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$ri guru kRarund sindhu

adhama jandra bandu
lokandth lokera jivana

hd ha prabhu koro doyad
deho more pada chiya

eve jas ghusuk tribhuvana

Our spiritual master is the ocean of mercy, the friend of the poor and the lord and master of the

devotees. O, master! Be merciful unto me. Give me the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is spread
all over the three worlds.
—Vaisgnava poet
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The Aciryadeva

UC hen we speak of the fundamental principle of Gurudeva or Acaryadeva, .

we speak of something that is of universal application. There is only one Guru who appears in an
infinity of forms to teach all men. The Guru or Acaryadeva, as we learn from the bonafide scriptures,
delivers the message of the absolute world, the transcendental abode of the Absolute Personality where
everything non-differentially serves the Absolute Truth. In the Katha-Upanisad it is said:

samit panih $rottriyam brahma-nistham
‘In order to learn that transcendental science, one must approach the bona-fide Spiritual Master in
disciplic succession, fixed in the Absolute Truth.’
Thus it has been enjoined herewith that in order to receive that transcendental knowledge one must
approach the Guru. Therefore, if the Absolute Truth is one, about which we think there is no
difference of opinion, the Guru also cannot be two. The Acdryadeva to whom we offer our humble
homage, is not the Guru of a sectarian institution or one out of many differing exponents of the truth.
On the contrary He is the fagatguru or the Guru of all of us; the only difference is that some obey Him
wholeheartedly, while others do not obey Him directly.

In the Bhagavatam it is said:
acaryarn marn vijaniyah navamanyeta karhicit

na martya-buddyastiyeta sarva-devamayo guruh
‘One should understand the Spiritual Master to be as good as | am,” said the Blessed Lord. ‘Nobody
should be jealous of the Spiritual Master or think of Him as an ordinary man because the Spiritual

Master is the sum total of all demigods.’
That is, the Acarya has been identified with Godhead Himself. He has nothing to do with the affairs

. of this mundane world. He does not descend here to meddle with the affairs of temporary necessities

but to deliver the fallen and conditioned souls. He appears before us to reveal the light of the Vedas
and to bestow upon us the blessings of full-fledged freedom after which we should hanker at every step
of our life's journey.”
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- The Acaryadeva

Te transcendental knowledge of the Vedas was first
uttered by Godhead to Brahma, the Creator of this particular
universe. From Brahma the Knowledge descended to Narada,
from Narada to Vyasadeva, from Vyasadeva to Madhva and in
this process of disciplic succession the transcendental knowl-
edge was being transmitted by one disciple to another till it
= reached Lord Gauranga or Sri Krspa-Caitanya Who posed as
the Disciple and Successor of Sri Tévara Puri. The present
Acaryadeva is the tenth disciplic representative from $ri Rupa
Gosvami, the original representative of this transcendental
tradition in its fullness from Lord Caitanya. The knowledge
that we receive from Him is not different from that imparted
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The Acaryadeva

by Godhead Himself and the succession of the Acaryas in the preceptorial line of Brahma. We adore
this auspicious day as Sri Vyasa-piija Tithi because the Acarya is the living representative of Vyisadeva,
the Divine compiler of the Vedas, the Puranas, Gita, Mahabharata and the Bhagavatam.

Our knowledge is so poor, our senses are so imperfect and our sources are so limited that it is not
possible for us to have even the slightest knowledge of the absolute region without surrendering our-
selves at the Lotus Feet of $ri Vyisadeva or His bonafide representative. We cannot know anything of
the transcendental region by our limited perverted method of observation and experiment. But all of
us can lend our eager ears for the aural reception of the transcendental sound transmitted from that
region to this through the unadulterated medium of ST Gurudeva or Sri Vyasadeva. Therefore gentle-
men, we should surrender ourselves today to the Feet of the representative of Sri Vyasadeva for the
elimination of all our differences bred by our unsubmissive attitude. It is accordingly said in $r7 Gita:

tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jidanarh jidaninas tatva-darsinah

‘Just approach the wise and bonafide Spiritual Master. Surrender unto him first and try to understand
him by enquiries and service. Such a wise Spiritual Master will enlighten you with transcendental
knowledge because he has already known the Absolute Truth.’

