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The Meaning of Vyasa-Piija

The day on which a disciple celebrates the appearance of his spiritual
master is called Vyisa-piji. The word “Vyasa” indicates Srila Vyisadeva, a
powerful incarnation of Krsna (God) who compiled all of the Vedic
literature, and “pija” means worship.

Vyasadeva appeared five thousand years ago, at the dawn of the present
Age of Quarrel, just when widespread moral deterioration was about to
begin. He could foresee that the people of this age would be short-lived, un-
fortunate and always disturbed.

Before Vyisadeva, all the Vedic scriptures were taught and received ver-
bally in disciplic succession. The memories of both the students and the
spiritual masters of those ages were so sharp that once they heard a transcen-
dental message from their spiritual master, the message was immediately im-
prlnted into their brains and considered a written language.

To give the unfortunate people of the modern age a chance to partake of
the knowledge contained in the Vedas, Sri Vyisadeva undertook the enormous
task of compilation. He composed the millions of Sanskrit verses of the
Mahabharata, the Vedanta-sitra and the Purdpas, including Srimad-Bhagavatam.
No one else in history can compare with him as a poet, phxlosopher or writer,
and he is thus known as Mahimuni (the great sageg He is the spiritual master
of all who follow the teachings of the Vedas. His final, mature work, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, is known as the “ripened fruit of the Vedas” and is sufficient in it-
self for God realization. The precious Bhdgavatam has been handed down in
disciplic succession, from guru to disciple, in an unbroken chain, and today
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, spiritual master of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, is delivering it in turn to
his disciples.

Out of his causeless mercy, Srila Vyisadeva wrote Srimad-Bhagavatam for
the benefit of the fallen people of Kah-yuga (the modern age), and out of his
causeless mercy Srila Prabhupada is personally translating and expanding this
monumental work—and he is preaching it throughout the Western world as
well. At the advanced age of seventy, he traveled under great hardship from
India to America to found the International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness, and today, nine years later, he tirelessly works eighteen to twenty hours
a day, still translating and preaching the eternal message of Srimad-
Bhagavatam: pure, unalloyed service to Krsna (God).






In 1936, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

delivered this poem as a Vyasa-Piija homage for
His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati

. Adore adore ye all
The happy day,
Blessed than heaven,

Sweeter than May,

When He appeared at Puri,

The holy place,
My Lord and Master,
His Divine Grace.

. Oh! my Master,
The evangelic angel,
Give us Thy light,
Light up Thy candle.
Struggle for existence
A Human race,
The only hope
His Divine Grace.

. Misled, we are

All going astray.
Save us, Lord,

Our fervent pray.
Wonder Thy ways

To turn our face,
Adore Thy feet,

Your Divine Grace.

. Forgotten Krsna,
We fallen souls
Pay most heavy
The illusion’s toll.
Darkness around
All untrace,
The only hope,
His Divine Grace.

. Message of service

Thou hast brought,
A healthful life

As Caitanya wrought.
Unknown to all,

It’s full of brace.
That’s your gift,

Your Divine Grace.

. Absolute is sentient

Thou hast proved,
Impersonal calamity
Thou has removed.
This gives us a life
Anew and fresh.
Worship thy feet,
Your Divine Grace.

. Had you not come,

Who had told
The message of Krsna,
Forceful and bold?
That’s your right,
You have the mace.
Save me, a fallen,
Your Divine Grace.

. The line of service

As drawn by you
Is pleasing and healthy,

Like morning dew.
The oldest of all,

But in new dress
Miracle done,

Your Divine Grace.






nama otir visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhitale
§rimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada who is very dear to Lord Krsna,
having taken shelter at His lotus feet.”

namas te sdrasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirviSesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

“Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master,
servant of Sarasvati Gosvimi. You are so kindly teaching the message
of Lord Caitanya and delivering the Western countries,
which are filled with voidism and impersonalism.”

VYASA-PUJA
Homages
from the

G.B.C.

The G.B.C. (Governing Body Commission) is an international committee of disciples
formed by Srila Prabhupida
to organize and govern the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.






I remember you in your association. I remember
you in your pictures. I remember you in your
smile or anger. I remember you dancing, chant-
ing or crying. But most of all, my beloved master,
I remember you in me. You are what I am; you
are forming my new desires, my new intelli-
gence and my new actions.

It is your words, Prabhupida, that have saved

me. The more I listen to them, the freer I be- -

come. In the dark jungle I have lived all my life.
Your words have led to your radiating, walking
shoes. Lost I have been for thousands and thou-
sands of years. And all of a sudden, through your
words, 1 discover these beautiful shiny soft shoes.
Attracting me in the beginning because they glit-
ter, they enchant me because they dance. .. .up
and down, to and fro. Then, they appear before
me, close to me, and humbly invite me to follow.
I love these shoes of yours, Prabhupada. I am still
in the dark world; I don't appreciate you for
what you really are—the friend of the gopis, etc. I
love you because of these shoes, because they are
taking me out of this scary dark jungle. They are
beautiful because [ have to search no more. I love
them because they give me relief. I remember

how much I used to run and used to get very:

bruised. That is how I developed this thick skin,
wounds on top of hardly healed wounds. The
holes in the ground, the trees, the animals, all
those scary things. No more! I have found these
two lovely shiny shoes; they are taking me out. I
have to worry no more, I have to fear no more,
and I have to bleed no more. Every step I know
exactly where to put. Walking is so easy in this
dense forest—no more risks to take. Your words
have proven and have convinced me that I will
fall no more, as long as I follow those shoes. And
it is such a relief, such a happy joyous walk,

knowing where to step next and having your
words as a guide.

