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$ri guru kRarund sindhu

adhama jandra bandu
lokandth lokera jivana

hd ha prabhu koro doyad
deho more pada chiya

eve jas ghusuk tribhuvana

Our spiritual master is the ocean of mercy, the friend of the poor and the lord and master of the

devotees. O, master! Be merciful unto me. Give me the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is spread
all over the three worlds.
—Vaisgnava poet
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The Aciryadeva

UC hen we speak of the fundamental principle of Gurudeva or Acaryadeva, .

we speak of something that is of universal application. There is only one Guru who appears in an
infinity of forms to teach all men. The Guru or Acaryadeva, as we learn from the bonafide scriptures,
delivers the message of the absolute world, the transcendental abode of the Absolute Personality where
everything non-differentially serves the Absolute Truth. In the Katha-Upanisad it is said:

samit panih $rottriyam brahma-nistham
‘In order to learn that transcendental science, one must approach the bona-fide Spiritual Master in
disciplic succession, fixed in the Absolute Truth.’
Thus it has been enjoined herewith that in order to receive that transcendental knowledge one must
approach the Guru. Therefore, if the Absolute Truth is one, about which we think there is no
difference of opinion, the Guru also cannot be two. The Acdryadeva to whom we offer our humble
homage, is not the Guru of a sectarian institution or one out of many differing exponents of the truth.
On the contrary He is the fagatguru or the Guru of all of us; the only difference is that some obey Him
wholeheartedly, while others do not obey Him directly.

In the Bhagavatam it is said:
acaryarn marn vijaniyah navamanyeta karhicit

na martya-buddyastiyeta sarva-devamayo guruh
‘One should understand the Spiritual Master to be as good as | am,” said the Blessed Lord. ‘Nobody
should be jealous of the Spiritual Master or think of Him as an ordinary man because the Spiritual

Master is the sum total of all demigods.’
That is, the Acarya has been identified with Godhead Himself. He has nothing to do with the affairs

. of this mundane world. He does not descend here to meddle with the affairs of temporary necessities

but to deliver the fallen and conditioned souls. He appears before us to reveal the light of the Vedas
and to bestow upon us the blessings of full-fledged freedom after which we should hanker at every step
of our life's journey.”
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- The Acaryadeva

Te transcendental knowledge of the Vedas was first
uttered by Godhead to Brahma, the Creator of this particular
universe. From Brahma the Knowledge descended to Narada,
from Narada to Vyasadeva, from Vyasadeva to Madhva and in
this process of disciplic succession the transcendental knowl-
edge was being transmitted by one disciple to another till it
= reached Lord Gauranga or Sri Krspa-Caitanya Who posed as
the Disciple and Successor of Sri Tévara Puri. The present
Acaryadeva is the tenth disciplic representative from $ri Rupa
Gosvami, the original representative of this transcendental
tradition in its fullness from Lord Caitanya. The knowledge
that we receive from Him is not different from that imparted
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The Acaryadeva

by Godhead Himself and the succession of the Acaryas in the preceptorial line of Brahma. We adore
this auspicious day as Sri Vyasa-piija Tithi because the Acarya is the living representative of Vyisadeva,
the Divine compiler of the Vedas, the Puranas, Gita, Mahabharata and the Bhagavatam.

Our knowledge is so poor, our senses are so imperfect and our sources are so limited that it is not
possible for us to have even the slightest knowledge of the absolute region without surrendering our-
selves at the Lotus Feet of $ri Vyisadeva or His bonafide representative. We cannot know anything of
the transcendental region by our limited perverted method of observation and experiment. But all of
us can lend our eager ears for the aural reception of the transcendental sound transmitted from that
region to this through the unadulterated medium of ST Gurudeva or Sri Vyasadeva. Therefore gentle-
men, we should surrender ourselves today to the Feet of the representative of Sri Vyasadeva for the
elimination of all our differences bred by our unsubmissive attitude. It is accordingly said in $r7 Gita:

tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jidanarh jidaninas tatva-darsinah

‘Just approach the wise and bonafide Spiritual Master. Surrender unto him first and try to understand
him by enquiries and service. Such a wise Spiritual Master will enlighten you with transcendental
knowledge because he has already known the Absolute Truth.’

To receive the transcendental knowledge we must completely surrender ourselves to the real Acarya in
a spirit of ardent enquiry and service. The actual performance of the service of the Absolute under the
guidance of the Acarya is the only vehicle by which we can assimilate the transcendental knowledge.
The offering of our humble services and homage to the Feet of the Acaryadeva will enable us to be
favoured with the capacity of assimilating the transcendental knowledge so kindly transmitted by Him
to all persons without distinction.
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The Aciryadeva

The Divine message from his holy lips is the congenial thing for the suffering humanity. All of us
should hear him patiently. If we listen to the Transcendental Sound without unnecessary opposition,
he will surely have mercy upon us. The Acdrya’s message is to take us back to our original home and
back to God. Therefore, we should hear Him patiently, follow Him in the measure of our conviction
and bow down at His Lotus Feet for releasing us of our present causeless unwillingness for serving
the Absolute and all souls.

Had he not appeared before us to deliver us from the thraldom of this gross worldly delusion—surely
we should have remained for lives and ages in the darkness of helpless captivity. Had he not appeared
before us, we would not have been able to understand the eternal truth of the sublime teaching of
Lord Caitanya,—had He not appeared before us, we could not have been able to know the significance
of the first sloka of Brahma-sarhhita:

TSvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-Gnanda-vigrahah
anadir adir govindah sarva-karana-karanam

‘Krsna who is known as Govinda is the Supreme Godhead. He has an eternal blissful spiritual body.
He is the Origin of all. He has no other origin and He is the Prime Cause of all causes.’”

—Abhay Charan Das
(A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada)
Sri Vyasa-phja Address, 1936
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Ufferings to His Divine Grace from his disciples at ISKCON temples around the world . . . Amherst

& dearmost Srila Prabhupida, it is only by the

dint of your guiding benediction and soul quenching
grace that we have been allowed to sip from the pure
ocean—our Lord Krsna’s causeless mercy. Even
though we taste but the tiniest rivulets of realization
and devotion it is such a relief from the pangs of
material miserics. By following your example as
servant to the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna, we are
slowly but surely learning to control our mind and
senses and to be true friends to everyone, by giving
them this simple program of chanting, dancing and
feasting. Srila Prabhupada you are Krsna’s messenger
so kindly paying this earthly kingdom a visit. Our
only duty is to give you the warmest possible recep-
tion by helping you in your mission of spreading the
rays of Lord Caitanya’s benediction moon.

This Amherst dsrama is surrounded by a five-
college area with about 45,000 students. We've been
here three and a half months engaging students
and townspeople in the joyous process of glorifying
the Supreme Enjoyer through dancing, feasting, chant-
ing, and preparation for the real graduation—eternal,
blissful life with Krsna. What nectar! Everyone is

thirsty for the absolutely pure association that you,
father Srila Prabhupada, are revealing to your blinded
children.

There was an average attendance of forty spirit
souls at a Krsna class held at the University of
Massachusetts. Already there are five new devotees,
who are daily distributing books and prasddam on
campus and at the Om Tat Sat bookstore in Amherst.
The semester was highlighted by a visit from the
“First Transcendental Exposition” who presented
their transcendental rock opera to hundreds of devo-
tees and students. By this modern media many stu-
dents were enchanted with Krsna consciousness and
impressed with the practicality of #avdsya. Even
other spiritual movements are attracted to Krsna. We
were recently invited to a kundalini-yoga restaurant
and everybody engaged in a most ecstatic kirtana,
mercy!

This summer will find us singing, dancing, chanting
and preaching in the New England seaside resorts,
attempting to calm some of the agitating whirlpools
of material entanglements with that truly *“pacific
ocean” of transcendental devotion which you have
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Amsterdam

caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai $ri-gurave namah
nama om visnu-paddaya krsna-presthdya bhiitale
§rimate bhaktiveddnta-svamin iti namine

Dearest Spiritual Father Srila Prabhupada:

We prostrate our bodies beneath Your sacred feet
which turn all soil they rest upon into a Holy Place;
on this most auspicious occasion our respectful
obeisances are unto You, our beloved spiritual mas-
ter who spreads the Benediction of Lord Caitanya
like golden honey flowing from the spiritual sky,
drenching us with sweetness.

With the Absolute Truth in Your blessed Hand,
chanting and dancing across the land!

Thinking Yourself the most fallen,

The lowest beggar at the feet of Your spiritual
master,

But You are part of the mahdtmd Tree

Which is eternally giving the conditioned souls

The most relishable fruits of krsna-premd.

You are the most humble and kind and merciful!

You are begging everybody to take the most pre-
cious gem:

The Hare Krsna mantra.

The demigods churned the milky ocean,

First came poison, next precious stones, then the
moon;

And later on, the kalpa-taru which grants every-
thing wished for.

All these were discarded by the gods in favor of
the nectar, amria,

For securing which they had embarked on their
great endeavor.

Similarly You have given the world

The most essential teaching of the Scriptures:

Chanting the mahdmantra as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu,

Leaving aside the unessential things;

Lecturing non-stop, without caring for the occa-
sional flop,

At a frantic pace, Your Divine Grace,

S Vyasa-pija/ 17



Amsterdam

Your wonderful face glowing like the sun
Illuminating all directions with its light,
Congquering us all, without a fight.

Your heart overflows with nectarean bliss

Upon hearing the pastimes of Sri Sri’ Radha and
Kisna.

So it has happened that Thee, O Graceful
Prabhupada,

Have risen like the sun in the Eastern horizon,

Illuminating the hearts of all with pure love for
Krsna.

You are the one who has the power from Lord
Krsna to give all living entities eternal liberation.

We offer our humble obeisances again and again to
You, because You are a pure devotee of Krsna, we
respect You always. O Srila Prabhupada, who is so
much absorbed in transcendental love

That Krsna can’t leave You even for the time of a
breath.

You who are the attraction of Radharani.

By the waves of devotional service,

Overflowing the conditioned souls

With an ocean of Grace!

You, who stays in life only for the service that
You render to Govinda.
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Because You are the kindest man in the world,
You give everything, whether to beast, boy, or girl; mm
Even dogs like us can have some, if only we would
accept it!

Our burned-out hearts full of materialistic di-
lemma,

Because of You, we know that we must chant‘ |
Hare Krsna!

No one would tell us except the Lord Himself, ™

But our ears were deaf to Him millions of life-
times ago- - -

You know. -

Krsna has given You to us ‘

And You have given Him,

We like You very much.

By the mercy of Your greatness and punty,‘

You can deliver all the fallen souls.

Your greatness is recognized by all the demigods,

And You are the most dear to Sri Krsna andes
Srimati Radharani,

You are such a rare soul, who knows Krsna as He
is.

By Your grace alone, we have the chance to taste \-

These wonderful fruits of love

Coming down from the desire-trees in sweet
kirtana. -

r
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We pray for the time when we might follow
™ Your most humble example
' By becoming Krsna conscious,
Helping our blessed brothers
Rather than hindering them.
q We pray that very soon we will be able to use
every second in Your service rather than to dream
About illusory sense gratification and personal
‘-I prestige.
| | Please accept this humble prayer—
Let us ever lie prostrate
Beneath the dust of Your lotus feet.
q A single word from Your sanctified lips
Can turn a gloomy night into a fresh spring
afternoon!
You have come to lead us all back to Home
Back to Godhead,
To the tulasi-scented forests of St Vrndavana.
r] Please have mercy on these lowly fools called:
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the sun rises in the East moving Westward so You have brought Caitanya’s moon rising

full. Without Your Causeless Mercy no one could get out of the clutches of Maya. Birth and death, old age and

ma disease, these things every living entity is hankering after in this world only. Blinded by Maya’s curtain of illusion,

searching for what is not in this material world. Always getting kicked, never learning. O Jagadguru You alone have

the Divine key to save the world, nay the universe from Maya’s trap. Just like mice we went for the cheese and got
caught in this cycle of samsdra.

Prabhupada, You are the heaviest, the guru, immovable, always serving Krsna’s lotus feet, never flinching or lis-
tening to Maya’s call. The perfection of bhakti cult—Your Divine Grace. O most perfect of devotees, at Y our lotus
feet we beg shelter from Maya’s sting which for millions of births we thought was the way to be.

™ In this one short life that we thought all in all, by Krsna’s grace we have been led to You. Blinded by ignorance,
passion and greed we are totally unworthy of Your mercy. You are so pure and kind, giving the highest gift freely to
all who will take (Krsna-prema, pure bhakti, nothing less. An unceasing flow of nectar from Your lotus lips).

=» Awakening the world to Krsna’s Beauty and Fame, never stopping, always pushing on, encouraging Y our disciples
more every day to push on. Asking us to also pick up the torch light of knowledge and distribute it to the world.
With You as our Divine Master we cannot fail.

We are Your most unworthy servants. You are our eternal Master. With You at the helm we are crossing over this
"™ ocean of nescience, just as one steps over a cows hoofprmt full of water.
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Auckland

hearts into Gold.

Al glories to You Srila Prabhupada! You are taking the thorn of materialistic existence out of many,
many hearts and you are replacing it with the most fragrant flower of devotional service.
O Deliverer of fallen souls, Your glance is like touchstone in as much as it has turned the hardest

The sweet nectar of Love of Krsna is pouring constantly from Your lips and by Your example the
whole world can embrace Krsnaloka, that supreme abode of the Cowherd Boy, Govinda.

The whole world is steeped in impersonalism and voidism yet you are so sweetly offering the parched
and dry souls a drink of nectar from the shoreless Ocean of Mercy.

You are the real Spiritual Master, Srila Prabhupada, because You are always engaged in chanting the
names of the Lord and preaching the message of Lord Caitanya.

iou are Prabhupada

the Master at Whose Feet
All masters gather

And others we have seen
are shamed

and speechless

in Your presence

You are Prabhupada

Sophisticated and more than expert
at expressing Your mercy

through multifarious channels

22 [Sri Vyasa-piija

So many moods,

So many attractive features
Do You manifest

Before us

And we receive them
with joy

and revel

in their ecstasy

You are Prabhupada

the King

And you sit on a throne

of crushed velvet and golden lace

While the cream of humanity
dances in delight

and countless demigods
praise you from above

You are Prabhupada
Most humble servitor
of Your

Beloved Guru Maharaja

And tears came to our eyes
and our throats choked up
when You told

How He saved You



You are Prabhupada
the King of Comedians
and innumerable

are the occasions

That we’ve been victimized
by Your Bengali proverbs
and rolled on the floor

in uncontrollable hysteria

You are Prabhupada

the kind-hearted Grandfather

Who delights in Sarasvati’s rendition
of Manipuri dancing

And we’ve watched You
chuckle in glee

as You transcendentally
terrorize her

And her eyes widen in disbelief
at the thought of being

mailed away to America

in a tiny package

You are Prabhupada

the Perfectionist

and You dumbfounded us
that morning in Bombay

When Your hawk-like eyes
spotted us

committing offenses

we never knew existed

You are Prabhupada

More tolerant than the tree
And You lovingly accept
our impure service

And offer us knowledge
of Krsna in return
though we repeatedly.
offend Your Lotus Feet

You are Prabhupada

the Master Chef

And even bitter melon, somehow
becomes sweet when You cook it

Auckland

You are Prabhupada

the little Cowherd Boy from Goloka
And when You wander

round Your room

Looking at pictures

of Krsna and His friends

We realize how foolish we are

to have ever thought You an old man

You are Prabhupada
the Jet-age Swami
and the whole planet
is becoming a tirtha

By the touch
of Your Lotus Feet

You are Prabhupada

the Master Linguist
whose words and phrases
dance like puppets
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Auckland

On the pages of Your books
and Krsna Himself

is manifest before us

in all His splendour

You are Prabhupada

the Master of motion

and the swan-like gestures
of Your dancing hands

embrace our eyes

and captivate our hearts
enthralling us more
than a thousand ballets

You are Prabhupada

the raging lion

and the razor-like sharpness
of Your lightning attack

Rips to shreds

the imperfect argument
of even the most
formidable foe
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You are Prabhupada That anyone who claims
the submissive cow to know anything
and You give the milk of knowledge  about Sri Kisna -
wherever we lead You must have learned it from You
ISKCON Auckland

You are Prabhupada

the Concerned Shepherd
and Krsna MMA M&m 02@/\_
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Austin

es, we want to be Krsna conscious; we are tired of lonely, ignorant, deathly lives
without any real happiness. We want to be free to live spiritual lives and be in love with Krsna and all His
creations.

Who does not want to be in Vrndavana with Radha, Krsna, Balarama and the cows? The words of Your
Divine Grace can give us real light beyond the unreality which Lord Krsna has created, but for which we
ourselves are responsible. “‘An affectionate father does not like that his children should be chastised by
another agent, still he puts his disobedient children under the custody of a severe man just to bring them in
order. But the all affectionate Almighty Father desires at the same time relief of the conditioned soul from
the clutches of the illusory energy.” (Bhdg. 1.7.5)

Lord Krsna has red lotus petal eyes and a peacock feather in His hair, He is perfect and complete and so
is the mercy at Your lotus feet. We are bowing down at Your lotus feet and await the day that our throats
will be choked up and our eyes will be flowing with uncontrollable tears, unable to express our appreciation
to Your Divine Grace. Please accept whatever gratitude You have created within us. ISKCON Austin
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26 [SiT Vyasa-plja






Berkeley

p—
iou are the only acarya now,

The saviour of the conditioned soul.
At Your lotus feet we bow,
To please You our only goal.