To receive the transcendental knowledge we must completely surrender ourselves to the real Acarya in
a spirit of ardent enquiry and service. The actual performance of the service of the Absolute under the
guidance of the Acarya is the only vehicle by which we can assimilate the transcendental knowledge.
The offering of our humble services and homage to the Feet of the Acaryadeva will enable us to be
favoured with the capacity of assimilating the transcendental knowledge so kindly transmitted by Him
to all persons without distinction.
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The Aciryadeva

The Divine message from his holy lips is the congenial thing for the suffering humanity. All of us
should hear him patiently. If we listen to the Transcendental Sound without unnecessary opposition,
he will surely have mercy upon us. The Acdrya’s message is to take us back to our original home and
back to God. Therefore, we should hear Him patiently, follow Him in the measure of our conviction
and bow down at His Lotus Feet for releasing us of our present causeless unwillingness for serving
the Absolute and all souls.

Had he not appeared before us to deliver us from the thraldom of this gross worldly delusion—surely
we should have remained for lives and ages in the darkness of helpless captivity. Had he not appeared
before us, we would not have been able to understand the eternal truth of the sublime teaching of
Lord Caitanya,—had He not appeared before us, we could not have been able to know the significance
of the first sloka of Brahma-sarhhita:

TSvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-Gnanda-vigrahah
anadir adir govindah sarva-karana-karanam

‘Krsna who is known as Govinda is the Supreme Godhead. He has an eternal blissful spiritual body.
He is the Origin of all. He has no other origin and He is the Prime Cause of all causes.’”

—Abhay Charan Das
(A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada)
Sri Vyasa-phja Address, 1936
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Ufferings to His Divine Grace from his disciples at ISKCON temples around the world . . . Amherst

& dearmost Srila Prabhupida, it is only by the

dint of your guiding benediction and soul quenching
grace that we have been allowed to sip from the pure
ocean—our Lord Krsna’s causeless mercy. Even
though we taste but the tiniest rivulets of realization
and devotion it is such a relief from the pangs of
material miserics. By following your example as
servant to the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna, we are
slowly but surely learning to control our mind and
senses and to be true friends to everyone, by giving
them this simple program of chanting, dancing and
feasting. Srila Prabhupada you are Krsna’s messenger
so kindly paying this earthly kingdom a visit. Our
only duty is to give you the warmest possible recep-
tion by helping you in your mission of spreading the
rays of Lord Caitanya’s benediction moon.

This Amherst dsrama is surrounded by a five-
college area with about 45,000 students. We've been
here three and a half months engaging students
and townspeople in the joyous process of glorifying
the Supreme Enjoyer through dancing, feasting, chant-
ing, and preparation for the real graduation—eternal,
blissful life with Krsna. What nectar! Everyone is

thirsty for the absolutely pure association that you,
father Srila Prabhupada, are revealing to your blinded
children.

There was an average attendance of forty spirit
souls at a Krsna class held at the University of
Massachusetts. Already there are five new devotees,
who are daily distributing books and prasddam on
campus and at the Om Tat Sat bookstore in Amherst.
The semester was highlighted by a visit from the
“First Transcendental Exposition” who presented
their transcendental rock opera to hundreds of devo-
tees and students. By this modern media many stu-
dents were enchanted with Krsna consciousness and
impressed with the practicality of #avdsya. Even
other spiritual movements are attracted to Krsna. We
were recently invited to a kundalini-yoga restaurant
and everybody engaged in a most ecstatic kirtana,
mercy!

This summer will find us singing, dancing, chanting
and preaching in the New England seaside resorts,
attempting to calm some of the agitating whirlpools
of material entanglements with that truly *“pacific
ocean” of transcendental devotion which you have
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Amsterdam

caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai $ri-gurave namah
nama om visnu-paddaya krsna-presthdya bhiitale
§rimate bhaktiveddnta-svamin iti namine

Dearest Spiritual Father Srila Prabhupada:

We prostrate our bodies beneath Your sacred feet
which turn all soil they rest upon into a Holy Place;
on this most auspicious occasion our respectful
obeisances are unto You, our beloved spiritual mas-
ter who spreads the Benediction of Lord Caitanya
like golden honey flowing from the spiritual sky,
drenching us with sweetness.

With the Absolute Truth in Your blessed Hand,
chanting and dancing across the land!

Thinking Yourself the most fallen,

The lowest beggar at the feet of Your spiritual
master,

But You are part of the mahdtmd Tree

Which is eternally giving the conditioned souls

The most relishable fruits of krsna-premd.