Guruji, you see how selfish I am. You tell me,
“All right son, remain selfish, but tend your real
self-interest.” As I hear you say this over and
over to me, all of a sudden I start to hear you; I
start to believe you. I don’t care, Guruji, for Lord
Brahmi, who is in charge of such a wonderful
creation. I don’t care for all the great demigods.

I don’t care for all the magicians around. The
ones who can walk on the water or fly in the sky.
The ones who can go to the moon or make a
heart melt on fire. What have they done for me?
Nothing! Nothing! They simply made me more
and more blind. But your shoes are different.
They are my personal magician. They shine into
my life. They melt my heart.

I am still in the darkness of ignorance. But
lucky I am, I have your shoes. They run in front
of me, and they stop and wait for me, and some-
times they dance for me. And in very rare in-
stances, when I let them, they come and sit on
my head.

Guru, I have found life. Life is simply my
heart beating by your words, for your words. A
new taste, a new world. Anything which negates
your words is dead. I am far, far away from the
ocean, but through your words 1 have come to
believe that it exists. Reality has become your
words for me. Because I am poisoned, near you I
cannot come. I am not ready. I can’t hear your
words when I am near you. I can’t see your
shoes. I am so envious, I become deaf and blind.
So let me be with your words and shoes.

Atreya Rsi dasa adhikiri, GBC, Middle East,
Financial Affairs



Vyisa-Piija Offering

Beloved Gurudeva, I place myself before you,
in hopes that you can salvage something from my wasted life.

Due to sense gratification, I have lost all good qualities,
and now I am simply left trying to maintain my false pride.

O Gurudeva, you are like the sun which can purify the most
untouchable thing and still remain unaffected;
therefore you have allowed me to have the mercy of your darasana.

Except for your mercy only the terrible reactions to my sinful
life would await me,

like a hungry wolf.

Please mold me as you will and forgive my struggles to resist you;
I am low in intelligence and full of pride.

And you have stunned the whole world by teaching us how to live
without sinful activity and fruitive work.

As the insignificant crab becomes fearless when taking shelter
of the vast ocean;

You have showed us that the secret of fearlessness is in taking
shelter of Krsna’s holy name.

From you comes the strength to execute Krsna consciousness.






You have placed us in palaces and fed us with the finest foods;

You have made us famous to the world, although we had been merged
in an ocean of insignificant faces;

You have given us the highest knowledge with which even a child
can challenge a great philosopher;

You have removed the depression from our eyes, the rags
from our bodies and the dirt from our minds;

Cleansing us within and without, you have created effulgent,
moonlike faces where before there was only wasteland.

O Gurudeva, you have given us the chance to again share in the
~ opulence of our Father;

Please protect us and keep us from becoming mice again,

by losing sight that:

You are our Lord and Master;

You are the creator and maintainer of our fortune;

And it is only you who are keeping us from being devoured by

the material energy, our enemies and our egos.

All glories to the embodiment of glory—Srila Prabhupada;
You have picked us up from the rejected class;
And in full ecstasy are taking us back home, back to Godhead.

Bhagavan dasa adhikari, G.B.C.









Can you see what you have done to me, $rila
Prabhupida? You have made me your eternal
servitor. You cannot leave me, ever. Without
your service there is no existence for me. The
moment you leave I will fall down and begin to
suffocate like a flapping fish washed up from the
sea. I must have your service. Like a pet house
dog I will scamper after you, even though you
may try to leave me behind. Where you go, so
will L. If you die, then so will I. My life is already
yours, so there is no loss for me.

I won’t let you die. I will block death, and also
old age and disease. I will stand in the way and
not let them pass. I am guarding your door, and
by your grace I have the strength.

At least I can give you my own duration of
life. I can offer you my own youthfulness. Just as
the son of Yayiti agreed to offer his aging father
his own youthfulness so that his father could
prolong his enjoyment, even though it means the
end of the son’s, so I also agree. Take my youth,
my strength, my health. Give me your agedness.
Let all the discomforts come to me. Let all the
diseases come to me. Let death come and take me
* instead. Then there will be some small value to
my life. I have no asset other than my death for
your life. I am ready.