We hope that we may be number twelve,
Though in offenses we do abound.

Into Your ocean of mercy we delve

To spread the holy sound.

To follow Your order with no offense—
This is our only dream.

Then Your mission will be a success,
Defeating maya’s scheme.

Your gift to us the holy name
Heard from Your lotus lips;
The grip of mayd You can tame
With merely Your fingertips.

In Your books You put Your heart,

Your knowledge has no bounds.

In hopes from mdya we will part

You vibrate these holy sounds.
ISKCON Berkeley
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Berlin

nama om visnu-paddya krsna-presthayae bhitale
srimate bhaktived@nta-svamin iti namine

All Glories to Sit S’lzl' Guru and Gauranga!!
All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!!

Our Beloved Spiritual Father!

Please accept our prostrated dapdavats at Your
Lotus Feet. We are praying for Your eternal well-
being.

You are the ever-sought, personified Mercy of
Krspa. It may be easier to escape the fangs of a
hungry tiger than to remain untouched by the all-
pervasiveness of Your merciful glance.

Just as the sun rises on the horizon and puts an
end to night, similarly You take all suffering from the
jivas, by giving them shelter in the whorl of Your
causeless love. You, Srila Prabhupada, are setting
them free from the hellish condition of samsara, the
pain of birth and death.

Oh Mother, Father, beloved Friend, how shall we
call you? No words from our lips can adequately ex-
press the glory of Your causeless Mercy.

As a child is powerless to reach the birds in the
sky, similarly the words uttered by our indolent lips
are powerless to even approach the true greatness of
Your Divine Grace.

We pray to Krsna, begging to grant us this boon
that one day we may be able to truly chant Your
Glories, the Glories of our beloved Spiritual Master.

Your loving, but unworthy servants at Your Lotus
Feet. ISKCON Berlin
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Boston

Dear Beloved Savior, Eternal Jagad-guru, O Sweet
Srila Prabhupada---

We beg that you be so merciful as to accept our
humble obeisances, a thousand times, and again and
yet again. We have taken shelter under the dust of
Your Lotus Feet, laying our lives at Your Nectar
Feet of Gold. You are Divine Loving Kindness per-
sonified. You are an unlimited ocean of Spiritual
Blessing for all living entities, because You see the
Naughty Cowherd Boy, Govinda, everywhere. You
descend to this hellish world from the Eternal Realm
of Goloka Vrndavana just to teach us about our real
selves and our relationship with Sri Krsna, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. You are the resplen-
dent reservoir of all Transcendental and mundane
knowledge. You are fully serving Lord Caitanya and
Your Supreme Spiritual Master, Sg;'ila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada; therefore, You are
pure and free from all material dirt.

All Glories to Your Saving Grace,
Golden Son of Caitanya’s race,
Freeing us all from voidist den,
Defeating rascals with a poet’s pen.
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Ten billion trillion glories to You, Srila Prabhupida,
Personal Savior of us and our Godbrothers every-
where.

Hearing Your perfect instructions to follow in the
footsteps of the great devotees of the past, our hearls
melt to hear the nectar which flows unceasingly
from Your golden lotus-like lips. Will we ever really
hear the delicious wave of sound which You have so
mercifully delivered to us? Hare Krsna/ Hare Rama.

We, Your surrendered students of ISKCON Boston,
are just beginning to learn how much You've given
us. We are ashamed to admit that we don’t appreciate
You nearly enough. We want to apologize for not
assisting you so nicely. We feel we’ve actually been
a detriment to the spreading of Lord Caitanya’s Holy

Movement. Thus we pray for an increased desire to |
serve You. We want nothing except to engage

eternally in the Transcendental Loving Service of
Radha and Krsnpa.

You have given us each day our real life, learning
how to serve.
Thank you, dear Spiritual Father, for holding our
hands while we learn to walk.

ISKCON Boston







I:; snow storm of Kali-yuga 1s falling with great
force and mountains of jealousy, envy, hatred, lust,
anger, and greed are forming all over the planet. In
the midst of this snow storm a mango tree has arisen
hearing the sweel nectar of love of God. This mango
tree has spread some very wonderful seeds and now
we see little mango trees beginning to grow around
the world bearing lhe same sweet nectar of love of
God. 1t appears as if a miracle has taken place on this
planel. Sweel nectarcan mango fruits are growing
amidst a violent snow storm.

This mango tree must have some divine potency
in that it can defy the laws of nature in such a way.
Not only that, this mango tree is producing excessive
amounts of fruits and distributing the sweet fruits
to all the unfortunate souls who are living amidst the
storm. As a result, in many parts of the world we
are finding mango orchards and by some miracle the
mountains of snow are melling in these areas. Who
18 this wonderful swecl, compassionale, and beautiful
mango trce? H is you Srila Prabhupada. You are the
most wonderful, sweetest, most compassionate and
beautiful person on this planet. You are producing
thousands of offspring who are developing your self-
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same qualities: like father like son (and daughter).
It is truly amazing that your good self is fathering
the brahmana class back to life. People agree that
there are seven wonders of the world, yet we believe
that you are more wonderful than all of them put
together. So wonderful are you that words musl be
invented to describe your glories.

Your heart is a garden of blossoming flowers of
bhakti, scented with the aroma of the highest love
for Radha-Krspa and all souls. Your veins nourish
the garden with waters composed of all good qualities
of the human being and these waters are again
pumped throughout your heart nourishing you in a
way to act for the benefit of all human kind. Your
mind is Vrndavana because Lord Krgna never leaves
Vrndivana and Lord Krsna never leaves your mind.
Love of God is the picture of your person as you
exhibit perfection in every action. Perfection means
cent per cent surrender at the lotus feet of Lord
Krsna. Perfection means $rila Prabhupada.

We were all sunk in the canyons of delusion,
thinking ourselves majestic kings and queens loving
all humanity. Yet we had no good qualities, not even
one, though we thought we were perfect. And how



Buffalo

did we understand we were not perfect? We placed
ourselves next to you and we saw perfection per-
sonified in living color. It is just like the wives of
the demigods who, thinking themselves to be very
musically talented, became embarrassed of their mu-
sical qualifications upon hearing Kysna’s flute. Next
to you Srila Prabhupida, any good qualities we .
thought we possessed seemed to disappear and we '
realize now that such a saint as yourself should not
allow himself to associate with such debauchers, as
much as the stool room is never connected with the
temple. Yet because you have perfect vision of tran- -
scendence and are firmly situated beyond all duali-
ties, you have accepted us as part and parcel servants
of God, and have agreed to take us back to the Lord’s
eternal kingdom.

What is the value of our lives and possessions? We,
who are eternal, full of knowledge and bliss have
identified with this temporary body full of ignorance
and therefore we are struggling just to remain in your
mercy ocean. Thousands of our lives cannot equal
one moment of your presence on the planet. You
are worthy of praise, even by the demigods, just as
Krsna told the gopis there would be no way he could
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Buffalo

repay them, so there seems to be no way to repay
you. It is due only to the inconceivable causeless
mercy of the Supreme Lord Krgpa that we filthy
specks of dirt floating aimlessly throughout the
three worlds, have finally been allowed to take
shelter at your lotus feet, you who are the most dear
to Krsna. Now our only desire is to serve you
eternally, but unfortunately we are without capabili-
ties. Please let us fall under yo'ur steady and knowing
gaze. You can show us all how to bathe in that ocean
of love of Krsna. And because without that ocean
there is no meaning to our existence, without you
our lives are worthless. Please help us to serve you
better, dear Srila Prabhupada, please help us to hang
on to your lotus feet. We all love you very much be-
cause you are bringing sunshinc into our hearts and
because you have allowed us lo be your servants.
How wonderful it is that ugly ducklings have been
allowed to associale with a beautiful swan! Though
we are surely among the most fallen souls in the
three worlds, in our hearts dwells only love and
complete faith in your Divine Grace.

ISKCON Buffalo
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Cleveland
A "
MOST INADEQUATE OFFERING AT TIHE ‘
LOTUS FEET OF HIS DIVINE GRACE A.C.
BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI PRABHUPADA ON -
THEAWONDE‘RFUL OCCASION OF HIS APPEAR- ‘
ANCE DAY, SRI VYASA.PUJA.
-

O, Most Merciful

Captain of the soul,

This lonely ship was floundering,
Upon some dark tamasic shoal.

But from a secret mellow place

You've come to still the gale,

And with transcendent soothing words
You've gently filled our sail.

O Incorruptible

Keeper of the chart,

Eternal pounding waves of Time

Would soon have torn our craft apart.
But staunch and mighty admirals

Have sent you from the east,

To bend our course and mend our hulls,
And give our tortured minds relief.
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Oh, the Indomitable

Defender of the mast,

Your Grace is at the tiller

And our progress now is sure and fast.
Though we, your crewmen, are clumsy,
You have faith in us somehow,

You have given us the morning watch
And placed us at the bow.

Oh, Most Magnificent

Master of the ship,

The final profit, you have taught,
Will more than justify the trip.

You say we’ll set our anchor down

In a land of incessant joy,

Where eternal lives reflect the love

of a Golden Maid and a Blackish Boy.

Oh, Tender Perfect Captain,

Plecase bless this novice crew,

That we may find our sea legs 500 1jum
And see this voyage through.

Please kill within our clouded minas,
Any thoughts of mutiny,

So we may enter that Vrndavana la™
which lies beyond this fearful sea.







Denver

Ihroughout our childhood and into our youthful days we watched the world around us. In the schools we heard
the instructions of our teachers; how artfully they skirted our questions concerning ourselves and the nature of
life around us. “A tale told by an idiot . . . signifying nothing” echoed from the podiums, announcing the
philosophy of the time upon our straining ears, left us baffled and angry, aimless in our wandering. Daily the
tension increased, gripping our stomach in a tight knot of fear and desire, as hot and cold war raged uncontrollably
on every level of society. Scientific advancement promised the golden age but produced instead the plague of
pollution, boasting the power to destroy the world ten times over by the mere pushing of one red button. Politicians’
passionately pledged the final solution but retired instead fattened by the bloodand tears of their ‘welfare state!
Even the priests, the representatives of religion, also fell free to the tide of lust, anger, false knowledge, and
hypocrisy, leaving the churches and temples only as social centers. From our parents’ mouths we heard the final
cry, “No one knows the meaning of life; you had better not ask.”

You stood alone, the great soul, untouched upon your island of transcendental purity, as the whole of humanity
swirled at the lip of the seething whirlpool of material lust. Braving the lowest depths of Maya’s prison you, with
the light of your radiant knowledge, pierced the darkness and we followed you through the maze-like corridors—
into the sunlight. The fever of Maya’s bite maddened us, but with your cooling strokes of transcendental sound
you pacified our lust-crazed hearts, nursing us back to health. With fathomless patience you led us to the bank and
let us drink of the ocean of Caitanya’s mercy. Still we cannot see the greatness of your lotus-like heart, nor can we
understand your causeless mercy.

You have found us wandering among the crows, picking through the garbage, the chewed remnants of the stagnant
material world. You are the Paramahamsa, the topmost swan-like devotee of the Lord, teaching the art of picking

#  nectar, even from the refuse. Only by your association can we learn this art, only by your mercy can we make any
advancement in spiritual life, only by your association can we fulfill the mission of life.
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Denver

In the Fourth Chapter, 34th verse of the Bhagavad-gita, Lord Krsna tells Arjuna that in order to learn the truth,
one must approach such a bonafide Spiritual Master, making relevant inquiries with submission and service. Only
such a self-realized, Krsna conscious Spiritual Master can answer all questions perfectly because by his own
deliberation and arguments he himself has realized the conclusion of all revealed scriptures, and has therefore seen
the truth. Because he is in the disciplic succession from time immemorial, beginning with Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Truth Himself, he is the direct representative of the Personality of Godhead and the Supersoul. Therefore by
serving such a bonafide Spiritual Master, one can serve the Lord directly thus opening the path to the Vaikuntha
world.

Lord Krsna confirms in the Bhagavad-gita, in the 18th chapter:

One can understand the Supreme Personality as He is only by devotional service. And
when one is in full consciousness of the Supreme Lord by such devotion, he can enter
into the Kingdom of God. (Bg. 18.55)

Some persons wrongly conclude that by dint of their mental power, meditational prowess, or by the study of
the Vedic literature that Kysna becomes accessible. But this is definitely denied by the Lord Himself in the
Bhagavad-gita. He says there:

The form which you are seeing with your transcendental eyes cannot be understood
simply by studying the Veda, nor by undergoing serious penances, nor by charity nor by
worship. No one can see me as I am. Only by undivided devotional service can I be
understood directly. Only in this way can you enter into the mysteries of My under-
standing. (Bg. 11.53 & 54)
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Denver

Srila Riipa Gosvami explains that “First class devotional service is known by one’s tendency to be fully engage..
in Krsna consciousness, serving the Lord favorably.” In other words devotional service means that one performs
activities which are pleasing to the transcendental senses of the Lord. Obviously, if a person desires to become t/**
servant of someone, his first business is to find out what the master wants, to find out whal pleases him. It is nc ‘
that one does just anything which happens to come to his mind, completely ignoring the desires of the master. That
is an absurd proposal. Similarly, devotional service to the Lord must be executed in knowledge of what Krsna wantem
Then it can be accepted as devotional service.

In conditional life, deluded by the three modes of material nature, it is impossible to know the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Who is completely transcendental to all this material world. Nor could we discover what
He wants hidden as He is by the curtain of maya (Bg. 7.25). From our situation it is impossible to estimate H
position. And that is why Krsna has given the instruction for our deliverance, which we found in the 4th chapt
of Bhagavad-gita. *‘You just approach a Spiritual Master . . .” Krsna says that in order to learn the truth, in order to
come to the platform of devotional service, we must contact such a surrendered soul, a soul already fixed up =
devotional service to the Lord. Such a great soul is 100% engaged in devotional service, and by sincere and stea
fast execution of his orders we can also attain this platform. Without following the directions of the Spiritual
Master we will surely fail, we will simply waste our valuable time.

-
This is confirmed in the Caitanya-caritamrta, where it is said:
“By the mercy of the Spiritual Master who is a pure devotee and by the mercy of Krsna one
can achieve the platform of devotional scrvice, there is no other way. -
And again:
“By the mercy of the Spiritual Master one is benedicted by the mercy of Krsna. Without the -

grace of the Spiritual Master no one can make any advancement . . .”
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So it is confirmed here, and supported in numerous other places in the revealed scriptures, that acceptance of
the shelter of the bonafide spiritual master is the crucial point in spiritual life. Without this connection with the
spiritual master there is no access to devotional service to the Lord, and therefore no connection with Krsna can be
made.

From the descriptions in the revealed scriptures, from the statements of the great devotees and acaryas of the
past, and from our own experience, O Srila Prabhupada, you are that great soul. You are the bonafide Spiritual
Master, the direct representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The truth which has baffled all our
attempts to discover, you have seen. You have smashed the false knowledge of the mental speculators and are
delivering the entire earth from the clutches of the heartless vacuum of the impersonalists. You are the mercy of
Sri Kysna Caitanya, delivering Krgna freely to whomever will take. Leaving aside all material considerations you
have completely surrendered unto the Lotus Feet of Lord Krsna, and are therefore the topmost cream of all great
personalities. By your pleasure alone we can be delivered, and by your displeasure no one can be saved. Our success
or failure depends entirely on your satisfaction. Therefore we are praying to Lord Krsna that by His mercy we may

surrender ourselves at your lotus feet. Please accept us as your most menial servants.
ISKCON Denver

Denver
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(Dur Dearmost Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our wretched yet heartfelt dandavats
- at your lotus feet.

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur once acclaimed that a
great prophet-acarya would come and spread this
essential life-giving movement around the world. So
you have come with a song for Krsna in your heart
and mercifully giving us the instruction, “Chant Hare
Krsna!” Now everyone is singing and dancing and
- relishing real pleasure, so distant from the singing

and dancing of the maya witch. We have seen how

one philosopher recently predicted that in ten years
- this Hare Krspa would spread around the world to a
majority of people. All this comes about by your
mercy.

Before you came our collective karma was as the
sewage in the gutter but still you have placed your
lotus feet in the mire of our hearts, out of great
compassion. Your feet are properly compared to the
==  sun.

“The sun’s great heat can purify

A sewer’s stale and rotten place.

Your lotus feet will rectify...

An impure heart comes clean and chaste.”



Detroit

May we eternally bow our heads at your lotus
feet and thankfully bathe in the glory there of
devotional service to Krgna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. As a family of real love and trust we
remain,

Your fallen servants,
ISKCON Detroit
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Omind seek the shelter of your guru,

Mind! Bow down to the one who comforts you.
Serve Him with devotion, cherish His blessing
For Krsna’s lotus feet in His heart He’s caressing.

He is thy father, thy master, thy friend;

Bow down at His feet, O mind, go again,

To your natural place, unknown to you now;
Press thyself to his feet and bow, O mind, bow!

His infinite love you do not comprehend.

You bathe in the stench of your thoughts which
offend,

Yet he has tolerance and a compassionate Nature;

So bow, mind, to the one God sent as your saviour.

Do not pick up some quarrel, be not, O mind, mean.

Lower than the dusty road’s grass, thy self, O mind,
deem.

