa Bhakta Jack Kalilalita-devi dasi Lalita
Parvata Muni dasa Bhakta Jamil Prabala-devi dasi Mahamiya
Haripida dasa Bhakta Richard Sudharma-devi dasi Devaki

Tapandcarya dasa Vaibhavi-devi dasi Masini-devi disi
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Vydsa-pija Offering: Utility is the Principle
Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our prostrate obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthdya bhi-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti ndmine

namas le sdrasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

In the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Srila Ripa Gosvamr states:

andsaktasya visayan yathdrham upayunjatah
nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe yuktar vairdgyam ucyate

hen one is not attached to anything, but at the
same time accepts everything in relation to Krsna,
one is rightly situated above possessiveness.”” As the
most exalted ripanuga, you embody this, Srila
Prabhupida. For example, if a wretched, bewildered jiva
reluctantly offers some service to you, as Krsna’s most
intimate devotee you display your magnanimous nature
by accepting that service, however faulty, and the jiva benefits by helping
spread Krsna consciousness.

Therefore, you are the most expert and wonderful spiritual master,
and we thank you for engaging us on the BBT Library Party. Although
you found us uneducated (even by mleccha standards), you have en-
thused and dispatched us to preach to the ‘‘intelligensia’’ who, at best,
are no better than drunken Jagdis and Madhais in the garb of “Ph.D.,
professor, and dean.” Now, you are enabling even them to become
purified by serving Krsna. Some are purchasing your books; some are
recommending them to libraries. And some scholars, in circles where
asslike braying is the theme song, have suddenly produced sweet praises
for you and your books, such as these:

“It is axiomatic that no book can be expected to entirely satisfy all its
potential readers. Here is one, however, which can be said to come
remarkably close to that ideal....” (re: Srimad-Bhagavatam)

*“It is really astonishing how $rila Prabhupada is able to translate the
entire Srimad-Bhdgavatam, single handed, and when one comes to think



of this, apart from his other great literary works, one is tempted to
wonder if he is not the same Vyasa Muni reborn today to adapt his own
old work into a universal language of this age for the spiritual upliftment
of the modern man.”

Let them utilize your books more and more, as textbooks, reference
books, required or extra-credit reading, and, eventually, as the solution
to their ghostly-haunted lives of mental speculation and fruitive activity.
Already, hundreds have written reviews; thousands have purchased
individually; and at least two thousand libraries (public, private, and uni-
versity libraries alike, representing eighteen countries on four conti-
nents) have utilized BBT’s standing order service to acquire a complete
set of your books for their patrons.

So let the philosphers and religionists irrigate their ‘‘comparative ap-
proach” with the life-giving nectar of your preaching, $rila Prabhupada.
Let the literary specialists satisfy their passion for adventure and love by
reading krsna-lild as rendered through the lotuslike lips of a pure devo-
tee. May the sanskritists and Indologists, squinting at the diacritics, ex-
pand their vision to the extent of actually understanding the books they
study, by utilizing your editions. Even the sociologists, artists, lawyers,
and biologists can utilize your books, for as you said, ‘‘I touch on these
fields whenever possible.”

Grasping for words to represent even one percent of your divine glory
on this Vydsa-phja day, we simply offer to you our Library Party services
as one more example of what unqualified disciples can do with the help
of a bona fide guru:

mukar karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam ahar vande sri-gurum dina-taranam

““By the mercy of the guru, even a dumb man can become the greatest
orator, and even a lame man can cross mountains.”’

Dear $rila Prabhupada, please allow us to utilize our lives in your ser-
vice under any circumstances.

Your eternal servants, The International BBT Library Party

Satsvariipa dasa Gosvami Kalakantha dasa brahmacdrl  Gokulananda dasa adhikari
Bhiigarbha disa brahmacari  Maha Buddhi ddsa brahmacari Radhd Krsna dasa adhikari
Ghanasyima disa brahmaciri Maha Krama disa brahmacari

15a dasa brahmacari $esa dasa brahmacari
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climber without a guide is lost, so similarly the spiritual aspirant without
the divine master is doomed to failure on the path to spiritual perfection.

Human life begins at the point when one accepts with faith and devo-
tion a spiritual master for his guidance out of the darkness of ignorance.
But who is to be chosen, and how, is of the utmost importance, for to
choose an impostor as a guide on the path of transcendence is the para-
mount danger which one may meet on his sojourn through this material
world; nay, it can practically mean his eternal damnation here. As the
teacher without a degree cannot teach, as a captain cannot sail without
thorough experience, as the mountain guide cannot lead without having
gone the path himself before, similarly the spiritual master which one
chooses must be full completely with the required qualifications to guide
one back along the venerable but difficult path of transcendence. The
first and foremost is that he is an dcdrya in the bona fide line of disciplic
succession. Therein all qualifications are contained. First we should ex-
amine the disciplic succession and what it means: It is the unbroken
chain of spiritual masters who have handed down intact the divine
message of pure devotional service as it was enunciated by the original
spiritual master, $ri Krsna, to His first disciple, Lord Brahma. There is
never any addition or subtraction made. As it was received, so it was
given—the transcendental message. It is out of divine love and faith for
the Lord that the spiritual masters will never change the message of the
Lord, lest their heart of hearts be drowned in a ocean of grief at disap-
pointing their beloved. So the dcarya is one who through his thought,
word and deeds teaches the message of the disciplic succession, as incul-
cated to him by the guru, the sdstras and sddhus—previous saints in the
line, and it is this alone which makes one qualified to be the preceptor of
thq spiritual path.

Sri Ripa Gosvami, the eminent scholar and intimate disciple and
associate of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and poet among poets in Vaisnava
literature, has deftly praised the qualities of an dcdrya in his concise but
powerful and sweet treatise the Upadesimrta. In the first verse he
enunciates:

vaco vegam manasah krodha-vegam jihvd-vegam udaropastha-vegam
etdan vegan yo visaheta dhirah sarvam apimdm prthivim sa Sisyat

Vaco vegam—1It is most difficult to control the urge to speak. The
tongue is most voracious and eager to speak always and anything, with-
out cessation. It is he who can always control the ever-swaggering tongue
and train it to vibrate transcendental sound only. Then he alone can be-
come the dcarya.

Manasah krodha-vegam—*‘My dear Krsna,”” Arjuna entreats, ‘‘is it
not more difficult to control the mind than to control the raging wind?”’
The mind is so stubborn and obstinate that it controls the intelligence at
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path to spiritual perfection. When the body increases in weight and
strength, the urge to enjoy the genital also increases. One who denies the
body undue and excessive increase in the vital fluid of life and conserves
it therein for memory, determination and enthusiasm for spiritual pur-
suits, accepting only enough to keep body and soul together, he alone
can be an acarya.

The prince among poets in Vaisnava literature, Sri Riipa Gosvami,
says that etdn vegdn—he who controls all these urges—is visaheta dhirah,
the one and only dhira, a sober person in this world. Undisturbed by the
influence of the modes of material nature on these six sense gratifying
agents, he has conquered the material nature. The dhira is guru, or
heavy; that is, he is situated in one place above the material ocean’s
wave. Therefore Sri Rapa says, sarvam apimam prthivim sa Sisyat—he
alone can go throughout the world and make disciples because he alone
has become dcdrya, one who teaches the path of transcendence from the
guru, the sastra, and the sddhus, by his thought, word, and deeds.

The dcdrya is a veritable transcendental repository of spiritual knowl-
edge and thoughts. His association is like touchstone, enlightening
everyone he meets via the touch of transcendental sound vibration,
which enters and purifies the heart of every true seeker who practically
sees with his own eyes that every action of the dcdrya is a manifestation
of his divine knowledge and teachings, an example for all to follow. Such
a veritable king should be approached with great caution, for Sri Krsna
Himself has said, dcdryam mar vijaniydt. The dcdrya is My very self. Just
as the ambassador is given equal reception as the president he repre-
sents, so the spiritual master is to be received like Krsna because he is
thinking, speaking and acting on behalf of the Lord. He is doing what the
Lord Himself would do for us if we were able to see Him with our spiritu-
ally blind eyes. We cannot reach the Lord in the heart, so He has come
out and manifested Himself as guru, the external manifestation of
Paramatma, the Lord in the heart. And because He is in contact with
Paramatma, who is everywhere in full knowledge of everything, there is
nothing which is secret for the dcdrya. The dcdrya may know whatever he
may need or choose to know at any given second. As Vyasa was tri-kdla-
Jita, or able to perceive time in all three phases—past, present and
future—so the dcdrya has this power. Therefore it is said, sarva-devamayo
guruh: he is the sum total of all the demigods. If one worships the dcdrya,
then he has fulfilled all his commitments to all the demigods. The dcdrya
is a veritable repository of all strength, fame, knowledge, beauty, and
wealth. He is unrivalled in the worlds and should be approached with
only the utmost respect and veneration. Verily it is said that when one
stands before the spiritual master he should think himself a total fool.
Further it is stated that one must never be envious of the dacdrya, for it is
enviousness of Krsna. If the ambassador is insulted, the president is in-



sulted, therefore envy is an offense at the lotus feet of the spiritual
master, which is known as vaisnava-aparddha. Such an offense causes
havec on the progressive path back to Godhead. One should strictly
avoid it. The dcdrya should be approached in a humble frame of mind
(pariprasnena sevaya), with an innocent and inquisitive mind and a hum-
ble service attitude, because this is the only method and combination
which endears the guru to enlighten the disciple with transcendental
knowledge. It is this knowledge we must obtain to transcend the material
world.

No one is more kind and gracious than the dedrya. Coming to this rot-
ten, miserable material world! What a great sacrifice for all of us, who are
so unworthy—suffering for our sinful reactions, reducing our burden in
traversing the path to spiritual progress. He is the greatest servant to all
humanity, for he is the greatest servant of the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna.
Therefore he is master, spiritual master, dcdrya, and it is his path we
must follow, holding on tightly to his dhoti, for it is by his merciful glance
alone that we can go back to Godhead. He has spared no pains in fulfill-
ing the orders of his guru-mahardja in coming to the Western world, fac-
ing terrible conditions of health, weather, eating, sleeping and traveling,
giving up all bodily comforts, undaunted in his determination that “I
must satisfy my guru-maharadja.” This consciousness we must also attain.
This we must also cry out for. We must throw off all of our material
desires, shun all hope for liberation, and pray constantly day and night
with all the courage at our command that we can in some small way
satisfy even minutely our beloved spiritual master, His Divine Grace.

A new day is dawning in the history of the world, the face of all nations
will change, their culture, their eating habits, their sleeping habits, their
processes of mating and defending, their routine of keeping clean, every-
" thing from A to Z is being changed—their thoughts, their words and
their deeds—all by the grace of one single personality, a personality so
divine, so powerful, so learned, so beautiful, so wealthy, so renounced,
so famous that he defies comprehension by the greatest material intellect
and the swiftest material mind. Let us all on this day renew our pledge to
become an integral part in his plan of changing the entire destiny of
mankind by unreservedly surrendering our every thought, word and
deed at the lotus feet of our spiritual master, who Thakura Bhaktivinoda
predicted would come and preach the message of Lord Caitanya
unrestrictedly throughout the world, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, the fulfiller of Lord Caitanya’s prophecy
that “My name shall be heard in every town and village of the world.”

Gaura Govinda Svami Dhirasinta disa brahmacari Vydapi dasa brahmacari
Bhagavat dasa brahmaciri Praka$itma disa brahmacari Hare Kesna dasa brahmacari
Saiijata dasa brahmacari  Premalauna dasa brahmacari Digpati dasa adhikari
Jitaprdna ddsa brahmacari Mahabhuja disa brahmacari
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nama orih visnu-paddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

i e

caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai Sri-gurave namah

¢ have no qualifications to make an offering to
Your Divine Grace. Any qualification we may have
to serve you is due to your causeless mercy only. So
please let us realize our position, which is just like that
of a sold-out animal, who is completely dependent upon
its master in every respect. You are our master and have
given us everything. You have brought us the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra, the medicine that will wipe out the disease of illusion from
which we are suffering. You are maintaining us daily, supplying us with
krsna-prasada, with the shelter of your Vaikuntha temples and with the
association of krsna-bhaktas. You have placed us under the expert care
of your devotee, His Holiness Kirtanananda Svami. You have given us
$ri $ri Radha Vrndavana Candra to saturate our eyes and purify our
hearts. You are destroying the long-cherished desire for sense gratifica-
tion and in turn you are filling the mouths of your devotees with krsna-
katha. You are a miracle worker, transforming dark-hearted mlecchas
into bright-faced Vaisnavas. And now it is coming to pass that in every
town and village the holy names of Hare Krsna, Hare Rdma are being
vibrated because you have so faithfully followed the instructions of your
guru-mahdraja, His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. It is de-
scribed that one drop of Lord Caitanya’s mercy can inundate the entire
world with pure love for Krsna. Srila Prabhupada, you are that one drop.
Your Divine Grace is our only hope in this world of birth and death. O
Gurudeva, please do not let us escape the deluge of your mercy.
Please help this sinner catch hold of your lotus feet. All glories, all glo-
ries, all glories to the emissary of S$ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Brisakdpi dasa Papasthdya dasa Sarjadi-devi dasi
Nityodita disa Krsnagtami dasa Varaha-devi dasi
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life, we considered ourselves very advanced. What could we learn from
you? Fat and complacent, we already had so many big leaders and
teachers. How could we learn anything from You?

matir na krsne paratah svato va
mitho 'bhipadyeta grha-vratanam

adanta-gobhir visatdm tamisram
punah punas carvita-carvananam
(Bhag. 7.5.30)

You had come to the West out of compassion for us rascals, but how to
save us?
na te viduh svartha-gatim hi visnum
durasaya ye bahir-artha-mdninah
andhd yathandhair upaniyamanas
te 'pisa-tantryam uru-damni baddhéh
(Bhdg.7.5.31)

We are so fallen and Godless, how could we ever understand your
sublime message?

naisdm matis tdvad urukramanghrim
sprsaty anarth@pagamo yad-arthah
mahiyasam pdda-rajo-’bhisekam
niskificananam na vrnita yavat
(Bhdg. 1.5.32)

We think that only by your causeless mercy could such wretched souls
be engaged in the loving service of the Lord—only by your transcenden-
tal tricks and by the dust of your lotus feet. You sat under a tree in
Thompkins Square Park and began chanting ‘‘Hare Krsna.” And, when
we thought, “Who is this fellow? What is he doing?”’ You began to ex-
plain the Bhagavad-gita As It Is. You gave us a new life, and you taught us
how to live. Some people have hearts like stone, some have hearts like
gold, and some have hearts like butter. But your heart is like nectar, al-
ways melting in love of God. Therefore you were pleased by our simple
efforts to dance and chant ‘“‘Hare Krsna,”” and to honor the
krsna-prasada you prepared for us. Only by your causeless mercy could
we get any idea of Krsna consciousness, and only through your transcen-
dental love could our attachment for Sri Krsna develop. You gave us life
and you taught us how to live. You taught us how to eat, how to sleep,
how to wash, how to dress, how to worship, how to sit, how to speak,
how to think, and how to serve. You gave us the ‘“Hare Krsna’’ mantra
and the transcendental seed of krsna-bhakti. The sunshine of your purity
and the rainfall of your mercy created auspicious conditions in which the



seed could grow, and you tendered the young creeper, cutting the weeds
with your sharp criticism, and supporting the sapling with your loving
guidance.

What could we offer to Krsna? Krsna is dtmdrdma. Furthermore, He
resides in a limitless kingdom of spiritual gems, where He is always
served with great reverence and affection by hundreds and thousands of
goddesses of fortune. What could we ever do to please Him? Your heart
is so soft that you were pleased even by the awkward attempts of His
child trying to walk. And somehow or other, because you were pleased,
we think that Lord Krsna, out of His great love for you, may also have
been pleased. Thus by your mercy only He granted us devotional service.

Although from one point of view we are still helpless children and can
only cry for you, from another point of view you have trained us so nicely
and expertly that we now feel we want to do something for you. You have
given us life, but you are so kind that you want to bring everyone to their
real understanding of life. Your mission is so great and we are so insig-
nificant, but still you have engaged us in preaching—in the same spirit
expressed by $17 Prahlada Maharaja and in the same spirit demonstrated
by your guru-mahdrdja when he sent you to the West.

evam janam nipatitari prabhavdhi-kipe
kamabhikdmam anu yah prapatan prasangat

krtvatmasat surarsina bhagavan grhitah
so 'ham kathar nu vistje tava bhrtya-sevam
(Bhdg.7.9.28)

We pray to remain eternally engaged in your transcendental loving ser-
vice and to help give others the same life that you have given us.

Your eternal servants,

Surabhir Abhipalayanta disa  Raghava Caitanya dasa Vijeta dasa adhikari
Svami brahmacari Bali Mardana dasa adhikari
Giriraja dasa brahmacari Raghupati Raghava dasa Aditya-devi dasi
Amoghalila ddsa brahmacarl brahmacari Arya-devi dasi
Abhayasraya disa brahmacari Rama Rafijana dasa brahmacari Gandiva-devi dasi
Aksaya dasa brahmacari Réama Tulasi dasa brahmacari  Ekayani-devi disi
Arjuna dasa brahmacari Siddhartha dasa brahmacéri Kanti-devi dasi
Citrakira dasa brahmacari Subala dasa brahmacari Krsnakanti-devi dasi
Ekandtha dasa brahmacari Vijaya disa brahmacari Pilika-devi dasi
Gaurasundara dasa brahmacari Bhakta Hasamukha Radha Rasavihiri-
Haridasa dasa brahmacari Bhakta Lau devi-dasi
Pippalai ddsa brahmacari Bhakta Manohara Rama-devi dasi
Prasannitma dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Sunila Syﬁmasundari-devi dasi
Pundarika disa brahmacari Bhakta Vibhati Taittreya-devi dasi
Puri dasa brahmacari Bhakta Vispu Visva-devi dasi
Parpa Brahma dasa brahmaciri Nistraigunya déisa adhikari Vrndivani-devi dasi

Rama Sraddha dasa brahmacari Réja Rama désa adhikari
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In the spirit of enjoyment

We pedestaled genitals

Chewed thorns

Nuzzled stool

And tottered under an awesome load.

Blind, we saw happiness everywhere
Bound up, we struggled

Foolish we languished

Eternally we died.

Tllusion was our happiness, reality, life.

We were trapped
Shackled
Imprisoned.

In a day without light

In a universe without sun

We were most important

We were crass, filthy, self-centered,
lowborn, liars.

Haughtily strutting

Through the cosmopolitan monotone
of scum

We pranced, insignificant specks.

In those lifeless depths

We thought we were God.

On the treadmill

We confidently ran
With Kali conviction
Further into darkness
Life after life

Death after death
Smiling all the while
Lost.

1l
And beyond that material cloud
On the other side of this tiny earth globe
Under the shelter of Sri Sri Radhda Damodara
In pristine purity
You patiently sat
In parampara surrender
To Bhaktisiddhdnta’s soul-saving order
Translating of the Vedas
That most delectable fruit
Srimad-Bhégavatam.

Guardian of the Caitanya tree

With saffron flowing robes

You, triumphant guru

Then graciously offered us the intoxicating
Jragrant flower

$ri-hari-nama

Graciously then you placed before us the
irresistable fruit

Pure love of Godhead.

And by your causeless mercy

The crows became swans.

You saturate our eyes with heart-melting
Sri-vigraha

And our tongues never know the end

Of your most special gift

The Lord’s prasada.

You are the most esteemed ambassador
Our only contact

You are the crystalline looking glass
Our only glimpse

Of the supreme abode.

Your touchstone mercy
Our only foothold

The supreme magician

You turn bell metal to gold.



Hi.
By the grace of our spiritual master
Our every step
Is hallowed and steady
Returning back home
Through that long-forgotten door
Sevana.

By the grace of our spiritual master

Chills of eagerness

Wrench us from this body

As we fall flat hundred times,
thousand times

Eternally.

Srila Prabhupada, eternal father

We are dogs.

How can we praise you?

Still, boundless is your mercy.

Though we grovel, spit and foam
in wrath

Still your cleansing rain

Purifies even the lowest born.

Master, regent, king
Your causeless mercy,
Your boundiess grace,
Your eternal care. . .
Yet we still turn away.

Prabhupada . . . please!

Devotees of New Gundica Dhama
(Boston Yatra)

Aja disa
Nirafijana disa
rindtha dasa
Kailiya Krsna déasa
Narendra désa
Vasu Gopila dasa

Agrani dasa
Kardama Muni dasa
Maturesa dasa
ivananda dasa
Dinanatha dasa
Madhava dasa

Svaripa Damodara dasa
Sadapita dasa
Gadadhara Pandita dasa
Mukta Vandya dasa
Riama Vijaya dasa
Jaya Yadunandana dasa
Vallabha Bhatta dasa
Sacisuta dasa

ivananda Sena disa
Raganuga disa
Prabhupada disa
Madanagopala dasa
Bhakta Danny
Bhakta Tom
Bhakta Eric
Bhakta Angels
Bhakta Bobby
Bhakta Fernando
Bhakta Paul
Marti Vandya-devi dasi
Madana-mohana

Mohini-devi disi

Gandharvika-devi dast
Madhumati-devi dasi
Mahilaksmi-devi dasi
Sumati-devi disi
Devahiti-devi disi
Jaya Lalita-devi dasi
Vijayadevi dasi
Kulaja-devi dasi
Rasa Parayani-devi dasi
Bhaktin Heidi
Bhaktin Cecilia
Bhaktin Debbi
Bhaktin Sue
Bhaktin Susan
Bhaktin Yola
Bhaktin Kathy
Bhaktin Pat
Tri-Sakti
Malini
syémakur,xda
Gopivallabha
Navanita Taskara
Cintdmani
Nrsithha
Krsna
Kalindi
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Caracas

hen you were in Caracas, $rila Prabhupada, you
made a statement that Caracas is a sarnkirtana Tem-
ple. We have been trying to fulfill this statement by
dedicating our lives to the preaching of Krsna con-
sciousness here in Venezuela.

