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THE MEANING OF VYASA-PUJA

Vyisa-piija, worship of the spiritual master, is not some modern in-
vention. It has existed since history began. $rila Vyasa is the incarnation
of Godhead who compiled the Vedas over five thousand years ago. So
““Vydsa-pija’’ refers to worshiping the bona fide guru who is following in
disciplic succession from Srila Vyasadeva.

People sometimes question why the spiritual master who appears as an
ordinary human being is worshiped in the same way as we worship the
Supreme Lord Himself. This is not very difficult to understand even by
material example. For instance, the viceroy or representative of the king
is given all respects that are due to the king. Sometimes presentations are
even made to him when in fact they are meant for the king, but he never
keeps such gifts for himself, nor does he consider that since all these
people are honoring him that he has become as good as the king. He al-
ways remains the king’s obedient servant.

Similarly, the spiritual master is the most obedient servant of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna. He never thinks that his disci-
ples are worshiping him. He is simply accepting it all on behalf of Krsna.
As far as the disciple is concerned, he has no other means of approach-
ing Krsna save and except through the medium of the bona fide spiritual
master. $rila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thikura, a great dedrya in the line of
$ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, has written, ‘“By the mercy of the spiritual
master, one receives the benediction of Krsna. Without the grace of the
spiritual master, no one can make any advancement.”” Therefore, all
respect, worship and humble service are due to the spiritual master, who
is addressed as ‘‘His Divine Grace,’’ because without his help no one can
become free from the cycle of repeated birth and death.

Our spiritual master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, has practically demonstrated the potency of a bona fide
representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. In twelve short
years he preached all over the world to people who had never heard of
Krsna. Now, in every continent of the globe there are temples filled with
devotees chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and following the rules
and regulations of devotional service.

In appreciation of his divine work, his disciples have compiled these
humble offerings in an attempt to glorify their eternal well-wisher, His
Divine Grace $rila Prabhupada.

—Kirtanananda Swami






Introduction

I. “WHO IS A GREAT SOUL?”

The life of a great soul should be approached humbly. We cannot
assess his activities as we would those of an ordinary man. But who is a
great soul? The communists will argue that Karl Marx was a great soul
for his speculation on how to distribute wealth to the economically op-
pressed masses. Or one may consider Mahatma Gandhi to be a great
soul. (The Sanskrit word mahdtma means ‘‘great soul.”” But what is the
criterion for becoming a mahatma, aside from granting someone the name
““Mahatma’’ by rubber stamp?) The enthusiasts of action and national-
ism may want to say Caesar or Napoleon was a mahdtmd. The humanists
will say some of the great classical composers, painters, and literary
authors were great souls. And there are so many famous saints of the
East as well as the West. And there are many famous philosophers,
scientists, and humanitarians. Certainly one of the important criteria for
deciding on greatness is the contribution of work which is beneficial for
all humanity. From the Vedic literature, the person who is a pure repre-
sentative of God is declared to be the most auspicious personality for the
world. The atheist or agnostic humanist will disagree unless we define
worship of God according to their mundane interpretation as
‘‘attainment of political freedom,” “‘worship of the poor,” “worship of
art,”” “‘philosophical speculation,” etc. But the Vedic literature pursues
the definition of mahdtmad as the servant of God by giving us absolute in-
formation of the Personality of Godhead. Knowledge of the Godhead is
then seen as valuable beyond comparison to all else, and therefore he
who has realized this science of God and works to distribute it to the
world is the real mahdtmad. If we study the relative contributions, we will
see that the world help offered by the distribution of God consciousness
is the highest humanitarian welfare activity. But even those who would
declare themselves as servants of God will have to qualify according to
standard criteria. According to the Bhagavad-gita, ‘‘Out of many thou-
sands among men one may endeavor for perfection, and out of those
who have reached perfection, hardly one can actually know the Per-
sonality of Godhead.” In the sixteenth century Ripa Gosvami rendered
the following praise unto the greatest of all bhaktas (pure devotees), Sri



Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who appeared in India at that time: namo maha-
vaddnydya krsna-prema-praddya tel krsndya krsna-caitanya-ndmne gaura-
tvise namah. O most munificent incarnation, I offer my obeisances unto
You, who are freely distributing what was never given to humanity
before, pure love of Krsna.”” Thus while the worldly and the theological
atheists claim that God is dead, and while the impersonalist meditator
would tell us that the highest realization of the Absolute contains no per-
sonal existence, the pure devotee nevertheless immediately delivers
knowledge of God. And what is rarer still, pure love of God, to all who
will receive Him.

The Caitanya-caritamrta invites those who would contest
humanitarian activities of the pure devotee of God: “If you are indeed
interested in logic and argument, kindly apply it to the mercy of $ri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. If you do so, you will find it to be strikingly won-
derful.” The crucial superiority of God conscious humanitarian activities
is that they are based on the spirit soul, which is eternal. Everyone else is
engaged in humanitarian activities on the basis of the body, but the ma-
terial body is ultimately subject to destruction, whereas the spirit soul is
eternal. The pure devotee’s philanthropic activities are performed in
connection with the eternal soul. However one tries to benefit the body,
it will be destroyed, and he will have to accept another body according to
his present activities. If one considers the body to be all in all, his intelli-
gence is not very advanced. Thus the pure devotee, without neglecting
the necessities of the body, imparts spiritual advancement to purify the
existential condition of humanity.

To distribute real good necessitates knowing the actual interest of
the living being. According to the Bhagavad-gitd, all suffering is stem-
ming from a basic ignorance of the self as no more than the temporary
body. In the Gita, Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
tells His bewildered disciple Arjuna that the real self, dtmd, is perma-
nent, while the body is always changing. Even within one lifetime one
experiences the transmigration of self from body to body. One is born as
a baby then later takes the body of youth, then old age and finally death.
But throughout these changes one experiences his identity to be the
same “‘1.”’ As he changes bodies in this life, so at the time of death the
atma, which is eternal, does not die with the body but takes another
body. One who cannot understand this basic principle of transmigration,
who takes the body as the self, is ignorant of the very ABC of existence
and cannot help anyone.

The constitutional position of the living being is eternity, bliss, and
knowledge. He has come to the material world out of a misuse of his free
will and a mistaken notion that he can be happy in temporary existence.
The nature of material life, sometimes described as survival of the fittest,
is to forget one’s spiritual nature and the supremacy of God and to at-



tempt for supremacy in a field where happiness or even survival is im-
possible. The real goal of human life is to realize one’s spiritual nature
and to make an end to all the sufferings by returning to the life of eter-
nity, bliss, and knowledge. When the whole society is based on this goal,
then one’s life is truly auspicious, and without ultimate self-realization as
the goal, various attempts at liberation from the worldly disorders will be
failures. Persons who have no experience of spiritual life will remain try-
ing to make stop-gap solutions in a world which is by nature miserable
and temporary. But when a pure devotee, not simply by speaking theory
but by actual deliverance of the process of love of God, delivers the
people of the world and brings them to the original state of eternity, bliss,
and knowledge even while in this material world, then we must recog-
nize him as the one and only mahdtmd. His contribution is beyond the
bodily intellectual plane. And it is very difficult to find such a person in
this world. As stated in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam (6.14.4), “Only a few
desire liberation from the material world. Among many thousands who
desire liberation, one may actually achieve liberation, giving up material
attachment to society, friendship, love, country, wife, and children. And
among many thousands of such liberated persons, one who can under-
stand the true meaning of liberation is very rare. O great sage, among
many millions who are liberated and perfect in knowledge of liberation,
only one may be found as a devotee of Lord Krsna. Such devotees who
are fully peaceful are extremely rare.”

Distribution of love of God is sometimes seen as an emotional affair
for the less intelligent, but this view is completely superficial. The science
of bhakti, distribution of devotional service to God, when distributed by
a mahatma is at once sublime and easy. It is sublime for those pure devo-
tees who are realizing direct association with God, and yet it is easy for
the people in general who can be brought at once to the threshold of the
house of bhakti. To achieve contact with the Supreme Personality of
Godhead is a great science, but it is open to all living beings, regardless of
education or social or economic class. All corollary spiritual and material
ends can be seen to follow the pure and scientific execution of bhakti.
Pure bhakti is also expressed in the first great commandment of Lord
Jesus Christ: *“To love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, thy whole
mind, and thy whole soul.”” Only if mankind can be brought to this first
point, by the pure devotees, can they realize the second commandment
of Jesus: ‘“‘And the second is like unto it, ‘Love thy neighbor as thy
self.”