Look not to exploit for your own worthless gain;

Bathe fully, O mind, in the rasa of the Name.

The S}xelter

of the Mind

O Mind, you have not one quality of a humble sadhu.
Your diabolical propensities you continuously prove.
Why wander the wasteland of wanton despair?

O mind for his shelter do not you have care?

O mind, thou are bondage and the cause of my fall.
On Prabhupada’s mercy you have failed to call.

I chained unto you—what more horrible fate!

O mind, call out for your guru before it’s too late!

All glories to our Spiritual Master Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to Sri Guru and Gouranga!

All glories to the Shelter of Lord Krsna’s holy name!
ISKCON Detroit

e B |
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nar Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. Krsna
has sent you to us to light up this material world
which is full of ignorance. The flowers which are
surrounding your neck relish the nectar of being
near and decorating a servant of Sri Krsna. Your
only business is to get the fallen souls out of the
darkness of this material world, and they are fuily
dependent on your causeless grace. You are leading
them on the blissful path back to Godhead, so we
wish to have no other desire than serving your lotus
feet. Only by being your child can one understand
the meaning of the spiritual father who leads his
child to the true purpose of life. But we are unable
to thank you or to give our proper respect for the
things which you are doing. We just hope that we
will be able to remember you in our aclivilies, and
that you find some joy in your spiritual children.

All G]ones tu Srila Prabhupada! ISKCON Dusseldorf













L]
Now caught in the net of my saviour who trawls the
oceans black,
- Bhﬁktf( just to please You, bringing your little ones
ack.

All glories, all glories, to Prabhupada, may you always
bless such a devoted soul,
And please give me strength to serve him always
fighting maya’s illusory goal.
ma As the greatest fisher this earthly planet has ever
known,
Let me please remain in Prabhupada’s giant catch,
helping other souls to go back to home.

Dear Lord, you send your greatest, who make the

path so clear,
o= Srila Prabhupada in his mercy has destroyed all there

is to fear.

If I praise and thank you for a million kalpas or
more,

That would never be enough for sending dear
Prabhupada to open the heavenly door.



Edinburgh, Scotland

So please dearest Lord, Gopala, I beg of you, let my
thanks be my loving work,

Never again my duty to deviate selfishly, give up
and shirk.

Eternally engaged in bhakti, a shining example at his
Holy Lotus Feet!

Guidance and shelter from my dearmost friend,

Perhaps some day again Lord face to face you'll let
us lovingly meet.

All glories to You,Sri Krsna.

All glories to their Holinesses in disciplic succession.

All glories to Your Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.
ISKCON Edinburgh, Scotland
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Srila Prabhupada, most precious soul, you have
picked me up from the ocean of suffering where [

ISKCON Edmonton

Edmonton
-
“Your h i b
our heart 1s more brave =
h il les...”
than a million eagles... -
iour heart is more brave than a million eagles O my Lord, your words are transcendentally pure; -
and Your lotus eyes are as pools of milk shining soft they are enchanting my soul, singing sweetly of the
like the autumnal moon. Celestial Herdsman, Gopala, by the clear waters of
Prabhupada, they say that the Himalayan moun- Yamuna. O Prabhupada, the Herdsman of my soul. -
tains are breathtaking and that the paintings of Spain May this spotless lotus of love grow upon the waters
bring tears to the eyes of the bcholders. But, my dear of my soul and with you as my Ferryman, let me
Guruji, they have not yet been embraced by your start the journey home.
compassion. Inexhaustible fountain of Divine Mercy O thou Srila Prabhupada, who are the refuge of all -
and soul-soothing peace is the thought of your cause- simple, sincere souls, our eternal father and friend,
less love and oceanic compassion for all entrapped in you are the kindest man in the world.
this prison house of illusion. Thank you, Prabhupada, Thank you. -

was dragged by the whirlpools of desire and lust and /) 7)0"’7-@0270%.' Gp/aﬂ« W/W/a'k'

battered against the scraping rocks a million times, 7% (2/."',7Z ) Gz, P / )/ o /:‘
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Frankfurt

1
s Srila Bhaktisiddhanta gave you your orders,
1 too have been ordered by you.
A Vaignava is he,
who makes others Vaignava.

2
Your order is clear, my duty set

The whole world must come to Caitanya’s feet.

Without your grace what can I do?
Worship your feet, your Divine Grace.

3
More merciful than the Lord Sri Krsna,
You came to give what the Lord cannot give.
Devotional service is Summum Bonum.

$ri Radhika is your friend.

4
Kali-yuga has one boon remaining
Your grace comes delivering the Holy Name.
By chanting the damned have all been saved
Including this Bhadravardhana.
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I shall guilelessly call upon the Holy Name
and see your order as my life and soul.

7

-
AP f "
—
5 !
Hare Krsna comes straight from Krsnaloka,
but with chanting I have no connection. -
Your grace has the right, you have the mace
Now keep me on Caitanya’s path.
G -
O when will that day come
when setting aside all thoughts
-

My Lord your glance is as cooling as the light from -

millions of moons

By your grace a blind man can cross a great mountain

I pray I may always remember those feet
not daring to gaze upon your lotus face.



Frankfurt

Our obeisances are unto your Divine Lotus
Feet again and again.

a While all is turmoil and bitterness, you
alone are pure and sweetly fresh.

o We are mangy dogs without qualification

OSt e]ecte nor any outstanding features, begging for more of
your infinite mercy.

O Srila Prabhupdda, our hearts are sore

from separation. Please engage us fully in your cause-
Ou less devotional service for all eternity.
8 Your obedient servants,

Your grace forgive my dumb probation : W&é Eé ,&4 s /5%4 Igl«m'

O the Evangelic Angel! Let me offer my soul at your
lotus feet.

“I have no shelter other than Srila Prabhupada™ L%MW M
/

Humbly prays Bhadravardhana.
ISKCON Frankfurt M/WW.VL,M?
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Gurukula
Our Dear Beloved Spiritual Master, Srila Prabhupada:

Iiease accept our obeisances, offered humbly at your Lotus Feet again and again,
and again. How can we ever express the gratitude we feel for the change in heart you have affected in -
us, by far the most fallen of all your disciples.

Sviritual rain of mercy drops On the road, door to door, You Who are past obligation -
Like diamonds of perfect Spreading Your Fame, Please fix us up at Your Lotus Feet—
Multi-faceted love. Chanting the Holy Names By Your causeless kindness, Mercy
Prabhupada distributing bliss of the Lord—All due to Delivered to such fallen souls as ourselves.
to us—undeserving fools. Your Causeless Mercy.

Prabhupada! The Eternal Ship of Service
You cast out demons of anxiety We are hauled from the ocean of To the Infinite Lord, Sr1 Krsna -
With a glance— Nescience into the blissful Who holds You most dear.
Your effulgence spreading Ship of nectar— All Glories to His Divine Grace!
Krsna premd, for miles Serving Your Lotus Feet

Around— Drawn eternally, forcibly

Your voice purifying whole cities— By your effulgent example.

You have caused a generation to

Sing for joy, O beautiful swan, flying ad

For Love of God, Krsna With such overwhelming knowledgé" 4

The Supreme Personality of Godhead.  And ease, leading us over ' ‘

A whole generation of bereft souls The treacherous ocean of mdyd,

stranded in the world of names, Please guide us Back Home.

Now on the streets,
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Gurukula

Krsna, Balarama, Ramacandra, Laksmana, Hanu-
man, Sita, and also a great devotee named Tulasi.
Hare Krsna!

Your servant,

Bhakta Sean

Dear Srila Prabhupiada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. It was very
nice of You to come here to America, because You
have saved all the people around this world. You are
bringing all the fallen souls back to where their con-
stitutional position is, to where they really were
before.: As a pure spirit soul, their constitutional po-
sition was as a servant of God. And You have made
all sorts of devotees around this world like sannydsis,
householders and brahmacaris,for them to become

self-realized.

Also, You are making a Krsna conscious school for
children all over the world to come to learn Krsna
consciousness, so that when you get older you won’t
have so much to worry about, and you won’t know
so much about karmi life, and then when you die
you either have 100% God consciousness, or half,
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and then go to the Spiritual Sky. Sometimes we g(ﬂ
on traveling saikirtana 1o preach love of God from
city to city. We lead aratrika, learn Sanskrit. Every
thing is based upon Krsna consciousness. All glorieﬂ
to Your blessings to bring us all back to Godhead. I

Your servant,
Ekendra ﬂ
Dear Srila Prabhupada, n

Please accept my humble obeisances at Your Lotus '
Feet. I am very happy at Gurukula. We went o
traveling sankirtana for one week and it was very
nice. It was very nice of You to come here to the
United States, because You are so merciful. We have
children’s aratrike every morning, and we have si
boys in Gurukula now. We have made a very nicﬂ
vydsdsana for You to sit on when You come to see
us. You are so pure, Srila Prabhupida, that Yo
brought 3,000 devotees into the movement. That i; |
a lot. You are very powerful. You are teaching us ’
that love of Krspa is our only thing to do.
If You come, I will bow down at Your Lotus Feeﬂ
forever. At the airport all the devolces will bow

1






down too, only because You are so very nice and
are teaching love of Kygna all around the world.

I like saftkiriana because it cleans your hearl of all
the accumulated dust for years together. It is Lord
Cailanya’s movement. It makes you Dblissful and
happy. Gurukula is the only real school in the
whole world, beeause it teaches you how to chant
[lare Krspa and be happy. Thank you so much for
sctting up this school because now 1 can learn about
Krsna. Please give me some dust {rom Your Lolus
Feet and a flower from Your garland, and then 1 will
give You two shadow boxes I have made about the
risa dance and the fisherman who caught lord
Caitanya.

Your servant,

Dvarakadisadisa Brahmaeari
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Hamburg

eeing God is not so easy as you may think my
friend, without the light bulb you can’t even see your
hand.
2. Please understand that your eyes are not much
better than the beautiful eyes printed on the pea-
cock’s feather.
3. And your ear is practically on par with a tomb, be-
cause what are you hearing beyond the walls of this
room?
4. And your mind, what can you remember today, of
the things you said and did this same time yesterday?
5. Now you are thinking your intelligence is really
the thing, but at death where will you go and before
birth where had you been?
6. So it is a fact that we are all ignorant and fool num-
ber one, yet we dare to speculate and say where the
creation comes from.
7. In the beginning they say a chunk was floating in
space, somehow it exploded and everything fell into
place.
8. But where did this chunk come from and all of that
space? Have we any experience of a house just falling
into place?
9. Eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die, they
say that God is a fiction, a preposterous lie.
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10. But who can live a second beyond their own time
and who will be laughing at the time of their dying?
11. The whole world is drowning in a whirlpool of
matter, too dull to see spirit by the roar of their own
laughter.

12. You may be blind, ignorant and dumb, or aristo-
cratic, intelligent and very handsome,

13. But it is my duty to place before you this humble
submission as I've heard it from my guru.

14. Put all of your knowledge and intelligence aside.
Simply hear the message of Lord Caitanya and decide.
15. Associate with sadhus and hear their vibration. Be
always engaged in their service and achicve the highest
destination.

16. Do not count me, I have no perfection. Yourin-

telligence is to find the nectar in this pile of rejection.
17. Although I am unqualified and not fit to look

your way, I am thankful while offering, you have not

kicked me away.

18. I beg your pardon for taking advantage of your
Divine Grace. I will not disturb you further with my
attempts for your praise.

oo
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n the Nectar of Devotion, my dear Srila Prabhupada, You state that “Besides these (50 transcendental
qualltles of Lord Krsna), there are other transcendental qualities which are described by Lord Siva to
Parvatli in the Padma Puripa and in the First Canto of $rimad-Bhagavatam, in connection with a conver-
sation between the demlgod of the earth and the King of religion, Yamaraja. It is said therein: ‘“Persons
who are desirous of becoming great personalities must be decorated with the following qualities: truth-
fulness, cleanliness, mercy, perseverance, renunciation, peacefulness, simplicity, control of the senses,
equilibrium of the mind, austerily, equality, forbearance, placidity, learning, knowledge, opulence,
chivalry, influence, strength, memory, independence, lactfulness, luster, patience, ability to talk, gravity,
steadiness, faithfulness, fame, respectfulness, and lack of false egotism.” Persons who are desiring to
become great souls cannot be without any of the above qualities, so . . .

Your Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada is always reveal-
ing these qualities in Your everyday dealings with us.

I remember a time when You showed Y our quality
of
TRUTHFULNESS

You told us once that one time when You were a
little boy, You and Your friends went and stole some
watermelons and ate them. But while eating the
watermelon by chance You swallowed a watermelon
seed. Previously You had heard from someone that
if You swallow a watermelon seed, it will sprout and
grow in your stomach until you burst. So naturally
being quite innocent and naive You took it as true

and You became very frightened. You went to Your
mother and asked her if it was true, that if you swal-
low a watermelon seed it would grow in your stomach
until you died. She answered, yes, it was true. Then
You admitted to her what You had done and asked
her what to do. She replied that You should pray to
Krsna to save You. And You did and Krsna did save
You.

CLEANLINESS

One time Your Divine Grace came to Montreal to
take care of some immigration procedure and I was
to take care of You. So I was planning to wash Your
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clothing after You took Your bath. But when I en-
tered the room I saw that Your Divine Grace had
alrcady washed and spread all of Your cloth all over
the room to dry ana so in amazement I exclaimed,
“Oh Prabhupada, You washed Your own clothing!”
and You looked surprised and replied “If I don’t
show you the example then how will you know what
to do?” We were always fascinated also to see how
You always wash Your fingertips and mouth after
taking even a small morsel of prasidem. And You are
always mortified when You see any of us break some
rule of hygiene. Your Grace is so clean also in Your
mind because You never think badly of anyone or
find fault unnecessarily.

MERCY

When in India, in anger I made some loud noise in
my room and it disrupted Your Divine Grace’s lec-
ture. 1 was feeling very repentant about it and I was
so ashamed to come to see You the next morning to
apologize. You were so merciful when I told You
what I had done and You ecasily forgave me by say-
ing, “That’s all right, if I’'m not tolerant then how
will you learn to become tolerant?”
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PERSEVERANCE

Your Divine Grace told us that after You took
sannydsa in Your old age You were living in New
Delhi by Yourself. You were writing Your Srimad-
Bhagavatam and printing Back to Godhead news-
papers, and distributing literature and gathering mon-
ey. Then after some time one day You were walk-
ing down the street and somehow a bull struck You
and You fell on the street. Somehow You managed
to get back to Your rooms where You lay  there
without working or cooking for some days unable
to relieve Yourself. At that time You were wonder-
ing if You had done the right thing by leaving Your
comfortable home and taking sannydsa. But then
You were remembering the six gosvamis of
Vendavana. They were all very rich, learned and aris-
tocratic. But because Lord Caitanya instructed them,
they went to live in Vrndavana bereft of all comforts
just like mendicants. How much wonderful they
were. In this way by remembering the six gosvamis
You gained confidence and gradually recovered from
Your accident. So in spile of so much inconvenience,
You have pushed on.



RENUNCIATION (or becoming a sannydsi)

Your Divine Grace described very nicely in
Calcutta immediatcly after giving sannydsa Lo
Revatinandana, because he asked You what his duty
was as a sannydsa. Your Divine Grace replied—
“Sannyase means to give up Your planmaking for
sense gralification.”” Actually by this definition, even
though a person may be unable lo embrace the
sannydsa order of life, he can elevate himself to such
a position that he gives up his tendency for sense
gratificalion  simply by dovetailing his desires
to please the senses of Krsna. So by Your defini-
tion even a most degraded soul ean hecome elevated
and accepted as renounced.

PEACEFULNESS

Sometimes when 1 would have the opportunity
to be n the kitchen cooking for Your Divine Grace
we would peck through the door of Your room to
see what You were doing, and You would always
lock so peaceful, calm and quict, thinking about
something or looking through Your papers and
boaoks. To prolect Krsna [ have seen You become a
most stubborn adversary in some heated discussion






Hamburg

but on Your own account You are always willing to
overlook all provocation and simply say laughingly,
“That’s alright—give him some prasidam”™ and then
You nicely change the subject.

SIMPLICITY

In London last year one of the boys saw You go
from Your room for a shower wearing just a towel.
And he was happy to see that You were so natural
and simple. You are also simple in Your words, since
You always say, “Simply chant Hare Krsna and your
life will be sublime.”

CONTROL OF THE SENSES

Once upon a time there was a feast and You gave
a lecture saying how people think that they are God.
After the lecture the feast was brought out and You
were given a tremendous plate of prasddam. You
just looked at it, then You looked up and said, “I
can’t eat all of this—I’m not God. > Everyone laughed
and You distributed the prasddam to everyone.

EQUILIBRIUM
As I mentioned before many crazy boys came to
You in the beginning. So one time one of Your stu-
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dents asked You for $15 for gasoline so that he
could burn himself and commit suicide. So You
asked the treasurer to come. Then You asked the
treasurer, “Have we got $15 for this boy to buy
gasoline?” The treasurer, knowmg the boy’s inten-
tion, said, “No, Srila Prabhupada.” So Your Divine
Grace calmly told him that he’d have to wait. In
this way although people come to You with the
craziest motives still Your mind is always fixed on
Krsna and You do not care to deviate.