I remember in your room in Mayapur this year, many
devotees were informing you of different activities of
ISKCON around the world. We introduced our top distributor to you,
and you remarked, ‘‘Yes, he has the mercy of Krsna.”” Then you con-
tinued by stating that actually everyone has the mercy of Krsna, but in
one sense the preaching of Krsna consciousness is higher:

na ca tasman manusyesu kascin me priya-krttamah
bhavité na ca me tasmad anyah priyataro bhuvi
(Bg. 18.69)

““There is no servant in this world more dear to Me than him, nor will
there ever be one more dear.”’ Because actually you are the one who is
doing the preaching, you are the most dear to Krsna.

bhdrata bhiimite haila manusya janma ydira
Jjanma sdrthaka kari’ kara para-upakdra

*‘One who has taken birth as a human being in the land of India should
make his life successful, and work for the benefit of all other people.”
This is the instruction given by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and you have
taken up this mission with full faith in your guru-mahdrdja. You have
shown us that our real home is also in the transcendental land of
Bharata-varsa, in the transcendental dhdmas of Mayapur and Vindidvana.
Therefore we must also accept this instruction of Lord Caitanya as apply-
ing to ourselves. Therefore we should dedicate our lives to spreading
your words to every town and village in the universe. Actually everyone
is a resident of these transcendental dhdmas, and you have made it our
duty to reveal this to the world.
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Therefore you have so many projects; book distribution, temple con-
struction in India, food distribution, farm projects throughout the world,
and many others; and all of these projects have one aim, to fulfill the
desire of your guru-mahdrdja by gradually introducing everyone to Krsna
consciousness and providing occupations for all classes of men under
Krsna’s varndsrama-dharma system so that everyone can go back to
home, back to Godhead.

Krsna states in the Bhagavad-gita that the wise should not disturb the
ignorant in their performance of vikarmic activities (Bg. 3.29), but you
are more Kind than Krsna Himself, so we pray that you may benedict us
with an atom of your infinite compassion for the conditioned souls,
that we may be pleasing to you.

tahale dnanda hoy tabe hoy digvijay caitanyer krpd atisay
mayd dusta jata duhkhi jagate sabdi sukhi vaisnaver icchd
purna hoy

““As the vast mercy of $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu conquers all directions,
a flood of transcendental ecstasy will certainly cover the land. When all
the sinful, miserable living entities become happy, the Vaisnava’s desire
is then fulfilled.”

So please, Srila Prabhupada, let us become the instruments for fulfill-
ing this desire of yours wherever you send us.

Your servants birth after birth,

Bir Kryna disa Hari Venu disa  Bhuvani Pavani-devi dasi
Purujit dasa Matsya dasa Marti Murti-devi dasi
Jayajagadisa dasa Romasa disa Amita-sakti-devi dasi
Virabdhu disa Antarya dasa Nityalila-devi dasi

Hari Bhakti disa Karuniksya dasa Karti-devi dasi

Tamoha dasa Gopesa dasa Tadakari-devi dasi
Kavi disa Jatu Karpya dasa  Anandini-devi dasi
Adiéesa dasa Bhakta Rene Tri $akti-devi dasi
Ramanujacirya dasa Bhakta Jorge Bhadriaketi-devi dasi
Antaryami disa Bhakta Eduardo  Jaya Rama-devi dasi
Jagat Caksur dasa Bhakta Hector Jamini-devi dasi
Kratu dasa Bhakta Angel Bhaktin Irma
Darantavira dasa Bhakta Jose Bhaktin Maria
Visuddha Sattva disa Bhakta Ellio Bhaktin Myrta
Jiiana Sukrti dasa Bhakta Jario Bhaktin Jannet

Nitya Svarupa dasa

Bhakta Hilberto

Bhaktin Georgina

Avatiri dasa Bhakta Jorge Bhaktin Laura
Hari Cakra dasa Bhakta Edgar Krsna Caitanya
Rohini Priya disa Bhakta Omar Akrira
Maidhavasraya disa  Bhakta Ricardo  Kisori

Paularsi dasa Bhakta Felix Hrsikesa
Jayavirasimha disa  Bhakta Rafael Vairigya Vidya



Carriere

Dear Srila Prabhupdda,

nama om visnu-pdddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti naémine

namas te sdrasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

lease accept our worthless obeisances. Please accept our in-
sufficient gratitude for bringing us out of mdyds’ blazing fire
and into the cool shade of Your Divine Grace’s lotus feet.
Whenever we try to express our appreciation of you it is em-
barrasing, because our gratitude can never equal what you are
doing for us.

One time you came to visit us here at your New Tilavana farm
community. We were able to hear you speak and see you face-to-face and
experience your presence directly (vapu association). However, since
then we are more and more experiencing how you are present in your in-
structions and we are still relishing your association (vdni association).

Actually, this is the most mercy. When you go somewhere not every-
one will be able to go to your room to speak with you, but you are readily
available to everyone in your books. The mercy and association of a pure
devotee and the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna are equally available to all in
your teachings. Now, we do not want to let this priceless opportunity slip
through our fingers.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, in the Caitanya-caritmrta you said that “The
service of the spiritual master is essential. If there is no chance to serve
the spiritual master directly, a devotee should serve him by remember-
ing his instructions. There is no difference between the spiritual master’s
instructions and the spiritual master himself. In his absence, therefore,
his words of direction should be the pride of the disciple.”

So we humbly submit ourselves at your lotus feet to pray that our
minds and hearts will become eternally absorbed in your instructions.
We also pray that we will be able to make ourselves suitable instruments
for executing your directions perfectly. In that way we can always relish
your association.

Your fallen servants, The devotees of New Talavana Farm Community

Nityananda disa Candra Sekhara  Tim Arjuna
Yogindra Vandana dasa Brahminanda Kamarikanta-  Sirya
Jagatkarta dasa Puri and family devi-dasi Mitra
Rohita David Kiki Bila
Caturbahu Barry Jennifer

Vaisnava Jim Jambavati
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caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Dear Srila Prabhupdda,

his material world is full of death and darkness, and we are
all blind creatures groping in the endless night. With no illumina-
tion in any direction everything seemed so hopeless and futile,
but then by your appearance you revealed a new hope. This
Srimad-Bhdgavatam, the tonic for this diseased age of Kali, is un-
veiling a new and eternal way of life, full of light and knowledge
without suffering and misery. It is indeed very fortunate for us
that you have translated and published these books for the general use of
the Western public. Where else can such books be found? Every page is
filled with the glories of Lord $ri Krsna, whose pastimes and activities are
wonderful to hear and recite. Full of transcendental subject matter,
Srimad-Bhagavatam exposes the mirage existence of the material world
and redirects the reader to his proper path, the path back to home, back
to Godhead. With your clear purports to eliminate any tint of specula-
tion, these books are presented so nicely that anyone will marvel at the
true clarity and realization behind your every word.

Prabhupidda, these books are your mercy to the fallen conditioned
souls and the foodstuff of your disciples. Our lives are maintained in so
many ways by the association of these books. We think that these books
are the greatest boon to humanity. Thank you for your kindness and
compassion. We offer repeated obeisances unto you. We hope that you
will continue on with this wonderful mission of translating the entire
Srimad-Bhagavatam. Please bless us with just a speck of your enthusiasm
for book distribution, so that we may gain your pleasure.















Costa Rica Farm

Dear Srila Prabhupéda,

ven though I am completely unqualified and more insignificant
than an ant, still I am aspiring for your causeless mercy. [ am
that dwarf reaching for the moon. I simply pray to Krsna for
the intelligence to remain a servant of your nice disciples eter-
nally.
Y bhavantam evanucaran nirantarah
prasanta-nihsesa-mano-rathantarah
kaddham aikdntika-nitya-kinkarah
praharsayisyami sandtha-jivitam

It is stated, ‘‘By serving you constantly one is freed from all material
desires and is completely pacified. When shall we engage as your perma-
nent eternal servants and always feel joyful to have such a perfect
master?”’ (Stotra-ratna 46)

You are like a full moon that stands out brightly amongst so many
stars. This cooling and ever-beautiful light that is emanating from you is
the only shelter for such a rascal as myself, My past is extremely regretful
and yet my mind doesn’t permit me to regret. Planting the seed of devo-
tion in a stonehearted creature like myself is difficult, but only a pure
devotee like you could do such a thing. I was bound for the deep sea of
hellish distress and now I feel the fire of hope within me. Without you I
wouldn’t know anything. Everything I have learned worth learning I've
learned from you. Therefore the sdstras enjoin:

Sabde pare ca nisndtarit brahmany upasamdsrayam

‘““Any person who seriously desires to achieve real happiness must seek
out a bona fide spiritual master and take shelter of him by initiation. The
qualification of his spiritual master is that he must have realized the con-
clusions of the scriptures by deliberation and he must be able to convince
others of these conclusions.”” (Bhdg. 11.3.21)

Because of having these very rare qualifications you are the living ex-
ample of a perfect devotee. You aiways remember Krsna, and the exalted
sadnus and demigods chant your glories.

There are no bounds to your mercy and there is no end to your glories.
As I dwell in this fire of material consciousness I pray that you please
bestow your causeless mercy upon me.

New Viraja Dhama

Nirguna disa adhikari
Rama-Vigraha disa adhikari
Nilacala-devi dast

Mother Molly
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nama o visnu-paddya krsna-presthdya bhi-tale
Srimate bhaktiveddnta-svdmin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tdrine
miukam karoti vacalam pangur lanighayate girim
yat-krpd tam aham vande sri-gururih dina-taranam

offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the
deliverer of the fallen souls. His mercy turns the dumb into eloquent
speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is the
life of the world, the only light in a dark universe. Without his shelter
the whole world is wandering aimlessly in ignorance, fretting on the
stage of human life and then disappearing beneath the waves of

animal existence. But he knows everything! Nothing is inaccessible to
him. His devotion is pure and he stands at the summit of existence. Yet
in patient humility and compassion he left the serenity of Vrndavana and
alone struggled against all obstacles to reclaim us. This is a very deep
thing and cannot be lightly described. We must carefully consider that
without him there is no value to anything in this world. There is no
measure for the weight of our debt to him. We can only work with all our
energy and in all sincerity to try to help him in his glorious mission. All
glories to Srila Prabhupida!

All the residents of New Badariniriyana

Mahibharta dasa adhikari
Radha Damodara dasa adhikarl

Siddhéanta dasa brahmacari
Arthundu dasa brahmacari

Pandurani-devi dast
Sikhandi-devi dasi

Viracandra dasa brahmacari
Anittama disa brahmacari
Lalitindana dasa brahmacari

Pati dasa adhikari
ridama dasa adhikari
I$vara Ishmael

Meru-devi dasi

Bhaktilata-devi dasi

Bhaktin Kate

Sarvadrk disa brahmacari Ojasvi Bhaktin Colleen
Yajfiapuruga dasa brahmacari Rupananda Bhaktin Denise
Jyoti dasa brahmaciri Devi-dasi Acirya
Cakradhiri dasa brahmacari  Tadit-devi dasi Jandrdana
Yamuni Jim Kadamba-devi dasi Radha Govinda
Bhakta Larry Nitaka Candrika-devi dasi Afijall
Jagannatha Jack Trpti-devi dési Subhadra
Purusa Peter Vrndivana Vilasini-devi dasi Nityanda
Kaila Claude Anvradhu-devi dasi Kartamisa
Tulasi Thor Réama Tulasi-devi dasi Bhaktivinoda
Japa John Nidra-devi dasi Gopinatha rasa
Kurusrestha dasa adhikari Asta-sakhi-devi dasi Nila Madhava
Svavisa dasa adhikari Jagajanani-devi dasi Jubal
Prina-vallabha dasa adhikari Ramana Reti-devi disi Arva
Kaugalendra dasa adhikari  Puja-devi dast Sita Rama
rinivasa dasa adhikari Visnu-priya-devi dasi T Ramani

Denver
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nama ori visnu-pdaddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktiveddnta-svamin iti namine

namas te sdrasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pdscatya-desa-tarine

nce, people had brains in their heads instead of stool. In

those days the value of a bona fide spiritual master

was readily understood. No one was accepted as a re-

spectable gentlemen unless he had been thoroughly

educated by a legitimate guru; thus young children

were placed in the care of a learned spiritual master

as a matter of course. Now such good sense is rarely

found. Rendered foolish by this age, even the brightest men can see no
use for an dcdrya. They are confident. They are self-reliant. They are in-
dustrious—and they are completely blind. Consequently they are falling
into the proverbial ditch; which is, incidentally, quite large enough to ac-
commodate all of them. The energy and enthusiasm of these blind men
is marvelous to see, as they rush headlong toward the brink—but it does
make for harder landings. Overall, the situation is very, very sad indeed.

Fortunately for such misguided men, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, who is the father of everyone, is forever alert. Situated within each
heart as the Supersoul, He is acutely aware of the sufferings of His sons
within this material world. Out of compassion for them, to mitigate their
pains, and to arrange for their transfer to the all-blissful kingdom of God,
He sends His confidential representative, the bona fide spiritual master.
As a nation sends its fully empowered ambassador to represent its in-
terests in a foreign land, so the Vaikuntha ambassador, the empowered
dcdrya, represents the Godhead within this material world. He embodies
all the transcendental excellences found in the Lord, and is as fully ca-
pable a deliverer as the Lord Himself. One who foolishly takes the spiri-
tual master to be an ordinary man thus makes the most dangerous
mistake. Guru krsna-riipa hana. ““The guru is as good as Krsna.”

No one can fathom the transcendental qualities of the spiritual master;
but of all his qualities, it is compassion which is the foremost. He cannot
bear to see the poor souls wandering blindly in this dangerous material
world, where even sighted men must watch their step. His heart goes out
to them and he considers, ‘‘If someone is ignorant and addicted to the
path of samisdra, how can one who is actually learned, merciful and ad-
vanced in spiritual knowledge engage him in fruitive activity and thus
further entangle him in material existence? If a blind man is walking
down the wrong path, how can a gentleman allow him to continue on his
way to danger? How can he approve this method? No wise or kind man
can allow this.”” (Bhdg. 5.5.18) Thinking like this, the spiritual master






With such an endorsement by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, it
is sure and certain that the fame of the pure devotee spiritual master will
spread unchecked all over the world; the order of Lord Krsna cannot be
ignored. At His command, all heads must bow down at the feet of the
recognized spiritual master. Practically we are now seeing it to be so; for
our own beloved spiritual master, His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupida, is
gradually becoming the most famous and worshiped personality in the
world. Despite the envious efforts of his cripple-minded critics, Srila
Prabhupidda’s influence is spreading more and more. His books are now
found everywhere, and are being studied by the most learned scholars.
Millions of people are visiting his palatial temples all over the world, and
bowing down before his wydsdsana. And best of all, people everywhere
are taking up the chanting of Hare Krsna, simply by his humble request,
*‘Chant Hare Krsna and be happy.”

As disciples of Srila Prabhupada we have arranged for his glorification
today in the form of this Vydsa-piija book, as well as by celebrations in all
of our ISKCON temples. The real mastermind of this universal tribute,
however, is Lord Krsna Himself. It is His incontrovertible will and
pleasure that the name and fame of His pure devotee be glorified every-
where. In the face of such perfect expertise and determination, our im-
mature contribution can hardly be considered significant. Still, we are
hopeful that when our feeble words are added to those of thousands and
millions of more qualified devotees, the resultant sound vibration will
draw the attention and reverence of every intelligent man. May they all
come and bow down before Stila Prabhupada. He is the foremost repre-
sentative of Lord Caitanya and the spiritual master of everyone. Today is
his eighty-second birthday; we therefore prostrate ourselves in the dust
at his lotus feet and offer him our most humble obeisances.

Detroit, Michigan Devasadhana Mandira

Govardhana dasa Dhanviganesa dasa Ganga Yasogami-devi dasi
Narottamananda dasa  Rathayatra dasa Devakinandana Sarvasaktimati-devi dasi
Batu Gopila dasa Raminanda dasa Sitarani-devi dasi Jahnavi-devi dasi
Indrabharta dasa Jitatula dasa Vilasini-devi dasi Ann

Udayananda dasa Jyotiraditya dasa Sukhasagari-devi dasi Linda
Vrajendralila dasa Rudra Pandita dasa Daksayani-devi dasi Linda

Navina Krsna dasa Muriari Mahiti dasa Mukhya-devi dasi Robbi

Paiica Tattva dasa Bhakta Gary Mahianandini-devi dasi Tara

Bhisaya dasa Bhakta Keith Lekhasravanti-devi disi  Aravinda
Prabhanu disa Bhakta Wayne Kalalapa-devi dasi Radhika

Visaliksa dasa Bhakta Tom Cintimani-devi disi Mrkanda
Akhilananda disa Bhakta Jerry Sukti-devi dasi Vibhu

Ramiya disa Ananta Sesa Govinda Rupini-devi dasi Jahnavi
Raminanda Raya dasa Krsna Candra Ananta-devi dasi Sia
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caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes
with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

n this most holy day, we, with our tiny and limited

ability, attempt to glorify you, whose glories know no

limits. You have given us wretched souls so much

help and kindness that we may go on serving you

eternally, ever indebted to you. The grace which you

bestow so compassionately upon everyone is called

divine, because it is coming from Krsna. You are the

manifestation of Krsna’s mercy in the material world, therefore you are
known as His Divine Grace.

Who can understand the wonderful characteristics of the pure devo-
tee? When we, your disciples, look upon you, we are simply amazed, our
hearts filled with respect and affection for you. Please let us never con-
sider you to be ordinary! Please let us always remember that you do not
live in any planet of the material sky, nor do you feel any contact with
material elements. Your so-called material body does not exist, being
surcharged with the spiritual current of the Lord’s identical interest, and
thus you are permanently freed from all contaminations of the sum total
of the mahat-tattva. You are always in the spiritual sky since you con-
stantly share the transcendental loving association of the Lord.

You have kindly accepted us as your disciples, therefore our only busi-
ness is now to please you. To please the spiritual master means to receive
his blessings. Without the blessings of the pure devotee no one can make
spiritual advancement. Once you said that real gratitude toward you is if
we simply understand the importance of this Krsna consciousness. In
this dark age of Kali, Krsna consciousness is greatly needed, because
millions of people are suffering greatly due to having lost their proper
vision. They have forgotten that the living entities are eternally subordi-
nate servants of God. Living under these conditions, how would it be
possible for them to become happy? Thus everybody is thinking in the
bodily conception of life and remaining like animals. Just like in eastern
Europe, where the attempt is systematically made to kill God, the leaders
are so afraid of the name “‘God’’ that they are very enthusiastic to make
all kinds of propaganda against religion. Scientists and professors are
writing volumes of books about scientific atheism. Spending millions of
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SRILA PRABHUPADA, “1.0.U."”

The material debts I had accumulated were too many to count.
Lawyer, doctor and dentist, such an incredible amount!

But as much as I'd make myself debtor to all,
by good ways and right means the sum soon did fall.

So many bills, so many ills, sometimes in the red, sometimes in the black
But there’s one debt now that I could never pay back.

The debt to my spiritual master, can anything there greater be?
Nor could lifetimes of service remove that responsibility.

He opened my eyes which were closed tight for so long.
An operation that required Sastra, sat-sanga and song.

Such methods were revolutionary in light of present-day “knowledge,”
which now only appears to be so much useless garbage.

A change of heart, a clean, fresh mind, )
is there any surgeon this day, my soul, can he find?

I know they would try hard but by material means,
which is like trying to climb stars with “‘two-by-four’ beams.

There’s no man alive today who knows such an art,
of cleansing the mind and melting the heart.

To you dear Prabhupdda I've fallen in debt
with no way to reimburse the price that you've set.

You ask only simple service to Krsna with love,
but try as I may can a crow become a dove?

Here’s all that I have, just one humble prayer,
to convey a few words and show that I care.

Please take what I offer, though so little to give.
Somewhere in your deep heart please grant me reprieve.

The devotees of the Fiji Islands

Viasudeva dasa adhikari Bhagavati-devi dasi
Bhiihani-mohana dasa adhikari Srimati Naribda-devi disi
Sevananda dasa adhikari $ravaniya-devi dasi
Upénanda dasa brahmacari Nimai-sarana

Sajjanasraya ddsa brahmacari















Geneva

Gurudeva,
Harassed by uncontrolled senses,
Haunted by mental speculation,
my heart remains a barren earth,
unfit to receive your seed of Krsna-prema.
You bravely declare any land fertile;
Undauntedly you plow away the rocks
and water the parched cracks
of my insignificant life.