The special feature of the pure devotee is that his work is entirely
selfless, because he works entirely for the pleasure of God. Everyone
else acts in this world to maintain family or paraphernalia with some self-
interest and personal gratification. The gratification may be concen-
trated, or it may be extended. One may be out to become famous himself



or to become a great enjoyer, or he may wish to extend material benefits
to his family or to humanity at large. But all these are still on the platform
of selfish bodily interest. The criterion of perfection is to act in God con-
sciousness and not with a view to enjoying the fruits of work, either
locally, nationally or internationally. To act in God consciousness is the
duty of every living entity, because we are all constitutionally parts and
parcels of the Supreme. It is only the atheistic propaganda which has
turned men to think that they are dead-end material entities unto them-
selves, and that there is no good except working futilely at objectives
within this material life. The greatest disservice has been rendered by
those who have turned men away from their natural connection with
God, who is readily seen as the proprietor of everything in the universe.
As the limbs of the body constitutionally work for the satisfaction of the
whole body, so the living entity who acts for the satisfaction of the
Supreme Whole is the perfect, selfless worker. Even among religionists, the
yogis and impersonal philosophers, although acting on a level more
elevated than the ordinary worker, are still not without self-interest.
Either they desire to become liberated in the impersonal spiritual exis-
tence, or they desire to cease material activities in order to gain mystic
perfections for the satisfaction of the personal self. But a pure devotee
(the skeptic asks, ‘‘Where does such purity exist?’’), acting in God con-
sciousness, works for the satisfaction of the whole without self-interest.
He has no desire for self-satisfaction. His criterion of success is the
satisfaction of Krsna. Thus Lord Caitanya prays, ‘O almighty Lord, 1
have no desire to accumulate wealth, nor to enjoy beautiful women, nor
do I want any number of followers, but what I want only is the causeless
mercy of Your devotional service in my life, birth after birth.”” Working
in this pure consciousness and with the potent possession of love of God,
such a worker can actually deliver anyone to the highest happiness. It is
therefore stated in the Vedic scriptures that even a moment’s association
with a pure devotee can grant one all success. An unfortunate person wiil
doubt that such purity exists or whether a devotee has the ability to give
God consciousness to the masses. But one who actually meets a pure
devotee can be given these highest gifts from him and will realize it with-
out a doubt. Although they are very rare, such great souls have walked
the earth throughout history. To hear of their activities is very beneficial,
but it must be done with true understanding and not in the mood of psy-
chological analysis or faultfinding, which we may apply to an ordinary
person.

II. PRABHUPADA NECTAR

We all know Srila Prabhupada was mahdtmd. We have faith in him.
We like to hear a philosophical discourse proving Srila Prabhupéda in in-



tellectual language. And it will benefit our preaching to know the §astric
references; how he is saktygvesa-avatira, how he has a spiritual body,
and how his knowledge is never imperfect. It will strengthen us to know
these things. As Krsnadasa Kavirja has said, one should not avoid argu-
mentative logic in defense of Krsna and His devotees. But that is not the
only way we know he was a pure devotee. We know because we were
with him and saw what he did; because he entered our hearts and planted
the seed of the devotional creeper that is still growing for each of us. I am
not saying the new disciples to Krsna consciousness cannot know this. In
fact, by the feelings-in-separation (vipralambha) of his disciples in param-
pard, new bhaktas today are knowing Srila Prabhupada just as sweet,
sometimes sweeter, than those who were on the planet at the same time
he was. It is a fact, association with Srila Prabhupéda is growing sweeter,
and we are realizing his presence even more, day by day, by the power of
devotional service in disciplic succession. His Holiness Kirtanananda
Swami helped me realize this when I spoke to him and confided that I had
so much intimate association with Srila Prabhupada in the beginning, in
1966, but later my physical intimacy diminished. He said, ‘‘But now you
are more closely with Prabhupada with every breath than you were even
then.” I happily admitted it was a fact. Although I very proudly consider it
my greatest personal fortune that I was there in 1966, it is a fact I was
then less Prabhupéda conscious and less Krsna conscious than I am now.
So it is also a fact that new devotees, the disciples of his disciples, may
find themselves bathing in more Prabhupada kathd and relishing his in-
spiration as grandfather guru even more than anyone has before. (Wasn’t
Krsnadasa Kavirija relishing Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu only after His
disappearance by hearing from Raghunitha disa Gosvami and reading
the notebooks of Murari Gupta and Svariipa Damodara, and reading
Vrndavana dasa Thakura’s Caitanya-bhdgavata?) My point is, let us keep
the subject matter of $rila Prabhupada alive and foremost. It will not die
with this present generation of disciples. ‘‘He reasons ill who says that
Vaisnavas die when thou art living still in sound. The Vaisnavas die to
live and living try to spread the holy name around.” So as an introduc-
tion to these 1978 Vyasa-paja homages to Srila Prabhupada, I would like
to churn a little of the ocean of Prabhupida nectar. Why? Because it is a
great transcendental happiness. Because we love him and because those
who do not know will derive the greatest benefit. To remember and
glorify the Vaisnava is to glorify Krsna Himself.

His disciples and his disciples’ disciples know he was mahatma. We
are as certain of this as we are certain we have found the truth when we
read the pages of the Bhagavad-gitd As It Is. We know by knowledge, by
service, and by faith. And what is that faith born of? It is the causeless
mercy of the devotee and the Lord. And the faith is also coming from the
Supersoul in our hearts, rewarding us for past accidental service or our



past devotional acts. ‘‘Be with Prabhupada,” the Lord dictates in our
hearts. ‘“Know him; approach him; he is a great soul. You can surrender
unto him. He will impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the
truth.”” And by what we hear and learn about Krsna we are able to defeat
all doubtful speculation, atheism, and illicit desire. We are given strength
to preach the sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Let
us now hear how others knew him.

In Navadvipa, last March, I approached Srila Prabhupada’s associate
over many years, Nardyana Mahéraja, and he told me many pastimes
about Srila Prabhupada. After about an hour, I then asked him what he
thought of the plan of a biography.

Satsvariipa dasa Goswami: The disciples are pretty much wanting
to hear the compilation of his actual life activities, not just his
ideas. Is that all right? Like Caitanya-caritamrta?

Nariayana Mahdaraja: Yes, you can do that also. You can do.
SG: Is it all right to get the impression from his leading disciples to
tell his story?

NM: Yes, I think it will be not proper to go into detail with worldly
stories, all these things.

SG: Even during his sannydsa and his preaching activities, are they
considered worldly?

NM: That should be written, but not worldly things.

SG: Let’s say, like he was saying, that Svamiji went to the park and
played on the karatdlas. ..

NM: This thing should be done.

SG: Or even more intimate, but still spiritual.

NM: How he preached, how he converted, how he persisted, and
how he brought all you. This should be done. His mercy should be
expressed, how was his mercy. How he loved all wise, and every-
thing. He did not love you for your physical feature or beautiful-
ness or anything. He loved you only to attach you to Krsna, bring
you to Krsna, the lotus feet of Krsna. You are flowers, you are as
flowers, and he took you all in his afjali and put on the lotus feet of
Lord Krsna. Ordinary man does not get any of this flower, but
ordinary flower. So putting you as flowers, he gets you as a flower
at the feet of Lord Krsna. He worshiped with you. It was his mercy
on us.

Now, as before a grand fire ygjfia, devotees are offering their obla-
tions of memories of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. For if ever a
person deserved commemorative praise, it is he. We shall fail to express
most of his actual greatness or dearness to Krsna. But as Krsnadasa
Kavirdja says, “‘Although the sky of Lord Caitanya Mahiprabhu’s



pastimes is unlimited, we can try to fly as high as we are able.” $rila
Prabhupada himself sometimes remembered how he came here on the
order of his Guru Mahdrdja at such personal risk at seventy years old
with no money to speak of, suffering two heart attacks on a one-month-
and-ten-day ocean voyage. What was it like then in New York when he
was all alone? He recalled some of it for the devotees when he visited
New York in 1976. He was driving in a car to go for a morning walk, the
car went past Seventy-second Street, where he had stayed for some time,
all alone, in 1965, and the following dialogue took place:

Tamaila Kysna Goswami: This is Seventy-second Street, Prabhu-
pida.

Prabhupéda: Yes, I know.

TKG: You were going to show us that building?

Prabhupéda: It is on the corner of Amsterdam and Seventy-
second Street.

TKG: That means the next street.

Prabhupéda: This is Amsterdam?

TKG: No, Columbus Avenue. The next is Amsterdam.

Deveotee: There is 100th.

TKG: That’s the building, Prabhupada?

Prabhupéda: Yes.

Devotee: It says Watergate. Watergate Hotel.

TKG: Which floor did you live on?

Prabhupada: And I was trying to purchase one house here.
TKG: Which floor did you live on, $rila Prabhupada?
Prabhupéda: I think third floor. And there was an electrician, he
was my friend, one Jewish gentleman.

Devotee: And you would walk on this street?

Prabhupéda: Yes, there is one building with temperature. Oh,
here is Broadway. I was taking bath in this station sometimes. I
would take in the station. I think this building is new. I was going
to Dr. Misra’s apartment for cooking.

TKG: What street did he live on?

Prabhupada: He? Seventy-eighth, Riverside Corner. Yes, I was
purchasing my goods from this store.

Devotee: West End Superette.

Prabhupiada: They were charging a little chili powder, twenty-five
cents. In India it may be one anna.