AUSTERITY

In Bombay You were eating very little and be-
cause I was the cook I often wondered if it was due
to my bad cooking. When I asked You why You
were cating less these days, You replied “Because 1
am less hungry. Throughout my life 1 have tasted so
many tasty dishes. Now I'm an old man. I have no
more desire to enjoy so many varicties of tastes.
Whatever you bring, it is very nice and I will accept
it.”

EQUALITY
Of course not everyone and everything is equal but
You see everyone and everything transcendentally,



*® which means anyone can perform devotional service
to Krsna. The mother is not better than the child,
the husband not better than the wife. How often I've

om heard You say, “You are dancing, she is dancing, you
are singing, she is singing, you are cooking, she is
cooking, so what is the difference between you and

- her? To Krsna you are the same.”

FORBEARANCE
In the beginning of Your movement many of Your
== students were not very serious but You always toler-
ated all their offences against You or Krsna, under-
standing full well that it was sheer ignorance on the
o part of these westerners. Yet inspite of all short-
comings You gradually elevated all of them. You
asked them not to smoke but You knew it was not
possible for most of them to give it up so You toler-
™ ated it. You said that “You must understand that
smoking is not good for spiritual life so you must
stop, and you must think that my Spiritual Master
wm says I should not smoke. So instead of smoking one
pack of cigarettes in a day, smoke two, one in the
morning and one in the evening.”



Hamburg

PLACIDITY

When You came to London ast year, while on the
plane, a tooth fell out of Your mouth, but You re-
mained completely calm, and no onc could even tell.

LEARNING

We heard that while Your Divine Grace was in
London You met with very big intellectuals and that
You defeated them in arguments in philosophy and
religion.

KNOWLEDGE

In New York a long time ago, at the end of Your
lecture, a boy came forward and asked if a person
who is Krsna conscious knows everything. “Yes,”
You replied. “Then,” the boy continued, “if You
know everything why don’t You let the scientists
know the cure for cancer. After all they are strug-
gling so hard to find the cure.” “Yes!” You replied,
“just chant Hare Krsna.” In this way You revealed
how You are in full knowledge by always giving the
perfect answer to each question.
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much dancing. You were on Your feet jumping but
when You saw this You immediately arrested the
man bodily. The man was so frightened that he re-
coiled into some dark corner.

MEMORY

One time You were telling us something You had
remembered when You had been a tiny baby in Your
mother’s lap. Your memory is perfect because You
always remember Krsna.

INDEPENDENCE

Since You are fully surrendered to Krsna, under
the Lord’s protection, You are completely free to
act on behalf of Krsna in any way He sees fit.

TACTFULNESS

George Harrison was telling You one time that
“Everyone says their way is the right way. So how
to know who is the right guru?” You replied, “I'm
not saying I’'m right. We say everything belongs to
Krsna. So that a person who is giving everything to
Krsna, he’s right, and that person is Krsna’s represen-
tative.” So George Harrison ended up giving You
$19,000 to finance the first printing of the Krsna
Book.
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LUSTER

Years ago You were taking Your morning walk
with Purugottama and a policeman was watching
You. He approached Purusottama and said, “Hey,
that Man is glowing.”

PATIENCE

At an engagement in a Boston University, after
the lecture You asked if there were any questions.
One hoy stood up and began expounding how he was
God and ceveryone was God, etc. etc. for quite a long
time. You simply sat listening. At the end of ten
minutes the boy had exhausted his scope and so he
sat down. Then some seconds later You asked, “You
arc God?” The audience burst into laughter.

ABILITY TO TALK

You can talk so nicely that this whole movement
is existing on the strength of Your talking. You
speak into the microphone, it is recorded, then
someone transcribes, then it is compiled and edited,
composcd, made ready for the printer, printed by
ISKCON PRESS or Dai Nippon, then it’s distributed
and money is spent for maintenance and repeating
the process by printing another book. Our society is
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therefore resting on Your ability to speak so nicely
on Krsna’s behalf.

GRAVITY

1 remember one time in Bombay when our future
was hanging up in the air and all the devotees on this
first World saikirtana gathered in Your Divine
Grace’s little room just to see what Your plans
would be and how things were to change or take
shape. But Your Divine Grace talked some business
with Rsi Kumara and then everyone waited for You
to give each some specific assignment. But You re-
mained silent rubbing Your head. Everyone was wait-
ing to speak to You privately but no one left Your
room. Finally You opened Your Lotus eyes and
said “That’s all, don’t expect anymore.” You would
not disclose Your mind although You are always full
of plans.

STEADINESS

An old devotee said that You once told him that
You went across the entire ocean at a very old age to
a strange country, and you didn’t fall into maya.
“But,” You added, “if you did that you would.” So
in spite of so much change and hardship still You
have remained constant and steady.
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FAITHFULNESS

Your Spiritual Master His Divine Grace
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati asked You in Your first
meeting to preach in the English language. And al-
though You remained in householder life for many
years and did not have His association, still You re-
mained loyal, always thinking about Him. You've
told us “I never for a moment forgot about my
Spiritual Master from the first time I laid eyes on
him.” And in Your old age finally You are executing
Your first duty to Him.

FAME

In India there are so many sannydsis but here
there is just Yourself so You have become so well-
known for preaching the message of Krsna. And re-
turning to India You have also become famous there
on account of becoming famous in the West. Every-
one is amazed by what You have been able to do in
spreading the message of Lord Caitanya all over the

world.
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RESPECTFULNESS

Lord Caitanya recommended that one should be-
come free from false pride not expecting anything
for himself but giving all respects to others. Because
Your Divine Grace is respectful to everyone including
the ant, therefore You are also always treated re-
spectfully by others.

LACK OF FALSE EGOTISM

Riding back to the temple from an engagement at
the papdal in Calcutta, a nice man was praising Y our
Divine Grace so highly. He was saying things like
“You must be Krsna Caitanya Himself appcaring
again for the benefit of the most fallen souls of the
West, because otherwise no one could accomplish
what You have been able to do, by changing the ways
of the Western boys and girls.” He went on and on
sincerely praising You to the heights and You heard
him. Then You interrupted him and said, “Ch my
dear sir, I am nothing, please give me your blessings.”
I was so much touched by Your humble attitude and
lack of egotism; although You are the Greatest Soul
in the Creation. You are asking for the blessings of
some ordinary person.

ISKCON Hamburg
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhiitale
srimate bhaktived@nta svimin iti namine

namas le sarasvali-devam gaura-vagr-pracirine
nirvisesa-§inyavadi-pascatva-desa-larine

ear Master: We, your disciples here al New
Navadvipa, olfer our worthless obeisances unto your
Lotus Feet and pray that you keep us eternally in
Your service.

All of us in this country have spent many years in
the slaughter-houses called schools under the pretence
of gaining knowledge, These queslions were not dis-
cussed: Who are you? What is this life? What is its
purpose? If an aspiring student asked these questions,
no answer was given. No one knew the answer and
no one cared to know. Yet. these unanswered ques-
tions crealed unrest in our parents’ and teacher’s
minds anddisturbed their lopsided efforts to gain
and maintain the maximum in material comforts.

Dissatisfied with schools and the worthless knowl-
edge taught there, we abandoned them to enjoy like
animats, engaging in unrestricted sense gratitication.
Finding no satisfaction, many of us resorted to
intoxication in order Lo annihilate ourselves. But by
the Grace of God we were pulled off the incessant






Honolulu

seesaw of bhukti and mukti. We were blessed with
the association of Srila Prabhupada, our Spiritual
Master. It is only through the grace of a pure devotee
of God that a conditioned soul can take up the
positive practice of devotional service and transcend
the desires for sense gratification and liberation
(annihilation). His gift is real knowledge; knowledge
of our eternal identity, our relation with this world
and our relationship with God. He has taught us the
distinction between spirit and matter and has shown
us practically that our eternal function as spirit soul
is to serve. Not to serve these material bodies, but to
serve Krsna, the Supreme Person, the controller of
both spirit and matter. Srila Prabhupada, through
his causeless mercy, has opened our eyes by teaching
us to chant Hare Krsna and hear Krsna’s pastimes
in Srimad-Bhagavatam. He has given us the highest
teaching: Krsna's own words in Bhagavad-gita. He has
engaged us here in New Navadvipa Temple in wor-
shiping the Deities of Lord Caitanya, Lord
Nityananda, Sri Advaita, Gadadhara, and Srivasa.
He has given us worship of Srimati TulasT devi and
let us place her flowers and leaves on Lord Caitanya’s
Lotus feet.

He has let us help spread this benediction of Krsna
consciousness all over the world through Lord

78 [Sri Vyasa-plja



Caitanya’s safikirtana movement. He has given so
many people new life. We must accept the chance he
has offered. If we do not, then His mission will not
suffer, we will suffer. If we do, then we can rejoice
in the wonderful light Srila Prabhupada has showered
on a dark world and, taking shelter at his lotus feet,
find eternal peace in the constant service of God’s -
pure devotee.

Srila Prabhupada, we offer our worthless obei-
sances unto your Lotus Feet and pray you keep us

eternally in your service. ISKCON Honolulu
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k have too long hesitated in finding full shelter at Sri Gurudeva’s Lotus Feet. Let us not be miserly in our
approach of Sri Gurudeva’s Lotus Feet, but rather lct us prostrate ourselves corporally, mentally, and verbally,
clinging ever more dearly to His Divine Grace.

My Spiritual Master has not advised the watering down of His Guru Maharaja’s Divine Instruction. As such, He
remains the All-Merciful transparent via medium to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, Whose instruction
is ever-fresh, “an imperishable science of Yoga.”

My Spiritual Master has blessed us with the pure teachings of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. He has called upon us
to keep ever within our throats the Holy mahamantra—Hare Krgna Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna Hare Hare / Hare Rama
Hare Rima, Rima Rama Hare Hare. He has directed us to $ri Nama for the pure purpose of devotional service to
Lord Krsna. My Guru Mahardja has not directed me to Sri Nama for sense gratification, economic development,
religiosity, or liberation, but only for the transcendental pleasure of the Supreme Person, Sri Krsna. He has said,
“Qur liberation is transcendental loving service to Lord Krsna.” (jive-svariipaya nitya-krspa dasa). The Caitanya-
caritamrta confirms the super-excellence of hari-kirtana, glorification of the Holy Name, as the Yuga-dharma.
“A person who chants the Holy Name of Krspa once can counteract Lhe resultant actions of more sinful activities
than he is able to perform.” Let us, therefore, pray for the Divine Mercy of Lord Hari to remove all the doubts and
weaknesses of heart so that our service to Srila Prabhupida will not discredit his invaluable contribution to this dark
planet.

Sri Bhagavin, Krsna, declares in the Bhagavad-gita (18.66): “Give up all varieties of religiousness, and just
surrender unto Me; and in return I shall protect you from all sinful reactions. Therefore, you have nothing to fear.”
My Guru Mahardja has not asked me to hesitate in any way in fulfilling Lord Krsna’s desire. Rather, He has said of
Arjuna: “Although he could understand that his duty to fight was awaiting him, still, on account of miserly weak-
ness, he could not discharge the duty.” (Bhagaved-gita p. 66)
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The aspiring devotee, free from delusion, does not rely upon his feeble strength to free himself from material
affection. Krsna says, “This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material nature, is difficult to
overcome. But those who have surrendered unto Me can easily cross beyond it.” (Bg. 7.14) Let us become fully
absorbed in carrying out His instruction, this being our only tapasya. “When one’s intelligence, mind, faith and
refuge are all fixed in the Supreme, then one becomes fully cleansed of misgivings through complete knowledge,
and thus proceeds straight on the path of liberation.” (Bg. 5.17)

Let us, therefore, disregard our past and futurc and follow the example of Prahlada Maharaja given us by Srila
Prabhupada. In Srimad-Bhdgavatam, Prahlida Mahirdja offers the following prayer to the Lord: “My dear Lord
Nrsimha, if I can be elevaied to the position of Your servant, then it will be possible for me to hear about Your
activities. You are the supreme Friend, the supreme worshipable Deity. Your pastimes are transcendental, and
simply by hearing of them one can counteract all his sinful activities. Therefore, I shall not care for all those sinful
activities because si nply by hearing about Your pastimes I shall get out of all contamination of material attach-
ment.” (Bhag. 7.9.17) Therefore, let us become firmly attached through affection to Srila Prabhupada’s Lotus Feet.
Let our faith become steady in happiness or distress, success or failure. Sri Gurudeva may be approached as He has
indicated, by fulfilling His instruction without deviation. My Spiritual Master has instructed me to give submissive
aural reception to the Supreme Person, Krsna, with single-pointed attention, that I might, by His causeless mercy,
realize the Supreme Personality of Godhead within the pages of Srimad-Bhagavatam. gn]a Prabhupada states in a
purport of the same literature: “One should hear Bhagavatam with rapt attention from the real person and then
only he can at once realize the presence of Lord Krsna in every page of the Bhagavatam. The secret of knowing
Bhagavata is mentioned here. Nobody can give rapt attention who is not pure in mind. Nobody can be pure in
action who is not pure in eating, sleeping, fearing and mating. But somehow or other if somebody hears with rapt at-
tention Srimad-Bhagavatam from the nght person and at the very beginning of it, one can assuredly see Lord Krgna
in Person in the pages of Bhagavatam.” (Bhag. 1.3.44 purport) In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says: “My dear
Arjuna, O winner of wealth, if you cannot fix your mind upon Me without deviation, then follow the regulative
principles of bhakti-yoga. In this way you will develop a desire to attain to Me.” (Bg. 12.9)
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Lord Krsna has causelessly sent us His mercy incarnation, the Spiritual Master, and now we need simply execute
these instructions of Guru Maharaja without any interpretation of our ever-faulty cognition. The Srimad-Bhagavatam,
10th Canto, 14th chapter, 8th verse, states: “My dear Lord, any person who is constantly awaiting Your causeless
mercy to be bestowed upon him, and who goes on suffering the resultant actions of his past misdeeds, offering You
respectful obeisances from the core of his heart, is surely eligible to become liberated for it has become his rightful
claim.”

Arjuna, being very much confused about his duty, accepts Lord Krsna as his Spiritual Master.“Now I am confused
about duty, and have lost all composure because of weakness. In this condition I am asking You to tell me clearly
what is best for me. Now I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct me.” (Bg. 2.7)
Arjuna, the perfect disciple, is humbly submitting to Krsna, the perfect Spiritual Master, to explain “clearly what is
best” for him. Srila Prabhupada is clearly our “ever well-wisher.” As such, He knows our real self-interest and is
instiiling within us the desire to please both the Spiritual Master and Lord Krsna. The Vedas say that only to one
who has unflinching faith in both the Spiritual Master and Lord Krgna are all the truths of the Vedas revealed.

O, servant of Om Vigpu-pada Paramahamsa $ri Srimad Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati Gosvimi Prabhupada, Divine
Messenger of $iT Krgna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, I offer my most respectful obeisances unto Your Lotus Feet again
and again. Please forgive our many offenses, and keep us ever-determined in Y our service.
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———lt is his kindness.

or taking us under his wing like a father eagle and
now that we can fly a little bit we shouldn’t become
forgetful that our father is ever ready with life-giving
instructions. I ask myself, what do I feel in my
heart for my spiritual master. I'm finding it very
hard to be me. I can safely conclude that I feel
nothing at all. And I’'m seeing that inside all that I
have is a collection of thoughts that I've received
from others. I've found that I depend on others for
strength, for guidance and that I really don’t have
anything to say which I can find to be my own. We
all have a fund of knowledge on the surface but some
situations and occasions demand that we have to go
beneath the surface and really be honest with our-
selves. Externally we can label different things and
deal with different situations according to this fund
of knowledge that we may have. But sometimes we
have to go deeper inside and this process can be
hard. So let us first consider our actual position.
There are many different formulas for happiness in
the material world to choose from. We can take any
course we desire to take, but those wise and thought-
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ful, inquisitive and innocent men and women will
be caught by the ears and caught by the heart when
they hear of the wonderful pastimes of Radha and
Govinda from the factually realized soul. Those in-
telligent men will seriously consider the formula for
happiness as given by His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and will follow
his instructions and seek the shelter of his feet and
hear what he has to say for he is actually possessing
real peacefulness and real humility. He is an indi-
vidual of great consequence because he has this link
with God and he is simply trying to carry out the
instructions of his spiritual master and instruct
others on how they can find that link with the
Supreme Lord—Krsna. There is a great ocean in
front of our house and it is very extensive and broad
and we cannot see the other shore. But this ocean
of pleasure and fullness that comes from the elernal
pastimes of Lord Krsna made visible through the
literary genius of Srila Prabhupada, our spiritual
master, makes this vast ocean appear insignificant
and unimportant. So our business is to become in-




-ruspeclivc and cver able to correcet ourselves, not
etting ourselves get puffed up by thinking that we
are greal, and also to learn how to fly and give our

=energy in Krsna’s service. Rather than demand recog-
ltion, altention or a pat on the back, we must go
within our own hearts in prayer and ask you for the

.._s’lr(*.ngth to serve, to make that link. And let us en-
leavor and conlinue to scrve Krsna, cach other, and
nyone clse who is soft-hearted enough to feel or
hope to understand the saintly art of self-surrender

=nto the hlessed feet of the pure devolee who is our
ver well-wisher. ISKCON Laguna Beach
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Los Angeles

e cé offer our most humble and prostrated obei-

sances in the shadow of the dust of the lotus feet of
our eternal preceptor and spiritual guide. We mean to
say that we fall to the ground and pray the merciful
suffrage of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, Jagadgurudeva, our spiritual
master.