Eternal master,
You have brought Sri Caitanya’s blessing
to such remote and useless spots as my heart,
Still reaping the fruit of eternal service
to Govinda's lotus feet.
You are empowered to bring all bewildered souls
back to home, back to Godhead,
and though bereft of all merit
I humbly implore Your Divine Grace
to permit this worthless creature
to assist you.

tvam nah sandarsito dhdtra dustaram nistitirsatam
kalim sattva-haram pumsam karna-dhara ivarnpavam

For countless aeons we have languished in this world of chimera, en-
thralled by mdya’s embrace. We have all but forgotten the lotus feet of
Govinda, the primeval Lord. Had Your Divine Grace not intervened in
the bleak and miserable wasteland of our life, the seed of devotional ser-
vice to Lord Krsna would never have been sown.

brahmanda bhramite kona bhdagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade pdya bhakti-lata-bjja

Srila Prabhupida, you are the Supreme Personality of Servitor God-
head because only through your confidential service to Lord Krsna has
our journey through myriad sinful activities and their reactions been
checked and krsna-bhakti enshrined. You have uplifted such foolish
scoundrels as ourselves, and therefore, you too are patita-pavana. We
remember having accompanied Your Divine Grace on a morning walk
during which your silence was punctuated by the rhythmic tapping of
your cane on the ground. While we were hoping to capture your merciful
glance, you suddenly turned on us and stated a Sanskrit sloka, the only
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Guatemala City

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai Sri-gurave namah

‘I was born in the darkest ignorance and my spiritual master opened my
eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my humble obeisances unto his
lotus feet.”

nama om visnu-pdadaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

I offer my humble obeisances to my spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna
because he has taken shelter at His lotus feet.”

rila Prabhupada, your mercy like our fortune is inconceivably

unlimited. Really we have no qualification to be worthy of the dust

of your lotus feet; neither do we have in our stock any truly pious

activity. Therefore, it is just because of our inconceivable good

luck (which is due, indeed, to the causeless mercy of the

Supreme Lord Sri Krsna), that our way was met with yours,

and it is only because of your infinite causeless mercy that you

kindly have picked us up from the filthy bog of sinful life; therefore, on

this most auspicious day, we bow to your lotus feet and we implore you:

Please O our eternal father, O our lord and master birth after birth,

don’t allow that we become bewildered and captivated by the illusory en-

ergy (mayd) of the Lord, in such a way that we forget the constant service

to your lotus feet. We do not dare even to ask you that you remove the

reactions of our sinful activities; simply we are begging that you allow us

to develop a strong attachment to the service of your divine lotus feet
and the ability to remember our eternal indebtedness to you.

Let all the universe sing the glories of patita-pavana, our beloved spiri-

tual master, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Your fallen servants of
Guatemala Temple:

Prabhu disa brahmacari
Kalpataru ddsa brahmacari Arture Mazariegos Prabhu
Harinimananda dasa brahmacari Bhakta Carlos
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Dear Srila Prabhupdda,
Please accept our most fallen obeisances at your lotus feet. This is our
humble effort for Vyasa-puja.

SRILA PRABHUPADA BENEDICTS EVERYONE

Srila Prabhupdda! the sage among so-called human society,
Teaches everyone to serve Radhd Krsna Deity.

Srila Prabhupdda! the only true saint on this planet,

Draws everyone to serve Krsna as iron is pulled by some magnet.

Srila Prabhupdda! the supreme revolutionist of the Absolute Truth,
Awakens everyone sleeping in maya with his lotuslike boot.

Srila Prabhupdda! the best example of a pure devotee,

Reaches everyone beyond the Mayavadis’ concept of becoming one with the
brahmajyoti. '

Srila Prabhupdda the real mahatmaji among the fake mahatmas or duratmas,
Explains to everyone the relationship between the atma and Paramatmd.

Srila Prabhupdada! Krsna’s most exalted servant at the present moment,

Stops everyone from learning how to lament.

Srila Prabhupdda! the real defamer of the modern scientist, religionist,
political activist, communist, democratist, the gross materialist, and the
atheist,

Tells everyone not to follow those miscreants that pose themselves as real
educationalists.

Srila Prabhupdda! the foremost authority on Vedic culture,

Gives everyone a chance to stop acting like a vulture.

Srila Prabhupada! who can change the world from darkness to light,
Helps everyone meditate on Krsna all day and all night.

Srila Prabhupada! the Supreme Personality of Servitor Godhead,
Allows everyone to return to Goloka Vrnddvana to live forever instead.

Srila Prabhupdada! teaches us about Lord Caitanyadeva,
Enthuses everyone to chant Hare Krsna.

Srila Prabhupdda instructs us to take krsna-prasada,
Encourages everyone to become Krsna consciously mad.

Srila Prabhupdda! travels from his country to others,

Just to instruct everyone that the cow is one of our mothers.
Srila Prabhupdda! turns candalas into Vaisnavas,

Defeats everyone, stops them from becoming big, big asuras.
Srila Prabhupada! the bona fide spiritual master,

Heals everyone that is covered by material nature’s plaster.
Srila Prabhupada! the founder and acarya,

Takes everyone out of the bondage of maya.















Houston

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

ceto-darpana-mdrjanam bhava mahd-davéigni-nirvipanam
sreyah-kairava-candrikdvataranam vidya-vadhii-jivanam

anandambudhi-vardhanam pratipadarm piirndmrtasvadanar
sarvatma-snapanam param vijayate sri-krsna-sankirtananm

“All glories to the $ri Krsna sankirtana, which cleanses the heart of all
the dust accumulated for years together and extinguishes the fire of con-
ditional life, of repeated birth and death. This sankirtana movement is
the prime benediction for humanity at large because it spreads the rays of
the benediction moon. It is the life of all transcendental knowledge. It in-
creases the ocean of transcendental bliss, and it enables us to fully taste
the nectar for which we are always anxious.”

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
lease accept our respectful and humble obeisances at your
lotus feet. Your transcendental appearance is a display of Sri
Krsna'’s grace upon all conditioned souls. He has sent you to
mercifully distribute the bhakti-lata, the creeper of devo-
tional service. Without this creeper of devotional service ali
living entities are bound to transmigrate from one species to
another and from one planet to another, never finding real hap-
piness. You have given us all the opportunity to return home, back to
Godhead.

Such a matchless gift cannot be repaid. However, we must en-
thusiastically attempt to repay you even though we may always be un-
able. Our repayment is to follow exactly as you have directed, chant
sixteen good rounds, follow the four regulative principles and preach this
message of Caitanya Mahiprabhu.

We understand that to please you is the perfection of our lives. Our
fervent prayer to you, Srila Prabhupada, is that you give us the ability to
recollect that we are your eternal servants and meant to engage all of our
senses in your service.

Your servants, Houston Yitra

Laksmi Narayana dasa Brahménan_da Puri dasa Sarve$vari-devi dasi

Jyotir dasa Bhagavan Acdrya disa Bhaktin Lisa
Siddhavidyi disa Brahnatigtha disa Kirtana
Sulocana dasa Subruta dasa Vrndivana
Dharmabhavana dasa Bhakti John Dasaratha
Dudgapana disa Icchanati-devi dasi Gaura Sakti
Brahmanya dasa Bhakti-devi dasi Kedaranitha
Pasupati dasa Citta Sakti-devi dasi Meyacarya
Bhusaya dasa Cinmaya-devi dast Radhika
Rasaprada dasa Sulocana-devi dasi

Vindivana dasa Devaraja-devi dasi
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om ajiidna-timirandhasya jiidndnjana-saldkayd
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah
Dearest Father,
lease accept our most fallen and worthless obeisances at your
sacred lotus feet. We are certainly incapable of saying any-
thing poetic, and any attempt to praise you will be marred by
our filthy consciousness, our words remain the mumbling of
fools.
We are facing the burning of sarsdra. Mdyd is dancing before
our senses and you and Krsna are calling us to come home. We are
running towards your shelter, Father, but we are crippled, and we are al-
ways falling down and getting lost on the path you tell us to follow. Dark
clouds of illusion are surrounding us and death like a fierce dog is closing
in on our so-called youth. O Father! We are terrified of this material
world. It is the worst nightmare; we are crying. Lost in the forest of illu-
sion we fall again and again, but there is no time to count our bruises and
lament. We are running toward you begging for shelter; we are running
with you in defeating the atheism of the world, spreading the brilliance of
Krsna consciousness, and we are running for you in the performance of
our prescribed dharmas trying to please you—our most wonderful and
divim; guru-mahdrdja.
O Srila Prabhupada! We are your servants, souls surrendered unto
you, now and forever. Kindly tell us what to do. We remain,

A group of fools,

Manu Thakura dasa brahmaciri Girivanadhari disa brahmacari
Tribovanatha dasa brahmaciri  Krspa-Balarama dasa brahmacari
Visnu Datta dasa brahmacari









Laguna Beach

nless one is recognized by the Supreme Personality of God-
head by one’s devotional service, the human form of life is
wasted. A devotee must therefore know how to render ser-
vice unto Krsna and thus be recognized by Him. It is ex-
plained in the Caitanya-caritdmrta that one should serve
both the spiritual master and Krsna simultaneously to
progress in Krsna consciousness. Service rendered to
Krsna under the direction of the spiritual master is bona fide service be-
cause the spiritual master is the manifested representative of Krsna.

saksad dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

““The spiritual master is to be honored as much as the Supreme Lord be-
cause he is the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is
acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities.
Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a
spiritual master, who is a bona fide representative of St Hari [Krsnal.”
Therefore, when one satisfies the spiritual master he satisfies Krsna.

O beloved Gurudeva, by your mercy we can now understand that
everyone on this planet is enamored by the illusory satisfaction of sense
gratification. Being fully engaged in illusory activities they are reluctant
to take to the Krsna consciousness movement because they are unaware
of the benefits of surrendering to Krsna and so they are subjected to
various miserable conditions of material existence. They are foolishly at-
tached to so-called society, friendship and love, which simply produce
different kinds of miserable conditions. Everyone, both man and
woman, is attached to this material existence and is engaged in cheating
one another in a great society of the cheaters and the cheated.

Modern society encourages people to become careless about spiritual
realization, so everyone is full of anxieties thinking, ‘““What is to be
done? What is next?”’ And because they are strongly bound by material
desires they continue to remain in craziness.

It is indeed very difficult to get out of the material entanglement but
somehow or other we were favored by Krsna. By His mercy only we were
given the opportunity to associate with a pure devotee like Your Divine
Grace.

We can therefore conclude that we must be specifically favored by
Krsna, otherwise how is it we are becoming Krsna conscious and are
engaging in the preaching work of this sublime Vaignava philosophy?

Your unworthy servants, the community of New Jhérikhanda
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Our dearmost worshipable, most glorious Srila Prabhupdda,
lease accept our most humble dandavats at your holy lotus feet.
We are your most fallen disciples. We have no intelligence to
understand the full import of your desires, or your great-
ness—still, by your grace, we wish to glorify you.

saksad dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

You are the most intimate associate of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and yet you have so kindly come here. You left the holy dhdma
of Vrndavana to associate with us, who are too low even to be classified
amongst the untouchables in the varpdsrama system.

You have taught us the missing secret of life, which is practically
unknown in this demoniac culture in which we have taken birth.

Aharit brahmdsmi—1 am not this body, I am spirit soul. What is the
business of the spirit soul? Jivera ‘svaripa’ haya, krsnera ‘nitya-dasa’—
our eternal occupation is to engage in the transcendental loving service
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna.

sei sarva vedera ‘abhidheya’ nama
sadhana-bhakti haite haya premera udgama

“By practicing this regulated devotional service under the direction of
the spiritual master, certainly one awakens his dormant love of God.
This is called abhidheya.” (Cc. Adi-lild7.142) You have so mercifully
taught us the most confidential of all knowledge, the activity of the eter-
nal spirit soul in the spiritual world.

Now we are actually coming to life, by your grace. Before we met with
your mercy, we were engaged in so many activities, all more or less en-
tangling, and mostly degrading and impious. Now we can understand
that, although we had such a high opinion of ourselves, although we
were so firmly convinced of our positions as lords of material nature, ac-
tually we were not even exhibiting symptoms of life.

Jivafichavo bhagavatanghri-renur
na jatu martyo ‘bhilabheta yas tu
sri-visnu-pady@ manu-jas tulasyah
svasafi chavo yas tu na veda gandham

““The person who has not at any time received the dust of the feet of a
pure devotee of the Lord upon his head certainly is a dead body. And the
person who has never experienced the flavor of the tulasileaves from the
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lotus feet of the Lord is also a dead body, although breathing.”
(Bhag.2.3.23)

Real life does not exist outside the approved path of devotional ser-
vice, beginning with Sravanam kirtanam visnoh. We are experiencing that
we are actually becoming enlivened by this process of devotional service.
Without devotional service, under your instructions, our breathing is no
better than the pulsing of bellows. Actually, our every living gesture and
activity is simply by your mercy. We are made of your mercy. Tomdra
karund-sara.

Anything performed outside the scope of your instructions is simply
conditioned activity under the influence of the three modes of material
nature. .

Your dearly beloved Sri Krsna, who can attract millions of Cupids,
who is enlivening the cows and the senses, and who is the Lord of the
gopis, is known as Bhagavan, the possessor of all opulence. We can
clearly see that you are also exhibiting these opulences by His grace.
Who else is so wealthy that he owns large properties in major cities all
over the world, as well as farms, gorgeous mandiras and prosperous
businesses? Who else is so beautiful that people all over the world will
weep and dance in ecstasy to see him? Who else is so influential that he
can purify the polluted atmosphere of Kali, which destroys all the good
qualities of the human beings? Who is so all-knowing that he can deter-
mine what is right action in every sphere of human activity? Who is so
powerful that he can defeat the greatest philosophers, politicians, and
religionists? And who is so renounced that he can live surrounded by
such opulence, and still sleep two or four hours a day, and dedicate his
life and soul to the ultimate welfare of all? Dear Srila Prabhupada, you
are so famous that at every moment, as the sun takes his course, some-
where on the planet someone is bowing and reciting prayers in your
praise. Your appearance is epoch-making, and your characteristics and
mission are described in the Vedic scriptures. Vede gdy ydhara carito.

We regret that our devotion and love for you is hardly more than skin-
deep, hardly more than sentiment. You have said that when you write
your translations and purports, you are thinking that this is to be a guide
for the next ten thousand years. On the other hand, we find it difficult to
maintain enthusiasm for more than forty-eight hours the continuous
kirtana which you requested.

Dear $rila Prabhupida, we are like children. You are actually protect-
ing us and nourishing us with the milk of the Vedic wisdom. We are as
helplessly dependent on you as a naked baby is dependent on the
mother. You are our real parent and guardian, for your protection is in-
fallible.



You have written that this chanting of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare is
like the genuine cry of the baby for the mother. You have awakened us to
our desperate plight and taught us to cry.

This process of devotional service is so sublime, so simple, so direct
and so profound. We have only to abide strictly by your instructions, to
have full faith in the chanting of the holy name. We humbly pray that
you will continue to shower us with your mercy, so that we can make our
lives successful, by your grace.

Your most fallen servants,

Jagat Guru Svami Tirtha Kara Jagadhatri-devi dasi
Jayatirtha dasa adhikari Akhandidi Afijana-devi dasi
Vicitravirya dasa adhikari Raghuvaha Nandalala-devi dasi
Jaya Laksmana dasa adhikari  Medhavi Yuvati-devi disi
Puraiijana disa adhikari Satyavik Saci-devi dasi
Janakaraja dasa adhikari Tulasi Priya Vasana-devl dasi

Jiidna désa adhikart Yiga Yanga Ramya-devi dasi
Rama Sarana dasa adhikari astra Caksus Rucira-devi dasi
Nara Hari dasa adhikari Tony Tasi $rikama-devi dasi
Adi Karta dasa adhikari Christos Rasalila-devi dasi
Bhaja Hari dasa adhikari Bhagavad Bhakta Tévari-devi dasi
Hare Krsna disa adhikari Wynn Janaki-devi dasi

Gokularani-devi dasi
Astasakhi-devT dast
Vinda-devi dasi
Lilavati-devi dasi
Subhadra-devi dasi
Devaki-devi dasi
Savitri-devi dasi

Raghuvira ddsa brahmacari Doug
Advaitacarya dasa brahmacari Nick

lapati dasa brahmacari Stuart
Mohana ddsa brahmacari Kieran
Jananandana dasa brahmacari - Shamus
Muktyananda disa brahmaciri Grahma
Kulasekhara dasa brahmacari  Tyaga Tony

Amita dasa brahmacari Ned Krsnanga-devi disi
Bhaumadeva dasa brahmacari Bhava Bill Bhaktin Diane
Citraketu dasa brahmacari Pandu Paul Bhaktin Claire
Danavira disa brahmacari Andy Bhaktin Anita
Giri Govardhana dasa Chris Bhaktin Liz
Virabhadra dasa Bhakta Andrew Bhaktin Joanne
Kalyapani ddsa Bhakta Jim Bhaktin Susan
Gokulananda dasa Alberto Bhaktin Sally
Krpamaya dasa lan Maeve

Krsna dasa John Vaisnava Carana
Varmnéivadana dasa Maiijvali-devi dasi Kirtana Rasa
Prtivipati dasa Padma-devi dasi Yasoda

Rasa Mandala disa Jagannitha $vari-devi dasi Yamuna
Bhogananda dasa Jagattama-devi dasi Radhakunda
Dandakaranya dasa Kamalingi-devi dast Rukmini
Satananda dasa Radha-Gokulananda-devi disi Subhadré
Dharani Dhira dasa Hrtkamalaya-devi dasi Prahlada
Atmadana disa Venurati-devi disi Baladeva

Rasa Rasika

Jalasthita-devi dasi
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om ajiiana-timirandhasya jidndfjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah
You chant Krsna's glories to spread His fame

to cleanse our hearts and make us sane

Endeavoring, determined, you never relent
You know the Lord, it's by Him you've been sent.

Constantly engaged in serving the Lord
Your love can never from Him be called
In this whole creation there is no space
Jor you there’s nothing but His lotus face.

Resolute in purpose, your aim is one
to make us all happy, you're never done

You're the self-realized soul who never sits still
with no personal desire, but the Lord’s to fulfill.

$ri Bhagavad-gita is proof of its own
like the sun with no shadow you've vividly shown
You are the proof, O Prabhupadda, lord of my sight
I challenge the man who can match your might!

Analyze carefully and make your test

Where is the solution to disease and death?
Just apply your logic to my guru

His mercy you'll find gives eternal youth.

Devoted to Krsna, you never lament

You joyfully work. “It’s for service we're meant!"’
Person bhagavata, there’s no fault in you

You demonstrate this knowledge and show us it’s true.

To write about you is to become purified
Remember your feet and in you confide

This day of yours is your mercy as well
Boundless your love, you've saved us from hell.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupdda.

Rohininandana disa adhikari  Ornkéra dasa brahmacari
Raiicora dasa adhikari Bhakta Andy

Saksi Gopila dasa brahmacari  Peter

Yasoda Dulila dasa brahmacari Lilasakti-devi dasi

Matanga disa brahmacari Rédhapriya-devi dasi
Citraketu ddsa brahmacari Devamaya-devi dasi
Nilamani dasa brahmacari Kuijamandana-devi dasi
Sarva Sargara ddsa brahmacari  Krgnavesa-devi dasi
Yajiianga dasa brahmacari Arca-devi dasi

Atmitma disa brahmacari Kalangana-devi dasi










Your doctor came to see you due to the severity of your illness. His
purpose was to order you not to speak, so you could regain your energy.
When he arrived in your room, you immediately took the opportunity to
preach to him about Krsna consciousness. No force within this material
world is powerful enough to stop your preaching.

As we reluctantly left your association in Mayapur to go to Vrndavana,
we heard another amazing example of your tenacity. Your illness was so
severe that you were unable to move. You commented that your father
had died of the selfsame disease. We were all terrified, and we didn’t
know what to do. Then we heard your final comment. You started mak-
ing plans for a preaching tour. We couldn’t believe it. Later on in
Vinddvana, one devotee was standing on the roof of the guest house,
watching you as you sat in great pain on the roof of your house. To his
amazement, you spent one full hour attempting to lift up your
microphone. You then proceeded to translate the Tenth Canto. On
another occasion you stated that you will go on preaching until your last
breath.

You have given up everything to make the world Krsna conscious. You
alone are powerful enough to manifest the will of Caitanya Mahdprabhu
in this world.

We can only lie in the dust of your feet and pray for your mercy.
Please give us the ability to follow your instructions. Please empower us
to act in such a way as to help you in your service, rather than hinder
you. Your mercy is already manifested unlimitedly. Please empower us to
accept it.

Purnacandra-devi dasi
Catura-devi dasi
Nitya-trpta-devi dasi
Resident Sannyasis Ksama-devi dast
Satsvaripa disa Gosvimi—GBC, BTG Editor-in-Chief Mamata-devi dasl
Ramesvara Svami—GBC, BBT Trustee Jadurani-devi dasi

BBT (ISKCON Press) Suresvara disa Db gt
Ridha-vallabha dasa Dhrstaketu dasa

Bir Righava disa  Ramadisa Abhitimadisa disa Joirimonedevidast =

Your disciples in New Dvaraka.