But, Krsna proclaims boldly in the Bhagavad-
gitd, kaunteya pratijanihi, na me bhaktyah pranasyati.
“My devotee never perishes.” You, Srila Prabhu-
pida, are Krsna’s devotee, and as far as [ have
seen, the only pure devotee in the world. So,
Krsna is making this promise to you. Because
you are the Lord’s pure devotee, you are not an
ordinary person. When Krysna certifies that
nothing can defeat you, that includes death.
“Thaiva tair jitah sargo.” You have already con-
quered over death. Who else in this world has
done this? Even Einstein was not able to out-
smart death. Just as God does not die, neither
does His devotee. “Na jayate mriyate va kaddcin.”

There is no death for the soul. “Na hanyate
hanyamane sarire.”” Only the body dies. You alone,
Srila Prabhupida, have fully realized what it
means to be spirit soul and not this body, and
you are now trying to teach this. Because you are
free from death, you want to save the rest of the
world. You have dedicated your life to this—
every moment, every thought, every word we
hear and read as your books. And, I think, you
will continue to teach anyone who wants to
learn, until you are satisfied that at least one of us
has understood that I WILL NOT DIE. Then
you will depart, having fulfilled your mission.

So what is the purpose of my trying to keep
Your Divine Grace from death? It is a foolish il-
lusion for me to think that you will die. At night
there is the tendency to think that the sun is no
longer in the sky. Actually the sun is shining
during the night as brightly as during the day,
only I cannot see it. I know the sun is there even
though it is out of my sight. It is a question of ac-
cepting authority and rejecting limited experien-
tial knowledge.

Some day you will leave me, but now I know
that you cannot die. Simply I will not be able to
see you. I may not be able to see you, but I will
be able to hear you. What you have tirelessly
spoken will echo in my heart and I will know
that you are there with Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, in the spiritual world. You
will still be living and continuing to please Krsna
as you are doing in this world. The only thing
for me to do after you leave will be to continue to
serve you and always do exactly what you have
told me to do. Then I will live with you forever,

as your humble servant,
Brahminanda Svimi
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Sti Vyisa-Paja Offering
At the Divine Lotus Feet of My Guru Mahirijaji
on His 79th Appearance Day

My dear Srila Prabhupida,

I beg to offer my most fallen dandavats at your

divine lotus feet. You are the genuine representa-

tive of Sri Krsna Vyisadeva, and therefore en-
titled to receive the Vyisa-Piija offerings from
your disciples every year. Sri Vyisadeva de-
scended by His causeless mercy to deliver the
fallen souls of this material world. You are the
representative of Vyisa as you are delivering that
same knowledge that is coming down from
Vyisa. Because the spiritual master delivers that
knowledge, without charge, he is offered respects
on his appearance day as the representative of
Vyasadeva, and this auspicious day is called
Vyisa Paji.

The fallen souls have forgotten that the goal of
this human life is to render transcendental lov-
ing service unto the Supreme Personality of God-
head. Though we living entities are parts and
parcels of the Lord, His eternal servitors, under
the illusion of Mdya we are forgetting this. This
knowledge of the goal of human life can only be
imparted by the genuine spiritual master, not
from a politician or a foolish person who has no
understanding of the individual soul and the
Supersoul who dwells in everyone. The genuine
spiritual master does not concoct his own theo-
ries, but only takes advantage of the Vedic
literature to free suffering humanity.

Although Srila Vyisadeva was a spiritual
master of everyone, He still accepted Nirada
Muni as his spiritual master. Lord Sri Krsna,
Lord Sri Rimacandra, and Lord Caitanya
Mahiprabhu, all incarnations of Godhead, ac-
cepted formal spiritual masters although by
Their transcendental nature, They had all
knowledge. The purpose was to show by Their
own conduct that one must have a spiritual
master.

In the Fourth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita, Lord
Krsna says:

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprainena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jianar
Jjfianinas tattva-darinah

“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a
spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively
and render service unto him. The self-realized
soul can impart knowledge unto you because he
has seen the truth.” (Bg. 4.34) Srila Prabhu-
pida, you are the perfect self-realized soul, who
is described in the above verse. As your name
implies, you are the genuine Bhaktivedinta. You
had the fortune to take birth in a family of devo-
tees and from your very birth you were trained
in devotional service to the Lord. Like the great
sages, you are impartial in distributing this tran-
scendental knowledge of devotional service. To
you, no one is friend or enemy; no one is edu-
cated or uneducated; no one is especially favora-
ble or unfavorable. You have disciples of almost
all nationalities. Because you are a pure devotee,
you are free from all kinds of sins. The Per-
sonality of Godhead is the purest entity, and un-
less one is equally purified from the infection of
material qualities, one cannot become a self-
realized soul like you. Being a pure devotee, you
never deviate from the teachings of Lord Krsna.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead, in both
Bhagavad-gita and  Srimad-Bhagavatam, has in-
structed us to surrender to Him:

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekarh Sarananh vraja

aharir tvar sarva-papebhyo
moksayisydmi ma Sucah

“Abandon all varieties of religion, and just sur-
render unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sin-
ful reaction. Do not fear.” And this is exactly
what you have been telling everyone. You never
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deviated from the truth to attract more followers.
When you first started the movement in New
York in 1966, some bogus svamis approached you
and suggested that you not enforce the four
regulative principles (no eating of meat, fish or
eggs; no intoxicants; no illicit sex life and no
gambling). You did not pay any attention to
these bogus svamis because you knew that these
regulative principles are coming down in dis-
ciplic succession and are absolute essentials for
genuine spiritual life. The Lord is the creator,
maintainer and annihilator of everything. The
whole manifested universe is existing by His will
and is annihilated by His will also. The Lord ex-
isted before the creation in His eternal abode and
will continue to remain after the annihilation
also. He is not one of the created beings. He is
transcendental. This, Srila Prabhaada, is your
message.