Let all men hear our offering and understand the
purport thereof, lest they be doomed to remain for-
ever shackled and tortured by the stringent laws of
the kingdom of sin and ignorance. Only by obtammg
the mercy of Sri Gurudeva can the fettered soul gain
release from the perpetual sentence of misguided
existence. Only by the dawn of the rays of the lotus
feet of the spiritual master can the soul attain the
beatitude of contacting and living in the eternal
association of the holy name. The holy name is re-
vealed through the spoken words and every activity
of the spiritual master. By serving the spiritual
master one acquires eligibility for uttering the holy
name without offense. The only method of serving
the spiritual master consists in uttering the holy name

without offense in His company. The association of-
the spiritual master is the means of realizing the:
mode of life which is free from offense against the
holy name. If ‘one calls upon the holy name onlyss
once sincerely, within the grace of the spiritual mas-|
ter, he is freed from all worldly entanglements for
good, know this without doubt or fear. Seek ye that
person, find Him under any circumstance, give up all!
varieties of motives for existing, and simply surrender
unto His lotus feet.

The conditioned soul can only attempt to sincere-™
ly obtain the Mercy of Gurudeva. He has nothing
other to do. If he wants to do anything clse, he is
foredoomed to go astray and plunge into the bottom- o
less abyss of delusion. We are in utter need of re-
ceiving the Mercy of Gurudeva. We are completely
destitute and derelict. The sense of this, our dire
predicament, makes itself felt in its truly cffectiver'
form only to the person who is sincerely desirous of!
leading a life of which the sole object is to conduce
the blessings of Gurudeva by absolute, un(,ondluon-g-
al, reverential service to His instructions.
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Even the grossest sinner can be delivered by the
rspiritual master, let all misgivings be dispelled. By
voluntary consent, anyone can obtain the holy grace

of Gurudeva by the method of unconditional sub-
rmission. Furthermore, Gurudeva enables the bona-
fide aspirant to obtain the strength required for such
submission even in the otherwise impossible sur-
rtl)undings of this mundane world. Unknowable is the
zlory of the spiritual master; unfathomable are the
depths of his mercy. He walks amongst us, His every
ctivity manifested to our mundane vision, yet we
ﬂ‘mow Him not, Who has come here for reasons be-
yond our capacity to comprehend. Eternally a
mystery, forever eluding the mind’s circumvision,
urudeva shares our time for purposes no one knows.

Continual, unceasing recall of the holy name is

the means of deliverance for this dark age. This
ealization has indeed been seen by the grace of
urudeva, but it is not capable of being retained
except by the continual blessing of Gurudeva. The
rTxemory persists by the grace of Gurudeva. If scrvice

o Gurudeva is relaxed, the memory of the holy

1
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name also loses its spiritual significance. It is only by
the continuous and exclusive service to Gurudeva
that the divine event of the dawning of the holy
name remains manifest. The spiritual master is a
transcendental personality, and service to Him must
be performed on the transcendental plane. He can-
not be served by mundane notions or shallow,
punctilious observance of external conduct. Verily
by the method of unconditional obedience only is
Gurudeva actually served. This absolute state of
alert, conscious submission to the will and instruc-
tions of Gurudeva is the very essence of the trans-
cendental, super-excellent admission into the con-
gregation of the chanting of the holy names without
which all attempts and endeavors amount to nothing
more than fruitless toil, the sowing of seed on
barren land, the milking of a dried up cow.

Some may think that they are justified in adverse-
ly considering the transcendental position of the
spiritual master from the angular point of view of
their mundane plane. They are apt to think that if
Gurudeva really belongs to the transcendental plane,
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== His conduct would be of an extraordinary kind and

would also appear as such to all mundane spectators.
Empiricists expect miracles and are prepared to serve
o Only persons who are able to satisfy their atheistic
™ demands. They desire to be mystified by the super-
ficial display of miraculous powers and covet the
obtaining of boons in the shape of extended scope
= for the gratification of their sensuous appetites. But
Gurudeva lives above all expectations and concep-
tions of the worldling. It is no part of His business
= L0 satisfy any expectations of any mundane person.
Rather it is the sole duty of the worldling to try to
understand in a spirit of humility and reverence
why the spiritual master is the actual pure servant of
*the holy name without having to perform miracles
that are alone claimed to be recognized as spiritual
manifestations by unbelievers.

== Our words and offerings are hollow and vain at-
tempts in the matter of appropriately addressing
Gurudeva on this auspicious day of His appearance.
By dint of our unsubmissive and contaminated atti-
tudes, we are doomed to forever remain beyond the

boundaries of the abode of pure devotion to the
Lotus Feet of Gurudeva. We shall certainly forever
suffer and fetter the soul’s agony of separation from
the Holy Name because of our unwillingness and
inability to surrender to Gurudeva. But by this
simple creed of continuous, determined effort to
approach Gurudeva, by serving His Word, we shall
eternally take solace and envision that plane of
absolute transcendental ecstasy as seen through the
annointed eye of vainless, guileless, shameless service
to Gurudeva. Forever lost to death and darkness,
Gurudeva is our only life and light.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The undeserving residents of New Dvaraka-dhama,

ISKCON Los Angeles
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-$unyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine.

ust when the darkness of this material existence was closing in, when the influence of Kali was becoming more
and more marked, and when all hope of salvation seemed lost—just then a bright moon rose above the darkness —
the Moon of Caitanya!

Srila Prabhupida, You have brought Lord Caitanya’s Moon to the West to dissipate the darkness of ignorance
and establish eternal life of bliss and knowledge.

Due to the darkness our eyes had become blinded to the glory of Lord Caitanya. We had forgotten how to love
and were more interestcd in a life of gross sense gratification, enjoying like animals.

But now You are teaching us how to develop our eternal love for Krsna, how to expericnee a taste of the full
nectar for which we are always anxious. Now we are learning more and more what real satisfaction is. We are so
indebted to You, Srila Prabhupada. Please let us serve You for the rest of our existence and let us never leave the
shelter of Your Holy Lotus Feet. That is real satisfaction!

ISKCON Manchester
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aya!
All Glories to the assembled devotees!
All Glories to S$ri Guru and Gouranga!

]aya, Stila Prabhupada. What can we say except
that we love you, and we will always try very sin-
cerely to push on this great movement, that you
began just to relieve the suffering condition of the
world.

So let us be strong in observing the four regulative
principles and chant the Hare Krsna mantra untiring-
ly each minute of each day and in the end we will
return with you to our original pure life.

We offer our cternal obeisances to you.

All glorigs to our Gurudeva. Om visnu-pada parama-
harsa  parivrgjakdcdrya astottara-$ata s$ri Srimad
bhaktivedanta gosvami mahdraja prabhupada.

ISKCON Mexico City

Citsukhananda dasa
Candravali devi dasi
Chandrasekar dasa
Haihaya dasa
Narmada devi dasi
Rohinikumara dasa
Ujjal dasa
Ramgovinda dasa
Yamunajivana dasa
Indradeva dasa
Anantaacarya dasa
Vimalaprasada dasa
Chuek

Tungavidya devi dasi
Indureka devi dasi

Mexico City

Jagatananda dasa
Madhavacarya dasa
Prabodhananda dasa
Lalitaprasad dasa

Srivas dasa

Radharani devi dasi
Patrimaducanta devi dasi
Hugo

Lakshmipriya devi dasi
Kirtiraja dasa
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rila Rupa Gosvami has described in his Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu that there are six characteristics of
pure devotional service. His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada exhibits these characteristics in full as
he is situated on the platform of pure devotional
service.
Pure devotional service brings immediate relief
1from all kinds of material distress: Srila Prabhupada
is a soul completely surrendered to Krsna, a pure
devotee, the jagad-guru of this universe. Krgna states
in Bhagavad-gita, verse 66, chapter 18, “Just give up
all varieties of religiousness and surrender unto Me
and in return I will protect you from all sinful re-
actions. Therefore you have nothing to fear.” Srila
Prabhupada has given everything to Krsna—body,
mind and words. He is famous all over the world, is
always receiving valuable gifts, but uses nothing for
himself. He gives everylhing to Krsna, and so Krsna
has relieved him from all material distress. And by
his mercy, he has come to this western world on the
order of his spiritual master to give us the message of
Srimad Bhagavad-gita. Srila Prabhupada said when
he first came here that all his students were morose
when they came to him, but now they are chanting
Hare Krsna and dancing like jubilant peacocks. All
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Glories to His Divine Grace for he has relieved us™
from the miseries of material existence by giving us
the supreme opportunity to serve his transcendental
lotus feet. -
Pure devotional service is the beginning of all
auspiciousness: Srila Riipa Gosvami defines all-
auspiciousness as welfare activilies for all people
of the world. Srila Prabhupada is giving to everyone
the greatest welfare work—that which is eternal—love
of Godhead. By his infinite mercy he is distributing
love of Godhead to all the fallen souls of this Age of*™
Kali. Everyone in this material world is a fool number
one, bul Srila Prabhupada is giving everyone the
chance to get out of this most foolish and miscrablemm
position by giving us the prime benediction for
humanity at large: ST Krsna sankirtana. No one in
this material world can give us this greatest thing of
being able to render service to the Supreme Lord.™
Krgna says “Just try to learn the truth by approach-
ing a spiritual master, Inquire from him submissively
and render service to him. The sclf-realized soul canem
impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the
truth.” Without Srila Prabhupida there is no way to
become self-realized, as he is the transparent via_
media to Godhead. And thus Srila Prabhupada i



certainly performing the highest welfare work for all
humanity: distributing profusely to everyone, regard-
less of race, creed, color, pure love of God. All
Glories to His Divine Grace.

Pure devotional service automatically puts one in

transcendental pleasure: Riipa Gosvami says there

are three kinds of pleasure—material pleasure, the
pleasure of Brahman, and Krsna conscious pleasure.
Krsna conscious pleasure is the highest because
it is elcrnal, whereas the others are temporary.
Srila Pmbhupada is fully in Krsna consciousness
and therefore can never return to the material
platform. However attractive material life may
seem, he knows that it cannot be compared to
the spiritual Krspa consciousness activities. Srila
Prabhupada does not aspire after any happiness
of the material world, not even the yogic per-
fections. He is in knowledge that materiai happi-
ness is a little puddle compared to the happi-
ness of simply giving everything to Krsna. He
is in complete transcendenlal happiness as he
has surrendered everything to Sri Krsna. Srila
Prabhupdda has only one desirc and that is lo
always be engaged in service to his spiritual
master. All Glories to His Divine Grace.
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Bhagavad-gita it is stated how rare it is for one to

come to Krspa consciousness. ‘“Out of many
thousands among men, one may endeavor for per-
fection; and of those who have achieved perfection,
hardly one knows Me in truth.” One can perform so
many penances, austerities, give so much charity and
still not attain love of God. There is only one way to
achieve this ultimate goal of life and that is through
the mercy of the pure devotee, our beloved spiritual
master Srila Prabhupada. Pure devotional service is
so very rare and yet Srila Prabhupada has attained to
this stage by giving himself completely to the Lord,
and now, he is so kind, so humble, so very merciful,
beyond our conception, that he is distributing this
pure devotional service to us, the most fallen living
entities. All Glories to His Divine Grace.

Pure devotional service derides the conception of

liberation: Before Srila Prabhupada came to save

us, we were all in nescience, thinking that to be-
come one with the Lord was the ultimate, wanting
to give up all material possessions and simply merge
into the shining effulgence of the brahmajyoti. But
then Srila Prabhupada came and told us that im-
personal Brahman is not the ultimate, we do not

]Purc devotional service is rarely achieved: In
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have to give up our identities, we are all eternal
individuals, we are simply Krsna’s maidservants, we
should not give up all our possessions, but utilize all
our possessions in Krsna’s service, do not stop eating,
but eat only Krsna prasadam. All Glories to His
Divine Grace.
Pure devotional service is the only means to
attract Krsna: Krsna says that there is no means to
6attract Him except by transcendental loving ser-
vice. “One can understand the Supreme Personality
as He is only by devotional service. And when one is
in full consciousness of the Supreme Lord by such
devotion, he can enter into the Kingdom of God.”
(Bg. 18.55) Srila Prabhupada is so great, so mag-
nanimous. Krsna is the Supreme Pure. One must be
completely pure to approach Him. Srila Prabhupada
is a pure devotee of the Lord, he has given everything
to Krsna, simply out of love, and so Krsna has be-
come attracted by his love. Srila Prabhupada, out of
his unlimited mercy, has become our transparent via
media to Krsna. We are so fallen, so contaminated,
and yet, our jagad-guru has come to this western
world to give us the wonderful opportunity to render
some service to him, and by letting us serve him, he

94 /Sri Vyasa-piija



has given us everything. All Glories to His Divine
Grace.

The last prayer of Srila Viévanatha Cakravarti’s
Gurvastakam reads, “By the mercy of the spiritual
master one is benedicted by the mercy of Krsna.
Without the grace of the spiritual master no one can
make any advancement. Therefore I must always
remember my spiritual master. At least three times a
day I must offer my respectful obeisances to the
lotus feet of such spiritual master.”” So on this day
of Vyasa-piija, the appearance day of our beloved
spiritual master, we offer our obeisances, lying pros-
trated, millions of times, at the feet of His Divine
Grace Srila Prabhupida, who has all the good
qualities, but has one quality especially outstanding—
infinite unlimited causeless mercy. All Glories to His
Divine Grace. All Glories to His Divine Grace. All
Glories to His Divine Grace.

g

ISKCON Miami
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Te jagad-guru of the universe has come to save the fallen souls,
Has come to tell us that this life is meant for reaching the ultimate goal.
Guru Mahargja told Prabhupz’zda to preach Krsna's message to the western land,
To tell us that Krgna is the Supreme and to give us the helping hand.
Before Srila Prabhupada came to us our lives were spent each day ? Z' ( '
In sense enjoyment, speculation—ultimate decay.
Involved in sex life, drugs and drink; always full of frustration,
Feeling lost, lonely, miserable, looking for some mitigation. ﬂﬂ{ l,.ﬁ. “
And then Srila Prabhupada came to u;g to tell us of the Lord— 2’ eoph? "Lﬁ% T
That we are all His parts and parcels but that we’ve been allured Jc f
Into mdyd’s camp due to our constant greed and lust,

But that we can conquer these enemies simply by accepting the dust B 96-» P M%"/

Of the lotus feet of gurudeva, our saviour and our king,
Who has given us Krsna’s message and thus given us everything, \[Q !

Who has told us “Do not wast time i tal lati Pré“’m )

10 has told us “Do not waste your time in mental speculation, "

And do not care for yogic powers and ultimate liberation. GPD*U\Q @A&MA&, G g ;‘5.”

Simply chant Hare Krsna, dance, take prasidam and to everybody preach, W‘-

And by this simple process love of Godhead you will surely reach.”

Amnuddéa cea-d

So on this day of Vyasa- puja we would like to say ] MM"
That Srila Prabhupada has given us the only way / irnate Lan

To end our lives of degradation, misery and strife, P fwz% Las

By giving us the full knowledge, bliss and eternal life.

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada, All Glories to Sri Guru W '&0‘

Who's given us love of Krsna, a life all fresh and new, PEMO PRABHU W
We wish to offer our obeisances to you, Sf eve pk ApHU
Srila Prabhupada, our master, father, teacher and guru.

We fall down at your lotus feet and pray to always be P Aervma Aoa B roomachert
Engaged in your unalloyed loving service eternally. zZ / V- / %

ISKCON Miami .
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Oheloved master who gave us Krsna and His

sweet flute to revive our matter-worn minds.

Milking the cow of bliss and shaking the tree of
thought, which showers down sweet fruits, Bhagavata,
O Nectar.

Mercy kirtanas sent forth by you. Heals the
poison of greed and lust, opens up the heart to
Krsna’s tune.

Bringing to plastic man a sweet picee of nectar
which does he drink gets him off to Goloka spirit
world.

Out from maya’s dream oh deliverer, He’s helping
us to cheat maya, giving us Krsna when we seek the
darkness.

Thy plan is bold it calls the world a madhouse
and shows to everyone his true soul’s potentials.

So clear the knowledge from your lips how nice
the path of devotion is. A science far beyond this
universe you bring oh Deliverer.

Tomorrow freak assaults you plan upon. Maya’s
dreamland soon of course you will fan into a flame



Monterey

of love these dull coals of hearts which but for you
would linger ever in bondage to karma.

How is it that one finds such a green pasture, such
a nice herder to protect us from the dark dense

forest of delusion.
Truly only Krsna’s mercy. Kirtana, kirtana, hari-
kirtana brought by Sri Guru.

Jaya Radhe, Jaya Radhe, Jaya Radhe Sri Guru.
Bha]a Govinda, Bhaja Govinda, $ri Guru

Sri Guru watering the seed in our hearts.
ISKCON Monterey
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eCe can understand that Your Divine Grace is ever immersed in the transcendental mood of the gopis, rendermg
eternal loving service to the Supreme Personalily of Godhead Lord Sri Krsna. And because the Lord is ever re-
ciprocating with His pure devotees, Your personalily is so wonderfully decorated with the six opulences of Beauty,
Fame, Wealth, Knowledge, Power and Renunciation. But because of our wretched enviousness we are unable to
glorify You properly.