Réamaprasdda dasa Ramanatha dasa

Indrapramada disa Duryodhana-guru disa BBT (Order Department)
Navadvipa dasa Gopavrndesa disa Ranadhira disa
Venudhara dasa Kusakratha dasa Padmanabha dasa
Gadigraja dasa Vicdru dasa Sesa désa

Yamaraja disa Dravida disa Svariipa dasa

Mantri disa Mandalesvara dasa Janardana dasa
Raksovanda disa Drutakarma dasa $r7 Garbha disa
Mahasraya dasa Jagajivana dasa $rutadeva dasa
Maitreya dasa Raksana ddsa Minya disa
Sirmhesvara dasa Pariksit disa $rikanta dasa
Muralivadana disa Muralidhara disa Nava-yauvana disa
Bhargava disa Bhakta Paul Amala-Bhakta disa
Jayadvaita disa Balai-devi dasi Ramai dasa
Devamrta dasa Sita-devi dasi Sahadeva-Sakha dasa

195



196

Bhakta Jim

Bhakta Jonathan
Bhakta Ray
Anavadyangi-devi dasi
Manindra-devi dasi
Vaikuntha Murti-devi dasi
Tapati-devi dast
Manmohini-devi dasi
Bhaktin Cindy
Bhaktin Mary

Bhaktin Sally

BBT (Warehouse)
Mahendra dasa
Kadamba Kanana dasa
Candanécarya dasa
Gopiprana dasa
Kaumadaki-devi dasi
Suprada-devi dasi
Kulapriya-devi dasi

Spiritual Sky
Rsabhadeva dasa
Bhakta Ripa didsa
Lala-Krsna dasa
Mithiladhisa dasa
Jitesvara dasa
Kuvera dasa
Gajapati dasa
Yadunandana dasa
Mahajana dasa
Jagannatha dasa
Gadadhara Pagdita dasa
Upendranatha dasa
John Matlick
Kirtida-devi dést
Mrganetri-devi dasi
Daksina-devi dasi

First American Theistic
Exhibit (F.A.T.E.)
Bharadraja dasa
Adideva dasa
Locana dasa
Prabhupada disa
Viamanajana dasa
Cakradhara dasa
Ameyidtma dasa
Bhaktisiddhanta dasa
Catur-Vyiha dasa
Tirthdrthi dasa
Ramarajya dédsa
Vilasa-Vigraha dasa
Tulasi-Pati désa
Kaunteya dasa
Vidagdha dasa
Risanatha dasa

Pita dasa

Jana-Jivana disa

Dayila Nitai dasa
$iladiti-devi dast
Madhyama-devi dasi
Madhavi-devi dast
Padmahara-devi dasi
Vrndadevi-dasi
Dharmada-devi dasi
Vidarbha-Kanya-devi dasi

Temple

Gopala Bhatta dasa
Mukunda dasa
Babhruvahana disa
Lalitinatha dasa
Stambha dasa
Gopavrndapila dasa
Gurittama disa
Radha-pati dasa
Bhavananda dasa
Kavidatta dasa
Carma-Miirti dasa
Krsna Kirtana dasa
Lankavijaya dasa
Mahadeva dasa
Jayasacinatha dasa
Puspadanta dasa
Priyatmaja dasa
Tridhdma dasa
Satyasena désa
Dattatreya dasa
Puspalocana disa
Janasvami dasa
Vamsi-mohana dasa
Caturbdhu dasa
Madhusidana dasa
Suresa dasa
Rabindranatha dasa
Maharaja dasa
Karandhara dasa
Bhiskara disa
Dayanidhi dasa
Yuddhaméanyu déisa
Mahibhirata dasa
Mayipur Sasi dasa
Radhika Prasada dasa
Nalinfkantha dédsa
Bahulavana disa
Isana dasa

Minaketana Ramadasa désa

Kirtiraja dasa
Jagannitha Suta dasa
$ri Govinda dasa
Jaganivisa dédsa
Jagat-Sakha dasa
Garuda Pandita dasa
Srutasrava dasa

Ramanya dasa

Stutya dasa

Vipindtha dasa
Janajanmadi disa
Bhakta Jose Manuel
Bhakta Joaquin
Bhakta Mark

Bhakta Wayne

Bhakta Frank

Bhakta Charles
Bhakta Nigkriya
Bhakta Jim

Bhakta Ray

Bhakta George

Bhakta Martin

Bhakta Bill

Bhakta Max

Bhakta Jerry

Bhakta William
Caitanya-devi dasi
Mula-Prakrti-devi dasi
Lilasakti-devi dast
Gauri-devi dasi
Bhakta Priya-devi dasi
Labangalatika-devi dasi
Samapriya-devi dasi
Narataki-devi dasi
Ratnesvari-devi dasi
Vallabhi-devi dasi
Pusti-devi dasi
Matsya-devi dasi
Daksinavari-devi dast
Kaiicanbala-devi dast
Vraja-sakhi-devi dasi
Ananga-maiijari-devi dasi
Varianasi-devi dast
Jalasayi-devi dasi
Kasturika-devi dasi
Krodhasamani-devi dasi
Hari-puoja-devi dasi
Mahasini-devi dasi
Naga-patni-devi dasi
Viharini-devi dasi

Sri Lekha-devi dasi
Phalini-devi dasi
Diksavati-devi dasi
Vegavati-devi disi
Munipatni-devi dasi
Renuka-devi disi
Ujvalla Prada-devT dasi
Navina-devi dasi
Radhika-sakhi-devi dasi
Jagarini-devi dasi
Lalananami-devi dési
Krsna Vilasini-devi dasi
Rukmini-devi dasi
Vidya-devi dasi



Jaganmayi-devi dasi
Bhrami-devi dasi
Yogamaya-devi disi
Yogamala-devi dasi
Suprada-devi disi
Kunkuma-devi dasi
aranagata-devl dasi
Ujjvala-devi dast
Pérvati-devi dast
Hardjfia-devi dasi
Ananda Cinmayi-devi dasi
Revati-devi dasi
Rukmavati-devi dasi
Antardhyana-devi dast
Danta-devi dési
Orinkara-devi dast
Devamata-devi dasi
Jivana-devi dasi
Naravesa-devi dasi
Subhra-devi dasi
Bhranti-devi dasi
Bhadra-devi dasi
Satadhari-devi dasi
Rasamatijari-devi dasi
Naradevi-devi dasi
Vikramini-devi dasi
Krsna Priyd-devi dasi
Krgnd-devi dasi
Virmala-devi dasi
Jitamrta-devi dasi
Sandini-devi dasi
Lilamafijari-devi dasi
Sankari-devi dasi
Saradi-devi dasi
Karnka-devi dasi
Maiijari-devi dasi
Mahidmaiijari-devi disi
Sukhadha-devi dasi
Lokalila-devi dasi
Vaikuntha-devi dasi
Savitri-devi dasi
Candra-devi dasi
Bhaktin Laurie
Bhaktin Patty
Bhaktin Myla
Bhaktin Shirley

Children

Gaura Kisora

Nitai

Jayadharma

Arjuna

Atma

Kunti

Jagannitha Prasdda
Kisori

Sudaréana

Mira Bai
Manasa-candra
Jayananda
Laksmi
Jahnavi
Candrakanti
Ragalekha
Rukmini
Dharma Patni
Radha-sakti
Bhaktivardhana
Gopila Krsna
Krsna Kumira
Mandakini
Nimai
Vaijayanti

Jada Bharata
Candravali
Dvirakadhisa
Riipa Manohara
Rukmini
Gopala Bhatta
I$vara Puri
Krsna-Prema
Tulasyananda
Dhanvantari
Krsna Caitanya
Sanitana

Sita

Laksmana
Sarasvati
Katyayani
Namacarya Haridasa
Cittahari
Nimai Candra
Sundarl
Gauracandra
Magdalibhadra
Krsnananda
Gopilananda
Lalita

Radha Vrndivana
Jagajivana
$yamasundara
Hara

Siromani
Gauravani
Janaki
Atmabhi
Hrysikesa
Subala
Subhavilasa
Ananta
Citralekha
Janardana
Madana-mohana
Kailindi

Gurukula Teachers
Dvarakédnatha dasa adhikari
Tryadhisa dasa adhikari
Tusti-devi dasi

Vinoda Vani-devi dasi
Vaikuntha Murti-devi dasi
Svati-devi dasi

Gurukula Students
Govinda Mayi
Hitakdrana
Nimai
Rasmi
Govinda
Rukmini
Sridama
Yamala
Arjuna
Baladeva
Bhakta Riipa
Gulab
Janmagtami
Lila
Ratha
Nandini
Yamunid
Nagapatni
Dayanidhi
Dhira
Krsna
Nimii Candra
Radhagiami
Sundari
Draupadi
Gandhiri
Ananda
Bhakta
Bhakti
Cakra
Krsna Katha
Garuda
Samba
Sammohini
Yudhisthira
Ananta Sesa
ivajvara
Damodara Priya-devi dasi
Kamesi-devi dasi
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When will we be able to realize that you actually are non-different
from Krsna? When will we be able to appreciate what you have given us?
When will we be able to fulfill your desires? When will we stop commit-
ting offenses at your lotus-like feet?

rila Prabhupada, these are questions which we have been asking our-
selves so many times. Especially they come to our miserable minds
whenever you have to suffer from our offenses, like early this year in
Mayapur. At such moments we feel ourselves the most wretched persons
in the creation, knowing full well that our offensive, neglectful and
selfish service is causing you suffering. You have come like a loving
father to deliver and save the lost children, but we, your eternal sons and
daughters, pay only little attention to your instructions of how to come
back home. We are so puffed up that sometimes we even make up our
own plans to save ourselves. But like the frog in the well, we’ll simply be
eaten up by the snake.

We remember one day at the Ganges in Mayapur, your secretary was
reading notes from a diary. Someone was asking you: ‘‘Please, Srila
Prabhupada, be merciful unto me!”’ Immediately you replied: *“You be
merciful unto me.”

You have given your mercy freely to everyone in innumerable ways—
actually you are mercy personified—there is no need to keep asking for
it. But have you ever received our ‘““mercy’’? The moment we can under-
stand that we also have to be merciful towards you—by following your
orders, by preaching purely, by doing our duties without selfish motiva-
tion—at that time we’ll be of some assistance in your mission of chang-
ing the demoniac face of the world. .

Until that moment, however, we will have to simply pray to be able to
remain fixed in the dust of your lotus feet. Please, Srila Prabhupida,
don’t kick us away! There is no meaning to life without you! You are the
only hope for us! Without you there is no chance of becoming pure.
Therefore, we pray that some day we may understand your exalted posi-
tion as the Supreme Personality of Servitor Godhead and be able to act
accordingly, and in this way our offenses might stop and this may let you
complete your mission to benedict every living being with Krsna con-
sciousness. May this be our desire on this most auspicious day of the
year.

Your worthless disciples, ISKCON Mauritius center

Kapila dasa
Sankiéa dasa
$ri-niketana dasa












Raghava Pandita dasa brahmacari
Nitai Candra dasa brahmacari
Nadiya disa brahmacari
Satyandardyana dasa brahmacdri
Verikata dasa brahmacari
Sattvika ddsa brahmacari
Mathura Mohana dasa brahmacari
Hemanga disa brahmacari
Jananivisa disa brahmacari
Pankajanghri disa brahmacéri
Puskara dasa brahmacari
Bhagavatidmrta disa brahmacari
Kanva disa brahmacari
Dayédsana dasa brahmacari
Urukrama dasa brahmaciri
Kaviraja dasa brahmacéri
Godruma disa brahmacasi
Daksa disa brahmacari
Durgama dasa brahmacari
Tatpura dasa brahmacari
Lagudi dasa brahmacari
Anirdesavapu disa brahmacari
Rasika dasa brahmacari
Marutpati dasa brahmacari
Naresvara dasa brahmacari
Adiguru disa brahmacari
Navadvipa Pati dasa brahmaciri
Gajendra dasa brahmacéri

Gauranga Nityananda disa brahmacari

Vaninatha dasa brahmacari
Sukhamrta dasa brahmaciri
Brahmapada disa brahmacari
Prakisanta disa brahmacari
Dhirasanta dasa brahmacari
Caitanya Jivana dasa adhikari
Abhirama dasa adhikari
Ganapati dasa adhikari
Hiranya Garbha dasa adhikari
Anakadundubhi dasa adhikari
Girimakeha dasa adhikari
Syamasudarananda dasa adhikari
Muriri Hari dasa adhikari
Gadadhara dasa adhikari
Visnudasa dasa adhikari
Viévanatha dasa adhikari
Jaladhara dasa adhikari

Atula Candra dasa adhikari
Sukharafijana Mullick
Nikhila

Prabian

Jagendra dasa

Sudhirakrsna dasa brahmacéri
Akificana Krgna dasa brahmacari
Prabhava dasa brahmacasi
$ankaranatha ddsa brahmacéri
Sasibhigana dasa brahmacari
Haladhéra dasa brahmacari
Golilaya dasa brahmacari
Gaura Vigraha dasa brahmacari
Ananta Krsna dasa brahmacari
Nitya Krsna dasa brahmacari
Phoni nayaka dasa brahmacari
Govinda
Gopala
Surajit
Suséinta
Vijaya Krsna
rijaya
Prasanta
Bhaskara
Nimai No.1
Nimai No.2
Nikhila
Nikhila No.2
Nikhila No.3
Ratan No.l
Ratan No.2
Tapan
Svapan
Naridasa
Gauradasa
Dilipa
Dilipa No.2
Samir
Visnupada
Sankara No.1
$ankara No.2
Himarmsu
Centu
Subala
Anatkumara
Gauranga
Niraiijana
Sadananda
Arunaldla
Rangalala
Acintya
Arjuna
Yudhisthira
Ramesa
Sailen
Kamala Krsna

Visvanitha

Mukunda

Sunila

Kanai

Balai

Syﬁmalila

Svapan No.2

Prabhir
Srutirapa-devi dasi
Madri-devi dasi
Vrndavana vihari-devi dasi
Hari Sthari-devi dasi
Krsnaripa-devi dasi
Sucirani-devi dasi
Snehalata-devi dasi
KiSori vallabha-devi dast
Hari Sthanu-devi dasi
Prasiti-devi dasi
Visalaksi-devi dasi
Gopala-devi dasi
Aditya-devi dasi
Gopipriya-devi dasi
Nandini-devi dasi
Yamuna Ma-devi dasi
Haridisa Ma-devi dasi
Malati-devi dasi

Riya Ma-devi disi
Phula Malar-devi disi
Renu valla-devi disi
Uton Stri

Usa

Sumitra

Sepali

Laksmi

Gaura-devi dasi
Sastri

Depod

Ashim

Jhulana

Sinor

Rita

Angeli

Parnima

Shani

Maiiju Rani

Sundara

Yamuna

Tulasi
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the guidance and blessings of the pure devotee of the Lord. Guru krsna
prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija. The combined mercy of both guru and
Krsna is required to be situated safely beyond reach of the influence of
the mdyd potency. Srimad-Bhdgavatam (11.3.21) implores:

tasmad gurur prapadyeta jijiidsuh sreya uttamam
Sabde pare ca nisndtam brahmany upasamdsrayam

‘“Any person who seriously desires to achieve real happiness must seek
out a bona fide spiritual master and take shelter of him by initiation. The
qualification of his spiritual master is that he must have realized the con-
clusions of the scriptures by deliberation and must be able to convince
others of these conclusions.”” Through your books, Srila Prabhupada,
you are revealing to this estranged world a vast wealth of Vedic knowl-
edge which can actually benefit the conditioned soul and ease him out of
his deplorable material predicament. To this end, Srila Prabhupada, you
have devoted your transcendental energies—your mercy shines like the
new sunrise dissipating the darkness. In the Vayu Purdna an dcdrya is
defined as one who knows the import of Vedic literatures, explains the
purpose of the Vedas, abides by their rules and regulations and teaches
his disciples to act in the same way. .

We are not praying for you to shower your mercy, Srila Prabhupada—
that has already been done by your compassionate grace, for you are
Jjagad-guru. Rather, we beg for the strength, determination and en-
thusiasm to gather this mercy from our lowly positions and to assist you
in the glorious mission of $ri Krsna Caitanya ndma-sanikirtana as you
benedict the entire world.

We beg to remain eternally at your lotus feet, with the dust of all
Vaisnavas on our heads.

Your servants at Sri Melbourne Mahdprabhu Mandira

Balarama dasa brahmacari Ugrasrava dasa adhikari = Mahadevi-devi dasi
Gaura-Mandala Bhumi dasa brahmaciri Jayasila dasa adhikari Matida-devi dasi
Visvahetu ddsa brahmacari Amogha didsa adhikari Hari-devi dasi
Anupama déasa brahmacari Nakula dasa adhikari Vimala-devi dasi
Prabhu disa brahmacari Krpikira dasa adhikari  Srilekha-devi dasi
Atmérama disa brahmacari Asta-siddhi dasa adhikari Jiana-mirti-devi dési
Alalanatha disa brahmacari Bhakta Clayton Apardjita-devi dasi
Gopinitha Acirya disa brahmacari Bhakta Greg Gunavrati-devi dasi
Jagadiatma dasa brahmacari Bhakta Chad Mekhala-devi dasi
Adi-Puruga disa brahmacari Bhakta Will Rama-devi dasi
Brhaspati diasa brahmacari Bhakta Patrick Satyariipa-devi dasi
Gauragopila disa brahmacari Bhakta Ken Atltaguna-devi dasi
Ganesa dasa adhikari Bhakta Mark Paramrta-devl dasi
Kirma dasa adhikari Yayanti-devi disi Jayilu-devi dasi
Vrsa dasa adhikari Ragiatmika-devi dasi Bhaktin Eleanor
Ramasarana dasa adhikari Nitigata-devi dasi Bhaktin Jackie



To His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktiveddnta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine

nirvisesa-sinyavadi-p

.t o

dscdtya-desa-tarine

Mexico City

All glories to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the protector of the devotees and dearest servant of Lord $ri Krsna.

.11 glories to you, O spiritual master, by whom we are relieved of

the material suffering. Such suffering is so painful to the heart

and difficult to surpass that it is impossible without your kind

help. Therefore, in this, your yearly homage, we are making

an offering unto you—our heart, our intelligence, and our

endeavors—we offer everything unto you. We have ac-

cepted you as our lord and, therefore, everything belongs

to you.

People who are not able to see your work in this world are too much
covered by enviousness and their knowledge has no value. However, as
the eternal time elapses, more and more persons will accept your certain
and impressive victory in giving Krsna consciousness to this insane and
frantic, empty society.

Let all people hear your glories, your name, of your unlimited mercy.
Let them know of your faultless character, of your spotless fame. Let
them chant the holy names Hare Krsna, Hare Rdma, and thus become
Krsna conscious, sane and honest persons, who accept this bhagavat-

prasdada.

Please $rila Prabhupada, allow us to make this endeavor: to distribute
your books and attain your mercy. Allow us to serve you birth after birth
and take shelter in the sanctity of the dust of your lotus feet.

Your fallen disciples of MEXICO YATRA

Kratu dasa

Réima Svariipa disa
Bhakta Felipe
Bhakta Luis
Bhakta Jorge
Bhakta Victor
Bhakta Isack
Bhakta $aunaka
Bhaktin Draupadi
Bhaktin Subhadra
Bhaktin Araceli
Dvijahari dasa
Acalesvara dasa
Krpalu dasa

Bhakta Juan
Bhakta Fernando
Bhakta Francisco
Bhakta Pedro
Bhakta Fermin
Jaladoga-devl dasi
Silvia

Maricela

Maria de Jesus
Carudha disa
Candl dasa
Satrdjit dasa
Maitreya dasa
Madhvicarya disa

Ugradarnstra dasa
Sudarsana disa
Bhakta Octavio
Striyl-devi dasl
Ojasvini-devi dasi
Vasudeva Prana
Bhakta Miguel
Bhakta Miguel
Bhakta Eduardo
Bhakta Jaime
Bhakta Fernando
Bhakta Guillermo
Margasira disa
Bhakta Augustin

Rocana-devi dasi
Adityesa disa
Nandapriga dasa
Tadkari-devi dast
Sandipani-devi dasi
Karmasaksi-devi dast

Mahépunya-devi dast

Veronica
Carmen

Bhakta Alberto
Mother Blanca
Bhakta Gerardo
Sadanava disa

Vrajendra Kumira disa
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Mexico TSKP

o ajiana-timirandhasya jiiananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah
was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened
my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obei-
sances unto him.”
My dear father and spiritual master, please let me offer my most
humble and insignificant obeisances unto your merciful lotus feet.
$rila Prabhupada, you are the only sure shelter for a fallen soul.
The causeless mercy of Sr1 $r1 Radha-Krsna is manifested in this
ghastly material world through your munificent personality, by whom all
conditioned souls are given, without discrimination, the chance to be
free of the clutches of the material existence by chanting the holy names
of the Lord: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rima, Rama Riama, Hare Hare.

By chanting the holy names of the Lord under your protection, O pure
devotee of the Lord, the most fallen among the fallen ones can qualify
himself to realize the transcendental pastimes of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, $r1 Krsna.

Janma karma ca me divyam evam yo vetli tattvatah
tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna

“‘One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and ac-
tivities does not, upon leaving the body, take his birth again in this ma-
terial world, but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.” (Bg. 4.9)

O my dear master, I am always lonely and bewildered, walking on the
abyss-brink. Kindly be merciful unto me and don’t let me throw myself
headlong into it. Make me your eternal servant.

YAINO VAI VISNU TSKP MEXICO

Viraha Prakisa Svami

Ksiti Mohana disa brahmacari
Advayajiiana disa brahmacari
Bhakta Daniel
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Miami
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Dear Srila Prabhupdda,

our fathomless glories are so unlimited that in all of our
attempts to appreciate them, we simply feel like frogs sit-
ting in a well trying to appreciate the vastness of the
unlimited ocean.

Since time immemorial we have been suffering within this
material world, revolving on the unending wheel of birth and
death. Driven by our insatiable and perverted desires, we have
never even begun to find the first trace of relief from our continued mis-
ery. Now, by your inconceivable mercy, you have appeared to free us
from this holocaust and deliver us back to home, back to Godhead. Your
message of loving devotion is so simple and clear, but somehow or other,
we are still foolishly attempting to hold on to this alien world and resist
your divine instructions. Still, by your grace you are so expertly disentan-
gling us who are so wretched and insincere and you are accepting our
most fallen service. Undoubtedly you are the greatest servant of Lord
Caitanya Mahiprabhu as all of your desires and actions have proven.
You are completely devoid of any personal aspiration, and by knowing
the will of Lord Caitanya Mahdprabhu you have completely absorbed
yourself in that mood of unlimited compassion upon all of the fallen
souls.