You are the most humble and kind and merciful!

You are begging everybody to take the most pre-
cious gem:

The Hare Krsna mantra.

The demigods churned the milky ocean,

First came poison, next precious stones, then the
moon;

And later on, the kalpa-taru which grants every-
thing wished for.

All these were discarded by the gods in favor of
the nectar, amria,

For securing which they had embarked on their
great endeavor.

Similarly You have given the world

The most essential teaching of the Scriptures:

Chanting the mahdmantra as taught by Lord Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu,

Leaving aside the unessential things;

Lecturing non-stop, without caring for the occa-
sional flop,

At a frantic pace, Your Divine Grace,
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Amsterdam

Your wonderful face glowing like the sun
Illuminating all directions with its light,
Congquering us all, without a fight.

Your heart overflows with nectarean bliss

Upon hearing the pastimes of Sri Sri’ Radha and
Kisna.

So it has happened that Thee, O Graceful
Prabhupada,

Have risen like the sun in the Eastern horizon,

Illuminating the hearts of all with pure love for
Krsna.

You are the one who has the power from Lord
Krsna to give all living entities eternal liberation.

We offer our humble obeisances again and again to
You, because You are a pure devotee of Krsna, we
respect You always. O Srila Prabhupada, who is so
much absorbed in transcendental love

That Krsna can’t leave You even for the time of a
breath.

You who are the attraction of Radharani.

By the waves of devotional service,

Overflowing the conditioned souls

With an ocean of Grace!

You, who stays in life only for the service that
You render to Govinda.
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We pray for the time when we might follow
™ Your most humble example
' By becoming Krsna conscious,
Helping our blessed brothers
Rather than hindering them.
q We pray that very soon we will be able to use
every second in Your service rather than to dream
About illusory sense gratification and personal
‘-I prestige.
| | Please accept this humble prayer—
Let us ever lie prostrate
Beneath the dust of Your lotus feet.
q A single word from Your sanctified lips
Can turn a gloomy night into a fresh spring
afternoon!
You have come to lead us all back to Home
Back to Godhead,
To the tulasi-scented forests of St Vrndavana.
r] Please have mercy on these lowly fools called:
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the sun rises in the East moving Westward so You have brought Caitanya’s moon rising

full. Without Your Causeless Mercy no one could get out of the clutches of Maya. Birth and death, old age and

ma disease, these things every living entity is hankering after in this world only. Blinded by Maya’s curtain of illusion,

searching for what is not in this material world. Always getting kicked, never learning. O Jagadguru You alone have

the Divine key to save the world, nay the universe from Maya’s trap. Just like mice we went for the cheese and got
caught in this cycle of samsdra.

Prabhupada, You are the heaviest, the guru, immovable, always serving Krsna’s lotus feet, never flinching or lis-
tening to Maya’s call. The perfection of bhakti cult—Your Divine Grace. O most perfect of devotees, at Y our lotus
feet we beg shelter from Maya’s sting which for millions of births we thought was the way to be.

™ In this one short life that we thought all in all, by Krsna’s grace we have been led to You. Blinded by ignorance,
passion and greed we are totally unworthy of Your mercy. You are so pure and kind, giving the highest gift freely to
all who will take (Krsna-prema, pure bhakti, nothing less. An unceasing flow of nectar from Your lotus lips).

=» Awakening the world to Krsna’s Beauty and Fame, never stopping, always pushing on, encouraging Y our disciples
more every day to push on. Asking us to also pick up the torch light of knowledge and distribute it to the world.
With You as our Divine Master we cannot fail.

We are Your most unworthy servants. You are our eternal Master. With You at the helm we are crossing over this
"™ ocean of nescience, just as one steps over a cows hoofprmt full of water.
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Auckland

hearts into Gold.

Al glories to You Srila Prabhupada! You are taking the thorn of materialistic existence out of many,
many hearts and you are replacing it with the most fragrant flower of devotional service.
O Deliverer of fallen souls, Your glance is like touchstone in as much as it has turned the hardest

The sweet nectar of Love of Krsna is pouring constantly from Your lips and by Your example the
whole world can embrace Krsnaloka, that supreme abode of the Cowherd Boy, Govinda.

The whole world is steeped in impersonalism and voidism yet you are so sweetly offering the parched
and dry souls a drink of nectar from the shoreless Ocean of Mercy.