“yadyapi @dmdra guru caitanyera dasa

tathdpi janiye ami tarmhdra prakdsa”  (C.c. Adi 1.44)

Krsna Dasa Kaviraja said, “* Although I know that my Spiritual Master is the servitor of Sri Caitanya, yet I know
Him also as the plenary manifestation of the Lord.” So kindly be merciful upon us in accepting this offering.
Disregard our envious nature and accept only our most inward desire to somehow or other become the servants of
of the servants of Your sacred Lotus Feet.

We, Your children, prostrate ourselves at Your Divine Lotus Feet with hcarts broken by our inability to render
devotion and our lips murmuring words in praise of Your opulences.

In Your opulence of Beauty Your Body “is just like a mirror on which the reflection of Krsna’s beauty develops '
at every moment.” We pray at Your feet because they are Lotus and are never contaminated by their appearance in
this material world. Though they seem to be here on this planet, they have walked all the three worlds and tarry in
the Land of Vraja. They are ever traversing the Forest of Vrndavana in pursuit of eternal pastimes with that Great
Cowherd Boy known as Govinda, Krgpa. Because of this the dust which decorates Your feet is ever worshipable by
us. There is no greater beauty in this world than to see Your Lotus feet dance to the pounding of mrdaiigas and
karatdlas, displaying a beautiful choreography for the sweet pleasure of the Supreme Lord. You are dancing on the
heads of great modern demons who surely had Kaliya as an ancestor; ever dancing ecstatically, removing all anxiety
from the hearts of the devotees. Even the demigods come to pay homage at Your feet and garland them with
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*=respectful prayers; thus they confirm the statement of the Vedas that the Pure Devotee of Lord Krsna is glorified
all over the universe, even by great powerful personalities such as the demigods. All living entities are hankering after
a taste of the nectarine ocean in which Your Divine Feet bathe, because such a draught alone can quench the
meblazing fire of lust within the heart and plant there the tender creeper of devotion. By growing, this creeper will
reduce the fiery ocean of material existence to the size of a cow’s hoofprint in the mud. To take to the cooling
shelter of such transcendental feet is the conclusion of all revealed scriptures and the perfection of life:
- “guru krsnariipa hana $dstrera praméne
gururipe krsna-krpa karen baktagane”

“That the Spiritual Master is non-different from Krsna is the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures. Because
emit is Krsna only who delivers His devotees in the form of the Spiritual Master.”

As our unworthy eyes dare lift their gaze from the Lotus of Your Feet, Your Personal Beauty becomes revealed.
Resplendent, glowing, beyond the scope of words, our throats become choked up with indescribable longing Your
aicgs are like pillars of strength, they spring up like graceful tree trunks. Your finger is all auspicious: it points to

"he Vedic Way, it hums and glides over a million honey-colored beads, and it chastizes the disciple. Your mouth is
-he nectarine gate from which flows the ocean of mercy. To the demons Your words are as sharp as the pointed
beak of Garuda is to the heads of snakes; but to the devotees they are as honey which melts the heart.
™ Ceaselessly You are ever glorifying the Supreme Lord with Your words and songs, beautiful as clouds passing
icross the summer sky. And when Your oceanic smile uncovers the pearl of Your teeth the hearts of Your devotees
tingle with joy. Your eyes are as guileless as a child’s. They burn softly with the mood of the gopis and melt the
=gearts even of stonc-hearted men. Sometimes it is said that Your eyes become decorated with tears of ecstasy and
ears of compassion. And sometimes they display a girlish shyness.

All glories to Your Divinc Grace, the many features of Your beauty will remain the subject of discussion for

future generations. It is by Your beaut:y that Your dlsmple can glimpse into Your unalloyed heart and begin to
®nderstand Your Most Elevated position in the eternal serving mood of the Supreme Lord. Srila Prabhupada, kindly
_lease, forgive us our lack of appreciation for the transcendental qualities of Your Saintly Self.
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It is right that the devotees should flock from all over the world and gather about Your Feet like particles of |
dust that collect at the fect of the traveler. It is right that You should be glorified and garlanded with praises
because of the opulences which the Lord has Himself showered upon You, being pleased by Your activities.

Besides Your Beauty You are also adorned nicely with all other opulences. You are most famous. The world ™
knows You as the greatest devotee of Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and it is that fame, and }
none other, which is tinged with the Eternal. You arc the most prominent expounder of the Glories of the Lord
and therefore You bathe in His Glory. -

Although you want no material benefit still the Lord has laid down at Your feet so many palaces all over the
world and surrounded You with thousands of servants ready to serve Your slightest inclination.

In Your Opulence of Knowledge You have defeated all the modern atheistic scientists who search for a solution
to the material entanglement by investigating ever more elaborately the constitution of matter. Such rascals are the,
cause of further human bondage. Because of their unalloyed devotion to enviousness, they tear down the religious
principles and taunt the devotees of the Lord. Therefore, as the Lord Himself stated in the Bhagavad-gita, “When-
ever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O descendant of Bharata, and a predominant rise of ™=
irreligion—at that time I descend My Self.” “In order to deliver the pious and to annihilate the miscreants, as well;?
as to reestablish the principles of religion, I advent Myself.” Your Divine Grace comes in the disciplic succession
and because You deliver the Supreme Lord’s message unadulterated, the devotees accept that You are “to be oy,
honored as the Supreme Lord on account of Your being the most confidential servitor of the Supreme Lord. This
is acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities, therefore they offer their most respectful
obeisances unto You.” But the demons will not accept You and therefore they are getting more and more entangled
and will be destroyed eventually. The ruination of their plans is foretold by all Your activities but it is particularlyr'
inherent in Your opulence of knowledge, that shining lamp with which You are so kindly destroying the ignorance!
of the world. All glories to Your Divine Grace.

You are also the most powerful because You are empowered by the Supreme Lord Himself. You are powerful aspm
a lion. You have single-handedly twisted Kali-yuga out of its disastrous course and set humanity back on its
rightful path. You are defeating all the demons like a hurricane wind uproots trees. On Your shoulders rests the
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destiny of the world and yet You smile sweetly displaying the same ease as did Lord Krgna when He upheld
Govardhana Hill on the little finger of His left hand for eight days. Your immense strength is never used offen-
sively, for You are the tender father of the devotees. The touch of Your hand can be as soft as the touch of a
flower and as delicate as a soft spring breeze. Just as Prahlada Maharaja prayed to Lord Nrsirhhadeva, we pray to
You very humbly that You forgive the offenses that the demons are constantly committing against Your Lotus
feet, and against Your disciples.

But the most sacred and mysterious of Your opulences is that of Renunciation. And this quality You possess to
the highest degree. In the Bhagavad-gita it is said:

“Abandoning all attachment to the results of his activities, ever satisfied and independent,
he performs no fruitive action, although engaged in all kinds of undertakings.”

Your Divine Grace is forcefully stirring the world back to Home, back to Godhead, and the waves of Your
activities are affecting the farthest corners of the world, yet You remain peaceful, being constantly immersed in
transcendental thoughts of the Supreme Lord. To the materialist who cannot understand unalloyed devotional
service to Krsna this is the most puzzling and incomprehensible thing. But the devotee knows that without this self-
sufficient independence there is no real value to any endeavor. So our Divine Master, we, your fallen servants, offer
our most sincere homage to Your Lotus Feet.

Srila Prabhupada, You are a great king adorned with all opulences and godly qualities. You sit amongst Your
subjects like the powerful sun sits amongst the stars, illuminating each one. Your Mercy is as cooling to the world
as the pouring of a cloud unto the forest fire. So on this most auspicious day of Your appearance, a day which will
be ever celebrated in the annals of the universe, Your most insignificant disciples offer this humble praise to Your
Transcendental Self. Kindly please accept such an unworthy effort. For ourselves we ask only that You allow us to
always remember the instruction of Lord Krsna to Uddhava,

“The Spiritual Master must be accepted not only as My representative but as My very Self.
He must never be considered on the same level with an ordinary human being.”
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™ We know that remembering this we will be able to engage in unalloyed service to Your Most Divine Feet. All .

glories to Your Divine Grace. ISKCON Montreal
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

e are offering our respectful obeisances unto the Lotus Feet of His
Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada He has been so kind to us by gwmg us the highest

gift in this world: engaging us in His service in serving Krsna. He is so merciful,
always encouraging everyone to become happy by joining lhis nice movement.
Our only desires have become to serve Him more and lose the attraction for the
allurements of maya.

Our respectful obeisances unto You, Srila Prabhupada!
ISKCON Munchen
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New Orleans

l \ Il Glories to You! The pure devotee of Krsna, the Spiritual Master of the universe,
the representative of the Supreme Personality of Absolute Truth. Our humble and meager gratitude is due
unto Your Divine Grace. . ..

. . . for giving us free of charge the greatest gift of love of Krsna,

. . . for showing us the example of perfect worshipable devotion to Krsna,

. . . for tolerating our repeated offenses at Your Holy Feet, and more so because, despite our offenses, You
retain us in Krsna’s service,

. .. for giving us infallible shelter and providing all our needs,

. . . for extending loving and gentle compassion towards us, who are envious of all living beings,

. . . for delivering us from the most dangerous snare of illusion, the contamination of voidism and imper-
sonalism,

. . . for coming to rescue us even when none of us asked You to come,

. . . for giving us real life through Your simple instructions for spiritual reawakening,

. . . for protecting us from fall-down, o

. .. for engaging us in pure devotional service to Sri Sri Radha and Krsna.

We cannot understand why or how Your Divine Grace’s Mercy is coming, but we do recognize that it is far
greater than any other auspiciousness. We therefore beg to remain in service to You, O Spiritual Master, the
pure devotee of Krsna. All Glories to You, Srila Prabhupada!

ISKCON New Orleans
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New Vrndavana

saksaddhari-tvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tathd bhdvyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh sri-carandravindam

“The Spiritual Master is honored as much as the Supreme Lord because of his being the most confidential
servitor of the Lord. This is acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and is followed by all authorities. Therefore 1
offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is a bona fide representative of
Sr1 Hari (Krsna).”

Who then can calculate the blessedness of His Divine Grace, and the auspiciousness of the day of His appearance?
Thus we pause to formally acknowledge our gratitude; but if we should commemorate it daily, it would still be
inadequate.

As the sun dries the dew
on the trees of New Vyndavana
and forms Krsna colored clouds
So the Spiritual Master dries from
our spirit souls the murky liquid of méya
and washes us clean in His causeless ocean of mercy.
Oh Srila Prabhupada, we come to the
lotus-petal softness of Your feet,
offering only the sins of a thousand births
And in return receive the Spiritual Sky.
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New York

We offer our respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of our spiritual master, who is teaching us the central point of life. _,

On the day of VydsaPpija, it is our duty and pleasure to glorify our spiritual master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedar 1
Swami Prabhupada. As Srila Prabhupida stated in a lecture some years ago, it is the duty of the disciple to offer respectiul
obeisances unto his splntual master, and in doing so, the specific qualifications of the spiritual master should be mentioned.
Srila Prabhupada has said, *“He (the dcdrya) has nothmg to do with the affairs of this mundane world. He does not desce™!
here to meddle with the affairs of temporary necessities but to deliver the fallen and conditioned souls. .

Therefore, on this day we wish to glorify our divine spiritual master in terms of his factual quahflcatlons Once in Boston
there was a yoga student who was attracted to Krsna consciousness and was attending Srila Prabhupada’s lectures. He o
asked His Divine Grace, “How can I leave my guru and take initiation from you?” Srila Prabhupada replied, *“That I canr t

say. We don’t want sentiment. (If today you come on sentiment, then tomorrow you will change to something else on t..
same basis). Just try to understand this philosophy.” Therefore we do not wish to present sentimental propositions to be
accepted or rejected by the flickering mind. We wish to present factual statements which can be intelligently accepted affmr
careful and serious deliberation. This is the Vedic process. We therefore wish to present the following unshakal :
facts, which we are prepared to defend against any and all challengers.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is the bona fide representative of Lord Krsna coming in the
disciplic chain. As stated in Bhagavad-gitd, if one wants to know the transcendental reality, he must surrender unto a bo™\
fide spiritual master. (Bg. 4.34) The bona fide spiritual master is the representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhe: |,
as stated by the Lord Himself (Bhdg. 11.17. 22) Such a spiritual master appears in the chain of disciplic succession, or
parampard, which is explained by Lord Krsna in the Fourth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita. The ori dgmal spiritual master in oyr
line is Lord Brahma, who was instructed by the Supreme Lord Himself (tene brahma hrda ya édi-kavaye). Lord Brahma
structed Narada Muni, Narada instructed Vyasadeva, the author of the Vedic literature, and Vyasadeva instruct 1
Madhvacarya. This line continues in contemporary times, and just to reaffirm its authenticity, the Personality of God-
head again appeared in this same line of authority as Sri Krspa Caitanya Mahaprabhu. From Lord Caitanya this line COlie
tinues unbroken through the Gosvamis of Vrndavana, Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasv, i
Thakura.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is the bona fide representative of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami because he not only received initiation from him but is factually carrying out his words of instruction. In 193™
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami instructed Srila Prabhupada to preach the philosophy of Krsna consciousness' 1
the English language. That Srila Prabhupada has done this—despite all risks, difficulties and personal inconveniences—is an
indisputable fact. Therefore, because he has wholeheartedly executed the order of his spiritual master, Srila Prabhupadz;_xs
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New York

]

Srila Prabhupada is delivering the Western countries from voidism and impersonalism and teaching us the ultimate aim of 1
life. The ultimate goal of life 1s Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead (vasudeva-pard gatih )..Wlt.hout Krsna
consciousness, the living entities simply drink the poisonous results of mental speculation and sense grallfle}tIOIl., as con-
firmed by Narottama dasa Thakura. Thus they are forced to adopt obnoxious practices like meat-eating, gambling, intoxica- |
tion and illicit sex and glide down to animal life. This poison is being accepted as nectar by the foolish living entities of this |
age, and they are specifically being encouraged by the so-called political, religious, educational and social leaders. Thus they
are committing spiritual suicide by forgetting the purpose of life. And the philosophical rationalizations for such actions wm
are the speculations of impersonalism and voidism. Those who seek escape from the material clutches of sense gratification
are ensnared by these philosophies, and thus their mission in life is also defeated.

By teaching Bhagavata-dharma, the science of pure devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is freeing the misguided conditioned souls of this age from the gross and ™
subtle clutches of illusion and bringing them to surrender at the lotus feet of Sri Krsna, the father of all living entities. While
the scientists and politicians are propagating sense enjoyment through materialistic advancement, the philosophers are
teaching hopeless and impractical ideas of spiritual self-annihilation, and religionists are preaching sectarian dogmatism but
at the same time encouraging all forms of sinful life, Srila Prabhupada is giving the eternal life of devotional service unto
the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord.

Although we, the residents of the Western world, are among the most degraded members of human society, being addicted
to all sinful activities, His Divine Grace is elevating us to the platform of pure Krsna consciousness by the transcendental gm
process authorized by the six Gosvamis. Even the most degraded can be purified by taking shelter of his lotus feet (Bhag. |
2.4.18). '

We are drowning ourselves in the poison of the age of Kali, but His Divine Grace has saved our lives and caused us to drink
from the ocean of bhakti-rasimrta. We therefore offer our obeisances unto his lotus feet thousands of times. -

ISKCON Press & New York Temple :
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O dear Srila Prabhupada,

We are all trembling in the
Bottomless well of ignorance.

And You, standing above,

Lower Lhe rope of devotion

And divine love Lo shivering

Rals as we arc in Lthe matcrial world.

We are drinking at the

Bitter fountain of flickering pleasure,
And You are offering us an ocean of nectar
Amidst peaccful waves of thousands
Of transcendenlal tastes.

You are chanling the Iloly Name,
Ceaselessly seated on the flower

Of eternal ecstasy.

We are hungrily eating

The poisoned cake of falsc enjoyment,
But You are attracting us with Your
Words of supreme wisdom, sweet

Like the nectar lears that somctimes
Flow from Your cyes.






Paris

You have become our only shelter,
Our ultimate protector from all fear.
We fall at Your Lotus Feet,

And by their benediction,

O Srila Prabhupada, most confidential
Servitor of Lord Govinda,

By Your activities of worshiping,
Praying, chanting, preaching,

Writing and translating,

You are plowing this whole planet,
Leaving behind You the spotless seed
Of causeless love.

We offer our most respectful obeisances
Unto You.

In this material desert

Of salt water and sharp rocks

You are the comforting oasis.

You are like the rising moon

After a hot summer day.

So many lives we have spent here,

Now You are delivering us back home!
Srila Prabhupada, by Your pure speech,
The perfect movements of Your body,
Your merciful glance, Your sublime
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Enthusiasm for hearing and chanting about )
The wonderful pastimes between Radhika and |
Madhava, as well as Their Qualities,
Names, Forms even amidst the sharp
Degradation of this age of Iron, Hatred,

You are making manifest the incredible
Sweetness of Vrndavana, the refreshing -
Ecstasy of Navadvipa.
Serving Your lotus Feet, Srila Prabhupada,
Is our only access to the love of the Lords -
Of these eternal abodes, Sri Sri Radha-Krgna,
$ri Gaurariga Mahaprabhu.
Jaya Sri ] agad-gurudeva!

All resounding glories to Srila Prabhupada! -
Our dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances -
At Your Lotus Feet.