We can now only pray to you for your continued association, because
without it we would remain eternally illusioned in this prison house of
material existence. May we pray to you eternally for your continued
mercy and the shade of your lotus feet.

New Naimisaranya Forest Devotee Roster

Narahari disa Parampari disa Lasika-devi dasi

Radhava dasa $rimaya dasa Jandrdana disa adhikéarl
Maha Sriga désa Bhakta Stan Ananda Cinmayi-devi dasi
Nandana Acirya disa Bhakta Jim Govinda Priya disa adhikari
Langaganesa dasa Bhakta Chuck Diksa-devi dast

Krsna Murti dasa Bhakta David Suvrata dasa adhikari
Dharma dasa Bhakta Bruce Sukhada-devi dasi

Radha Lingana dasa  Bhakta Willie Ramadadsa désa adhikari
Raghunidtha Puri dasa Bhakta Japhy Janakanandini-devi dast
Tejah Prakasa dasa Bhakta James Narataka Gopala-devi dasi
Duradharsa dasa Madana Mohana dasa adhikari Anda Ripa-devi disi
Grahila dasa Vindavanesvari-devi dast Dhira-devi dasi
Réadhéasyama dasa Carana Padma disa adhikari Bhaktin Joan

Paiicagauda dasa Padma-devi dasi Bhaktin Fern

Vi$vavrksa dasa Maha Variha dasa adhikari Bhaktin Terri

Candranana ddsa Bhaktin Alina Paramesvara disa

Nitai Carana disa Bharga ddsa adhikafi Réadha Mafijari-devi dasi
Tattvadaréa dasa Lilasakhi-devi dasi Ramacandra déasa
Raghavesa disa Jayadeva didsa adhikari Kalindi-devi dasi
Rudradeva disa Bhaktin Peggy Revati-devi dasi
Ramagopala disa Prema Ripa disa adhikari Gauranga disa



Minneapolis

nama om vispu-pdddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-siunyavadi-pascdtya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupdda,
short while ago you came to America with one desire: to try to
spread the Krsna consciousness movement of Lord Caitanya in
the Western world. Empowered by the divine instructions of
your guru-mahdrdja, Bhaktisiddhdnta Sarasvati Gosvami,
you left a nice calm residence in Vrndavana to cross the
dangerous oceans and humbly approach the people of New
York to take up the Hare Krsna chanting process. Now
twelve years later you have so many disciples and temples not only in
America but all around the world. This is indeed wonderful proof of your
purity and spiritual strength.

We are continuing in the service of Lord Krsna under your guidance,
knowing well that by your authority this Krsna consciousness movement
will go to every town and village around the world, and it will be the only
cure for this materially infected society. Although we may fall and
stumble in our attempts to help you, like a young child helping his father,
please forgive us for our clumsiness and continue showering your mercy
upon us, for that mercy is like nectar and tastes very sweet even to the
lame.

We thank you for the opportunity to worship your appearance, for this
will be a landmark in history as the appearance of the savior of the world.
We continually worship your lotus feet which are the only way by which
one can obtain pure devotional service. These lotus feet are glorified in
all the three worlds and are worshipable by great personalities like Lord
Brahma. Indeed the soothing shelter of your lotus feet is the path of top-
most perfection to the spiritual abode of Goloka Vrndavana.

Only by the mercy of the greatest avatdra, Lord Caitanya, could it have
been possible to obtain the association of the greatest dcdrya. Please be
merciful unto us although we are offensive fools. Please keep your lotus
feet always manifest in the core of our hearts.

Minneapolis Yatra

$Sivarama dasa brahmacari Yajfiahotra dasa brahmacari Sanga-devi dasi

$Sukra dasa brahmacari Nitha dasa brahmacéri Mrdapriya-devi dasi
Bhiideva dasa brahmacari Dharmaprina dasa brahmacari Nrsimha-devi dasi
Triyogi disa brahmacari Bhaktavatsala dasa adhikari Syamavallabha-devi dasi
Cakri disa brahmacari Vardha dasa adhikarl

Tattvavit disa brahmacari Pasupati-devi dasi

211









PRABHU-DATTA DESA
(Place of residence given by the Lord) Cc. Antya4.144

My heart’s not in it anymore.

I'll not approach even one more door.
These cars are filled with lusty whores.
Strong desires which number crores.

It's just beginning to get cold,

The wind is biting, the motel room’s old.
These men are new, they can't be told.
I'm quite ashamed for books not sold.

I'm leading these men but I need a guide,

I need a shelter, I want to hide.

Please help me Prabhupada, don't let me slide.
Where to turn with your consciousness fried?

Phone to Memphis. Dhrstadyumna’s there,
he'll help me find a shelter here.

He read Eighth Canto across that wire
And began my path to the devotional fire.

“I'm falling,” I said. “A wife,” he suggested.
“Maharaja!” I remarked, a little disgusted.

“A leader of men must be fixed up.

If not, your orange robes, you'll have to give up.”

Maybe he’s right, I thought walking away,
Checking for coins and a little dismayed.
How can I make it, at least let me try.

O Prabhupada, can this be the only reply?

Your answer came later in the form of a change
Tamala Krsna suggested leaving ‘home on the range.’
“Start packing today you're Africa bound."”

Now I know without doubting his decision was sound.

The example was set by Sri Riipa and Sandtana,
Leaving home to preach in Vrnddvana.

That land was their home for the work of the Lord.
To follow them's done by these orders of yours:

Preach anywhere and everywhere this message sublime,
Chant ‘Hare Krsna’ and fall in Caitanya’s line.
Distribute the name anyway anytime

They'll benefit even by one single line.
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Montreal

nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthayva bhi-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pdscatya-desa-tarine

om ajiiana-timirandhasya jidndnjana-saldkayd
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah
Dear Beloved Srila Prabhupada,
1l glories to your lotus feet. On this holy day of your most
auspicious appearance, we fall in the dust at your lotus feet and
beg for the ability to properly glorify your divine and mag-
nanimous character. You are the Supreme Personality of Ser-
vitor Godhead, freely bestowing your causeless mercy upon
the unqualified and ungrateful conditioned souls of Kali-
yuga. By your grace the entire material universe is awaken-
ing from an age-long sleep of godless ignorance to the joyous and eternal
sound of Lord Caitanya’s harer nama-sarkirtana. We are amongst the
most fallen of living entities and yet, somehow or other, by your cause-
less mercy, you have glanced in our direction, and now our lives have be-
come successful. Who can properly describe the glories of your causeless
mercy?

In the Eleventh Canto of Srimad-Bhdgavatam it is stated by the
Supreme Lord Krsna Himself:

““My dear Uddhava, the spiritual master must be accepted not only as
my representative, but as My very self. He must never be considered on
the same level with an ordinary human being. One should never be en-
vious of the spiritual master, as one may be envious of an ordinary man.
The spiritual master should always be seen as the representative of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and by serving the spiritual master,
one is able to serve all the demigods.”

Who but you, Srila Prabhupada, would deliver such low-born mlecchas
and yavanas as ourselves, and turn us into Vaignavas, devotees of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord $ri Krsna?

It is by your grace, 'Qrﬂa Prabhupada, that we are tasting the nectar of
devotional service to Sri Govinda, the sweet transcendental cowherd boy
of Vrndavana.

By your grace, $rila Prabhupada, every day we are bathing and dress-
ing the Supreme Personality of Godhead in His arcd-vigraha form, which
is nondifferent from Krsna Himself.

By your grace, Srila Prabhupada, we are travelling to the holy places
such as Mayapur, Vrndavana, and Mathura, although we have no
qualifications. And by your grace we are visiting §ri Radhi-Kunda,
whose glories are unlimited, and which is unobtainable even by great
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sages such as Narada and Sanaka. When has the world seen such mercy
as yours?

By your grace, Srila Prabhupéda, we are giving up our grossly sinful ac-
tivities such as meat-eating, intoxication, gambling and illicit sex life,
and instead we are learning to practice the rules and regulations of vaidhi-
bhakti, under your expert guidance.

By your grace, Srila Prabhupada, we are beginning to understand who
we are, and we are also beginning to help others understand who they
are.

By your grace, Srila Prabhupada, we are beginning to understand who
is God and who is not God. And by your grace we are praying to Him, in-
stead of defaming Him.

By your grace alone, $rila Prabhupada, we are all going back home,
back to Godhead. But most of all, by your grace, Srila Prabhupada, you
have given us your association and instructions. Now, $rila Prabhupada,
by your grace, please bless us with the desire and ability to give these
priceless gifts to each and every single conditioned soul in the material
world.

All glories to your lotus feet, $rila Prabhupada. May you please enjoy
lasting good health.

With love from all the devotees of ISKCON Montreal

Nandikesvara disa adhikari
Bhastrhari dasa adhikari
Hanuman dasa adhikart
Mayapursasa dasa adhikari

Amarastavya dasa brahmacari Bhaktin Daniel
Isavatara dasa brahmacari Bhaktin Giselle
Kulasekhara dasa brahmacari Bhaktin Joanne
Padmapani disa brahmacari  Bhaktin Marie-Paul

Ravindra dasa adhikari Gururija dasa brahmacari Bhaktin Josee
Satyajit dasa adhikari Bhakta Armand Bhaktin Lyne
Praghosa dasa adhikari Bhakta Brian Bhaktin Marielle
Kesisatru dasa adhikari Bhakta Rene Subhadri
Aprakrta dasa adhikari Bhakta Pierre Radharant
Priyabhakta dasa brahmacari Mandari-devi dasi Sandatan?
Priyabandhu disa brahmacari Jyotiraditya-devi dast Sanitana
Ghosa Thakura dasa brahmacarT Mayavati-devi dasi Bhaktivedanta
Vyapaka dasa brahmacari Medhya-devi dasi Gangamayi
Jitarati dasa brahmacari Sarada-de~ da:” Yamunamayi
Tanohara diasa brahmacari Sa: ‘~nayr-devi diss Mohini

Jaya Govinda dasa brahmacari  Mikhilesvari-devi dasi Sitarani
Paranagara diasa brahmacari Bhakti-devi dasi Radhika
Sadapugta dasa brahmacari Klesangibhakti-devi dasi Nimai

Dayalji dasa brahmacari
Vidyaraja disa brahmacari

Daya-devi dasi
Siddhi-devi dasi

Friends

Anil

Samir and family

Mothers Janie, Jackie, Dickie, and family
Bruce prabhu









matchless gift of Lord Caitanya’s divine love which we, unfortunately,
take for granted. Our condition is like a delirious patient who is suffering
from a severe illness. Not even recognizing the doctor as his friend due
to madness, he fights with the doctor and tries to resist the medicine.
But, as the doctor goes on administering the cure, so you also continue
to show your mercy even though we are constantly offending your lotus
feet. Thus you are showing us the real meaning of compassion.

As you more than once cited, asocydn anvasocas tvam prajiia-vadams ca
bhdsase. ‘‘While speaking learned words you are lamenting for what is
not worthy of grief.”’ Because of blindness people are following blind
leaders who don’t know the real aim of life. They are unnecessarily
lamenting on the basis of the body. However, you are lamenting for what
is actually worthy of grief. You are sorry for the suffering conditions of
repeated birth and death. As you continue preaching regardless of your
health, we can see your deep concern for all of us. We were previously
taking this world to be everything, but by your association, gradually we
are understanding that your lotus feet are everything.

ndma-sresthari manum api saci-putram atra svaripam
riipam tasyagrajam uru-purim mathurirh gosthavatim

rddhd-kundam giri-varam aho radhika-madhavasam
prapto yasya prathita-krpayad Sri-gurum tam nato ‘smi

‘I bow down to the beautiful lotus feet of my spiritual master by whose
causeless mercy I have received the supreme holy name, the divine
mantra, the service of the son of Sacimata, the association of Svariipa
Damodara, Ripa Gosvami, and his older brother Sandtana Gosvami,
the supreme abode of Mathura, the blissful abode of Vrndavana, the
divine Radha Kunda and Govardhana Hill and the desire within my
heart for the loving service of $ri Radhiki and Madhava in Vrndavana.”
On this most auspicious day of your appearance we must thank you again
and again for these matchless gifts. Although we are unqualified to serve
you, we are simply praying that we may remain engaged at your lotus feet
eternally.

nama om visnu-pdaddya krsna-presthdya bhi-tale

Srimate bhaktivedd@nta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdripe
nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tdarine

ISKCON New Delhi devotees:

Bhagavad-asraya dasa Bhiumipati disa Tamalakarttika dasa
Radha Mohana disa Sirya Prasdda disa Kgsnagopila dasa
Usika disa Mahamana dasa  Dinaddhyatma dasa
Rasananda diasa Patatriraja ddsa
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nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti ndmine

namas te sdrasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-siunyavadi-pdscdtya-desa-tdrine

¢ here at New Orleans Yatra humbly pray for the
intelligence and the strength to serve your divine
self, Srila Prabhupada, in a simple and offenseless
way. Please be merciful unto us.

Lord Brahma’s majestic position as creator of the vast
cosmic manifestation certainly must be respected by
every single entity. Siva’s potency is so intense that simply
by his dancing the entire universe is devastated. The king of the
demigods Indradeva rides his celestial elephant-carrier Airdvata. Armed
with his powerful thunderbolts he can easily knock off the peaks of the
greatest mountains. Vivasvan the sun-god lights and heats the extensive
expansions of space as he smoothly makes his route in his effulgent
chariot. The goddess of fortune Lakgmi-devi is so enticing that just to
have her association even the most reputed gentleman will engage in the
most abominable activities. See him madly struggling to have her under
his control, although he’s actually under hers.

There are thirty-three million demigods and they are deputed by
KRSNA to see that the universe is properly facilitated. Their positions of
control are far superior to the other innumerable conditioned souls. Yet
all of them are trapped in temporary bodies stuck within the thick cover-
ings of the universe.

Gurudeva! All these demigods are great masters but they all bow down
to your lotus feet. $ri Guru, you are the sum total of all the demigods,
capable of delivering anyone within the fourteen planetary systems.
Therefore we offer you our most respectful obeisances and beg you to
keep us with you.

Most beloved Srila Prabhupada, you have told us the secrets of time
and space. Everyone is puzzled at the idea of life beyond, but you are
showing us everything, taking us everywhere. The universal activities
are so amazing and wonderful that simply by investigating these cosmic
affairs one becomes aghast. But actually it’s all a dream...a colossal
phantasmagoria, bhditva bhatva praliyate.

dbrahma-bhuvandl lokah punar évartino ‘riuna
mam upetya tu kaunteya punar janma na vidyate



“From the highest planet in the material world down to the lowest, all
are places of misery wherein repeated birth and death take place, but one
who attains to My abode, O son of Kunti, never takes birth again.”
Jayate jagad-guru! Your glories are sung throughout the three worlds.
You have saved us from this painful Ferris wheel-like transmigration of
one body to the next, one planet to the next. Whether we are high or
low, happy or distressed, in this body or that, it doesn’t matter because
it’s all hellish. Our position now is that we are most thankful and forever
indebted to you for taking us off this universal merry-go-round.

samsdra-ddavanala-lidha-loka-
trandya karunya-ghanaghanatvam

praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

*“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy.
Just as a raincloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the
spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing
the blazing fire of material existence. 1 offer my respectful obeisances
unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master who is an ocean of
auspicious qualities.”

O master, we’ve tried and tried and tried like imbeciles to enjoy the
miragelike variegatedness of this great manifestation. We’ve been
through it all in this lifetime and in so many millions of lifetimes before.
Now finally disgusted and exhausted we are through trying. You are so
munificent that you were right there just when we needed you, just when
we wanted you. By your causeless mercy our cosmic dream is over. You
have awakened us to the reality of KRSNA. Vdsudevah sarvam iti. There
is nothing else.

Brahmanda bhramite kona bhdgyavan jiva. While wandering
throughout the universe in so many species of life, if one is very fortu-
nate he gets the seed of the creeper of devotion by the mercy of KRSNA
and guru. ,

Without you, Srila Prabhupéda, we are lost. Please help us to hang on
to your lotus feet. Praying for just one drop of your ocean of mercy, re-
peatedly we fall at your lotus feet. Jaya Prabhupada!!!

Ananda dasa brahmacari Vamsimohana dasa brahmaciri Bhakta Rick
Gunavasa disa brahmacari  Vedanta-krt dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Rick
Jiidgnanitha disa brahmacari Ranganatha dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Ed

Carupa dasa brahmacari Vrkodara dasa adhikari Bhakta Tim

Jvarajit dasa brahmacari Muralimanohara dasa Mr. Jack Prabhu
Kaladksara dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Jim $anti-devi dasi
Paramatma dasa brahmacari Bhakta David Premamayi-devi dasi
Rasavildsa ddsa brahmacari Bhakta Don Kanya Kumari-devi dasi
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New York

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

ith the morning sunshine streaming onto the
veranda in Mayapur, you declared that place to be
Vaikuntha. ‘““Where else can one always hear Hare
Krsna?” you said. When asked about your health, you
said, ‘I am not feeling very well these days. Actually 1
am not fit to even be here.” Yet actually you were the
only one qualified to be there. The only intelligent man is
one who considers his own material intelligence to be useless and sub-
missively accepts that knowledge emanating from the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead through the via media of the parampara. You are
completely transcendental yet display the humility befitting one of the
countless fallen conditioned living entities embarrassingly caught in the
material existence.

You criticize the scientists and educators who ever-so-humbly recom-
mend themselves to be lords and masters of all knowledge, although
they are devoid of the most basic understanding of the process of self-
realization. You say that we do not even need to argue with them about
any points of religion, since we can defeat them on the basis of the most
simple principles of mechanical engineering. With all their wrenches,
graphs, dials, and sophisticated modern equipment, they cannot meet
your challenge to just repair a broken machine, namely, a dead body, so
that it will get up and walk and speak again. In that way you challenge
them and show that their knowledge is nothing but rascaldom and show
that the real means of accepting knowledge is related directly by the per-
fect seer of all things, Lord Krsna.

You said that one should be like Sandtana Goswami and approach the
Supreme Personality of Godhead in all humility, acknowledging one’s
own lack of realization of one’s original spiritual identity.

dapandra hitdhita kichui na jani!
gramya-vyavahdre pandita, tdi satya mdni
krpa kari’ yadi more kariydcha uddhdra
dpana-krpdte kaha ‘kartavya’ amara
‘ke Gmi’, ‘kene amaya jare tapa-traya’
ih@ ndhi jani—— ‘kemane hita haya’
‘sddhya-‘sadhana’-tattva puchite na jani
krpéd kari’ saba tattva kaha ta’ dpani
‘I do not know what is beneficial for me and what is detrimental. None-
theless, in ordinary dealings people consider me a learned scholar, and 1

am also thinking of myself as such. Out of Your causeless mercy, You
have delivered me from the materialistic path. Now, by the same
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causeless mercy, please tell me what my duty is. Who am 1? Why do the
threefold miseries always give me trouble? If I do not know this, how can
I be benefited? Actually I do not know how to inquire about the goal of
life and process for obtaining it. Being merciful upon me, please explain
all these truths.” (Cc. Madhya-lila 20.100-103) Sanatana Gosvami was
the most exalted devotee of Caitanya Mahaprabhu and was qualified by
humility, knowledge, and purity. You are just like Sanitana in all these
qualities, yet you possess even more bountiful mercy. When Caitanya
Mahaprabhu ordered Candrasekhara to go outside his door and greet the
devotee standing there and bring him in for an audience, Candrasekhara
Acidrya could not even recognize Sanitana as anything more than a
“Muslim mendicant.” But due to Sanitana’s great devotion, Sri
Caitanya Mahdprabhu seated him in an elevated place right next to Him-
self and embraced him, recognizing him as the greatest of all Vaisnavas
present.

$ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is called mahd-vadanya-avatara, the most
merciful. You, the devotee of Lord Krsna, are more merciful than Krsna
Himself. Although Sandtana Gosvami was qualified to some degree by
his transcendental characteristics, we have no such qualification. We are
refugees from a sinful world where animal slaughter is a way of life,
speculation is an honored principle, illicit sex life is an economic conve-
nience, and intoxication is the only solace. Yet somehow or o;her you are
willing to give us shelter and take us into the association of Sri Caitanya
Mahdprabhu.

We are so weak in our ability to execute the principles of bhakti-yoga
that we are very easily influenced by the material energy, and therefore
we are called marginal, or fatastha-sakti. We are like that uncertain area
between the seawater and the dry sand on the beach, which is sometimes
moistened or even drenched by the waves of the ocean of material exis-
tence, and which sometimes gleams in the bright midday sunlight of un-
contaminated spiritual existence. We are affected by the demands and
designs of materialistic persons and have the tendency to fall prey to
their wiles—sometimes grossly and sometimes more subtly —by allowing
ourselves to become influenced by the preaching of atheistic, demoniac
scientists, politicians, and philosophers of the modern age. Although you
are preaching only on the platform of perfect realization and can perfectly
describe the sure means of escaping the pounding waves of material exis-
tence, we still become affected by the mundane intellectuals and scholars
who try to rationalize everything and see this Krsna consciousness
movement as just one more tiny eruption in the placid continuum of
social awareness. But you, $rila Prabhupada, are able to discern the real
truth and therefore, being uninfluenced by such rascals, always instruct
us in the art of pure Krsna consciousness.