TKG: You were purchasing here?

Prabhupada: Yes, because I was going to cook my food there, so
whatever I needed I used to....

TKG: How come you didn’t cook your food where you were
living?
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Prabhupida: Eh? There was no place.

TKG: What was it like there?

Prabhupida: It was an office. That building is meant for office, not
for residential.

TKG: You rented a room there?

Prabhupada: Yes. I was paying seventy-two dollars a month.
TKG: And where did you sleep? Was there a bed?

Prabhupéada: No bed there, where I was living. There was toilet
and water, but no bath and no cooking.

Devoteee: Did you have to go there to bathe also?

Prabhupiada: Yes, I was taking in the building there.

TKG: Where did you. .. did you sleep on the floor?
Prabhupéda: Yes, I had little platform, so on that platform.
TKG: You are the most bold person in the whole world.
Devotee: We will never be able to do what you have done.
Prabhupéda: There alone I was doing, and then gradually one or
two boys began to come.

TKG: Did any of them come up here who are still with you now?
Prabhupéda: No.

TKG: Only when you went downtown did permanent men come?
Prabhupida: Yes.

Devotee: That’s amazing. How long were you there, Prabhupada?
Prabhupéda: Here? About six months. Then when my things
were stolen, when one boy was coming whose name was Paul Mur-
ray, he invited me, ‘‘You come to my loft.”’ He took me to the
Bowery Street.

TKG: You must have felt very bad when your things were stolen.
Prabhupada: Yes, I had little disappointment, but some friends,
they offered me, ““Oh, never mind, you take my typewriter.”
Somebody, ‘‘You take my tape recorder.”

TKG: Things were very easy then?

Devotee: Not easy.

Surabhi Svimi met a man in the Vancouver temple who met
Prabhupada on a park bench in 1965 in Prabhupada’s first days in New
York. There must have been hundreds and thousands who contacted
$rila Prabhupada in some way, and certainly their lives are benefited
more by that association than by any other event in their lives.

Surabhi Svami: So how did you meet him? He approached you, or
you approached him?

Man: Well, I sat on the bench with him because I saw that he had a
dhoti. 1 know now, but I didn’t know what it was then. But a quite
unusual dress. And I usually sat on that bench that he sat on like



that. And then he had a special quality about him that was very
dignified.

SS: Sitting straight?

Man: Oh, yes. And he was a very old man, and I didn’t speak right
to him, right along. But then I didn’t think he would speak
English, the way he dressed. Yet he spoke very nice English. Very
well, English.

SS: So what did he tell to you? Did you start to speak to him, or he
spoke to you first?

Man: Well, I actually spoke to him. I asked him if he was from In-
dia. And he said yes, he had just come from India. This was a few
days here; a day here. I think it was a day before. He was saying he
was coming by boat. Long trip.

S§S: What else did he say the first day you met him?

Man: The first thing off the bat, he starts speaking spiritual things
right away. ““There are the temples here. We have temples.’’ Like
that.

SS: Where, in India?

Man: No. “We have temples here,”’ he said. ‘‘But it is not the
time yet to open them, to enter them. We have temples, we have
farms.” Then he mentioned books. He said, ‘‘There are a lot of
books. Yet they are not open yet. They are not read yet. There isa
time that is separating.”

S§S: He mentioned books? He mentioned farms? He mentioned
temples?

Man: Temples, books, farms . . . I think that’s it. He kept on men-
tioning more to that effect.

In 1966, one boy met His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada and was
given full manifestation of his mercy. He went away, but came back years
later and is now a very nice devotee named Prabhupéda dasa. Here is his
memory.

Prabhupéda dasa: One time I simply expressed how much I was in
difficulty and how much I was not even able to maintain myself,
and how much I wanted some help and wanted some shelter. That
particular time was pretty much the climax of the whole period for
me; then Srila Prabhupada personally offered me a dhoti and told
me, he said, ““Please join us. We'll solve all your problems.”
Piiru dasa: He handed you a dhoti?

Prabhupéda disa: Yes, he handed me a dhoti. I didn’t quite take it
up. I was embarrassed. The idea of putting on a dhoti seemed ex-
tremely strange to me, very foreign. I was embarrassed. And I also
was obviously not quite ready. Even though the offer was made in



such an attractive way by a pure devotee, I was so contaminated
that I wasn’t quite able to. I was tempted, I was very much
tempted, but I started backing up, looking at $rila Prabhupada,
taking backward steps. And in a shuddering voice, I said, ‘I am
not quite ready.” And then Srila Prabhupada walked after me, and
I distinctly remember a tear in his eye. He said, ‘‘Please come
back,” as I left.

Citsukhdnanda remembers when Prabhupada went to Mexico in 1972
and manifested his opulence of nonstop preaching and ecstatic mood.

As usual he was up since 1:30 A.M. ; so he must have slept maybe
an hour. I think he slept for an hour. From 1:00 to 2:00. And he
began his work meditating on Krsna at that time. We were all just
amazed. His lights were on in his room. And we went into the tem-
ple room and chanted marigala-drati, and after that Srila Prabhu-
pada asked me again, ‘“What will we do today?”’ 1 said, “‘Oh, we
will go to Cuernavaca. We’ve arranged a nice program there. Not
so little actually. We’ve got the whole plaza, the whole central
plaza of Cuernavaca City. They’re giving it to us today for your lec-
ture, with microphones and a bandstand and everything all ready
for you to come.”’ He said, ‘‘Oh, this is very nice.”’ ‘“‘And after that
we will give a lecture at a hotel with prominent ladies and gentle-
men. A very nice hotel, in Cuernavaca. And then we can go to
Laksmipriya dasi’s house and take prasddam.’’ He said, ‘‘Yes, this
is very nice.” So Srila Prabhupada gave a wonderful lecture and
the whole city was ecstatic, and just then, before going to the hotel
lecture, the plaza was filled with people, and we had a very ecstatic
kirtana and Srila Prabhupada was very, very happy to be able to
speak to so many people. And the questions that the people were
asking were very nice. Nothing more enlivening for Srila Prabhu-
pada than to see someone who was trying to understand what he
was speaking. So then we went to the hotel after, and there at the
hotel Prabhupada spoke to about sixty or seventy ladies and
gentlemen, very nicely dressed, suits and ties, and a very special
occasion in this luxurious hotel. And S$rila Prabhupida began
speaking Krspa consciousness as always—simple and nice. So,
from 8:00 in the morning until 8:00 p.M. he had not taken a bite of
food. A little water he had taken. He didn’t want anything. We
offered him fruit and things, but he didn’t want. And we offered
him to take some feast at Laksmipriyd’s house, but he said, “‘No, I
will go back to the temple.”” And then we went back to the temple.
At that time he had brought some servants with him when he
came from Los Angeles. Now Srila Prabhupada was in his room,



and he was in great ecstasy. I didn’t get a chance to see it, but from
what I understood from Pradyumna, he explained to me,
‘““Prabhupédda’s in ecstasy right now in his room. His eyes are shin-
ing and his mouth is very bright.”” And he said to them, ““This is
the way to be happy. Work all day for Krsna.”” All he wanted was a
hot cup of milk with around eight puris and a cup of sugar. He
crushed the puris into the sugar and drank the milk. And he drank
it with great joy and happiness and he said, ‘“This is our life. To
serve Krsna. Work all day for Krsna and take a little prasdda at
night.”” He said, “‘This is happiness. This is life.”

Yaduvara remembers Srila Prabhupada in India:

In March 1972, we were in Calcutta for the first Mayapur festival.
Everyone went to Maydpur. Prabhupéda stayed in a little grass hut,
which still stands at the entrance as you go in, on the left-hand side
of the gate. Prabhupada liked that hut. He said, ‘“You can build me
the biggest palace, but still I would prefer to live here,’’ and he was
very comfortable in that little hut. It was actually very cool. This is
when Bob Cohen, who is now Brahmatirtha, first met Prabhupdda,
and his famous discussions are in the book Perfect Questions, Per-
Ject Answers. Prabhupida took a liking to him immediately, a very
intelligent boy, and of course he later became a devotee, as well as
his wife, who is now Bhakti dasi. Bob Cohen asked: ‘‘What do you
mean by ‘separated energies’?’’ Prabhupada had a glass of milk at
that time. He said, “‘Just like this milk. It is the separate energy of
the cow.”” All of us were struck with wonder at the simplicity of the
perfect example Prabhupada immediately presented. At that time
there was the cornerstone-laying ceremony. Before the cor-
nerstone was laid there was a hole dug, and the ceremony was per-
formed and a little golden Ananta with a jewel was put in the pit. I
remember going up to Prabhupdda’s room before. I wanted to
photograph that Ananta before He went underneath the ground.
So Prabhupida took the Ananta made of gold from where he had
it. Somehow or other he produced it, and as he brought it out, the
jewel on His head was glittering. Prabhupada held it, and it was a
very wonderful sight.