You are the real Spiritual Master, Srila Prabhupada, because You are always engaged in chanting the
names of the Lord and preaching the message of Lord Caitanya.

iou are Prabhupada

the Master at Whose Feet
All masters gather

And others we have seen
are shamed

and speechless

in Your presence

You are Prabhupada

Sophisticated and more than expert
at expressing Your mercy

through multifarious channels
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So many moods,

So many attractive features
Do You manifest

Before us

And we receive them
with joy

and revel

in their ecstasy

You are Prabhupada

the King

And you sit on a throne

of crushed velvet and golden lace

While the cream of humanity
dances in delight

and countless demigods
praise you from above

You are Prabhupada
Most humble servitor
of Your

Beloved Guru Maharaja

And tears came to our eyes
and our throats choked up
when You told

How He saved You



You are Prabhupada
the King of Comedians
and innumerable

are the occasions

That we’ve been victimized
by Your Bengali proverbs
and rolled on the floor

in uncontrollable hysteria

You are Prabhupada

the kind-hearted Grandfather

Who delights in Sarasvati’s rendition
of Manipuri dancing

And we’ve watched You
chuckle in glee

as You transcendentally
terrorize her

And her eyes widen in disbelief
at the thought of being

mailed away to America

in a tiny package

You are Prabhupada

the Perfectionist

and You dumbfounded us
that morning in Bombay

When Your hawk-like eyes
spotted us

committing offenses

we never knew existed

You are Prabhupada

More tolerant than the tree
And You lovingly accept
our impure service

And offer us knowledge
of Krsna in return
though we repeatedly.
offend Your Lotus Feet

You are Prabhupada

the Master Chef

And even bitter melon, somehow
becomes sweet when You cook it

Auckland

You are Prabhupada

the little Cowherd Boy from Goloka
And when You wander

round Your room

Looking at pictures

of Krsna and His friends

We realize how foolish we are

to have ever thought You an old man

You are Prabhupada
the Jet-age Swami
and the whole planet
is becoming a tirtha

By the touch
of Your Lotus Feet

You are Prabhupada

the Master Linguist
whose words and phrases
dance like puppets
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Auckland

On the pages of Your books
and Krsna Himself

is manifest before us

in all His splendour

You are Prabhupada

the Master of motion

and the swan-like gestures
of Your dancing hands

embrace our eyes

and captivate our hearts
enthralling us more
than a thousand ballets

You are Prabhupada

the raging lion

and the razor-like sharpness
of Your lightning attack

Rips to shreds

the imperfect argument
of even the most
formidable foe
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You are Prabhupada That anyone who claims
the submissive cow to know anything
and You give the milk of knowledge  about Sri Kisna -
wherever we lead You must have learned it from You
ISKCON Auckland

You are Prabhupada

the Concerned Shepherd
and Krsna MMA M&m 02@/\_

the Owner of the Flock
w/? %) /04/( f&‘?ﬂ»—vﬁc aRr"
Has sent You

to find His wayward sheep
and safely guide them
back to Home

You are Prabhupada ,V
flawless in every respect /)%_ -
and therefore more than worthy < :
of our ¢onstant worship 5&}“'\\&) ) @.Q_\_\._‘
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Austin

es, we want to be Krsna conscious; we are tired of lonely, ignorant, deathly lives
without any real happiness. We want to be free to live spiritual lives and be in love with Krsna and all His
creations.

Who does not want to be in Vrndavana with Radha, Krsna, Balarama and the cows? The words of Your
Divine Grace can give us real light beyond the unreality which Lord Krsna has created, but for which we
ourselves are responsible. “‘An affectionate father does not like that his children should be chastised by
another agent, still he puts his disobedient children under the custody of a severe man just to bring them in
order. But the all affectionate Almighty Father desires at the same time relief of the conditioned soul from
the clutches of the illusory energy.” (Bhdg. 1.7.5)

Lord Krsna has red lotus petal eyes and a peacock feather in His hair, He is perfect and complete and so
is the mercy at Your lotus feet. We are bowing down at Your lotus feet and await the day that our throats
will be choked up and our eyes will be flowing with uncontrollable tears, unable to express our appreciation
to Your Divine Grace. Please accept whatever gratitude You have created within us. ISKCON Austin

DT nadhe Cbs%a;qfltmac/laif Bkl Beu
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