You purify our cluttered minds and filthy hearts—preaching like your
Guru Mahirdja, Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Lord Krsna Himself—on
how to take up the bow on the battlefield and fight at the divine behest.
When we might think to make concessions or accommodations to the
social conventions of the material world, you encourage us to fight, to
give up attachments to fathers, sons, mothers, cousin-brothers, and
teachers in order to execute the will of the Supreme Lord. Although we
want to cling to our material existence, you cut us away and instead put
us in the association of Arjuna on the battlefield, kneeling before Lord
Krsna, bearing his chastisement and taking up the fight. In material life
there is nothing but degradation and ignominy, couched within birth,
death, old age, and painful disease. But you are giving us the glory of the
fight rather than the placid indolence found in dying oid dogs.

According to Caitanya-caritamrta, the farther west one travels the
more demoniac the people become. We are so far away from Mayapur
and the abode of Caitanya Mahaprabhu, lost in the far reaches of the
West, and therefore we are more demoniac than even the infamous Jagai
and Madhai, who were so degraded as to even offend the most merciful
Nityananda Prabhu. Yet still you are saving us and guiding us back to the
spiritual world. No one could sing of your glories enough; no one can
offer you enough homage. You have descended swanlike in the Western
world, at ease even in the most hellish conditions provided by Krsna’s
most expert assistant, Mayadevi herself. Because you are never forgetful
of Krsna, you give the only constructive knowledge and the only real
help. Without you our lives are useless, tormented, and hopeless; but
serving you, we can aspire for the spiritual world. Unlike Sanéitana, who
admitted his ignorance and begged for instruction in the science of the
self (dtma-vidya), we are interested only in showing our pitiful expertise
in perfecting our material sense gratification. Yet still you gently chide
us, entreating, “When will you let me set you free?”’

Srila Prabhupada, you alone know Krsna’s plans and what is within
our hearts. We will wander aimlessly if we do not have your command.
Please do with us as you will.

Your servants at ISKCON New York,

Adi Kesava Svami Brhadbhinu dasa brahmacari  Divya Lila ddsa brahmacari
Suddma Gosvami Bhaktivinoda ddsa brahmacari  Girisregtha ddsa brahmacari
Afijana disa brahmacari Bhaktijana ddsa brahmacari Gajahanta dasa brahmacari
Agrahya dasa brahmacari Baddha Hari dasa brahmacari ~ Ganpapati ddsa brahmacari
Ajitananda dasa brahmacari ~ Bhimipati disa brahmacari Gavam Guru disa brahmacari
Acirya Ratna ddsa brahmacari Bhatavan disa brahmacari Hrsikesa dasa brahmacari
Asesa dasa brahmacari Dasaratha Suta ddsa brahmacari Harirsartipa dasa brahmacari

Bhitdhara disa brahmacari Dinasarana ddsa brahmacari Indriyesa disa brahmacari
Bhrgupati dasa brahmacari Dravanaksa dasa brahmacari Jivadhara disa brahmacari
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Jiianaguhya dasa brehmacari Krsna Caitanya disa adhikdari  Revati-devi dasi

Kapindra disa brahmacari Lohitiksa dasa adhikari Rasajiia-devi dast
Kasirama dasa brahmacari Nayanabhiridma dasa adhikari Sravaniya-devi das
Kavidatta dasa brahmacari Nanda Kisora dasa adhikari $Sataripa-devi dast
Krsnotkirtana disa brahmacari Prahlada Priya dasa adhikari Lilasmrti-devi dasi
Krtakrta dasa brahmacari Puru dasa adhikari Syamagha-devi dasi
Lilapurusottama disa brahmacari  Prajapati dasa adhikari Vrajamandala-devi dasi
Lokamangala dasa brahmacarl $11 Rdma dasa adhikari Jyotirmayi-devi dasi
Mayesvara dasa brahmacari Traidisa dasa adhikari Nirafijana-devi dasi
Nitdi Gauracandra disa brahmacari Vyndavana dasa adhikari Acyutapriya-devi dasi

Paravidha ddsa brahmacari
Praghosa disa brahmacari
Preraka dasa brahmacari
Pirnamrta dasa brahmacari
Puskardksa dasa brahmacari
Rajendrandtha disa brahmacari
Raégaputra dasa brahmacari
Raghupati disa brahmacari
Romapada disa brahmacari
Rohini Suta didsa brahmacari
Romabhadra dasa brahmacari
Subuddhi dasa brahmacari
Sadacara dasa brahmacari
$Sanki dasa brahmacéri
Saiijaya dasa brahmacari
Sarvabhauma disa brahmacari
Sandtana Dharma dasa brahmacari
Trilokesvara diisa brahmacari
Urjasvat dasa brahmacari
Visvatomukha ddsa brahmacari
Vipra ddsa brahmacari
Virendra dasa brahmacari
Visnu Gada dasa brahmacari
Vyasaputra dasa brahmacari

" Variithapa dasa brahmacari
Vaisageka disa brahmacari
Vakresvara Pangita disa brahmacari
Vidyabhusana dasa brahmacari
Yaduganguli dasa brahmacari
Adargi dasa adhikari
Antima dasa adhikari
Hari dasa adhikari

Jaya Gaurasundara disa adhikari

Vendavanacandra disa adhikari

Yoges$vara diasa adhikari
Bhakta Andrew
Bhakta Angelo
Bhakta Bob

Bhakta Carlos
Bhakta Eddie
Bhakta Joe

Bhakta Joel

Bhakta Lewis
Bhakta Lewis
Bhakta Leroy
Bhakta Lance
Bhakta Lou

Bhakta Matt
Bhakta Maha Mike
Bhakta Michael
Bhakta Napolean
Bhakta Paul
Bhakta Rich
Bhakta Scott
Bhakta Walter Sr.
Bhakta Walter Jr.
Peter Hawkins
Alarka-devi dasi
Jambavati-devi dasi
Jahnavi-devi dasi
Lokadevi-devi dast
Merumala-devi dasi
Nitya-devi dasi
Pramada-devi dasi
Purnasakti-devi dasi
Ramaédevi dast

15a-devi dast
Kamalatika-devi dasi
Mitravrtti-devi dasi
$Tiavati-devi dasi
Hari Nama-devi dasi
Bhaktin Autumn
Bhaktin Beth
Bhaktin Doris
Bhaktin Elli
Bhaktin Kathy
Bhaktin Maureen
Bhaktin Sheila
Bhaktin Teri
Bhaktin Cheryl
Bhaktin Joyce
Bhaktin Nancy
Cintamani

Nimii Madhava
Caitanya Priya
Tamila

Kunti

Nimdi Sarana
Sﬁmad-Bhigavatam
Badardyana

Puerto Rico

Apurva dasa adhikari

Laksmi Nrsirhhadeva dasa brahmacari
Purugartha dasa brahmacari
Yamunapriya disa brahmacari
Kamalini-devi dasi

Murtivandya-devi dasi

Nanda-devi dasi






Nitai Gaura Traveling
World Sankirtana Party
Kolhapur (India)
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Vyasa-pija offering by the devotees of the bullock cart sankirtana at the lotus
feet of Srila Prabhupada

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

lease kindly accept my most prostrated obeisances at your
lotus feet. Unlimited glories to you, Your Divine Grace. The
only reason I am in this unwanted existence is that I have
misused the minute independence given to me by Krsna. I
have been trying my best to lord over the material world from
time immemorial. But each time the Lord’s external energy,
mdya, was kicking me. And the Lord ultimately made me bhdgyavan,
fortunate, and has brought me to your lotus feet. You are the external
manifestation of Paramitma, and you are the representative of the Lord.
Now I am totally at your mercy. And now I do not know anyone else ex-

cept you as my lord and the controller of all my wanderings.

Once upon a time I was situated on the spiritual planet where the pre-
dominating Deity is the Lord Himself. And now once again I am situated
on the ISKCON planet, where you are the predominating deity. But un-
fortunately I am the same person with the same age-old propensity of
being independent. So now at this stage I repeatedly pray at your lotus
feet—O vice-lord, be kind enough to take my minute independence
away. Do not offer me the choice but your service. I have no power to
discriminate and do not have any understanding of my own self interest,
na te viduh svartha-gatir hi visnum. So 1 beg that you make me your slave
eternally and do not allow me to speculate or make plans of my own. I fell
down from the spiritual sky and now your mercy manifestation ISKCON
has picked me up. But if I fall down from the ISKCON planet there is no
other hope for me. Let all my own plans go to hell. Let only your plans
and work get done. Let only your desire get fulfilled. And as an obedient
slave let your desire become my desire.

O Srila Prabhupada, please fulfill this, the only desire of mine, and no
more.

Always praying this, We eternally remain your servants,

Lokanatha Svami Atmatattva Jagat Vicitra ddsa brahmacari
Krsnadisa Vaidyadasa Abhayasraya dasa brahmacari Lild Kamala dasa brahmacari
brahmacari Krsna Prema disa brahmacari Puri ddsa brahmacari

Ravididsa brahmaciriT Rohinitanaya disa brahmacari Bhakta Vilasa



nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svdamin iti némine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracadripe
nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupdda,
lease accept our eternal obeisances at your divine lotus feet,
Srila Prabhupada, where even the most fallen of sinful beings
can be accepted by your overwhelming compassion.
$rila Prabhupada, although we seldom have personal
association with you, still you are giving us your association
through your writings and teachings, and in these books we find
your presence. Every word you speak is so full of devotional inspira-
tion that even the most sinful of people can be enlivened to engage in de-
votional service to Lord Krsna. Now we simply have to perfect the art of
hearing from you.

We find that the more we associate ourselves with you through your
books and devotional service through your grace, the more we want
others to also come and hear your every word. And as they realize your
exalted position as spiritual master of the universe and take to your lotus
feet as their only possible shelter, we all become joyful to see you in-
creasingly glorified. Your Divine Grace should be worshiped by every
sane human being, and it is our duty to see that this happens. We find
that as people read your books, their understanding and appreciation for
you increases and so does ours. So we shall attempt to spread Krsna con-
sciousness to all corners by your instruction and permission with in-
creased book distribution. We hope that you shall derive some amount
of pleasure from our meager offerings at your feet.

Please, Srila Prabhupada, allow us the intelligence to appreciate our
position as your eternal servants and in this mood continue working very
honestly and hard to distribute the highest knowledge to all humanity in
the form of your books. Kindly permit us to continue trying to please you
through our service, as imperfect as it may be. We beg to remain your
humble servants.

The disciples of your Ottawa center,

Gaura disa brahmacari Ripa Vilasa dasa adhikarl Varugi-devi dasl
Laksminatha ddsa brahmacari Bhakta Denis Mitravinda-devi dasi
Nirantara ddsa adhikarl Bhakta Robert Bhaktin Sue
Krsnaddsa disa adhikari Paurpnamasi-devi dasi Bhaktin Diane

Ottawa
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beloved spiritual master. Only at this time do our lives become of value.

All glories to you, $rila Prabhupdda, because you have come to save
the entire world. Sanatana Gosvami humbly submitted to Lord Caitanya
that, “‘People consider me to be a very wise man, but I do not know who
I am, where I come from, or where I shall go after death.” This is exactly
our position because we also did not have any knowledge of our real
nature. Your spiritual master, His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati, said that this material world is not a fit place for a gentleman.
Anybody in this world, trapped within a material body, has to suffer the
threefold miseries in different forms of distress until such time that he
reaches the point of complete surrender to the bona fide spiritual master.

om ajidna-timirandhasya jiidndfjana-saldkaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sSri-gurave namah
“I was born in the darkness of ignorance, and my spiritual master
opened my eyes with the torchlight of knowledge. Therefore 1 offer my
respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master.”

Only by your grace can one become freed from this false conception of
identifying with the material body. We were all so proud of this miserable
body, worshiping it and giving it our complete attention, without know-
ing that it is just a bag of stool, blood, urine, mucus and bile. There is
nothing glamorous about it at all.

By your causeless mercy you have come to deliver the fallen souls of
this Kali-yuga, so we can rightfully say that you are suhrdam sarva-
bhatanam, or the friend of all living entities, who can deliver us from all
material miseries. In this age of Kali, the qualities of mercifulness,
truthfulness, cleanliness and austerity are almost lost and it would have
been impossible for any of us to become freed from the clutches of mdyd
if you had not come to save us. By your causeless mercy you have made
us the most fortunate by creating ISKCON so that we can have sddhu-
sanga to protect us from mdyad.

sadhu-sanga-krpd kimvd krsnera krpayd
kamadi ‘dubsanga’ chadi’ Ssuddha-bhakti paya

““One is elevated to the platform of devotional life by the mercy of the
Vaisnava, the bona fide spiritual master, and by the special mercy of
Krsna. On that platform one gives up all material desires and the associa-
tion of unwanted persons. Thus one is elevated to the platform of pure
devotional service.” (Cc. Madhya24.97)

The Srimad-Bhdgavatam (3.23.56) states:

neha yat karma dharmdya na virdgaya kalpate
na tirtha-pada-sevdyai jivann api mrto hi sah
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‘A person whose work does not lead him to spiritual life, a person whose
spiritual rituals do not lead him to renunciation or a person situated in
renunciation that does not lead him to devotional service to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, must be considered as a dead man in spite of the
fact that he is living.”’ So, the ultimate aim of the human form of life is
found in the unalloyed devotional service to the Lord, and this goal we
have to reach in this very life. It is only by your grace that one can reach
this perfection, and on this day of Vyasa-pija we all bow down at your
lotus feet and pray to obtain your mercy.

You are the perfect dcdarya because your very life shows us that pure
devotional service cannot be checked by any material conditions. In any
condition, whether it be advanced age or temporary iliness, you have
proved that pure devotional service is directly under the protection of
Krsna’s divine energy.

By your example we must now have faith in your instructions, and it is
the duty of every one of us to follow in your footsteps. ALL GLORIES

TO YOU, SRILA PRABHUPADA!

Your fallen servants at Paris ISKCON

Traveling Sainkirtana
Prthu Putra Maharija

Sri Hari disa brahmacari
Caitanya Nitai disa brahmacari
Indradyumna disa adhikarl
Jagadvasi ddsa brahmacari
Jagat$restha ddsa brahmacari
Gopasvami ddsa brahmacari
Ramadasa brahmacari
Bhima dasa brahmacari

Jaya Ngsirmha

Pavana deva disa

Radhika Ramana dasa brahmacari

Bhatabhavana dasa brahmacari
Indriya dasa brahmacari
Sahadeva disa brahmacari
Kesinasana dasa brahmacarl
Jagadananda ddsa brahmacari
Prasannitma dasa brahmacari
Rasada dasa brahmacari
Sahasramurdana dasa brahmacari
Adhisekhara dasa adhikari
Caranambuja dasa brahmacari
Akhilesvara ddsa brahmacari
Amala Purina disa brahmacari
Arigtarasana dasa brahmacari
Gabhiratma disa brahmacari
Kitastha ddsa brahmacari
Mahabala dasa brahmacari
Aditi-devi dasi

Danda Kesi-devi dasi

Jagatkirti-devi dasi
$¢i Vidya-devi dast
Bhakta Amale
Bhakta Manavi
Gunamayi-devi dasi
Jiva-devi dasi
Malati-devi dasi
Sitala-devi dasi
Bhakta Julia

Paris Temple
Adiraja disa brahmacari
Vrajisama disa brahmacari
Caitanya Bhagavata dasa
brahmacari
Mahidnama dasa brahmacari
Aradhya-devi dasi
Damadamini-devi dasi
Dinesvara-devi dasi
Gopanandini-devi dasi
Kratasrestha-devi dasi
Mahamedha-devi dasi
Navalanga-devi dasi
Bhaktin Brigitte
Bhaktin Leonor
Bhaktin Michele
Bhaktin Rosa Alba
Abhinanda dasa adhikarl
Arcanananda dasa adhikari
Dayamrga dasa adhikéri
Harivilasa dasa adhikarl

1$vara disa adhikari
Janaprina dasa adhikari
Parasurama dasa adhikari
Svayambhur dasa adhikari
Parijata-devi dasi
Mahimabhiisana-devi dasi
Atitagamana-devi dasi
Nitai Gaura

Rasavihari

Radha Govinda

Bhaktin Anne-Marie
Sophie

Narakantaka dasa brahmacari
Pitavasa dasa
Svardpananda disa
Vrsakrti dasa

Bhakta Andre

Bhakta Antonio

Bhakta David

Bhakta Stephan

Paris Farm, New Mayapur
Gaura dasa brahmacari
Hariboldnanda disa brahmacari
Krsna Baladeva dasa brahmacari
Mahavidya dasa brahmacari
Paritma dasa brahmacari
Sadasivapriya désa brahmacari
$alagrima dasa brahmacari
Sudarsana ddsa brahmacari
Valyavapu disa brahmacarl
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nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

brahmdnda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

t is stated in your Caitanya-caritamrta: Out of many millions of living
entities wandering throughout the creation of Lord Brahma, one
who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with the bona
fide spiritual master by the grace of Krsna. By the mercy of both
Krsna and the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the
creeper of devotional service.

Somehow or other you have chosen us as your disciples, Srila
Prabhupida. Even though we have no qualifications and our hearts are
covered with deep layers of material dust, still you so patiently guide us
on the path back to Godhead. Our conditioning and association in this
material world had us convinced that intoxication, illicit sex life, eating
animal flesh and gambling would give us the highest taste. This taste can-
not be found anywhere in this material world. No amount of money,
fame or learning can have it. Only by the grace of the pure devotee of the
Lord can one be given the highest state—Krsna consciousness.

Our thank you seems so insincere and insignificant, $rila Prabhupada.
We can only pray to Krsna to please keep us eternally engaged in your
service for only by your grace, Srila Prabhupada, can we escape the
miserable condition of repeated birth and death.

Your eternal servants,

Dharmatma dasa adhikari Gopalasyapriya-devi dasi  Acintyasakti-devi dasi
Damodara disa adhikari  Pradhanagopika-devi dasi Karyitita-devi dasi

Maha-devi-devi dasi Siiksmarapini-devi dasi  Premaka-devi dasi
Ragatmika-devi dasi Sukalina-devi dast Manasvini-devi dasi
Lajjavati-devi dasi Mankumiri-devi dasi Dvijapriya-devi dasi
Maharha-devi dasi Krsna-mayl-devi dasi Vrajamandala-devi dasi
Vedamata-devi dasi Nirmala-devi dast Mother Robin



Portland

om ajiiana-timirdndhasya jidananjana-saldkaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai Sri-gurave namah

nama om visnu-pddaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti némine

namas te sdrasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-stinyavadi-pdscatya-desa-tdrine

Our dearest Srila Prabhupdda,

long with all our wonderful Godbrothers throughout the world,
we, the residents of New Manipura Dhama, prostrate our-
selves in the dust of your lotus feet, begging for your mercy
and inspiration to assist you in pushing on the great
sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya. O divine master,
please forgive all our offenses, rectify our fauits and remove
the snake of envy from our hearts. O merciful Gurudeva,
please bestow upon us enthusiasm, determination, and patience, the
jewels of pure devotion. Infuse us with your compassion, O beloved Srila
Prabhupada, for this is the loving quality of the true Vaisnava. Shower
upon us, O ccean of mercy, the spirit of cooperation that we may most
effectively spread this most important movement. O siritha-guru, most of
all give us the strength and courage to continue on against all obstacles in
this dangerous age of Kali. Please don’t let us fall, O merciful spiritual
master. Outside of serving you, there is nothing else to do with our lives.
Now we surrender unto you, Srila Prabhupada. Please give us the shelter
of your lotus feet!

Begging to remain your servants in New Manipura

Dina Bandhu disa adhikari Bhakta Bill Maladhari-devi dasi
Antara dasa adhikari Bhakta Tom Bhaktin Wanda
Bhagavatacarya disa adhikarl Bhakta Bill Gopilanandini
Sukadeva dasa adhikari Bhakta Steve Nirada Muni
Girijarata dasa adhikari Akuti-devi dasi Krsangi

Pati dasa adhikari Srida-devi dasi Rimanuja

Vibhu dasa adhikari Kusumapita-devi disi Bhima

Anantdtma dasa brahmacari Jagamohini-devi dasi  Maidhurya Lila
Ekaniyasvabhiva dasa brahmacari Srimati-devi dasi Nila Madhava
Kaviraja dasa brahmacari Meru-devi dasi Jagadisa

Jyotindra disa brahmacari
Ramyaka dasa brahmacari
$Syamasundara disa brahmacari

Palini-devi dasi
Abhaya-devi dasi
Janmasinya-devi dasi

Naimisaranya
Bhaktin Jenny
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Srila Prabhupada,

f all your qualities, I would like to praise your ability to
look at the world and genuinely appreciate the good
in it. Generally, devotees are swanlike because they
want to serve Krsna. This service to Krspa is the
essence of life. The swan has the ability to extract
the essence, the milk, from a mixture of milk and
water. So I can see, Srila Prabhupada, that you are

paramahamsa, the supreme swanlike devotee.

You are traveling through this material planet, simply extracting its
essence, the eternal relationship of service between the people and
Krsna. You have explained that ‘‘Krsna is so kind and favorable that if a
servitor is accused even of great offenses, Krsna does not take this into
consideration. He simply considers the service that is rendered by His
devotee.’’ You are obviously acting on Krsna’s behalf in this matter, and
by your example, you are giving us a taste of real love, the only founda-
tion on which we can build our Krsna consciousness.

Love is manifested in the desire to serve the beloved. That is your
teaching, the essence of spiritual life. Jivera ‘svariipa’ haya—krsnera ‘nitya
dasa’. Never mind our crowlike tendencies, if we can just get firmly fixed
up in some service to your lotus feet, we will be rightly situated.