In the Vedas, the spiritual master has been de-
scribed as the representative of the Supreme
Lord. You represent the Supreme Lord just as the
viceroy represents a king. In one of your pur-
ports in the Bhagavad-gita you have stated: “One
can know God and one’s relationship with God
only when one actually meets a representative of
God. A representative of God never claims to be
God, although he is paid all the respect ordi-
narily paid to God because he has knowledge of
God.” Lord Caitanya stated that it is a fortunate
person who comes in contact with a bona fide
spiritual master by the grace of Krsna. The age
of Kali is very dangerous for the human being.
But by accepting you as captain of the ship, we
will be able to cross over the dangerous ocean of
Kali. The ship we are traveling in is the message
of Lord Sri Krsna in the shape of Bhagavad-gita
and Srimad-Bhdgavatam. In the Eleventh Canto of
Srimad-Bhagavatam Prabuddha tells Mahirija
Nimi: “My dear King, please know for certain
that in the material world there is no happiness.
It is simply a mistake to think that there is hap-
piness there, because this place is full of nothing
but miserable conditions. Any person who is

seriously desirous of achieving real happiness
must seek out a bona fide spmtual master and
take shelter of him by initiation.” Srila Prabhu-
pada, your disciples are experiencing happiness
by performing devotional service under your
guidance. This happiness is not temporary like
everything in the material world, but eternal,
permanent. As disciples, we must understand the
spiritual master’s position. The disciple is ad-
vised to worship the spiritual master as one
would worship the Supreme Lord Himself. In
the Eleventh Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sage
Prabuddha further tells Mahirija Nimi: “My
dear King, a disciple has to accept the spiritual
master not only as spiritual master, but also as
the representative of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead and the Supersoul. In other words, the
disciple should accept the spiritual master as God
because He is the external manifestation of
Krsna.” This is confirmed in every scripture, and
a disciple should accept the spiritual master as
such. For example, in the Gurv-astaka prayers by
Srila Visvanitha Cakravarti Thikura it is said:

saksad-dharitvena samasta-Sastrair
uktas tathd bhavyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh $ri-carandravindam

“The spiritual master is to be honored as much
as the Supreme Lord because he is the most con-
fidential servitor of the Lord. This is
acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and
followed by all authorities. Therefore I offer my
respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a
spmtual master, who is a bona fide representa-
tive of Sri Hari (Krsna).” (Gurv-astaka, 7)

It is only out of the Supreme Lord’s causeless
mercy for the fallen souls that He has sent you as
His representative to canvass on His behalf. Only
by serving and worshiping the spiritual master
can we please the Supreme Lord. The attitude of
the disciple should always be to satisfy the
spiritual master. Then it will be very easy for



him to understand spiritual knowledge. It is said
in the Vedas that for a person who has unflinch-
ing faith in God and the spiritual master, every-
thing becomes very easily revealed. This is stated
in Gurv-astaka (8):

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasydprasddan na gatih kuto 'pi

dhydyaris stuvarns tasya yasas tri-sandhyarh
vande gurol Sri-carandravindam

“By the mercy of the spiritual master one
receives the benediction of Krsna. Without the
grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make
any advancement. Therefore, I should always
remember and praise the spiritual master. At
least three times a day I should offer my respect-
ful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual
master.”

At no point should a disciple think that he is
equal to the spiritual master. In the Eleventh
Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Lord Krsna tells Ud-
dhava: “The spiritual master must never be con-
sidered on the same level with an ordinary
human being. One should never be envious of
the spiritual master, as one may be envious of
any ordinary man. The spiritual master should
always be seen as the representative of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and by serving
the spiritual master, one is able to serve all the
demigods.” Because you have pleased your
spiritual master, you have been successful in
your preaching efforts. The secret of your success
was that you took your spiritual master’s orders
seriously. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura had writ-
ten that just as one cannot separate the body
from the soul in this conditioned state, similarly
the disciple cannot separate the spiritual master’s
order from his very life. At the age of seventy
you sailed for the West, because it was your
Guru Mahiraja's desire to spread Lord
Caitanya’s teachings to the Western world. And
now, within a brief span of ten years, you have
opened over one hundred preaching centers and

translated into English the entire Caitanya-
caritamrta in eighteen volumes, Bhagavad-gitd, six
cantos of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Nectar of Devotion,
Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Teachings of

- Lord Caitanya plus hundreds of articles. Your

books are a matter of realization. As you have
said, “When you become self-realized, you auto-
matically write volumes of books.”