Kaficanabala-devi dasi remembers Srila Prabhupada in Vindavana:

“I always wanted to see His Divine Grace in India, Vrndavana-
dhama, as that is his real home, where $ri Krsna appeared, and
$rila Prabhupdda’s own room in Radha-Damodara temple,,where
he translated the first three volumes of Canto One, Srimad-
Bhdagavatam. 1t was ecstatic and overwhelming to finally see this,
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catching such sublime and transcendental mood. $rila Prabhupada
looked so natural, sitting peacefully on his vydsdsana or under the
tamdla tree in the courtyard of Krgna-Balarima Mandira. And his
sacred room in Radhd-Damodara Temple was exquisite, where
you could really catch the essence of Prabhupidda’s presence. It was
a simple, petite room, but so beautiful.”

And I have sat before His Holiness $ridhara Maharaja in his mandira in
Navadvipa-dhama and heard him speak, moved with ecstasy, describing
our Srila Prabhupada, his Godbrother.

Sridhara Mahardja: ‘I would be immensely proud of his activities,
and I heard also that many prominent members of the Gaudiya
Mission, they appreciated very much, greatly appreciated. It is a
wonderful thing and superhuman that he has done. Success, in
such a small span of time. Indeed, it is some divine power works
through him only. Then it is possible. Special, divine power
worked within him. So much success is otherwise not possible.
That is our conception and confidence. Astounding, not only
astonishing but astounding. What began, he has pushed it to the
greatest extent. Bhaktivinoda Thikura also prophesied, also
Mahiprabhu, that, “In no time the day will come when Western
intellectuals will also flock under the banner of Mahéaprabhu.”’ It is
Mahaprabhu’s teachings, it is so plain and so grave and so natural
that people will recognize the greatness. Prabhupada Bhakti-
siddhanta also sent his disciples several times in that way to the
West, but most unexpectedly after his departure, this one disciple
became very successful, most gloriously, and we are all proud of
that, very much proud. Hare Krsna, Gaura Hari.”

IIl. Vyasa-piija Homage, 1978

This year’s Vydsa-piiji publication is unlike others in a number of
ways. For the first time we are writing about a person who is no longer
physically present on this earth. In his vapuh form Srila Prabhupada is no
more walking with us. But if anything is the main theme, in almost all the
homages this year it is the feeling that we know he is present in his instruc-
tions. It is very encouraging. The very fact that with no hesitation we are
producing the Vyasa-piija book just as we did when he was with us in his
vapuh form is encouraging.

But this year is also the first year that we read the full lamentation of
the devotees. In former years only a few expressed a dreadful conjecture,



‘“Will Prabhupada leave us one day?’’ Now it has happened. This year
we find the devotees lamenting his disappearance: Srila Prabhupada,
you've gone! This feeling-in-separation is union-in-separation—it is
transcendental, and nothing to hide or be ashamed of. The gopis cried for
Krsna with no social consideration. But that crying is the absolute way of
being with Him in the most ecstatic mood.

This year a greater sense of responsibility is expressed than ever
before . . . We are not the “‘children of the society,” as $rila Prabhupada
used to call us in 1966: we cannot simply laugh and play, beholding the
activities of our Guru Mahardja as he preaches his world movement
before our gleeful eyes. This is another major theme of this year’s en-
tries: Now that he is gone, we have a big responsibility. *“‘Now we must
FOLLOW those instructions!”’ —that is also stressed by the devotees
writing this year.

And for the first time we are greeting and worshiping the new gurus
personally selected by Srila Prabhupada. His mercy is being perpetuated by
the new initiating gurus—this is also a part of the 1978 Vyasa-paja to Srila
Prabhupada. It is proof of his continuance, proof of his glory.

So this book is a publication of love; it needs no other reason to be.
It is our homage to $rila Prabhupada. We know we must g0 on vigorously
preaching in this world, but to ease our separation from Srila Prabhupada
and to remember him in love, the yearly Vyésa-piiji book is a wonderful
tradition—and that also was given to us by him.

—Satsvariipa disa Goswami
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$1i Bhaktivedantastakam

sakala-jivdya hite ratam sadd
gauropadesam ca prakdsati muda

mamdsrayaikam yasya paddravindar
Sri-bhaktiveddntam anisam prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupéada, whose lotus feet are my only refuge. With great joy
he reveals to us the divine teachings of Lord Gauringa, and as he is al-
ways engaged in spiritual welfare activities for the benefit of all living en-
tities, he is our ever well-wisher.

locana-premaktam siddhdnta-kinkaram
pascdtya-dese bhagavata-vyaijakam

mamdsrayaikam yasya padatapatram
sri-bhaktiveddantam anisam prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, whose divine feet provide my only shelter from the
rains of worldly illusion, as an umbrella is the sole refuge for a traveler in
a storm. He is the revealer of the truth of Srimad-Bhdgavatam in the
Western world. He is the humble servant of Sri Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thikura, and his eyes are anointed with ecstatic love of God.

nityanandenddhikrtam pravaditurm
krsnopadesarh hi bhagavata-ripe

mamdsrayaikarh yasya paddravindam
Sri-bhaktivedantam anisam prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida, whose lotus feet are my only shelter. He is em-
powered by Lord Nitydnanda to propagate the teachings of Lord Krsna in
the form of the Bhdgavata Purdna.

gaudiya-vaisnavanam vidhum ca jivanam
mahdprabhoh prestham mamesvarari ca

mamdsrayaikar yasya paddtapatram
sri-bhaktivedantam anisam prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida, the umbrella of whose lotus feet is my sole refuge.
He is a brilliant moon among the Gaudiya Vaisnavas and the very life
and soul of devotees throughout the world. He is very dear to Lord
Caitanya Mahdprabhu and is my divine lord and master.



mama suhrdam me pitaram prabhur ca
mama sarvasvam jagatam param gurum

mamasrayaikar yasya paddravindarm
Sri-bhaktivedantam anisam prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida, whose lotus feet are my only shelter. He is my ever
well-wishing friend, spiritual father and master. He is the end-all and be-
all of my life and is the exalted spiritual master of the entire world.

yasyesad-dhdsam sobhanari me cetasarin
prahradate tirtha-padarih saranyam

mamadsrayaikarit yasya paddtapatram
sri-bhaktiveddantam anisam prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, the umbrella of whose lotus feet is my sole refuge
and whose beautiful smiling gives joy to my heart. The places where he
walks become holy sites of pilgrimage, and his lotus feet are to be taken
shelter of by those who desire to attain the treasure of love of Godhead.

yasyanukampayd hari-ndma dattam
mahyam duratmane varakaya satyam

mamdsrayaikarh yasya padaravindam
sri-bhaktiveddantam anisam prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupiada, whose lotus feet are my only shelter. By his infinite
kindness, the divine name of $ri Krsna has been bestowed upon me, al-
though I am truly a wretched and sinful living being.

yathakhilapagdah prasravanti sindhurm
tasyanukampd patit@tmandm tatha

mamdsrayaikam yasya paddtapatram
Sri-bhaktivedantam anisarh prapadye

At every moment, I bow down to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida, the umbrella of whose lotus feet is my sole refuge.
As all the rivers of the world flow toward the great ocean, so his compas-
sion and mercy flow toward all fallen souls.

iti Sri-bhaktiveddntdstakari sampirnam

Jayasacinandana dasa
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vrnddvane ramana-reti-prasiddha-bhiimau
tatrapi krsna-balarama-supada-miile

Jitdnam param parama-krsna-sudharmity uktam
dantas tu deva prabhupada namo namas te

In the most holy land of Vrndidvana, in Ramana Reti, at the lotus feet of
Sri Krsna-Balarama, you are preaching the topmost knowledge of the
Supreme Personality, Lord Krsna, who is the fountainhead of religion. O
master of the senses, O my lord, Srila Prabhupada, let me offer my obei-
sances unto you.

namas te namas te krpa-purna-drsti
namas te namas te mahananda-dhatrt
namdamo namamah punar raksa raksa
prasiddha-prabho pahi mam daksa daksa

I offer my obeisances unto him, whose glances are full of mercy and who
is the bestower of transcendental bliss. O renowned lord, protect me and
kindly shower your compassion again and again.

bhaktisiddhanta-sisyaya
bhaktivedanta-namine

prasanndya prasantaya
tasmai sri-gurave namah

Let me offer my obeisances unto my Guru Maharija, who is a disciple of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta, who is always calm and joyful, and who bears the
name of Bhaktivedanta.

Sri-vanga-bhtimi-jana-bhiisana gaura-lila
gaurdnga-bhdva parisarapa-mdtra-sila
radha-mukunda-pada-padma-mano-vildsin

dananda-rasi prabhupada namo namas te

The land of Bengal is worshipable by the whole world because Sri
Caitanya performed His pastimes there. I offer my obeisances unto Srila
Prabhupada, who is full of bliss. He is always in the ecstasy of Lord
Gauranga and is therefore immersed in the lotus feet of Radha-
Mukunda.