Your fallen servants, New Varsana Farm

Paramananda disa Indird-devi dasi Kaulini-devi dasi
Satyabhama-devi dasi Jagannitha disa Ramacandra disa
Premananda dasa Vrnda-devi dast Vidyananda dasa
Madhavendra Puri dasa Bhurijana dasa Veditma dasa
Jahnava-devi dasi Jagattarini-devi dasi Vyasasana disa
Devakinandana dasa Vrndavana LTla-devi dasi  Vispuyasa disa
Kamra-devi dasi Darpaha dasa Sarvapama ddsa
Kesava disa Locana Padma-devi dasi Gudakesa disa
1$vara Puri disa Pratyatosa disa Krsnotkirtana dasa
Gaurahari dasa Urmila-devi dasi Bhakta Vi§vareta disa
Praphulla Mukhi-devi dasi Madhava disa Visvakarmi désa
Siddha Baba disa Steve Prabhu Yudhisthira dasa
Arjuna dasa Katha Ruci-devi dasi

Vimanadeva dasa Candra-devi dasi
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like no one else, you are never-endingly speaking of Lord Caitanya’s
mission, inspiring all of your devotees to preach this ndma-sankirtana. O
$rila Prabhupada, so great you are, you have saved the world with your
Bhaktivedanta purports.

You are my heart, my life and soul. My morning rising is by your call of
service to the transcendental Lord $ri Krsna. Morning bath, visnu-
tilaka, saffron robes, Gayatri, thousands of Godbrothers, japa and
mangala-drdtrika are all from you; priceless gifts of service and associa-
tion you have bestowed. The Deities and Their prasdda, more than we
can eat, and a first-class transcendental home; you have offered all this.
What I could not have dreamed of in eternity, what would have been im-
possible for me to conceive of with this mundane mind, into this
ISKCON Krsna consciousness I have gained entrance by your grace. You
are His Divine Grace, the mercy incarnation of Krsna, and this move-
ment is a manifestation of your pure, uncontaminated desire to please Sri
Gaurasundara.

This mission, your life and soul and every breath, is pure nectar,
simply sublime and full of transcendental ecstasy. To take part as your
assistant birth after birth—let that be my only desire. By assisting your
preaching 1 can taste the highest bliss and know who are Radha and
Krsna—your youthful loving couple for whom you’ve given up this
world in madness. You are Their Lordship’s eternal servitor and topmost
devotee, and for this I have the proof. For Them you have come here
and saved me and all of us. You are making everyone a Vaisnava. Who
can resist you? It is not possible. You have defeated everyone. You have
taught the world real science, the best economy, perfect government and
better business. You are the greatest cook, the best musician and
sweetest vocalist. Even Nirada and Vydsadeva sing your glories. You are
the greatest author, greatest devotee, greatest spiritual master of all
time, yet more humble than a blade of grass. Tolerating my offenses, al-
ways encouraging me, O Srila Prabhupada, [ am your dog. I cannot begin
to glorify you yet you have allowed me to write some words. I love you,
$rila Prabhupada, please let me distribute your books wherever you see
fit. You are my guide, my master, and my life is all your mercy. I am fall-
ing at your lotus feet, please consider my plea. You are my only shelter,
what can I do? I am appealing to you and you will not turn me away. You
have given me this sannydsa order of life, now again 1 promise you, I
make this vow, eternally I am your menial servant.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you!
$r1 $11 Radha Damodara Traveling Sarikirtana Party

Tripurari Svami
Dhrstadyumna Svami



$ri Sri Cota Gaura Nitidi TSKP
Sura ddsa brahmacari

Kalki disa brahmacari

Bhuvanesvara disa brahmacari

Bus No.1: $ri Sri Radha-Damodara
(Cincinnati Preaching Center, Louisville Preaching Center)

Kavicandra ddsa adhikari Vrajendranandana désa brahmacari
Gauranga dasa brahmacari Prahiiddananda ddsa brahmacari
Maha Muni dasa brahmacari Ratnabihu disa brahmacari
Ramacarya dasa brahmacari Jiva Pavana dédsa brahmacari

Cota Haridasa dasa brahmacari Mayapuradhama dasa brahmacari
Goloka dasa brahmacari Mukunda Datta disa brahmacari

Bhagavdn Acérya disa brahmacari Dayila dasa brahmacéari
Aindra disa brahmacari

Bus No.2: $ri Sri Nimai Nitai (Indianapolis Preaching Center,
Milwaukee Preaching Center, Madison Preaching Center)
Gopijanavallabha disa brahmaciri Raghunandana disa brahmacari

Jiidpaka ddsa brahmacari Parnacandra disa brahmacari
Mahideva déisa brahmacari $rila dasa brahmacari
Rasardja dasa brahmaciri Raya Krgna dasa brahmacari
Dhruva dasa brahmacari Lokasvami dasa brahmacari

Sankara Pandita dasa brahmacari  Kesiha ddsa brahmacari
Uddhava dasa brahmacari

Bus No.3: Sri $ri Gaura Nitéi (Durham Preaching Center)

Janardana disa brahmacari Caturvyiha disa brahmacari
$Sastivara dasa brahmacari Pértha Mitra disa brahmacari
Datta disa brahmacari Rangaji dasa brahmacari
Anittama disa brahmacari Mairkandeya dasa brahmacari

Pyari Mohana disa brahmacari Kundara disa brahmacari
Govinda Datta dasa brahmacari Sasvata dasa brahmacari

Bus No.4: Sri Sri Nitdi Gauracandra

(El Paso Preaching Center, Memphis Preaching Center)
Brahmi dasa brahmacari Vi§va ddsa brahmacari

Rasatala dasa brahmacari Nakula Brahmacari dasa brahmacari
Sunanda disa brahmacari Réja Vidya dasa brahmacari
Drsya Krsna didsa brahmacari Madhuhara dasa brahmacari
Dhrsta dasa brahmacari Gariga Narayana dasa brahmacari
Naikdtma ddsa brahmaciri Caitanya Candra didsa brahmacari
Hasyagrami ddsa brahmacari Rasaprada ddsa brahmacari
Puspagopala dasa brahmacari Bhakta Charlie

Tattvavada dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Mark

Bus No.5: $ri $ri Nitai Caitanya Candra (Kansas City Preaching Center)
Kesava Bharatj dasa adhikari Vyasapada disa brahmacari

Subuddhi Raya dasa brahmacari  Brhadbhanu disa brahmacari

Maha Mantra dasa brahmacari Dravandksa disa brahmacari

Atendriya ddsa brahmacari Vaikuntha Deva dasa brahmacari
Gopalacarya dasa brahmacari Giridhari disa brahmacari
Prthusrava ddsa brahmacari Subuddhi dasa brahmacari
Muktanéitha ddsa brahmacari Variithapa dasa brahmacari
Bhadranga dasa brahmacari Rigaputra dasa brahmacari
Bhakta Bob Ganapati disa brahmacari
Jagi$vara Rsi disa brahmacari Rohini Suta dasa brahmacari
Cakriddsa brahmacari Rajendranitha disa brahmacari
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nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
srimate bhaktiveddnta-svamin iti namine

Dear Srila Prabhupdda,
arottama dasa Thakura says that the spiritual master is
karund-sindhu, an ocean of mercy. You are an unlimited
ocean of mercy, and there is no person more glorious
than you in all the three worlds. Out of compassion you
have come into this world of fallen souls to bring us
back to Godhead, although we don’t have any qualities.
Just as the sun can extract water even from stool and
transform it into pure drops of rain, you extracted us from our stoollike
lives full of sinful activities and impersonalism and elevated us to a posi-
tion enviable even by the demigods. It is said that even great devas desire
to take birth as devotees in this movement, and you, with your mercy,
have transformed such fallen souls like us into devotees.

Gurudeva! As the sunlight is more potent when it goes through a lens,
in the same way Krsna’s mercy is greater when it goes through you. $r
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is glorified because He saved Jagdi and Madhai,
whose activities were just like childish pranks in comparison with our
abominable sins. Caitanya Mahaprabhu has saved with His mercy Jagai
and Madhai, but that same mercy, filtered through you, has increased
millions of times, therefore you are now saving hundreds of thousands
of Jagdis and Madhais.

In Krsna Book there is a description of autumn in which it explains
how the earth becomes luxuriant after the rainy season. Likewise, the
devotees, after joining the Krsna consciousness movement, become
bright and look like they’re coming directly from Vaikuntha. But just like
the earth becomes dry during the summer season, we also become dry
and lose our qualities if we forget your instruction, because these
qualities are not ours but are only a reflection of some of your unlimited
qualities.

yogyatd-vicdre, kichu nahi pai
tomdra karund-sara
karuna na hoile, kandiya kandiya,

prana nd rakhibo dra
Gurudeva! As the lotus flower grows in the mud but is never touched
by it, you stay in the mud of this material world but you are never con-
taminated. Your lotus eyes see always Krsna, your lotus lips chant always
Krsna’s glories, your lotus hands are always engaged in Krsna’s service,
your lotus feet dance always for the Lord, and your lotus mind is always
fixed on the Lord. When Krsna plays His flute, the waves of the Yamuna
carry lotus flowers to His feet. In the same way, your mind always brings

thoughts of love to Krsna.



ohe! vaispava thakura, doydra sdgara,
e dase karuna kori’
diya pada-chdya, sodha he amadya,
tomdra carana dhori

$rila Prabhupéda, our only hope is to get hold of your lotus feet; we can-
not do anything else but pray to always have your mercy and be able to
follow in your footsteps. Mdya’s attacks are so strong that we can fall
down any day. Gurudeva, give us a drop of your mercy so that we can
resist mdyd’s attacks. Make our ears constantly full of your instructions
and inundated with Krsna’s pastimes so that they will not be attracted by
the whispers of mdyd. Please, enter into our rebellious minds and make
them full of thoughts about Krsna so that they will not be attracted by the
waves of desires. Impress your holy image in our eyes so that they will
not be attracted by mdyd’s winkings. Give us the strength to engage our
hands in chanting the japa-madld that you have given us and in perform-
ing devotional activities, otherwise these hands will be engaged in caress-
ing mdyad. Give us the enthusiasm so that our legs will be always engaged
in dancing in front of the Deities (which are manifested due to your
mercy) and for running from one person to another in order to distribute
your books so that our legs will not be engaged in running after mdyd.
Give us a drop of your mercy so that our tongue can really taste the tran-
scendental sound of the maha-mdntra and the nectarean flavor of
prasada. In this way we will lose the desire to taste the garbage of the ma-
terial world. Give us the strength to engage all our energies in distribut-
ing your books. By doing this we will not waste our energies foolishly in
sense gratification.

namnam akdri bahu-dha nija-sarva-saktis
tatr@rpitd niyamitah smarane na kdlah

etadrsi tava krpa bhagavan mamapi
durdaivam idrsam ihdjani ndanurdgah

‘O my Lord, Your holy name alone can render all benediction to living
beings, and thus You have hundreds and millions of names, like Krsna
and Govinda. In these transcendental names You have invested all Your
transcendental energies. There are not even hard and fast rules for
chanting these names. O my Lord, out of kindness You enable us to
easily approach You by Your holy names, but I am so unfortunate that 1
have no attraction for them.”

You are always deeply absorbed in tasting the ecstasy of chanting the
glories of Lord Caitanya, so we just pray to you to allow us to taste one
drop of the ocean of bliss you constantly feel, so that we can keep chant-
ing the holy name Yasydprasadan na gatih kuto 'pi: without your bless-
ing we are completely lost and helpless. Without you we would still go
here and there barking like dogs searching for some illusory, ephemeral
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Sao Paulo

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-siunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupdda,

n the occasion of this Vyasa-puja day, we desire to
declare our complete dependence upon your tran-
scendental mercy. The whole world was waiting for
you. War, famine, and constant burning desires for
love were ravaging the poor conditioned souls. But,
now you have come. Oh, $rila Prabhupida, you are

the greatest of all masters. You are the greatest of
kings, poets and scholars. You are the greatest of generals. Your opu-
lences have no limit. You give us shelter though we are filled with the
bad qualities of anger, greed and envy. Without you our bodies become
useless. We are simply animallike servants of illusion, accepting death
again and again.

Please engage this insignificant soul in the service of Radha and Krsna.
After being tortured for an eternity by the witch Mdyd, we have finally
accepted you as the captain of our ship. These bodies are yours. Let us
help expand your mercy everywhere through the inadequate work of our
own hands. Srila Prabhupada, we pray that you will be very strong and
healthy as you surcharge this dark world with your transcendental en-
ergies. We want to give up our selfishness and serve you in cooperation.
Please allow us to realize that by accepting the shelter of your lotus feet
and worshiping you by preaching Krsna consciousness under the direc-
tion of the GBC and sannydsis, we are perfectly situated in your service.
In this spirit we can continue to help you spread this movement, and
Lord Caitanya’s name will be glorified in every town and village.

In Vrndédvana you were living in one house before you moved into the
Radha Damodara temple. The landlord showed us the spot where you
sat, chanting Hare Krsna and seeing the transcendental form of the Lord.
At that time, in the Western world no one knew of Lord Caitanya, what
to speak of following His instructions. Now, by your mercy, in almost
every major city of the world, the conditioned souls can follow in your
lotus footsteps by sitting before the Deity and chanting Hare Krsna. Thus
you have expanded Vrndavana.

Please give us the strength to follow your bold example. O Gurudeva,
purify our sinful hearts as we struggle to preach Krsna consciousness in
this dark material world. By your mercy the hearts of the living entities
who have all fallen under the influence of so many ism’s will be con-
quered.
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St. Louis

nama om vispu-pddaya krsna-presthdya bhii-tale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti ndmine

namas te sdrasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-siunyavdadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our dearest Srila Prabhupéda,

he spiritual master is to be honored as much as the
Supreme Lord because he is the most confidential servitor of the
Lord. According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scrip-
tures, the spiritual master delivers his devotees. ‘‘One should
know the dcarya as Myself and never disrespect him in any way.”
The bona fide spiritual master always engages in unalloyed devo-
tional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By this
test he is known to be a direct manifestation of the Lord and a genuine
representative of Sri Nityananda Prabhu.

When the deluded spirit soul enters the material world to make his
feeble attempt to reject Krsna, the compassionate Supreme Lord in the
form of Balarama or Nityananda expands Himself through various forms
down to the Supersoul within the heart. This Baladeva-Nitai is known as
the original spiritual master; as the guru within the heart, caitya-guru, He
attempts to guide the living entity back to the spiritual world. But when
the soul becomes eternally addicted to material sense enjoyment, the im-
partial Supersoul fulfills his unlimited material desires according to his
karma, and the soul can no longer directly hear the Supersoul asking him
to go back to home. For these nitya-baddha souls, however, Balarama
again manifests Himself in the external form of the bona fide guru. The
dcdrya, or pure devotee, has a different position from the Supersoul in
that he can interfere with the conditioned soul who is misusing his
marginal independence to reject Krsna. The spiritual master is not sworn
to impartiality like the Supersoul.

Only out of His immense compassion does the Personality of Godhead
reveal Himself as the spiritual master. He is the Supreme Personality of
Servitor Godhead. It is worthwhile to take shelter of such a steady devo-
tee, who is called dsraya-vigraha, or the manifestation or form of the
Lord of whom one must take shelter. This is also confirmed by Srila
Visvanitha Cakravarti Thikura: by the mercy of the spiritual master,
one receives the benediction of Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada, you explain in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam that it is
Narada Muni only who can deliver the path of bhakti-yoga: nara means
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the Supreme Lord and da means one who can deliver. But you are the
bona fide dcdrya in the succession from Narada: therefore now it is you
only who can deliver Krsna to the fallen soul.

Everyone in this horrible place is afflicted with the jaundice of avidyd,
ignorance, and they cannot find the sweet taste of real spiritual happi-
ness. But you have brought the sweet, transcendental sugar candy from
Goloka in the form of Krsna’s name, form, qualities, pastimes and devo-
tional service, and as the supreme doctor, you are trying to spoon-feed
this medicine to all the fallen souls in order to cure their diseased condi-
tion. That sweet taste is found in its pure form in the great sound incar-
nations of God like Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and
Srimad Bhagavad-gita. So under the order of your spiritual master, you
are dedicating your life to translating these books and explaining them to
the entire universe.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, you explain that these transcendental
sounds vibrating on your tongue are directly the saffron dust particles
coming from the Lord’s lotus feet. You also explain that the dust of the
lotus feet of the spiritual master is his instructions, and that these in-
structions should be the life and soul of the disciple. So every day we are
singing: guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya dar nd koriho mane
dsd—our only wish is to have our consciousness purified by the words
emanating from your lotus mouth. Therefore we must surrender to all of
your instructions to make this wish completely true. Now we are
foolishly taking instruction from our minds, whose message is the sum
total of all the bogus gurus that we've followed since time immemorial
(mano-rathendsati dhdvato bahih). But you explain our real duty in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam: *‘One must accept a spiritual master who comes in
the disciplic succession, and under his direction, one must then engage
his three propensities, namely his body, mind and words. The body
should be engaged in physical activity under the order of the master, the
mind should think of Krsna incessantly, and one’s words should be
engaged in preaching the glories of the Lord. If one is thus engaged in the
loving service of the Lord, one’s life is successful.”” In this way you are
always canvassing on Krsna’s behalf— man-mana bhava mad-bhakto mad--
YGjit mam namaskuru.

Lord Caitanya preached prema pumartho mahan—the goal of human
life is to develop pure love for God. And in Detroit you said, “Guru-
krsna-prasade pdya bhakti-latd-bija: And to approach guru means just to
beg Krsna from Him.”” But we do not know what to ask from you. You
are the desire tree which can give your disciple whatever he wants. But
we are so fallen that we are asking for broken glass instead of the real
gem that you possess: pure, unalloyed devotional service. Associating
with you through your instructions, vani, gives us the vision by which we
can leave the dark forest of material enjoyment and obtain the Lord’s



shelter. In the Srimad-Bhdgavatam, you explain that a devotee who
follows the instructions of the Lord approaches Him (mdm eti), and as a
spiritual person, such a devotee returns to the Personality of Godhead
and plays and dances with Him. So actually surrendering to all of your in-
structions makes us eligible for more and more mercy from Krsna—
yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasddah.

The disciple must be eager to follow the spiritual master’s orders. “‘To
those who are constantly devoted and worship Me with love, I give the
understanding by which they can come to Me.”’ This is very practical. A
teacher instructs the student if the student is capable of taking more and
more instructions. Otherwise, in spite of being instructed by the teacher,
the student cannot make strides in his understanding. This indicates that
Krsna is prepared to give bhakti-yoga to everyone, but one must be capa-
ble of receiving it. That is the secret. So every day we are singing: sri-
guru-carane rati—attachment to your lotus feet is the perfection of life.
We must become steadfast in our determination to follow every instruc-
tion you have given us.

You always try to enliven us about Krsna, which increases our desire
to serve you, because serving you is the only way to reach that Supreme
Lord. You explain this in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam: “‘If one seriously ac-
cepts the lotus feet of the Lord, he is purified by the grace of the Lord
and by the grace of the Lord’s servant. One who is brought under the
lotus feet of the Lord by the endeavor of the Lord’s servant, the spiritual
master, is certainly immediately purified, however lowborn he may be.
He becomes eligible to return home, back to Godhead. This is the sign of
associating with great devotees. A devotee takes instruction from a liber-
ated soul and is thus overwhelmed with ecstasy from transcendental
pleasure.”

Srila Prabhupada, you explain in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu that
association with a pure devotee can have two effects. If it is properly exe-
cuted, even a mleccha can be elevated to the platform of paramaharisa.
But if offenses are committed against a pure devotee, then one’s attach-
ment to Krsna can be reduced to practically nothing. So we are begging
that you sanction our feeble attempt to follow your instructions. Please
don’t let us fall away from your service because of our offenses. If you
examine us, you will find no good qualities. Your mercy is all that we are
made of. If you are not merciful unto us, we can only cry hopelessly.

Your fallen servants,

Makhanalila dasa adhikari  Durlabha Darsana dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Ken

Prana dasa brahmacari Guruvagmi dasa brahmacarl Bhakta Hare
Jagad-dhata disa brahmacari Sarva Devamaya disa brahmacari  Bhakta Rick
Caturatma dasa brahmacari  Jiva-pati ddsa brahmacari Bhakta Ken
Bhima dasa brahmacari Akriranitha dasa brahmacari Tilaka-devi dasi
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O merciful Prabhupada, your eyes they can heal,
Taking hard-hearted souls, and making them feel.

Your mace is your mercy, soothing and warm,
Your love is our guidelight through maya’s dark storm.

Your heart, it contains the Lord’s loving grace,
His smile you partake of, face to face.

You've given us hope, as the ship was going down,
With you as our captain, we surely won't drown.

The guru, the sastra, the sadhu, it’s said,
Without your pure kindness, we would surely be dead.

Devotional service, the ultimate goal,
The need of the world, the need of the soul.

Bestowed upon freely, without legislation,
Pure love of Krsna, life’s destination.

To kindle a fire of freedom and light,
You say we must stand, prepared always to fight.

By never retreating from what seemed defeat,
We're learning to serve at your two lotus feet.

Once upon a time, long, long ago, some very foolish children of a very
rich father decided to run away from home. And although the father
knew of the plans of the children and although he was hurt to hear of
their scheme, still he allowed them to do as they had planned. And so
they left.

On the first day of their journey they were robbed of their intelligence
by the thief of lust. On the second day they began to feel weak from lack
of the food of spiritual knowledge. On the third day the mud and dirt
from the road became caked on their clothes and covered their qualities
of kindness, humility and compassion. On the fourth day they were
beaten and disheartened by the rogues of false theories and mental
speculation. On the fifth day they contracted the disease of sense grati-
fication and because of this they could no longer remember where they
had come from, nor who they were. On the sixth day they could under-
stand that they had somehow gotten lost in the forest and on the seventh
day the cold rains of selfishness and greed began to pour incessantly
upon them, soaking their clothes, and the winds of envy and false pride
chilled them to the bone and burned their faces.