Srila Prabhupida, you are the living example
of the saintly person described in the Vedic
literature. Even at the old age of seventy-nine,
you are still traveling and preaching all over the
world, besides continuing your translating work.
You know that the highest welfare is not to pose
oneself as the friend of humanity, but to teach
that God, or Krsna, is the dearmost friend and
the only one who is capable of relieving the mis-
ery of every entity. You are preaching seriously
because you heard your Guru Mahirija’s lectures
very attentively. You have often told us of that
key to your approaching your Guru Mahirija.
You said that when you first started going to your
Guru Mahirdja he said of you, “This boy hears
very nicely. He does not go away. So I shall make
him a disciple.” This was your qualification. You
would simply inquire when Guru Mahirija
would speak; then sit down and go on hearing.
Even if you did not understand, you would not
leave. Your Guru Mahirija made you his disci-
ple, and the foremost of all.

You have now established this ISKCON in-
stitution to spread Lord Caitanya’s teachings to
the entire world. My only prayer to the Supreme
Lord Sri Krsna, Lord $ri Caitanya and your Guru
Mahirija is that you may stay with us for a long
time on this planet, so you can continue to guide
your fallen children, who now number in the
thousands.

Your servant,

Gopala Krsna dasa adhikiari GBC—India and
Southeast Asia

Trustee—Mayapura-Vrndivana Trust
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Sweet sweet can’t be beat
what a treat, them two lotus feet

Prabhupada, let me put my head on your two lotus feet
The whole world is running mad after a treat

But all their attempts will only meet defeat

Until they take shelter of your two lotus feet.

Prabhupada, your lotus feet have walked all over the earth
Establishing temples, and recovering the simple

Dishing out the sauce, that Krsna’s the boss

Teaching what we’ve lost, that we’re all krsna-dasa.

For so many crores, I've been maya’s clown

Now I'm throwing myself, down on the ground

P'm lowly as a snake, in a dark lake

Please! I need your protection from maya’s infection.

I'm burning in anguish in this blazing satsira
When will I tire and put out this fire

I keep going on, chewing the chewed

When will I give up this enjoying mood

Service is the name, and surrender is the game
Devotional service is always there—when will I care?
Taking seriously your instructions and stand like a man
And give all fallen souls a helping hand.

I'm sure you must get tired of this fool hanging around
The way I walk, the way I talk, just like a proud peacock
I'm the biggest rascal of all, I'm not on the ball

But you Prabhupada, to me, are the greatest of all.















Dear Srila Prabhupida,

1 offer my most humble obeisances unto you,
worshiping the sacred dust of your lotus feet
with awe and reverence. I beg to present myself
as one of the numberless conditioned souls, who
has been entrapped and heartbroken by the terri-
ble force of Miyi. My intelligence and goodness
are lost at the hands of material nature, and I am
very much embarassed to see the grotesque ma-
terial personality with which I am identifying
myself and my life.

In this false condition, my heart is in pain, and
I have come to you for relief. I can understand
that you are the opposite of me. I am eternally
conditioned, whereas you are eternally liberated.
I am always trying to serve my senses, whereas
you are serving the senses of Krsna. I am in dark-
ness and you are in light. I have made my perma-
nent residence in the darkness of this material
world, whereas you are always enjoying the light
of spiritual life. I am frustrated and disappointed,
and you are forever happy in spiritual bliss.

Therefore I am approaching you with all the
humility which a selfish person can find within
himself, and hoping against hope, begging to be
awarded pure devotional service.

Poem for Srila Prabhupada

We fall at your feet, O Jagad-guru

Suffering souls—we know not what to do

We were born on the lap of the cruel witch Maya
Now we approach you, searching for Krsna.

Owur childhood was filled with malicious play
Our studies were meant to bring soon the day
When we would become the lords of the earth
Till death dragged us down to a hellish rebirth.

Then you intervened, and entered our heart
Burning our karma and thus we could start
A spiritual life, serving your feet

Learning to love, not in love’s name to cheat.

With Krsna as the center, and you as the guide
Charming our hearts, and breaking our pride
We chant Hare Krsna, leaving Maya alone
Going back to Godhead, going back to Home.

Your eternal servant,
Hrdaydnanda dasa Gosvami
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Ioffer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus
feet of my spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida, who is
ever inviting all the fallen, conditioned souls to
associate with him on the platform of transcen-
dental loving service to the Lord. It was not in
search of followers, wealth or beautiful women
that Srila Prabhupida set off for America ten
years ago, but as the official representative of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, destined to
change the whole course of history.

Long envied for her wealth by the Western
countries, India has, of late, fallen into the inen-
viable position of being the world’s poorest
country. The notoriety that she suffers from this
has tended to discredit, in the eyes of modern
man, claims that her rich spiritual heritage could
be of any value. Such claims were further dis-
credited by the seemingly endless stream of yogis,
rsis, svamis and gurus, who, along with newly
devised philosophies especially designed to cater
to the senses and pocketbooks of the spiritually
naive Westerners, emigrated from India to the
greener pastures of the New World. It is only by
dint of the incomparable sincerity, purity and
determination of His Divine Grace that the in-
telligent class of men is now recovering from its
above mentioned prejudices and is beginning to
catch a glimpse of the unlimited treasure of
spiritual knowledge available in the Vedic
literature.