Ananta-rima Sastri
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Vaisistyastakam

At their very first meeting, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati instructed Srila
Prabhupdda to preach the message of Caitanya Mahdprabhu in the West.
From that day on, His Divine Grace absorbed himself in executing the order
of his Guru Mahdraja. In that mood, the following eighty prayers were com-
posed in the temple of Sri Sri Radhd-Damodara in Vindavana, in 1961.
Srila Prabhupdda herein glorifies eight special characteristics he has perceived
in his spiritual master on the anniversary of his appearance.

First Vaisistya

1. On that day, O my master, I made a cry of grief;* I was not able to
tolerate the absence of you, my guru.

2. On this auspicious day I have come with this offering just to worship
you, remembering your lotus feet.

3. $r1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s judgment is that renunciation is the most
important thing. Not only that, but knowledge of such renunciation
must be delivered to every living being.

4. The beginner in devotional service has no ability to do this properly,
but you are a mahd-bhdagavata. You have given us direction.

5. If one is bewildered by ignorance, what kind of renunciant can he be?
He will only be a phalgu-vairagi, renouncing externally.

6. Renunciation is actually the result of real spiritual emotion. Without
such feeling, it is simply known as ‘‘show-bottle.”

7. But there is another show-bottle for the purpose of preaching. That is
the Lord’s sannydsa, by which the Miyavadis are defeated.

8. Lord Caitanya’s philosophy is beyond varndsrama. It is bhdgavata-
dharma and is meant for putting an end to all cheating processes of
religion.

9. In performing dry renunciation, there can be no real preaching.
Therefore yukta-vairdgya is given as the highest essential under-
standing.

10. The sannydsa which you have given us is for preaching in devotion.
The faithless sense enjoyers are not able to understand this.

*The disappearance day of $rila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati.



Second Vaisistya

11. Generally the sannydsis renounce everything and go to stay in moun-
tain caves, but you, O master, keep your sannydsis in mansions of
marble.

12. To see a sense enjoyer is just like drinking poison, but you, O my
master, go far and near, even abroad, to give them your darsana.

13. Mlecchas and yavanas are forbidden to enter the Hindu temples, but
you, my lord, make them the chairman and sit them in the assembly
of devotees.

14. Hindus are not allowed to cross the ocean, but you send your devo-
tees overseas to preach,

15.In the cities of the Kali-yuga the instructions of bona fide spiri-
ual preceptors are ‘‘forbidden’’; still you remain there in any way
possible.

16. The devotees want to hide in a secluded place to perform their bha-
Jana. You, however, do not accept this in your judgment.

17. Wherever there is an increase in the population, in that place the
preaching work is to be found.

18. In London you want a student hostel. You explain that it must be
very first class.

19. In the land of barbarians, a student hostel for preaching hari-katha!
Who can understand the significance of these things?

20. To resolve all these apparently contradictory statements is not the
play of some incompetent fool.

Third Vaisistya

21. If everyone simply sat down together and considered these things,
then what nice preaching there could be!

22. That is your order also, that everyone coming together should merge
in your message and preach it to the world.

23. If everyone simply imitates, then there will only be a contradictory
result. As long as it goes on there will only be failure.
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24. Even now, my Godbrothers, you return here on the order of our
master, and together we engage in his pgjd.

25. But simply a festival of flowers and fruits does not constitute worship.
The one who serves the message of the guru really worships him.

26. The service of the message is the real meaning of the Vedas. Don’t be
proud, brothers. Come back to this.

27. Kalidas Nag [a learned man who was defeated in debate by Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati and later became his disciple] that master said in
public forum one day,

28. That Kali’s mission was to kill ali the entire world while the essential
meaning of Lord Caitanya’s message was kept locked up in a cage.

29. Oh, shame! My dear brothers, aren’t you embarrassed? In the man-
ner of businessmen you increase your disciples.

30. Our master said to preach! Let the neophytes remain inside the tem-
ples and simply ring the bells.

Fourth Vaisistya
31. All these things are not our spiritual master’s preaching methods.
These are all the things done by the caste gosvamis.

32. But just take a good look at the terrible situation that has arisen.
Everyone has become a sense enjoyer and has given up preaching.

33.1In the temples also they have begun to lock the doors. Preach this
bhdgavata-dharma; don’t hesitate.

34. Within this world there is another world, whose sound is the un-
equaled penetrating force.

35. The preaching that ‘‘the molla [Muslim priest] only goes as far as the
mosque [and no further]>’ should be put to an end today.

36. From the seas, across the earth, penetrate the universal shell; come
together and preach this Krsna consciousness.

37. Then our master’s service will be in proper order. Make your promise
today. Give up all your politics and diplomacy.

38. Everyone, come together on this very day and give your valued opin-
ion. All of you get together and decide what should be done.



39. You have become renouncers, brothers, so renounce everything. But
if you also renounce the order of your spiritual master, then what
kind of renunciation is that?

40. The one who renounces his guru’s order (guru-tydgi) and the one who
tries to enjoy the assets of his spiritual master (guru-bhogi) are two
kinds of useless persons. First become a servant of your spiritual
master (guru-sevi), and then you will understand all these things
clearly.

Fifth Vaisistya

41. If there is only one Supreme Lord, then a true sddhu, even if his
wealth increases, gives up his desire for profit, adoration and prestige
in this material world.

42. Your gold, brother, is the father of sense gratification. This
meaningful statement was spoken by Prabhupada himself.

43. Give up your wealth for preaching. Sit down together and make a
special effort to come to a decision.

44. The Supreme Lord Himself says that everything is His. Don’t pro-
test. Just unite and preach.

45. $rila Prabhupada gave this final message himself. Take great care to
do that completely and in all respects.

46. Otherwise your sannydsa will be wasted and useless. O saintly ones,
be careful, otherwise afterward you will regret.

47.So what is the difficulty for all of us to come together in this way?
And why do all these things even have to be said to you?

48. Give up your stubbornness; there is no time! Come, all my brothers,
on this auspicious holy occasion.

Sixth Vaisistya

49. When will that day come when there will be a temple established in
every house in every corner of the world?

50. When the high court judge will be a Gaudiya Vaisnava with tilaka
beautifully decorating his forehead.

51. When a Vaisnava winning votes will be elected president of the land,
and preaching will be spread everywhere.
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52. The demons simply plunder the Lord’s wealth. The halpless populace
cries “‘hdy, hdy” in distress.

53. The demons want so many plans just to cheat the people. They sell
wheat flour at thirty-two rupees a mound.

54. Will opening a factory fill a hungry man’s belly? Being oppressed by
starvation, they will eat grass and mango pits.

55. Wearing a two paisa string, a man is called a brghmana. Wearing a
saffron cloth, he has become a sannydsi.

56. The householders beg from the sannyasis, and why not? The san-
nydsis have tens of millions of rupees in the bank.

57. As the days pass, the influence of Kali-yuga increases and the poor
Jivas are all crying in distress.

58. Ten thousand cows are killed daily, and the nation’s expert leaders
are all eating untouchable foodstuffs.

59. People of muddy intelligence increase day by day. A man and his wife
separate simply on a mere word.

60. Everyone has become a witch by the influence of the age. Everyone is
unhappy due to the absence of the mercy of the Vaisnavas.

Seventh Vaisistya

61. The Vaisnavas are famous as para-duhkha-duhkhi. This fame will in-
crease as the preaching increases.

62. If eternally pure devotional service to Krsna is awakened in every-
one, then Kali will flee, screaming, of his own accord.

63. Pranindm upakaraya: do work for the benefit of all living beings. This
is Mahidprabhu’s teaching. This is the storehouse of happiness in this
life and the next.

64. So much work has fallen into your hands, so gather together and
do it.

65. Vasudeva Datta said to the Lord, paying his obeisances: *‘Save all the
living beings in the material world.

66. “‘Give all their sins and sufferings to me, who am the lowest of all. In
this way all the miseries of the suffering conditioned souls will end.”



67. He was the best of Vaignavas, para-duhkha-duhkhi. He knew that
there is no real happiness in gratifying the senses.

68. And what kind of mercy can the non-Vaisnava have? He simply
makes offenses by his daridra-nardyana philosophy.

69. The mercy of the Vaisnavas is scientific and authorized. Without the
Vaisnavas’ mercy, this world is simply insurmountable mdya.

70. If there is a kingdom of Visnu and Vaisnavas on the surface of the
earth, then the world will be happy. So say all the great sages and rgis.

Eighth VaiSistya

71. Why is everyone crying for Rama-rajya? The only way it can be had is
if there is a Visnu-centered kingdom.

72. Lord Krsna enthroned King Yudhisthira; then the whole world was
rich and fortunate due to the qualities of a Vaisnava.

73. The streams, rivers, trees, fields and mountains were all full of fruits
and flowers. The milk-laden cows were floating in abundant milk.

74. The birds, beasts and lower creatures were all nonenvious. Material
life in the Vaisnava kingdom was regulated and perfect.