By Your divine mercy, we, in Paris, have

Received the first of Your books translated -

" In French, and we are feeling ecstasy in the
Distribution of this sacred literature. This whole
planet is starving for this knowledge, and now
Finally we can begin to spread it to the French knowing people.=



e Srila Prabhupada, our fervent prayer to You is

that You bless us with seriousness and enthusiasm
so that there will be no impediment to our service
to You in spreading the cooling rays of the moon of

*™  Gaura-Nitai all over the world.
All glories to Your Divine Grace!
.
Your eternal servants,
ISKCON Paris
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Philadelphia

nama om vispu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale
§rimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

our disciples serving you here in Philadelphia have strung this variegated garland of
poems in your praise, expressing the different flavors and hues of our eternal gratitude, love and devotion to
you. And now, on this most auspicious day, we beg humbly to be allowed to approach the transcendental
zone of your Most Holy Lotus Feet, so that prostrating ourselves abjectly at this most pure and sacred place
of pilgrimage in the three worlds, we may lay this garland there; and although our offering is worthless and
without art, if out of your causeless mercy you favor it with your glance, it will be made beautiful. All

glories! All glories! All glories to your Divine Grace!

All glories to You, who gives us a priceless gem while

we searched out broken pieces of glass!

All glories to You, who makes shining brahmanas
from the dog-eater class;

All glories to You, who are the most dear to Lord
Krsna on this earth;

All glories to You, who leads us to the eternal land
where there is no death or birth;

All glories to You, who brings sweet vibration by
which we can know the Supreme Lord;

All glories to You, who promises to take us all Home
before Kalki’s sword;

All glories to You! My eternal father, Jagad-guru!

May we always engage in serving your Divine Lotus
Feet with ever-increasing love and devotion—

We, who are most fallen, must never cease to end our
entanglement in this dark material ocean.

The endless cycle of samsdra can never be ended
unless one hears the transcendental message from

_ a paramaharisa who has descended.

Srila Prabhupada, you’ve come with such a glori-
ous message!

All glories to Sri Krsna sanikirtana which is cleansing
our hearts and delivering us from nescience!

We are most unworthy of the precious gem that you
are bestowing:

Bhakti unto Govinda, the most merciful Lord, who
is omnipresent and all-knowing;

All glories, all glories to You, Srila Prabhupada!
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Philadelphia

In a world full of lust, anger, and greed,

When people are frustrated, bewildered, and con-
fused,

Not knowing what to do at any time and any place,

Drowning themselves in a whirlpool of nescience,

You have come as jagad-guru

With an eternal desire to conquer and subdue

All these bad elements bringing misfortune and fate,

And return a lost people to Krsna’s Lotus Feet;

To Krsna, my God, the Supreme Enjoyer, my
Father,

Whom before you came I had completely forgotten

And buried in an illusory world of “I want to enjoy,

Everything is mine, and God is dead.”

Kindly excuse me for not taking heed of your golden
words,

By executing which everyone can end their miseries,

But I have been wandering in this dark world for a
long time,

Trying to forget the One who loves me most,

Conditioned to think I am better than He,

It’s very difficult to give up this false reality.

So teach me patience my Father, Srila Prabhupada,

That I may someday, very soon, give up all this non-
sense and just love God.

You are here to deliver fools like me,
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And I am the biggest fool for not taking your cause-
less mercy;

Please accept my humble prayer and forgive me for
hurting you,

My progress is slow, so cumbersome, and so offensive.

Never such a great soul like you have I met,

What more can I say: I'll try to follow in your foot-
steps,

Spreading the Holy Name on every mind and every
tongue,

I know _you have taught me the only way this war
on maya can be won.

The Srimad- I-Bhagavatam states that in the presence
of Lord Sri Krsna, méaya cannot stand,

So in this way I will help you banish maya from this
land.

I humbly beg to remain in eternal service

At Radha-Krsna’s and Your Lotus Feet,

My Savior and Protector, Your Divine Grace.

o

Your smile is the radiant sunshine that lights our
every day,
Guiding us back to Godhead the harer nama way.






Philadelphia
Everyday thinking that there must be
something else, some lost dream in the
back of our mind
that knew this wasn’t real or right
but we had no one to show us
the way out
Wandering around in all this illusion
drowning, suffocating, screaming,
crying . . . praying
for something:
for
You, O Dear Master

&y

Your Lotus Feet touched
Our shores, blessed
Our minds, benedicted
Our souls.
All sin and sorrow and pain of
Untold millions of years dissolved
Into loving service for Your Divine Grace.
And now our hearts sing with joy and laughter
For our Master has come to guide his most unworthy

servants. () Srila Prabhupida
Without you we are
Certainly nothing . . ..
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So long desire’s sinful seed has whirled

This soul around through ceaseless toil and strife;
Again, lust’s lying lure had caught me curled -
Within a womb, to die for one more life.

Not you, my Father. No lust led you here.

Your mercy only on these dying souls -
Has led your shining foot across the land of fear
To light the Way and transcendental Goal!
Pied-piper of thz Absolute! Your song =
Has sprung the traps of death, and calls
The dancing, singing, crying, blissful throng

[l

Beyond the cloud to cintamani’s dazzling halls.

So please accept our humble tearful prayer
Just for your Transcendental Loving Care.

R ]
O dearest Srila Prabhupada, O winner of my heart — =
Had you not lifted me beyond the limits of this
mind and senses I would alas still be drowning deep
in that ocean of death, being tortured by the vicious _
waves of material desire, lust, greed, anger and ™
hatred.

And you, oh best among saintly persons, are forcing
me to cling and take shelter by the side of His Lotus ™



Feet, the source of all light and love.

And I pray for your causeless mercy, that you may
mlways push me in the direction home in spite of

‘he many impediments standing in the way of your
cranscendental loving lotus feet.

O my beloved Father, how can I repay such a debt
™ a life being causelessly saved only by your sweet
vill upon such a wretched and fallen soul as I.

It amazes me how such a miracle is done by so
s=nany souls being mercifully dragged to our true life:

rack to Godhead.

And I beg to thank you for your love you have given
o4s, for we had been practically devoid of any love.

Ve owe you our very selves for eternity, our eternal
-naster.

Please keep us under your shelter for as long as we
@=re cased within this shell and then may we rejoice
vith you the blissful enjoyment of the Lord’s eternal
and ever-increasing pleasure—His causeless devotional
=service: the seed of our real life.

)n this most blessed and sacred day, Srila
rabhupada, please forgive my inability to offer my
resper-ts and gratitude to such a pure devotee, as

“rystal-clear as the sun, to your beautiful and kind

:lf. And may we, all of your disciples, continually
pray from the core of our hearts for your continued

merfect health, our dear Father.  ISKCON Philadelphia
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Phoenix/Tucson

'To our beloved Spiritual Master on Vyasa-Piija

Om Visnu-pada Paramaharisa parivrajakacarya
Astottara-éata Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

ngfer our respects to you, You’ve brought Caitanya’s mission to
Oh Srila Prabhupada. The fallen ignorant.
The western world has now in it How could we ever thank you for
That feeling of love of God. This sankirtana Movement!
You came to us from far away, We all hope that you can get down
The land called India. To business of Bhdgavatam.
Thanks to your Guru Maharaja, Just like the sage Siita Gosvami
$ri Srila Bhaktisiddhanta. Krsna-kathodayam.
The weeds of lust were growing strong From all your trying servants here,
So here you’ve planted a seed At Arizona Yatra.
You’ve also planted one in Mayapura, On this most holy Vyasa-Puja day
A hero be indeed. . .. We worship You and Krsna.

ISKCON Phoenix & Tucson
A A R
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Portland r
,
Jo His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada —

O 1S vivine urace odSrila ird P ﬂ
Ioﬁ( er my most humble and respectful obeisances The desert’s mirage was blinding but ;
Unto Your Divine Grace, Srila Prabhupada. Your wonderful elixir of immortality FT

Because with a magical touchstone Curcd the most deadly skin-diseasc called mdya.
You’ve transformed lost dogs into joyful peacocks. The elixir is Krsna prasadam (spiritual food). -

And the nectar is devotion to Krsna,
Which satisfies the body, mind and soul.

The touchstone is Love of Krsna, and
The magic is that You tell no lics.

I offer my most humble and respectful obeisances We of the Portland Yatra would like to
Unto Your Divine Grace, Srila Prabhupada Bow down to You and thank You for kindly
Because You are the most proficient doctor. Coming here for 4 blissful days in June!
Six years ago You came to the Western desert and
supplied us with the occan of nectar. ALL GLORIES TO SRILA PRABHUPADA!!!
ISKCON Portland
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Sri Vyasa-paja
¥; have come to this land of mirage

Just to please Your Guru Mahardja.

You landed in Boston at Commonwealth Pier
Armed with yoga and feeling no fear,

Preaching that Krsna is always near
And wondering how they will ever hear.

From there You went to the Lower East side

Where You were informed that God had just died.

Each afternoon sarikirtana in the park
Inviting all for Krsna-katha after dark.

You said to chant this mantra all the time
And very soon your life will be sublime.

You showed how to leave this terrible place
By following Your steadfast pace.

We humbly submit these words of praise
In hopes of pleasing Your Divine Grace.
I ISKCON San Diego

San Diego
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" Tlle eleventll from‘

Te cleventh from Caitanya Mahaprabhu,

you’ve opened our eyces with pure knowledge and bliss.
For your Guru Mahiraja has requested of you -
to fill all the world with Krsna consciousness.

The contact of §ubda on the sleeping soul
exposes the sentiment of family. country and friends,
Causing it to pereeive its unwholesome role
and inspiring the embodied soul to lranscend.

So by your Divine Grace, the revelation unfolds
to those hvpnotized by Samisdra’s lire.
We are all Krsna's servants, the secret you've told,
and delivered us from the bondage of selfish desire.

Severing all atlachment to the mundane,
we rise up from this unholy place,
Our soul free to blossom on the spiritual plane.
All glories to you, Your Divine Grace!
ISKCON San Francisco -







San Francisco

Woffer our considered obeisances throughout our eternal engagement as living entities to our
Beloved Spiritual Master, Who causelessly made His appearance in our lives as the only true
benefactor and the ever well-wisher. By His mercy only we surfaced from immersion in the
quagmires of misery. Once in the drowned conditions of ignorance, we are now blinking into the
new birth His Divine Grace has afforded us by His potent delivery of transcendental knowledge.

You have placed us by Your Precious Presence in the Kingdom of God. You have placed the
Full Form and Textured Attributes of His Sweet Name on our tongues, which were thirsting for
purity.

You have given access to the rich tradition of staunch Vaignavism, the twelfth succession from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. . .a history beginning outside of measured time in the eternal transcen-
dence of the Supreme Realm.

You have told us, for the eventual absorption of our individuated consciousness, about the un-
limited flavors of relationship with our Beautiful Lord: the complimentary personalities of His
Supreme Personality, those in pure and intimate connection. . .and given us presently the associa-
tion of one another as encouragement. You, the Spiritual Father, making Your followers God-
brothers and God-sisters.

Commanding the following of four regulative abstentions to free us from the darkness of this
degrading age.

Commanding the regulative chanting of jape-mdld and gdyatri to keep our attentive interest in
the eternal and joyfully performed,

Our Savior from the slaughter-house educational institutions, giving the King of Education:

Bhagavad-gitd,
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San Francisco

Our Deliverer from the routine work of the industrial state, giving the art of all work: bhakti-
yoga.

Our Savior from the vicious activities of exploitive militarism, giving the highest welfare work:
sankirtana,

Our Deliverer from the ocean of birth and death, giving access to the regions of eternal bliss
and knowledge

Who hath saved us from the wretched waggling of the tongue (eating other living entities for
our selfish sustenance, making lies and offenses in the Face of our Creator) with Krsna prasidam
and parampard volubility;

Who hath our ears ringing with mahdmantra, eternal obeisance, accompanying instruments-
melodies-meters, and the nectarean stream of glorification and instruction from the mountain
source of your grand scholarship and devotion.

Who hath soothed our eyes with the Mystical Figure of that Supreme Loveliness Whose Original
Feature resides beyond the jurisdiction of the mind;

Who hath our noses drinking the fragrance of beauty as the creation is offered back to the
Creator, the Original Enjoyer;

Who hath the living force released in His disciples, who are jumping about in holy revival of the
expression of welcomed devotional ecstasy.

Who Himself in Perfectional Example encourages our deeper absorptionin Krsna consciousness;

Who is increasingly appreciated in our own advancement. . .causing tear-offerings of thankful-
ness, causing laugh-offerings of achieving-the-hopeless. .

Prabhupada' Prabhupida! Prabhupada! We love You, a 2 love understood by those who have con-
cluded their vain wanderings in the Shelter of Your care.
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San Francisco

And for those neither mixed nor mixed-up is the pure and potent preservation of what You
have given: to continue and spread this Mighty Movement of our Lord throughout the hearts of
the world, throughout our lives. Because of the remembrance You have revived in us, our memory
shall always offer its first respects to Jaya Om Vignu-pada Paramahamsa Parivrajakacarya
Astottara-ata Sri-Srimad A.C. Bhaktivedanta TridandT Gosvami, our eternally Beloved Guru
Mahardja, His Divine and Loving Grace Srila Prabhupada!!!

ISKCON San Francisco
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Seattle

1 Glories to Jagad-guru

Your grace upon your throne,
spiritual master of the universe,

who lights the way back home.

We were wandering lost children
supporting deadened worlds
until your Divine Grace
brought us life in the lotus whorls
of Sri Sri Radha and Krishna’s Lotus Toes.

All the heavenly denizens
sing divine and holy prayers,
while the most lowly of all souls
rise to the new destiny that is theirs.

All Glories to you Prabhupada!
The most amazing angel,

carrying us all back home,
gathering from every angle.

All Glories to you Prabhupada!
Who by your Guru’s teaching
can change a wretched dog
into a Vaignava preaching.
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Better than to be with you
is to serve you anywhere,

though crores of miles may come between us
your orders are our only care.

Nicer than wealth or women
better than wine or fame
when you let us offer you flowers,
when you lead chanting of the holy name.

All Glories to you Prabhupada!
You’re the only hope

for those who once sought happiness
in intoxication and dope.

Oh Srila Prabhupida,
while you’re out walking

benedicting all you meet,
even the lowly grasses offer obeisances
at your feet.

You’ve come to cure the rascals,
the ones who are prone to cheat
as you're making up an army
in Lord Caitanya’s golden fleet.
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All glories to you, Prabhupada!

Your grace upon the throne,

Ever since your appearance day
Helping souls to go back home.
ISKCON Seattle
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Stuttgart

I Iaving been the most fallen amongst all living beings,

We are deeply illusioned by this witch called Maya.
Our eyes didn’t see nor did our ears hear, that
Everybody within this material world finally has to die.
We didn’t know anything about God and the purpose of our life.
Though we are the most worthless and helpless amongst all souls
And were sinking down and down towards the clutches of death,
Still, by Your causeless mercy you picked us up
From this ocean of repeated birth and death,
Just like a father saves his child that has been lost.
By opening our eyes and ears with Your Divine Light
You brought us to this understanding, that
Krsna Consciousness is the goal of our life,
And Krsna Himself is our eternal loving Father.
So therefore the only alms we are begging of You,
Our dearmost guru, Srila Prabhupada,
Please keep us engaged in the service of the Supreme Lord.

N D ISKCON Stuttgart
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he best use of these insignifi-
cant and conditioned brains is the attempt 1o praise
you, Stila Prabhupida. As a child paints a picture in
nursery school, so we humbly offer our stunted
utterances. Our song is the same. S$ri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Gosvami Mahardja Prabhupada:

“Lord Krsna says he who takes the task of deliver-
ing the fallen souls, is the most dear to Him. At every
second You are setting examples for the world to
follow.”

“Being blessed by the Lotus Feet of $ri Ripa and
Sanatana You are extricaling souls from the lowest
and most miserable condition of life, simply by Your
offenceless singing of the sweet names of Hari.”

“We fools have jumped at the poison before our
eyes and are being carried by the currents of this
world. From this fearful situation, who is it that has
offered us aid?”

“In six years time the cry of a gencration has
become fulfilled . . . There is the desire to perform
tapah and become niskifica in service to You.”






Tokyo

“In this material world, for millions and millions
of life-times, everyone is looking for a desire tree.
At last such a desire tree has made His appearance
on this earth planet. You are fulfilling the desires of
all Your disciples. You are giving the highest,most
precious gift—Love of God, krsna-premd.”

“ ‘1 must go (to Japan and Hawaii). 1 have pro-
mised and they will be disappointed if I shouldn’t
come.” Though tired in body, amid bureaucrat ob-
stinacy in Singapore, You said this, though L.A.
was an easy choice. You instructed us in Tokyo.

You do not care for any easy life.
All Glories to You, O jet-age Parivrajakacarya.”
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Part 1l

-
Odyssey—(noun) a long wandering marked by many
changes of fortune.

Ater the rain the air is quiet. This is the satisfac-™
tion of all entities. They are all searching for fulfill-
ment, in so many forms of energy. Within the forest,
extending over these hills, are countless entities hold-pm
ing to countless forms through which they hold
their pleasure. Unimaginable is this eternal process of
labor enacted as reality, strained as it is by its harsh
concomitant conditions. Why are we lingering here’
so long?

Trees wait through the drought for the blessing of
water. Every year they wait in this way. For lack of s
intelligence and knowledge, we are waiting here. Our
perverse nature, having chosen its preference as en-
joyer of the body, continues this preference in a
situation holding so many hopes for joy. But we have;
become slavesin our act of freedom. The eternity we
have been here we cannot even dare to remember.