Undaunted by the adverse conditions that
confronted him on his arrival and propelled by
his unswerving devotion to the lotus feet of His
Divine Grace Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupida, $rila Prabhupida
has accomplished what could not have been ac-
complished by an ordinary man, and his ac-
complishments increase day by day. The readily
visible accomplishments would by themselves

. rank him to be extraordinary: he is the author of

ovér forty volumes, the founder-dacdrya of a
world-wide institution with over one hundred

centers and a yearly budget of over twenty
million dollars, and the teacher of thousands of
disciples.

Deeper study leads us to the conclusion that
even among extraordinary men he is not ordi-
nary. Indeed, in his shadow all of the so-called
extraordinary men in Western history are shown
to be insignificant ants, Lord Krsna, in the cream
of the Vedic literature, Srimad-Bhagavatam
(11.17.22), gives us a hint about his greatness:
“My dear Uddhava, the spiritual master must be
accepted not only as My representative but as My
very self. He must never be considered on the
same level with an ordinary human being. One
should never be envious of the spiritual master,
as one may be envious of an ordinary man. The
spiritual master should always be seen as the
representative of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, and by serving the spiritual master,
one is) able to serve all the demigods.” (NOD
p- 59 :
Lord Krsna is known as Mukunda, the giver of
liberation. Tiring of material rewards and their
accompanying entanglements, many in the West
are now seeking after His gift. Srila Prabhupida
has come to fulfill the desires of these world-
weary souls in a way that he is uniquely qualified
to do. Although many have advertised that
liberation from misery is available in a myriad of
other ways—from new cigarette brands and ex-
citing cinema features to a variety of medita-
tional processes leading to self-annihilation —no
one else has repeated Krsna's simple message as it
is:

tam eva Saranarir gaccha
sarva-bhavena bharata
tat-prasadat pardri Santiri

sus

sthanaris prapsyasi Sasvatam

“O scion of Bharata, surrender unto Him utterly.
By His grace you will attain transcendental















As it is ludicrous to think that a torchlight is
needed to show us the sun, so my words are not
needed to establish the glories of my spiritual
master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. The Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Lord Krsna Himself states in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, (11.17.27): “One should
know the spiritual master as Myself and never
disrespect him in any way. One should not envy
him, thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the
representative of all the demigods”” And
Krsnadisa Kavirija, the empowered author of
Caitanya-caritamrta has written: “According to
the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures,
the spiritual master is nondifferent from Krsna.
Lord Krsna in the form of the spiritual master
delivers His devotees” (Cc Adi 1.45)
Throughout the Vedic literature, it is stressed
that attainment of one’s original existence as
eternity, bliss, and knowledge is only possible by
receiving the mercy of God through His repre-
sentative, the guru. In the Bhagavad-gita (4.34)
the Lord states that one should make submissive
inquiry and render service unto a bona fide
spiritual master, who in turn will reveal to his
disciple the eternal living relationship of the
Supreme Lord and the living beings. It is stated
in the Mundaka Upanisad (2.2.24): “To know the
truth, one must of necessity go to a guru who is
learned and devoted to Brahman.” So not on my
words of conjecture will I speak anything about
my spiritual master, but on the basis of the au-
thoritative books of spiritual science. I am pre-
pared to speak to thousands of scholars and phi-
losophers to convince them that my spiritual
master is the most learned and magnanimous of
all persons, and that he is capable of giving
shelter to the whole of the anxiety-filled
humanity, as well as to all other suffering living

beings.

There is no question of being silent, conserva-
tive or compromising on this point. There is an
urgent need to rescue all living beings from per-
petual sufferings which they are experiencing
through transmigration, birth after birth.
Visvanitha Cakravarti states in his Gurv-astaka
(2): “The spiritual master is receiving benedic-
tion from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud
pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so
the spiritual master delivers the materially
afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing fire
of material existence.”” All living beings, whether
born with all aristocratic facilities of the
demigods, or whether hatched as bugs in a pile of
stool—all exist in an atmosphere of constant
calamities. Birth takes place under extreme pain,
and old age curtails the dream of the pleasures of
the senses. “For one who has taken his birth,
death is certain.” But by reviving a conditioned
soul’s eternal spiritual consciousness, a spiritual
master can set his disciple on the path of com-
plete freedom from all the miseries of material
existence. As stated in the Bhagavad-gita (8.16):
“For the soul there is never birth nor death.”
“From the highest planet in the material world
down to the lowest, all are places of misery
wherein repeated birth and death take place. But
one who attains to My abode, O son of Kunti,
never takes birth again.” To transfer to the eter-
nal abode of the Supreme Lord, which is the goal
of all living beings, is only possible by the mercy
of the spiritual master. As stated above by
Krsnadisa Kavirija, Krsna sends the spiritual
master to deliver His devotees. The spiritual
master trains us to become devotees of Krsna,
Who liberates us from material birth and death.
“By the mercy of the spiritual master one
receives the benediction of Krsna. Without the
grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make
any advancement.” Whoever refuses the mercy
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of the spiritual master is the worst fool, con-
demned to rot in material suffering. Such a fool
is compared to a man who has fallen into a deep
well, and upon being lowered a stout rope by a
rescuer, he disdains it.