75. All immersed in bliss, sing the glories of Hari! The hearts of the
Vaisnavas dance in ecstasy to see this.

76. The entire world is filled with the use of material objects without a
trace of devotion to the Lord.

71. Still, they are searching after peace. Preach Krsna consciousness—
fulfill their desires.

78. Today, my brothers, get to this task. Save the battered souls by your
preaching.

79. $rila Prabhupada! Please be merciful today. This time have compas-
sion. You are not a conditioned soul of this material world.

80. Whatever independence one may have, let it be cast into the waters.
The lowly Abhaya offers this presentation today.

Vindavana—Radha-Damodara

25






In 1936, His Divine
Swami Prabhupida

Vyiésa-piija homage for
His Divine Grace Srila

Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta

delivered this poem as a

Bhaktisiddhianta Sarasvati.

1. Adore adore ye all
The happy day
Blessed than heaven,
Sweeter than May.

The holy place,
My Lord and Master
His Divine Grace.

2. Oh! my Master
The evangelic angel.
Give us thy light,
Lite up thy candle.
Struggle for existence
A human race.
The only hope
His Divine Grace.

When he appeared at Puri

3. Misled we are

All going astray,
Save us Lord

Our fervent pray.
Wonder thy ways

To turn our face
Adore thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

4. Forgotten Krsna

We fallen souls,

Paying most heavy
The illusion’s toll.

Darkness around
All untrace.

The only hope
His Divine Grace.

5. Message of service
Thou hast brought
A healthful life
As Caitanya wrought.
Unknown to all
It’s full of brace.
That'’s your gift
Your Divine Grace.

. Absolute is sentient

Thou hast proved
Impersonal calamity
Thou hast moved.
This gives us a life
Anew and fresh,
Worship thy feet
Your Divine Grace.

. Had you not come

Who had told
The message of Krsna

Forceful and bold.
That’s your right

You have the mace.
Save me a fallen

Your Divine Grace.

. The line of service

As drawn by you,
Is pleasing and healthy

Like morning dew.
The oldest of all

But in new dress
Miracle done

Your Divine Grace.

His Divine Grace Orh Vignupida Paramaharhsa Parivrajakacirya Astottara-sata Sri Srimad

BHAKTISIDDHANTA SARASVATIGOSVAMI MAHARAJA PRABHUPADA

His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, the foremost devotee and scholar of the previous age, is the
spiritual master of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He is the ocean of transcendental
mercy and the bestower of devotional service upon the fallen souls. He is the deliverer of devotional service
which is enriched with the conjugal love of 811 $r7 Radha-Krsna. He is the personified teachings of Lord Caitanya.
Thus, he never tolerates any statements against the teachings of devotional service enunciated by $rila Rapa

Gosvami.
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The Universal Teacher

The following speech was given by Abhay Charan Das (His Divine Grage
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda) before the members of the Sri
Gaudiya Matha in Bombay, in February 1936, on the occasion of the birth-
day anniversary of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.

saksdd-dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tathd bhavyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

“In the revealed scriptures it is declared that the spiritual master should
be worshiped like the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and this injunc-
tion is obeyed by pure devotees of the Lord. The spiritual master is the
most confidential servant of the Lord. Thus let us offer our respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of our spiritual master.”

Gentlemen, on behalf of the members of the Bombay branch of the
Gaudiya Matha, let me welcome you all because you have so kindly
joined us tonight in our congregational offerings of homage to the lotus
feet of the world teacher, Acaryadeva, who is the founder of this
Gaudiya Mission and is the president-acarya of Sri $r1 Visva-vaisnava
Raja-sabha—1 mean my eternal divine master, Paramaharsa Parivra-
jakacarya Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhdnta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharija.

Sixty-two years ago, on this auspicious day, the'Acﬁryadeva made his
appearance by the call of Thiakura Bhaktivinoda at Sri-ksetra Jagannatha-
dhama at Puri.

Gentlemen, the offering of such an homage as has been arranged this
evening to the Aciryadeva is not a sectarian concern, for when we speak
of the fundamental principle of gurudeva or acdryadeva, we speak of
something that is of universal application. There does not arise any ques-
tion of discriminating my guru from yours or anyone else’s. There is only
one guru, who appears in an infinity of forms to teach you, me and all
others.
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The guru or dcdryadeva, as we learn from the bona fide scriptures,
delivers the message of the absolute world, the transcendental abode of
the Absolute Personality, where everything nondifferentially serves the
Absolute Truth. We have heard so many times: mahdjano yena gatah sa
panthah (““Traverse the trail which your previous dcdrya has passed’),
but we have hardly tried to understand the real purport of this sloka. If
we scrutinizingly study this proposition, we can understand that the
mahdjana is one, and the royal road to the transcendental world is also
one. In the Mundaka Upanisad [1.2.12] it is said:

tad-vijiiandartham sa gurum evabhigacchet
samit-panih srotiyar brahma-nistham

“In order to learn the transcendental science, one must approach the
bona fide spiritual master in disciplic succession, who is fixed in the
Absolute Truth.”

Thus it has been enjoined herewith that in order to receive that tran-
scendental knowledge, one must approach the guru. Therefore, if the
Absolute Truth is one, about which we think there is no difference of
opinion, the guru also cannot be two. The Aciryadeva to whom we have
assembled tonight to offer our humble homage is not the guru of a sec-
tarian institution or one out of many differing exponents of the truth. On
the contrary, he is the Jagad-guru, or the guru of all of us; the only dif-
ference is that some obey him wholeheartedly, while others do not obey
him directly.

In the Bhdgavatam [11.17.27] it is said:

dcdryam mdm vijaniyan navamanyeta karhicit

na martya-buddhydsiyeta sarva-deva-mayo guruh
““One should understand the spiritual master to be as good as I am,” said
the Blessed Lord. ‘““Nobody should be jealous of the spiritual master or
think of him as an ordinary man, because the spiritual master is the sum
total of all demigods.” That is, the dcdrya has been identified with God
Himself. He has nothing to do with the affairs of this mundane world. He
does not descend here to meddle with the affairs of temporary
necessities, but to deliver the fallen, conditioned souls—the souls, or en-
tities, who have come here to the material world with a motive of enjoy-
ment by the mind and the five organs of sense perception. He appears
before us to reveal the light of the Vedas and to bestow upon us the bless-
ings of full-fledged freedom, after which we should hanker at every step
of our life’s journey.

The transcendental knowledge of the Vedaswas first uttered by God to
Brahma, the creator of this particular universe. From Brahma the knowl!-
edge descended to Narada, from Narada to Vyasadeva, from Vydsadeva
to Madhva, and in this process of disciplic succession the transcendental



knowledge was transmitted by one disciple to another till it reached Lord
Gaurdnga, $ri Krsna Caitanya, who posed as the disciple and successor
of $11 I§vara Puri. The present Aciryadeva is the tenth disciplic represen-
tative from Sri Ripa Gosvami, the original representative of Lord
Caitanya who preached this transcendental tradition in its fullness. The
knowledge that we receive from our Gurudeva is not different from that
imparted by God Himself and the succession of the dcdryas in the pre-
ceptorial line of Brahma. We adore this auspicious day as Sri Vyasa-phja-
tithi because the Acarya is the living representative of Vyisadeva, the
divine compiler of the Vedas, Purdnas, Bhagavad-gita, Mahdbhdrata and
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

One who interprets the divine sound, or $abda-brahma, by his imper-
fect sense perception cannot be a real spiritual guru, because in the ab-
sence of proper disciplinary training under the bona fide dcdrya the
interpreter is sure to differ from Vyasadeva (as the Mayavadis do). $rila
Vyidsadeva is the prime authority of Vedic revelation, and therefore such
an irrelevant interpreter cannot be accepted as the guru or dcdrya,
howsoever equipped he may be with all the acquirements of material
knowledge. As it is said in the Padma Purdpa, sampraddya-vihing ye
mantrds te nisphald matah: ‘“Unless you are initiated by a bona fide spiri-
tual master in the disciplic succession, the mantra that you might have
received is without any effect.”

On the other hand, one who has received the transcendental knowl-
edge by aural reception from the bona fide preceptor in the disciplic
chain, and who has sincere regard for the real dcarya, must needs be en-
lightened with the revealed knowledge of the Vedas. But this knowledge
is permanently sealed to the cognitive approach of the empiricists. Asit is
said in Svetdsvatara Upanisad [6.23]:

yasya deve para bhaktir yathd deve tatha gurau
tasyaite kathita hy arthah prakdsante mahdtmanah

“Only unto those great souls who simultaneously have implicit faith in
both the Lord and the spiritual master are all the imports of Vedic knowl-
edge automatically revealed.”