It was in the dark, rainy night of that seventh day that a gentleman ap-
peared before the children. He carried with him a candle, and seeing the
pitiable condition of the children he took compassion on them and
brought them home with him.

Not desiring anything in return, the gentleman first of all discarded the
filthy wet clothing of the children, bathed them, gave them clean, warm
clothing, and began to cook for them and feed them daily. In this way the
gentleman began to nourish the children back to health, and when they
became well enough to understand, he explained to them what had hap-
pened and that he had been sent by their father to retrieve them. Upon
hearing this the children became joyful, and along with the gentieman
they all began to make the happy journey back home.

My dear $rila Prabhupada, you have retrieved us from this horrible
material world and have given us devotional service to Krsna. We simply
pray that you will allow us to express our gratitude to you by letting us
assist you in your mission to fulfill the desire of Lord Caitanya. Just as
the sun floods the world with its rays, so you are flooding the world with
your transcendental qualities. It is our greatest honor if we are allowed to
share in this inundation.

Srila Prabhupdda
No mortal can surpass you Most pleasing is your talking
No man can stand a chance Breaking down those gloomy walls
You've given us the emerald road You've given us eternal light
The step to deliverance. We march down maya’s halls.
What mercy lies within you With only Krsna's guidance
Your kindness knows no bounds You're captain of this ship
You've given us the complete shelter You've given us a place to ride
In transcendental grounds. Guaranteed a one-way trip.
Such strong determination How giving is your nature
With loving ties is laced A quality of few
You've given us the highest power You've given us your very life
A transcendental taste. What can we give to you?

So thoughtful and so pensive

As how to carry on

You've given us that royal order

To please Madana Mohana. The devotees of Vancouver Yatra
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determination, while excessive heat and cold attacked the beatific
devotee. After three days of patient austerity, the gate opens, the guru
stands there, and the neophyte becomes a disciple. But you saw that we
cannot even stand in one place for five minutes. So you engaged us in
Krsna’s service. Another of these books told of a disciple’s not eating for
many days. But you saw how we grow restless if we don’t eat, so you fed
us krsna-prasada. You in fact teach us the perfect balance of sanctity and
actuity, of work and play, of bhajana and preaching, of action and inac-
tion, of devotion and preaching, of paricaratrika and bhagavad-viddhi.
And so with the idea of the highest pleasure of you and Vrndavana
together, I anticipate your arrival in Delhi’s Palam airport.

There are only two of us to greet you, but you accept our garlands and
sandalwood and rosewater with a grace that makes us bashful, as if the
whole of the world were there greeting you. The Ambassador car pulls
up, and we await some words. You hand me your (at the time) small
white satchel, which you carry our movement around in; but still you say
nothing. You glide into the front seat, and we get into the back with your
traveling secretary.

Exchanging whispered news of devotees and activities around the
world, we talk in low, subdued voices, so as not to disturb you. Minutes
pass like hours as we await your transcendental words, some instruction,
some acknowledgment. But transcendental as you are, you remain silent.
I have another realization: there is no need for you to acknowledge or ap-
pease us. By now our society has begun to establish itself as it should
be—catering to your mood, not ours. If you want to be silent, that is cor-
rect, and we should not expect or push anything else. And so from that
time on, whenever meeting with you I let you establish the mood, not
me. If you want to joke, I joke; if you want to chastise, I bow my head
remorsefully; if you want to talk business, I talk business; if you want to
talk philosophy, I talk philosophy.

I remember in Calcutta once when being sent on a special mission I
came in and stated with importance, wanting glorification, *‘I am going
now,’’ and you simply turned and walked into the bathroom.

Yet in the car we still anticipate some divine instruction, some words
of wisdom—anything—as you in all your natural beauty sit relaxed in the
front seat. At a red stoplight, the Indian version of the Hell’s Angels roil
up next to your open window. You turn your head slightly and say ‘‘Hare
Krsna,” and the young grease-ball says ‘‘Hare Krsna’ back. He jabbers
to his friends, and they jabber back, and they turn into Gandharvas and
young innocents by your grace. We still await, murmering the maha-
mantra silently.

We glide to the outskirts of New Delhi on the way to Vindavana. Your
voice of authority and patience finally breaks the vacuous silence. You
say, ‘‘Cement.”
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ferent rooms to avoid their fighting (aithough they live in the same tem-
ple compound, they haven’t spoken to one another for years). You
satisfy each one of them separately; they each take you as an ally, and
you discuss and draw up papers which arrange our stay at some rooms at
the top of Radha Damodara Temple. Your secretary is simultaneously
drawing up the contract for accepting the Ramana Reti property and the
contract for the rooms at Damodara.

Some bdbajis (in their off-white cloth) and your slightly bearded
Godbrothers arrive, and you at once host them and then feed them
amidst all the other agreements and arrangements. You are like the great
ringmaster we used to see as children, running the whole show, the
central attraction, training all—a dancing bear in one ring, a tightrope-
walker in another ring, and the lions in another ring—you continue to
control from your seat this great transcendental circus in this most tran-
scendental arena, Vrndavana.

I remember one time a dog charged at you, snarling, looking like $alva
or the Kes$i demon charging Lord Krsna. You raised your stick and said,
“Come on.” The dog stopped short, you gestured slightly with your
stick, and the dog sat down, still growling. Then you threatened again,
and he lay down and whimpered. When we rounded the block for the
second time, the whole performance was repeated, but the third time we
saw that the dog was your servant and friend; he was tamed. I thought of
him as my companion or Godbrother, remembering how you similarly
trained us all.

You then explained how ‘‘Beware of the dog’’ was a symptom of
modern false civilization, where one may walk down the street peacefully
and from behind a large closed gate the dog barks at you, “Don’t come
here’’; each gate separating one man’s property from the other man’s
property, no one sharing, no spiritual center.

I was beginning to learn by your example the balance between practical
hard work for Krsna and temple devotions which sanctify that hard work.
In Krsna consciousness there is no room for dry rituals. ‘‘Necessity is the
mother of invention,” you told, and I could see that ‘‘devotee’ means
whatever Krsna wants, that’s all. We are His toys. The sincerity of the
offering is the essence, not the wealth. *‘Anyone in any part of the world
may offer a fruit, a flower, some water, to Lord Krsna, and He will ac-
cept,’”’ you taught. And so you engage us to work hard, day and night, for
Lord Krsna. “We should not waste a moment,”’ you recently wrote me
in a letter. ‘“Take my example, not a moment is wasted. The karmis sit in
the park and say, ‘My son-in-law said this, etc.’”’

The next day I came to see you, and some more transcendental in-
structions were taking place between you and Subala disa:










“Living in Vrndavana is like lying on the lap of Krsna,’’ you say, but
later you qualify that ‘‘Krsna is not loitering in Loi Bazaar.”” And over
the years you come and go, you come to speed up the construction of the
temple, you taste the water, you stand and count the bags of cement
used. You question in much detail. ‘“How much is the price of ata
(flour) 7°° I say Rs. 1.60 a kilo, and you split up all the prices to how much
an average devotee can eat. For instance, ‘‘a devotee eats one quarter of
a kilo of rice. The rice costs Rs. 1.80, so a devotee eats one quarter of
that. Therefore Rs. .45 is spent per man on rice.”” And you break up all
the items, including spices, wood for cooking, and still you cut down on
the amount we are spending to feed the devotees. One of the items, a
vegetable, you ask what is the cost per kilo. I say, ‘‘60 paisa.”” You tell the
story of “‘damn cheap babu.”

The foreign babu comes and gets the local prices and says, ‘‘damn
cheap, damn cheap”’ while he is being charged twice the amount as the
local residents. ‘‘Sixty paisa,”’ you say. ‘‘It should cost 30 paisa.”’ I quip
that those are the prices in 1953. (I remember seeing your account book
in your rooms at Radha Damodara and how much you would spend, and
you would account for everything.) You then say, “Do it that cheaply
anyway,’’ and we do it by your empowered potency. You ask not only the
price of vegetables, but the cost of cement, steel, as well as the timings of
the Frontier Mail, the Toofan Express and the Punjab Mail Trains. You
expect me to know all the local residents, and you introduce me to them
as they come to see you.

You initiated me into the vast etiquette and intrigues of Vrndavana
society, and sometimes send me on seemingly impossible missions, like
the time you sent me to borrow three crores of rupees (Rs. 30,000,000)
from the home minister of India, to be paid back in foreign exchange, or
the time you sent me to ask the American ambassador to India to allow
us to live in one of his houses free, or when a king wanted Rs. 50,000,-
000 for his palace and you told me to say that since we are brédhmanasand
you are king, you must give to brahmanas. If we see all these things in
the transcendental light, they are not outrageous; rather, it is the mun-
dane darkness that is outrageous.

I remember the time we were walking on the banks of the Yamuni, the
full moon still in the morning sky. You point with your cane to the moon
and say, “‘They say the moon is dust. Why are those sands {pointing to
the Yamunil not shining and those sands [pointing to the moon] shin-
ing? If it is reflection of the sun as they [the scientists] claim, then the
sun is there—why are those [the moon’s] sands shining and those [the
Yamuna’s sands] not?’’ The moon-talks intrigue us all as we press close
to one another to hear you.

Sometimes we walk through the back alleys of this vast wonderland.
Your cane rings on the red stones. You decided to reside one night again
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in your old rooms, and four of us are fortunate enough to accompany
you, sleep in a heap in your kitchen to keep warm, in the post-Karttika
night chill.

Slowly the Krsna-Balarama construction begins, a well is dug, but the
water is salt. But then another, producing sweet water blessed by
Balarama, awes the neighbors, who all have salt water. The construction
rolls on slowly, a string of endless obstacles, no money, no materials.
You push us harder; you come yourself and solve everything. You come
and live at Sethji’s house nearby, a pandal cover is erected to fuel your
preaching fire, and you speak how the true bhakta is the only unmoti-
vated yogi, whereas jiidnis, yogis and karma-yogis all are tarnished by
motivated liberation-wishes.

During another mass pilgrimage the devotees stay at Laksmi Rani
Kuiija, and you deliver the famous Nectar of Devotion series of lectures at
Radha Damodara Temple. After the lectures, devotees and guests all
squeeze into your small rooms.

You talk to me many times about vairdgya, how we should give up ma-
terial attachments. You also teach tolerance. I asked you whether it is
sometimes very hot or cold in Vrndiavana to test how much one loves
Krsna by staying here, and you answered, ‘‘Yes, sometimes Krsna tests
that way.”” Titiksd must be developed.

Your house is finally being completed. I remember the frantic rush to
put everything in order for your first viewing; the floor and your newly
varnished desk dried literally thirty seconds before you walked in. Of
course this is not unique, as probably every temple in the movement has
experienced this same rush before your arrival and how miraculously
everything comes together almost the same instant as you step your lotus
feet inside.

Your old Godbrothers come, and you host them in your new rooms,
along with the late afternoon stream of guests from every part of India.
You sit back relaxed and talk to them, enlighten them, until night comes
and the bright stars appear in the Vrndivana sky. Again your magnanim-
ity is all-embracing. I remember one night you say to me, ‘‘Let’s go to
some temples. Can you arrange? What time is their darsana?’’ Later you
tell me, *‘ Darsana does not mean for you to see the Deity, but rather for
the Deity to see you.” I arrange a car; by that time the news has leaked
out, in the unexplainable way of our Krsna conscious grapevine-
communications, more speedy than any modern telecommunication
system, and suddenly I am being petitioned, lobbied, cajoled, begged and
ordered that I take everyone along. You get in the front seat along with
the driver and then you motion to one devotee ‘‘Come on,” and as the
front seat is filled, you say, ‘‘There is room in back, come on,” and the
back seat is filled by the pillars and big guns of our Krsna consciousness
movement. A stack of GBC’s and sannydsis squash in the back seat.

285



286

After it is filled, Gargamuni Mahdrija shows up, and you say, ‘“Come
on, come on,’’ and so he squeezes in the already saturated back seat. As
the car is ready to limp off, Pafica Dravida Maharaja comes ambling
along with his danda, eager to join, and we can’t refuse him. He lays
across all of us, with his hands and legs hanging out the window. You
ask, “Where to first? Where to next?’’ and my muffled reply comes from
under the Vaigsnava bodies. When we reach Govinda temple, you walk
out majestically, and we pile out, like the clowns in a circus, all getting
out of the small car. During the morning walks, we sit down by the side
of the road, and you teach the whole varna and dasrama system.

Your personal friendliness knows no bounds. Like a kind father, you
instructed me to invite all the gosvamis and special people of Vrndavana
to our first Vydsa-piiji ceremony at Krsna-Balarama Mandira. It was
gloriously decorated, and many special guests came. We had just finished
washing your lotus feet. I was drying your lotus toes one by one by one,
and you looked at me and asked, ‘‘Have you invited such and such?”’ As
I worked very hard to make everything nice for you, I readily said, ““Yes,
he told me he would be a little late,”’ and you looked pleased. After we
bathed and dried your feet, the senior devotees began to offer flowers
and offer dandavats (prostrating themselves) three times. As [ was offer-
ing dandavats for the second time, you called me again. I thought, “Uh
oh, who did I forget to invite?”” Srila Prabhupada always catches all of
our mistakes, and I leaned close to you. Instead of asking anything, you
simply took your fingers and so kindly ruffled my sikhd and the top of my
head. All the devotees crowding around cried, ‘“‘Ahhh!”’ in one well-
wisher’s voice. I felt my years of service again rewarded. You are so
Krsna conscious that every time your finger extends, your lips open,
your eyes look, or your eyebrows twitch, it is great preaching. I begin to
become astounded at how much of your precious time you have given to
us. Recently going in to see you in your new rooms in Bombay, I say, “I
don’t want to take too much of your precious time.”’ You reply, ‘“No, no,
you can come any time, and also bring some honey.” You then ask,
“How do you like these rooms?”’ I say, ‘“They are wonderful because
you are in them now, but if you were in another place, they too would be
wonderful. Because of Your Divine Grace they are a tirtha.”
Tirthikurvanti tirthéni, you corrected my pronunciation and said, ‘‘Yes,
one who keeps Krsna always, one who remembers Krsna—

yogindm api sarvesar mad-gatendntardtmand
Sraddhavan bhajate yo mam sa me yuktatamo matah

—that place becomes Krsna conscious.”” Then we both at the same time,
as if by magic, said: man-mana bhava mad-bhaktah.

Each minute with you is the fulfiliment of a dream, a special event,
and you have given the treasure-house of many hours. (You have
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and Madhiis will change. Even Valmiki was dacoit and changed, so you
go and arrange everything.”

One of your greatest gifts is your great understanding of every situa-
tion in perfect perspective. They (the lawyers in New York) wanted to
end the ‘““brainwashing’ litigations, but instead you wanted to extend
them for fourteen years, using your books as evidence. ‘“Exhibit A—
Bhagavad-git@’ Only you can come up with the most remarkable ideas,
using each situation in its best capacity to give Krsna consciousness to
everyone. Where we are short-sighted you see all sides of each situation
and apply it. So many times I have watched as we, your disciples, have
wanted to condemn, but you see and explain the other point of view.
This fairness, according to time and circumstance, must be learned. You
have said about someone we were criticizing, ‘“He is not to be blamed;
he was taught what he knows, as you have been taught what you know,
so rather than blame him, rectify his teachings.”

For example, one day as we were shooing away ducks in our path, we
said, ‘““You rascals,” but you calmly replied, ‘‘As you are thinking they
are rascals, they are thinking you are rascals.”” So you always teach that
preaching means seeing from the perspective of Lord Krsna’s viewpoint
and attracting others also to Krsna’s Vedic version. We owe our gratitude
to you only. What I feel when in your association—that strength, that
determination, that enthusiasm, that ecstasy—is an unequalled feeling,
for only you are the great touchstone of deliverance. I pray that we all can
remember these feelings and remain steady in our devotional service.

Vrndavana devotees

Aksayananda Svami
Gurudasa Svami

Raghavendra dasa
Yasodalala dasa

Vrajendra Kumira dasa Tirtharaja dasa

Kuticaka dasa

Mr. Bhartarya
Dhiranayaka disa
Raghupati Priapa dasa
Aniha désa

Turiya didsa
Nilamaya dasa
Prabhasa dasa
Jivadaya dasa

Jaya Govinda dasa
Sac-cid-ananda dasa
Taruna Krsna disa
Jaya Gaurdnga dasa
Visala dasa
Bhiumipati ddsa
Vibhu Caitanya disa
Mathuradina dasa
Pundarikanatha disa
Sundaramaurti dasa

Tamala Karttika dasa
Kailasa Candra disa
Dasaratha Suta disa
Asraya disa

Kamala Narayana dasa
Brahmanandaji

Anila dasa

Rajmal Janwasiya
Rksardja disa
Purusottama disa
Radha Govinda dasa
Bhakta Nityananda
Bhakta Jaya Rima
Bhakta Jaya Narayana
Bhakta Sudarsana

Bhakta Vrajendra Kumara

Bhakta Siva Mirti
Visnudasa

Ré@madasa Abhirama dasa

$ti Padambuja dasa
Bhaktivardhana dasa

Goloka Vasini-devi dasi
Mohini Sakti-devi dasi
Antaradhyana-devi dasi

Manisa-devi dasi
Krsna-devi dasi
Rangavati-devi dasi
Saradi-devi dasi
Visalini-devi dasi
Saktimati-devi dasi
$aradiya-devi dasi
Bhavatirini-devi dasi
Neelam

Vrndavana Isvari
Gokulananda
Vrajarani

Nipuna

Amrta

Sundarariipa dasa adhikart

Rajendranandana
Laksmimani-devi dasi

Lakahita-devl dasi

Radha Kunda-devi dasi
Kima Gayatri-devi disi
Lalitangi-devi dasi
$rimati-devi dasi

Yugala Piriti-devi dasi
Nitai-devi dasl

Sacimata-devi dasi
Krsna-Balarama TSKP
Sruti Sagara disa brahmacari
Dhanvantari dasa brahmacari
Kailasa Candra disa brahmacari
Paradheya dasa brahmaciri
Asita dasa brahmacari

Krsna-Balarama Communist
Country Preaching Program
Umapati dasa adhikari

$1i Garbha dasa adhikari
Kirtiraja dasa adhikari

lavati dasa adhikari

Sia
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Eight Prayers Glorifying the Spiritual Master

SRI-SRI-GURV-ASTAKA

by Srila Vi§vanatha Cakravarti Thakura

samsdara-davanala-lidha-loka-
trandaya karunya-ghandaghanatvam

praptasya kalyana-gundrnavasya
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

“The spiritual master is receiving benedic-
tion from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud
pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so
the spiritual master delivers the materially
afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing fire
of material existence. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiri-
tual master, who is an ocean of auspicious
qualities.”’









mahdprabhoh kirtana-nrtya-gita-
vaditra-mddyan-manaso rasena

romaiica-kampasru-taranga-bhdjo
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

“Chanting the Holy Name, dancing in
ecstasy, singing, and playing musical instru-
ments, the spiritual master is always gladdened
by the sarnkirtana movement of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Because he is relishing the
mellows of pure devotion within his mind,
sometimes his hair stands on end, he feels
quivering in his body, and tears flow from his
eyes like waves. I offer my respectful obei-
sances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual
master.”’
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sri-vigraharadhana-nitya-nana-
srngara-tan-mandira-marjanadau

yuktasya bhaktams ca niyufijato ‘pi
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

*““The spiritual master is always engaged in
the temple worship of $ri $r1 Radha and Krsna.
He also engages his disciples in such worship.
They dress the Deities in beautiful clothes and
ornaments, clean Their temple, and perform
other similar worship of the Lord. I offer my
respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of
such a spiritual master.”









catur-vidha-sri-bhagavat-prasada-
svadv-anna-trptan hari-bhakta-sanghan
krtvaiva trptirn bhajatah sadaiva
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

“The spiritual master is always offering
Krsna four kinds of delicious food [analyzed as
that which is licked, chewed, drunk, and
sucked]. When the spiritual master sees that
the devotees are satisfied by eating bhagavat-
prasdda, he is satisfied. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiri-
tual master.”
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sri-radhika-mddhavayor apdra-
madhurya-lila-guna-ripa-namnam
pratiksanasvadana-lolupasya
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

“The spiritual master is always eager to
hear and chant about the unlimited, conjugal
pastimes of Radhika and Madhava, and Their
qualities, names, and forms. The spiritual
master aspires to relish these at every moment.
I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus
feet of such a spiritual master.”









nikurija-yuno rati-keli-siddhyai
ya yalibhir yuktir apeksaniyd
tatrati-daksyad ati-vallabhasya
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

“The spiritual master is very dear because
he is expert in assisting the gopis, who at dif-
ferent times make different tasteful arrange-
ments for the perfection of Radha and Krsna’s
conjugal loving affairs within the groves of
Vrndavana. I offer my most humble obei-
sances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual
master.”
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saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tathd bhavyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

““The spiritual master is to be honored as
much as the Supreme Lord because he is the
most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is
acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and
followed by all authorities. Therefore 1 offer
my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of
such a spiritual master, who is a bona fide
representative of Sri Hari [Krsnal.”









yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto pi

dhydyam stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

“‘By the mercy of the spiritual master one
receives the benediction of Krsna. Without the
grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make
any advancement. Therefore, I should always
remember and praise the spiritual master. At
least three times a day I should offer my re-
spectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my
spiritual master.”
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