A human being's sole mission, for which he
has been granted the added facilities of human
life, is to approach the representative of the
Supreme Lord, and learn how to get release from
the repeated cycle of birth and death. The pre-
sent age is almost completely dark in this respect.
Material progress, material pleasure, and so-
called material learning are stressed, while
spiritual knowledge is hid. But the strong ray of
light provided by the bonafide spiritual master
can dispell the whole universe of darkness.

The question may be asked, How do I know
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupida is nondifferent from the ideal
spiritual master described in the Vedic verses?
The answer is that Srila Prabhupida is a bona
fide spiritual master because he meets all the
qualifications. For one, he is coming in disciplic
succession of spiritual masters of the Brahma-
Madhva-Gaudiya-sampradiya. This means that
he has not concocted any teachings, but is
repeating what he has been taught by his
spiritual master, which is coming in succession
from the Supreme Lord Himself, Krsna, the
original Visnu. Krsna taught Brahma, Brahmai
taught Nirada, and Nirada taught Vyasadeva,
the compiler of all the Vedic $dstras. The great
Vaisnava teacher Madhvicarya came after Vyisa,
and five hundred years ago, Lord Caitanya—
who is Krsna Himself in the role of a devotee —
appeared in the same disciplic succession. Srila
Prabhupida is the eleventh spiritual master in
succession, since the time of Lord Caitanya. Srila
Prabhupida has proved his spiritual potency by
translating and authoritatively commenting on
many - volumes of the Vedic literature. But
nowhere in his writing or speaking has he

changed the message of Krsna. By presenting it
purely, as contained in the scripture, and as car-
ried down by the disciplic succession he has suc-
ceeded in making thousands of young men and
women, especially in the West, into devotees of
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Al-
though the Vedic scriptures, especially Bhagavad-
gitd, have been available in English for a few
hundred years, and although svamis have been
coming from India for about a hundred years, no
teacher of the Vedas has made a single Westerner
into an actual devotee of Krsna. Our spiritual
master is not a fashionable guru who cannot ac-
tually deliver his disciples from material anxiety.
By his preaching he has acted as the savior of
thousands. His message is Krsna’s: “Chant Hare
Krsna, worship the Supreme Lord as His eternal
servitor and go back to Godhead.” There is no
extravagance or exaggeration in presenting Srila
Prabhupada as exactly fitting the exalted de-
scription of guru as given in Gurv-astaka (7):
“The spiritual master is to be honored as much
as the Supreme Lord because he is the most con-
fidential servitor of the Lord.”

As dearmost servant of the Lord, Srila Prabhu-
pida’s transcendental pre-eminence is
thoroughly established. It is only we who are
having difficulty in taking our rightful position.
We are eternal servants of the Lord, but we are
struggling to be the Supreme. The spiritual
master comes to teach us surrender to Krsna,
which alone will make us happy. That surrender
is practically gained by always meditating on,
worshiping and actually executing the order of
the spiritual master. Let us pray on this Vyisa-
piji day to become fit instruments for carrying
out the desires of the pure devotee spiritual
master, Srila Prabhupida, so that we also can
preach, and all beings can benefit by the spread-
ing of Krsna consciousness.

Satsvariipa dasa Gosvami, G.B.C.









O master, your mercy has no limit. You have
picked me up, who had fallen so low that I could
find no way out of my suffering. My position was
without hope. Then you came, and as the sun
drives away the darkness of night, your presence
revealed a2 new hope, an end to my blinded con-
dition. I have seen the ocean of my nescience be-
come dried up. There is no reason for all of this
to have happened. It is by your causeless mercy.

O Prabhupada, lead me forward to join Lord
Caitanya’s sankirtana party. When you chant the
Hare Krsna mantra, all mundane sound vibrations
are defeated. By your chanting of Vedic sound,
the goal of the Vedas—Krsna—becomes revealed.

O master, thank you for engaging me in the
service of Their Lordships, Ridhi and
Dimodara. When I bathe Them each morning I
recall so many of your descriptions of Krsna and
I feel myself transported into Goloka. Krsna is in
my heart, but blind as [ am, I did not know Him.
Now you have stolen in and picked the lock of
my heart, and Krsna has become revealed.

In Bombay once 1 remarked to you, “Srila
Prabhupida, how nice it is that you read your
own books.” But you corrected me, saying that

these were not your creations, but they were dic-
tations from Krsna, so naturally you were keen to
read them. Who can estimate the value of these
books? They contain the entire heritage of our
Brahmi-Midhva-Gaudiya-sampradaya. As the
recipient of all the previous dcdryas’ mercy, you
have made your books transparent media
through which the spiritual world can be
realized.