Gentlemen, our knowledge is so poor, our senses are so imperfect and
our sources are so limited that it is not possible for us to have even the
slightest knowledge of the absolute region without surrendering our-
selves at the lotus feet of Sri Vyasadeva or his bona fide representative.
Every moment we are being deceived by the knowledge of our direct per-
ception. It is all the creation or concoction of the mind, which is always
deceiving, changing and flickering. We cannot know anything of the
transcendental region by our limited, perverted method of observation
and experiment. But all of us can lend our eager ears for the aural recep-
tion of the transcendental sound transmitted from that region to this
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through the unadulterated medium of $ri Gurudeva or Sri Vyasadeva.
Therefore, gentlemen, we should surrender ourselves today at the feet of
the representative of $ri Vyasadeva for the elimination of all our dif-
ferences bred by our unsubmissive attitude. It is accordingly said in Sri
Gita [4.34]:

tad viddhi pranipdtena pariprasnena sevayd
upadeksyanti te jignam jiidninas tattva-darsinah

“‘Just approach the wise and bona fide spiritual master. Surrender unto
him first and try to understand him by inquiries and service. Such a wise
spiritual master will enlighten you with transcendental knowledge, for he
has already known the Absolute Truth.”

To receive the transcendental knowledge we must completely sur-
render ourselves to the real dcdrya in a spirit of ardent inquiry and ser-
vice. Actual performance of service to the Absolute under the guidance
of the dcdrya is the only vehicle by which we can assimilate the transcen-
dental knowledge. Today’s meeting for offering our humble services and
homage to the feet of the Acaryadeva will enable us to be favored with
the capacity of assimilating the transcendental knowledge so kindly
transmitted by him to all persons without distinction.

Gentlemen, we are all more or less proud of our past Indian civiliza-
tion, but we actually do not know the real nature of that civilization. We
cannot be proud of our past material civilization, which is now a thou-
sand times greater than in days gone by. It is said that we are passing
through the age of darkness, the Kali-yuga. What is this darkness? The
darkness cannot be due to backwardness in material knowledge, because
we now have more of it than formerly. If not we ourselves, our neighbors
at any rate have plenty of it. Therefore, we must conclude that the dark-
ness of the present age is not due to a lack of material advancement, but
that we have lost the clue to our spiritual advancement, which is the
prime necessity of human life and the criterion of the highest type of
human civilization. Throwing of bombs from airplanes is no advance-
ment of civilization from the primitive, uncivilized practice of dropping
big stones on the heads of enemies from the tops of hills. Improvement
in the art of killing our neighbors by means of machine guns and
poisonous gases is certainly no advancement from primitive barbarism,
which prided itself on its art of killing by bows and arrows. Nor does the
development of a sense of pampered selfishness prove anything more
than intellectual animalism. True human civilization is very different
from all these states, and therefore in the Katha Upanisad [1.3.14] there
is the emphatic call:

uttisthata jagrata
prapya varan nibodhata



ksurasya dhara nisita duratyayd
durgam pathas tat kavayo vadanti

‘‘Please wake up and try to understand the boon which you now have in
this human form of life. The path of spiritual realization is very difficult;
it is sharp like a razor’s edge. That is the opinion of learned transcenden-
tal scholars.”

Thus, while others were yet in the womb of historical oblivion, the
sages of India had developed a different kind of civilization, which
enabled them to know themselves. They had discovered that we are not
at all material entities, but that we are all spiritual, permanent and in-
destructible servants of the Absolute. But because we have, against our
better judgment, chosen to completely identify ourselves with this pres-
ent material existence, our sufferings have multiplied according to the
inexorable law of birth and death, with its consequent diseases and anxi-
eties. These sufferings cannot be really mitigated by any provision of
material happiness, because matter and spirit are completely different ele-
ments. It is just as if you took an aquatic animal out of water and put it on
the land, supplying all manner of happiness possible on land. The deadly
sufferings of the animal are not capable of being relieved at all until it is
taken out of its foreign environment. Spirit and matter are completely
contradictory things. All of us are spiritual entities. We cannot have per-
fect happiness, which is our birthright, however much we may meddle
with the affairs of the mundane things. Perfect happiness can be ours
only when we are restored to our natural state of spiritual existence. This
is the distinctive message of our ancient Indian civilization, this is the
message of the Gitg, this is the message of the Vedas and the Puranas,
and this is the message of all the real dcdryas, including our present
Acaryadeva, in the line of Lord Caitanya.

Gentlemen, although it is imperfectly that we have been enabled, by
his grace, to understand the sublime messages of our Acaryadeva, Ora
Visnupada Paramaharhsa Parivrajakacarya $ri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Maharija, we must admit that we have realized
definitely that the divine message from his holy lips is the congenial thing
for suffering humanity. All of us should hear him patiently. If we listen to
the transcendental sound without unnecessary opposition, he will surely
have mercy upon us. The dcdrya’s message is to take us back to our
original home, back to God. Let me repeat, therefore, that we should
hear him patiently, follow him in the measure of our conviction and bow
down at his lotus feet for releasing us from our present causeless un-
willingness for serving the Absolute and all souls.

From the Gitd we learn that even after the destruction of the body, the
atmd, or the soul, is not destroyed; he is always the same, always new
and fresh. Fire cannot burn him, water cannot dissolve him, the air
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cannot dry him up, and the sword cannot kill him. He is everlasting and
eternal, and this is also confirmed in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam (10.84.13]:

yasydtma-buddhih kunape tri-dhatuke
sva-dhih kalatradisu bhauma jjya-dhih

yat-tirtha-buddhih salile na karhicij
Janesv abhijfiesu sa eva go-kharah

* Anyone who accepts this bodily bag of three elements [bile, mucus and
air] as his self, who has an affinity for an intimate relationship with his
wife and children, who considers his land as worshipable, who takes bath
in the waters of the holy places of pilgrimage but never takes advantage
of those persons who are in actual knowledge—he is no better than an
ass or a cow.”

Unfortunately, in these days we have all been turned foolish by
neglecting our real comfort and identifying the material cage with our-
selves. We have concentrated all our energies for the meaningless
upkeep of the material cage for its own sake, completely neglecting the
captive soul within. The cage is meant for the undoing of the bird; the
bird is not meant for the welfare of the cage. Let us, therefore, deeply
ponder this. All our activities are now turned toward the upkeep of the
cage, and the most we do is try to give some food to the mind by art and
literature. But we do not know that this mind is also material in a more
subtle form. This is stated in the Gitd [7.4]:

bhimir dpi ‘nalo vayuh kham mano buddhir eva ca
aharnikdra itiyam me bhinnd prakrtir astadha

‘‘Earth, fire, water, air, sky, intelligence, mind and ego are all My sepa-
rated energies.”

We have scarcely tried to give any food to the soul, which is distinct
from the body and mind; therefore we are all committing suicide in the
proper sense of the term. The message of the Aciryadeva is to give us a
warning to halt such wrong activities. Let us therefore bow down at
his lotus feet for the unalloyed mercy and kindness he has bestowed
upon us.

Gentlemen, do not for a moment think that my Gurudeva wants to
put a complete brake on the modern civilization—an impossible feat. But
let us learn from him the art of making the best use of a bad bargain, and
let us understand the importance of this human life, which is fit for the
highest development of true consciousness. The best use of this rare
l{luman life should not be neglected. As it is said in Srimad-Bhdgavatam

11.9.29]:

labdhva sudurlabham idam bahu-sambhavante
manusyam arthadam anityam apiha dhirah



tirnam yateta na pated anumrtyu yavan
nihSreyasdya visayah khalu sarvatah syat

“This human form of life is obtained after many, many births, and al-
though it is not permanent, it can offer the highest benefits. Therefore a
sober and intelligent man should immediately try to fulfill his mission
and attain the highest profit in life before another death occurs. He
should avoid sense gratification, which is available in all circumstances.”

Let us not misuse this human life in the vain pursuit of material enjoy-
ment, or, in other words, for the sake of only eating, sleeping, fearing,
and sensuous activities. The Acaryadeva’s message is conveyed by the
words of $r1 Riupa Gosvami:

andsaktasya visaydn yathdrham upayuiijatah
nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe yuktam vairagyam ucyate

prapaiicikatayd buddhyd hari-sambandhi-vastunah
mumuksubhih parityago vairagyam phalgu kathyate

“‘One is said to be situated in the fully renounced order of life if he lives
in accordance with Krsna consciousness. He should be without attach-
ment for sense gratification and should accept only what is necessary for
the upkeep of the body. On the other hand, one who renounces things
which could be used in the service of Krsna, under the pretext that such
things are material, does not practice complete renunciation.”

The purport of these slokas can only be realized by fully developing the
rational portion of our life, not the animal portion. Sitting at the feet of
the Acaryadeva, let us try to understand from this transcendental source
of knowledge what we are, what is this universe, what is God, and what
is our relationship with Him. The message of Lord Caitanya is the
message for the living entities and the message of the living world. Lord
Caitanya did not bother Himself for the upliftment of this dead world,
which is suitably named Martyaloka, the world where everything is
destined to die. He appeared before us four hundred fifty years ago to tell
us something of the transcendental universe, where everything is perma-
nent and everything is for the service of the Absolute. But recently Lord
Caitanya has been misrepresented by some unscrupulous persons, and
the highest philosophy of the Lord has been misinterpreted to be the cult
of the lowest type of society. We are glad to announce tonight that our
Acaryadeva, with his usual kindness, saved us from this horrible type of
degradation, and therefore we bow down at his lotus feet with all
humility.