Having no idea of the magnitude and intricacy ofr'
existence, not caring for knowledge, 1 was offered
freely, no cause discernable, no qualification stand-

-
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ing, the diamond. But because I was blinded, because

I was a fool, I took it as an ordinary stone. Why did

I take a rock? Only because it was given. With no

qualification except that I accepted, I have finally

begun the awakening and recollection from the most
offensive dream. Whose mercy lifted me out of the
catastrophe that I just deserved?
It is not the complacent suffering we thought it
Twas. It is the fire of desire and object of desire un-
leashed, devouring this whole universal existence.
There is no way out. It is all afire. But the rain ex-
Ttinguished the blaze. Suffering so long, the true
watering and nourishing, education and growing are
flourishing in the rainfall for whose taste we have
always been anxious. The stone became a diamond,
blindness was cut by its pure, piercing light, the fool
was led by the hand. Who could have been tolerant
to the ignorant, hostile and perverse?

The rain has cleared the air. In the moistened
spring earth the seeds begin to grow. The mist shifts
and lingers in the valleys. Now the dispelling dawn
comes upon the hill. And it has entered into the
window where I am standing. In Vyndavana Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna dance eternally. Who has brought Them
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Tokyo

The morning prayer begins. Sarhsira—davanala-
lidha-loka. . .We begin to glorify. Kartdla and
mydanga join the voices. The voices praise. Vande
guroh Sri-carandravindam. . .Unto my spiritual mas-
ter, full with mercy, who has offered causelessly the
unrelenting mercy of Sti S$ii Radha-Krgna to the
most fallen of souls. I can do nothing but this. What
value are my own words?

My spiritual master just iterates the eternal func-
tion: He is just acting out the infinite, incomprehen-
sible love of God. ISKCON Tokyo
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Toronto

T our beloved spiritual master His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada on His
Appearance Day of the 486th year of the Caitanya
Era.

Please accept our prostrated humble obeisances
at Your lotus feet. The shelter of Your lotus feet is
more refreshing than the effects of blue lotus in cool
reservoirs of water on a scorching hot summer day.
We are merely helpless infants surrendering unto
parental aid like a small insignificant crab taking
shelter in the vast ocean.

You have given us everything. How can we repay
such inconceivable mercy except by serving you
with full-hearted love and devotion? Please, Srila
Prabhupada, help us to have the strength and convic-
tion to carry out all of your instructions perfectly.
Please allow us to always embrace your precious
orders to the core of our hearts. Then we will relish
unprecedented and excessive rati in remembrance
of your guidance. We know that the aspiration of
vain glory will cease to dance in our hearts for our
stone-cold hearts are being influenced by you, Srila
Prabhupada. May our surrender to your authority
be complete by Krsna’s mercy. Simply if we could
render service to you who has seen the truth then we
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too could see the truth. But due to our foolish incom-
petence we have no attraction to hearing from
authorities, and less then zero ability to render any
devotional service. We can only pray that by your
causeless mercy and by the mercy of the lotus-eyed
Govinda, Whom you love so much, that we will be
accepted as fit to be dragged along on the trail of
dust beneath your lotus feet.

Nothing that we do, say, or offer, can nearly equal
the tiniest fragment of the benediction that you have
so mercifully poured on our worthless existence. We
have no feeling of spontaneous attraction nor can
we even appreciate all your efforts. We have no
attraction for hearing Srimad-Bhdgavatam nor for
chanting the Holy Names, and we are offensive in
so many ways and yet you continue to patiently and
lovingly guide us to the real happiness, to the lotus
feet of Sti Krsna Who is praised with transcendental
songs and decorated with colorful flower garlands
and brightly glowing jewels and ornaments.

We have been traveling through the canyons of
misconceptions through so many species of life,
possibly as a majestic demi-god or a demon in the 7
hellish regions, but now we have been given the
opportunity to serve you Srila Prabhupada, even -!
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though we have no value or qualification. It is only
by your causeless mercy. Prior to our coming to this

Krgna consciousness movement we were helplessly
entangled in the tightening knot of illusion. By
Krsna’s causeless mercy we came into contact
with you, His pure devotee, who has handed us the
jewel of Krsna consciousness. You are clearly illumi-
nating the path back home. Back to Godhead.

Our minds are so desirous of independence and
speculation. Please protect us from the enchantresses
of the senses who lure our wandering homeward-
bound minds. You have so graciously delivered the
purest knowledge of the acaryas to our doglike
minds filled with the rubbish and filth of thoughts of
sense gratification, prestige and mundaneness. Please
empty the chalice of our minds and fill it full with
nectar. Please help us to surrender to your lotus feet
so that we might fully recognize your wonderful
benediction for all living entities and serve you to
our full propensity.

You are blessed with the Holy Names and the
Divine Love of Radha and Krsna. Of what use is our
tongue if it is not engaged in chanting the glories of
the Holy Names? You have so mercifully instructed
us who were in the darkest depths of ignorance until



Toronto

we heard the sweet Vaikuntha vibration Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Riama, Hare Hare, in this nice
chanting process. Our lives are worthless and mean-
ingless without your most precious gift of teaching
us this practical science of bhakti. You have be-
stowed upon us the greatest gift, love of the Divine
Couple in separation as your Holiness’ servant. Please
give us the intelligence to serve you faithfully 24
hours a day. Please help us to become worthy
disciples, qualified respectable brahmanas. Please
open our eyes to our real identity so that we can be
your eternal servants in pure devotional service de-
void of all selfish desires.

Our ignorance of spiritual life and our desire for
sense gratification keep us away from pure devotional
service. What good is our life if we do not surrender
at your lotus feet? Our existence in these bodies is
so insignificant but when we are engaged in your
devotional service we are the most important mes-
sengers of your mercy. Everything within the limited
sphere of our tiny purview can become totally spiri-
tualized simply by following your instructions. Srila
Prabhupada, please give us the spiritual strength to
control this mind which desires to entomb us in the
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Toronto

catacombs of hankering and lamentation. Your
spiritual master instructed you to spread this Krsna
consciousness movement here in the Western world.
You have so kindly allowed us to assist you in this
great mission of mercy. We are eternally thankful to
you Srila Prabhupada, although we have no real un-
derstanding of our eternal servitorship to you. Let
us now rejoice at this great opportunity which has
been awarded to such fallen conditioned souls as
ourselves, making the standard of jubilation the un-
flinching determination to engage unhesitatingly in
your devotional service. Trying to thank you is only
more mercy. How can we thank you except by
surrendering our lives at the dust of your lotus feet?

You found us when we were lost.
You gave us life when we were dying.
You have given us strength when we were weak.
You have given us the Absolute Truth,
when we knew nothing.
You have given us the purpose of life,
when we had none.
You have given us lessons on how to love,
when we knew nothing but lust.
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So now may we offer you our bodies, minds,
words and intelligence in your service to please
you and Sri Krsna.

We are your Vaignava soldiers ready lo execute
your orders at every moment.

The material nature is the battlefield.

Lust, anger, greed and sense gratification are our
enemies.

Your books are our weapons.

Transcendental knowledge is our ammunition.

Distribution is the perfect discharge.

The Vedic scriptures and your orders are our
shield.

Saffron and yellow dhotis and saris are our uni-
forms.

Tilaka is our insignia.

Prayer is our strength.

Offered dahl and chapatis are our sustenance.

Hearing and chanting are our actions.

Kirtena is our vitality.

Celibacy is our determination.

Association of devotees is our enthusiasm.

The regulative principles are our steadiness.

Sincerity is our advancement.

Sentimentalism and speculation are our retreat.
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Toronto

Desire for liberation is our bondage. W \2 Ll j 7575
Devotion is our freedom. ) f

Deity worship is our purity. i /A/er/é.av«. dj,q,a. W -
Forgetfulness is our defeat.

Memory is our Victory, Jaya! &7 W av~ ,B:A‘

Sankirtana is the altar of our life. USovohamea. danae Lredmat
Preaching is our life air and survival without which ;

we 'would be as good as dried-up old sticks. QM 40,@(
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Trinidad

My our most fallen and prostrated obeisances always

embrace and greet,

The holy dust from Your Divine and radiant Lotus
Feet.

May we at sometime somewhere bencath the skies,

Be forlunate to behold the loving rays of Your Lotus
Eyes.

T serve the Spiritual Master with heart and soul,

To please the Pure Devotce is life’s ultimate goal.

To bow down, Lo surrender, to fully (lcpend,v

The mercy of the guru is causeless and without end.

Your holy words should be loved and cherished in
the heart,

From Your divine instructlions may we never part,

All glory to the captain, the master of the ship.

Who can guide a rotling boat to the end of its Lrip.

A pure devotee with perfectional love,

A divine messenger senl from above,

All glories find their home and place,

At the Lotus Feet of Your Divine Loving Grace.

ISKCON Trinidad

144 [Sri Vyasa-pija






)

3 . ¥ 3 _3 _ 1

1

Rase accept our most humble obeisances at Your
Divine Lotus Feet. Here in Trinidad distribution of
Your Divine Grace’s books has become the reservoir
of all bliss.

There are over four hundred thousand Indians
here, most of whom descend from bonded servants
brought from India 100 years ago.

The remnants of their religious traditions are pro-
fessional Bhagavatam and Ramayapa readings—pure-
ly social events given by business men who are part-
tlime pandits, their qualification being that they were
born in a brahmapa family, and pujas, where a
pandita visits a home and says prayers to Vivasvan,
giva, Ganesa, Durga, or some other demi-god, for
health, education, prosperity, or some other reason.

At such occasions food is usually prepared. A
little is thrown into the fire and then they call the
food prasadam.

Sometimes at such occasions the old men put on
dhotis and people call them sadhus.

Sometimes the people abstain from flesh, sex and
intoxication. When the “panditas” come to say
prayers they abstain from these things for two
weeks so that they become more qualified to receive

Dear érﬂa Pral)llup&la y—



Trinidad

their desired benediction from the respective demi-
god.

Almost all the several hundred temples here are
Sivite and due to lack of care are falling apart.

You explained in a recent letter—*“Yes, actually
this Hindu religion is a dead religion . . . This Hindu
religion has no philosophy, therefore it has died be-
cause in this age people have become very much
hardened by material living and they are not much
interested in sentimental religions like Hinduism.
Sentiments are temporary and they always dry up.
But what the people really want is a philosophy to
give their life meaning and guide them under all
changing circumstances—and the only philosophy
available nowadays is profit. There is profit for sense
gratification, or Marxism, or this -ism or that -ism.
But none of these so-called philosophies have proven
very successful in satisfying the people. Therefore,
there is trouble all over the world, dissatisfaction,
and the people are taking to the only philosophy
left, the philosophy of hopelessness. But our Krspa
philosophy is bringing real meaning and hope to the
modern people. We are opening up the dead churches
and temples, so we may be certain that because our
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Vancouver

1 Glories to the Most Holy, Gentle, and Pure
Personality, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada Who is immersed in the ocean
of loving service and Who is transfixing my heart
with shafts of love-tufted knowledge.

¥ur Holy Divine Grace stands aloof and supreme,
the dcdrya of the universe, yet you stoop to touch
a child’s cheek with lotus fingers (that day in
Portland after you touched little Devaki’s cheek and
we asked her that night if she remembered Srila
Prabhupada and all she could do was touch her

cheek).

Yc:ur Grace of great honesty and simplicity; in
Eugene when a blind Christian asked, “you mean
Christ could be right and you could be right at
the same time?” you said, “Why not?” and brought
down the house.
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Stila Prabhupada,
You have shown me
the greatest tool (Hare Krsna Hare Krgna
yet I continue  Krsna Krsna Hare Hare/
to dip into the  Hare Rama Hare Rama
hellish ocean of Rama Rama Hare Hare)
birth and death,
playing Jokers and fools
acting on the decaying stage of
Kali-yuga.

Only you, Your Divine Grace, can end the show.

Please save me.

3
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Vancouver

e must become convinced; You are the well-wisher
of all living beings, you see the innate sweetness of
the soul. Your instructions are so simple; Chant Hare
Krsna, dance and take Krsna prasddam.

But choking envy shrouds the heart with shrieks of
resistance. Let me plunge my smoking mind again
and again into the cooling rays of your benediction
moon, O Perfect One.

I pray for the day when purified intelligence will
guide me to distribute thousands of books.

You have set ablaze a fire within this wretched
fallen soul, of Divine Love, long extinguished by
layers of lust and envy.

My mind races to find some praise that can
approach your inestimable purity.

A great ocean of Divine Love floods my heart,
when looking at your eternal gaze of pure love for
the Lotus-Eyed Govinda, the Attractor of Radha.

Your Purity, O Sri Guru,is a balm all-soothing to
this parched heart.

150 /Si Vyasa-pija



i A Divine Lotus flower you have given us

Sr1 Guru, harer nama $abda -
Eternal lotus of innumerable petals. *
Unfolding boundless pools of sweet nectar

Sweeter at each tasting, Divine Names

To soothe all the fallen jiva’s burning pains. r‘

Your eyes, decorated with the pulp of unalloyed
love, shower eternal benediction upon all the m
struggling fallen souls, beckoning all, with great
fiery sparks of eternal service to Sri Krsna, to free-
dom eternal with the sweetest One.

All Glories, All Glories to You, Sagacious One.
We beg to remain your eternal servants.
ISKCON Vancouver ™=






Virginia Beach
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‘\‘ n this day, Your Vyasa-Puja
in the most respectful mood
with our heads bowed humbly at Your feet
we pray that Your service we may always keep.

You are the source of rivers of compassion
that spread over this globe of hostile nations,
burning with unsatiated lust, anger and hate
You call upon all to surrender this ghastly fate.

Interrupting nonsense covering the entire planet

Instructing Your disciples about the way Lord Ramacandra ran it,
shaping us up so we can ship out now

well wisher of everyone, especially the brdhmanas and the cows.

Oh son of Nrsimha, Guru most dear,

bestower of life, destroyer of fear,

transcendental dentist extracting rotten teeth, vikarma,
filling up cavities with sandtana-dharma.
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Prabhupada whose dhoti we aspire to cling to.

We, your most fallen servants from Virginia Beach
® Dhama offer our respectful dandavats from all sides
seeking shelter at your Lotus Feet and offering to
you on your Vyasa-piija this simple poem of praise
of your most merciful Divine Grace.

Q

3 N father Srila

Your lotus feet extending

spreading shelter from despair,

soothing wounds we could not heal 7}
lifting burdens we could not bear.

Syamasundara dances on your voice of divine bliss ’)
barging untouched through the gates of mayd’s tricks,
flowing from Your lotus lips are transcendental sounds
carrying us to Vyndavana where bliss knows no bounds.

Your divine grace with blooming parijata smile

you have so mercifully given shelter for an eternal while,
if we take one step toward You, You reach out a mile
You offer us love of Krsna instead of mucus, air and bile

Now we prepare a raised vyasasana

just suitable for a most royal king,

for You who brought us Krsna’s name to sing
and beautiful karatdlas to sweetly ring.

I
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Wiashington, D.C.

1 Ihis human body is a ship
Which desires to make the trip,

Across the Age-of-Kali Sea

To dock at Port Eternity.

The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak
And ocean storms are at their peak.
Siren Maya sings her song:

Could we resist for very long?

The salty spray corrodes away

The values of a former day.

The hands on deck of the crumbling wreck
Cannot lead, will not protect.

On Kali’s beach our ship marooned;
Without a captain we are doomed.

9 But alongside pulls the “Providence!™
By Divine Will or circumstance?
Just see the golden gleaming hull,
The saffron sails so strong and full!
The mast is topped with a tridapdirod,
The sign of Srila Prabhupada!
I've heard of Him, jegad-guru:
The captain of a universal crew.
A thousand ships to Krsna-land
Have been guided by His hand.
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The Captain of a

3 0 Prabhupada! Save us, please!

Though we have no good qualities;
Still, we beg your mercy, Sir,

If no more sins we shall incur,
And if we serve you faithfully,
Always, for eternity,

And if we serve You, Prabhupada,
Just as if You were God,

Then, please take us to that place,
Beyond mundane time and space,
Past the difficult ocean of Kali;
Or is it just our grievous folly

To expect Your Holiness

To hear us; we’re so worthless.

Krsna’s mercy! Here He comes!
With karatalas and mrdanga drums!
Chanting, dancing, to the helm,

To guide us on to Krgna’s realm!

We will serve You without exception.

We accept You as our captain.

B
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TUniversal Crew
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We cannot waste this human birth
Upon Lord Krsna’s planet Earth,
So we beg Your Grace to guide us
To the Lord Who dwells inside us;
O representative of God,

Purest Srila Prabhupada!

Who has gone so far to sally
Forth and conquer Kali,

Except Pariksit long ago,

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
And now the messenger of God,
Courageous Srila Prabhupada!

Krsna is so kind to us,

Such a role assigned to us,

To serve Your mission and save all men,
To bring them back to home again;

We pray You give us strength from God,
Eternal Master Prabhupada.



Washington, D.C.

8 Mercy, mercy, mercy more
Than anyone who’s come before;
Mercy, mercy, mercy, more!
You’ve brought us to Goloka’s door.
You are just as good as God;
We love You, Srila Prabhupada.

(Help us to be Your devotees:
Thus prays ISKCON Washington, D.C.)
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