Gentlemen, it has been a mania of the cultured (or uncultured) society
of the present day to accredit the Personality of Godhead with merely im-
personal features and to stultify Him by claiming that He has no senses,
no form, no activity, no head, no legs and no enjoyment. This has also
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been the pleasure of the modern scholars due to their sheer lack of
proper guidance and true introspection in the spiritual realm. Ali these
empiricists think alike: all the enjoyable things should be monopolized
by the human society, or by a particular class only, and the impersonal
God should be a mere order supplier for their whimsical feats. We are
happy that we have been relieved of this horrible type of malady by the
mercy of His Divine Grace Paramaharsa Parivrajakacarya Bhakti-
siddhidnta Sarasvatl Gosvami Maharaja. He is our eye-opener, our eter-
nal father, our eternal preceptor and our eternal guide. Let us therefore
bow down at his lotus feet on this auspicious day.

Gentlemen, although we are like ignorant children in the knowledge of
the Transcendence, still His Divine Grace, my Gurudeva, has kindled a
small fire within us to dissipate the invincible darkness of empirical
knowledge. We are now so much on the safe side that no amount of
philosophical argument by the empiric schools of thought can deviate us
an inch from the position of our eternal dependence on the lotus feet of
His Divine Grace. Furthermore, we are prepared to challenge the most
erudite scholars of the Mayavada school and prove that the Personality
of Godhead and His transcendental sports in Goloka alone constitute the
sublime information of the Vedas. There are explicit indications of this in
the Chdndogya Upanisad (8.13.11, syamdc chavalari prapadye savaldc
chyamari prapadye: ‘‘For receiving the mercy of Krsna, I surrender unto
His energy [Radha), and for receiving the mercy of His energy, I sur-
render unto Krsna.” Also, in the Rg Veda (1.2.22.20]:

tad visnoh paramam padam sada pasyanti siirayah
diviva caksur dtatam visnor yat paramam padam

*“The lotus feet of Lord Visnu are the supreme objective of all the
demigods. These lotus feet of the Lord are as enlightening as the sun in
the sky.”

The plain truth so vividly explained in the Gitd, which is the central
lesson of the Vedas, is not understood or even suspected by the most
powerful scholars of the empiric schools. Herein lies the secret of Sri
Vyasa-piija. When we meditate on the transcendental pastimes of the
Absolute Godhead, we are proud to feel that we are His eternal servitors,
and we become jubilant and dance with joy. All glory to my divine
master, for it is he who has out of his unceasing flow of mercy stirred up
within us such a movement of eternal existence. Let us bow down at his
lotus feet.

Gentlemen, had he not appeared before us to deliver us from the
thralldom of this gross worldly delusion, surely we should have remained
for lives and ages in the darkness of helpless captivity. Had he not ap-
peared before us, we would not have been able to understand the eternal



truth of the sublime teaching of Lord Caitanya. Had he not appeared
before us, we could not have been able to know the significance of the
first sloka of Brahma-samhita:

isvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah
anadir ddir govindah sarva-karana-karanam

“Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the Supreme Godhead. He has an
eternal, blissful, spiritual body. He is the origin of all, he has no other
origin, and He is the prime cause of all causes.”

Personally, I have no hope for any direct service for the coming crores
of births of the sojourn of my life, but [ am confident that some day or
other I shall be delivered from this mire of delusion in which I am at
present so deeply sunk. Therefore let me with all my earnestness pray at
the lotus feet of my divine master to allow me to suffer the lot for which I
am destined due to my past misdoings, but to let me have this power of
recollection: that I am nothing but a tiny servant of the Almighty Ab-
solute Godhead, realized through the unflinching mercy of my divine
master. Let me therefore bow down at his lotus feet with all the humility
at my command.

ABHAY CHARAN DAS
For Members, $rf Gaudiya Matha,
Bombay.















42

transcendental exemplification of how the disciple remains eternally
within the presence of his guru, taking his order as life and soul. On
Visvanitha’s advice you took up the instruction of $rila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura and carried it around the world time and time again,
then proved the feat even more inexpressibly impossible by dedicating
tremendous energy to prove the same apparent *‘globe’’ to be something
entirely different anyway.

By that same example you touched the case-hardened hearts of the
iron age men and reinstalled $ri Sri Radha-Govinda within Their rightful
place within the temples of their minds. Bhaktivinoda Thakura prays
mama mana mandire raha nisi-din, but you have taken that prayer not
only for yourself, but for every living entity. Certainly you were bemused
as the people of the world watched with mouths agape, wondering how
such an old man could labor on to bring this prayer to fruition. But your
smile was always one of compassion, never cynicism born of aharikdra.

I have often walked the streets of New York, trying to retrace your
meanderings. Although I know you have blessed me by consigning me
for life this overpowering monument to your fearlessness, it is difficult
not to feel the flutterings of terror when dark, menacing forms scurry
into gloomy alleys while blank joyless eyes follow one’s every step. As |
pass like a shadow through the degradation of broken windows and shat-
tered lives or step around some slowly dying Bowery remnant of the hip-
pie generation as he pursues unseen but very real chemical demons, I
cannot help wondering what kind of courage you possessed to have come
down to this hellish East Side world in order to reclaim societal misfits
and inaugurate the spiritual movement meant to save the world. Any ro-
mantic notions to the contrary, these beginnings were such hellish aus-
terity (and every day we uncover new evidence of its intensity), full of
that special cruelty the inhabitants of the material world reserve for the
swanlike paramahamsas who dare to come and save them. Like any ordi-
nary person, you bore the atmosphere of violence and death, accentu-
ated by the heart-shattering cries of sirens and clanging bells, although
you did not have to leave Vrndivana, and indeed never did so. Which is
greater, your love for your Guru Mahirdja or your compassion and
mercy upon us (which is born of that love) ? Who could possibly say? But
both inspire faith and desire to become courageous on the strength of the
guru’s order within our hearts.

So, naturally we take up the cry of Vidarbhi, which is the preface to
this entreaty, as she waits for her absent svami who has gone and left her
behind. She calls as we have called, pleading for grace as you are needed
in this world. Without such presence, cataclysm seems imminent and
peace seems impossible. It is difficult not to see Mahirija Yudhisthira’s
strong fire-vomiting jackals on the horizon, barking at the sun, no longer
fearful of your presence. Like him we might palpitate and tremble in fear



as the shrieks of owls and crows obscure your sweet chanting.

But then, O most sublime deceiver, we read on as the brdhmana-
Supersoul who is also yourself instructs us in the doubtless art of remain-
ing eternally in your presence. The difficulty of maintaining past or
present tense in describing your glories becomes clear as your nitya-lila
becomes more evident. Only failing to execute your order means separa-
tion. Fulfillment means eternal association. The difficulty of writing in
singular or plural becomes clear, as your presence is eternally estab-
lished. The choice is there: lament with Purafijani and take the fire, or
catch up the instruction, the mission, and save the people of this land
(and ourselves with them). Rescued on the threshold of new bewilder-
ments, this wandering jiva is grateful for the directions stretching far into
the future, stretching on years beyond our mortal lives, illumined by the
munificent radiance of Mahdprabhu’s sankirtana movement.

So now, like Arjuna freshly returned from Dvaraki, we can become
peaceful with the comforting assurance of being eternally with Your
Divine Grace. By your artistry the performance has gone on without a
misstep. Like a symphony led by the most expert maestro, we have
simply begun another part of the piece, barely pausing for breath in
between. There are new conductors, duplicating the insurpassable
master with ever-increasing accuracy, but emphasizing his presence
more and more with every stroke.

O most glorious master, what is this magic you are working? Even in
apparent delinquence, your presence is more evident than ever before.
You are surcharging the hearts of your disciples with renewed strength
and ardent desire to fulfill Krsna’s holy order. You are described as pdra-
gam, yet you are giving others the potency to bring billions of struggling
amsas over to the other side just as you are taking their saviors back.
What wonderful mathematics is this that adds one to a handful of the
miserable and promises a sum total of unlimited siddhas? Seeing these
feats and feeling the vibrancy of your vdni, I realize that you are unto me,
like Devahiiti’s Kapiladeva, a transcendental eye which can deliver me
from the darkness of ignorance and allow me to fall, humbled, in the
dust at your feet.

As your ISKCON spreads across the universe, please give me the
strength to remain, always marveling at the wonder you have created,
and singing your glories.

amso bhagavato 'smy aham sada ddso ‘smi sarvathd
yat krpapeksako nityam tat presthasat karomi svam

Your worthless servant,
Adi Kesava Swami
GBC—Northeast U.S.A. and Caribbean














































































































































