O Gurudeva, you have come to fulfill the
prophecy of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu: in
every town and village His holy name would be
chanted and heard. You are offering Lord
Caitanya’s blessings to everyone and thereby
delivering the whole planet. No one can estimate
your glories. I am just a foolish, froglike creature,
who cannot even begin to estimate the unlimited

ocean of your mercy. I prostrate myself at your .

lotus feet, a beggar devoid of any qualifications,
and I pray that I may have just one particle of
one drop of that mercy.

Tamala Krsna Gosvami
Travelling GBC
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Amsterdam, Holland

We earnestly offer our most humble obei-
sances to the lotus feet of our dearmost spiritual
master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami. He has mercifully saved us all from serv-
ing the fruitless, hopeless frustration of laboring
after flickering material gain. Somehow or other,
we have become benedicted with the association
of this pure soul, who is cent per cent engaged in
the transcendental loving service of the Supreme
Lord, Sri Krsna. The spiritual master sees very
clearly that all living entities, moving and non-
moving, are eternal parts and parcels of Sri
Krsna. He feels great compassion for those who
choose to forget Krsna, as there is no knowledge,
eternal life or happiness without Krsna.

The spiritual master follows in a disciplic
chain which invites one to live in the spiritual
kingdom known as Vaikuntha. This is the abode
of $ri Krsna and Lord Caitanya. Anyone can live
with Krsna and go back to home, back to God-
head, simply by surrendering to the lotus feet of
Srila Prabhupida. Only the foolish or ignorant
will ignore his invitation.

Here in Amsterdam, which is the pacesetter of
sense enjoyment for Europe, it is like a dried up
desert. As time goes on, the pace increases faster
and faster; more anxiety, bewilderment and
complexities appear. We humbly appeal to these
dried up souls to please drink from the ocean of
nectar which Srila Prabhupida offers in un-
limited quantity.

The spiritual master does not deviate from
Krsna's instructions. By satisfying the guru, we
can satisfy Krsna. Krsna is the original spiritual
master and He says that we should surrender to
Him. Srila Prabhupida offers this same message
intact—surrender to Krsna. He has no indepen-
dent, personal motive, but simply wants what
Krsna wants.

The spiritual master considers himself to be
the servant of the servant. He has no desire to ac-
cumulate wealth, overlord others, and enjoy ma-
terial pleasures. He simply wants to dovetail

everyone and everything in the glorification of
the Supreme Lord. Only by accepting this con-
cept can we have either individual or collective
peace, in this or future lives. Only by serving the
spiritual master can we see Krsna face to face.

Pustakrsna Svami
Locananda dasa adhikari
Purafijana dasa adhikari
Harikrgna dasa adhikari
Mahavidya dasa brahmacari
Mrgapati désa brahmacari
Mathura dasa brahmacari
Atménanda dasa brahmaciri
Madhumangala dasa brahmacari
Vimuktisanga dasa adhikari
Tirthasidhaka dasa adhikari
Dattitreya dasa brahmacari
Candrasekhara dasa brahmaciri
Jagadeva dasa brahmacari
Parividha dasa brahmacari
Vasiittama dasa brahmacari
Sudaréana dasa brahmacéri
Agnipana dasa brahmacari
Gabriel prabhu

Johan prabhu

Ernesto prabhu

Lee prabhu

Henk prabhu

Tsvari-devi dasi
Astasakhi-devi dasi
Malati-devi dasi
Rukminipriya-devi dasi
Sailendriya-devi dasi
Riamadevi dasi
Nabhasvati-devi dasi
Nikufijavasini-devi dasi
Anita prabhu

Annie prabhu

Roepvarti prabhu



Ann Arbor

Dear Srila Prabhupida,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. We
have been in this small college town for almost
one year. By remembering your instructions, we
have always been protected and enlivened, so we
are feeling very fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to speak of your glory.

It is said in the Vedas, “Hearing is the begin-
ning of understanding,” and having heard from
you, we have come here to present the real goal
of knowledge. Krsna says, “All things are sus-
pended on Me like pearls on a thread” Any field
of knowledge separate from this conclusion is
simply so many zeros. They want the kingdom
of God without God—but that is hell, and so
they have created their fools’ society of cheaters
and cheated.

They are very proud of their education and
have many books and subjects to study, but
Krsna says in the very beginning of the Bhagavad-
gita, “You are speaking like a learned man,
Arjuna, but actually you are a fool.” Why is that?
Because he was thinking, “I am this body, these
are my kinsmen, and this is my kingdom.” Krsna
says the beginning of knowledge is to know the
body as the field, and ourselves as the separate
knowers of that field. Before we can decide our
self-interest, Krsna says that we are eternal. We
do not die when the body dies. “*Of that which is
material, there is no duration; of that which is
eternal, there is no cessation.”” They are all strug-
gling very hard to maintain that which is
destined to change, and due to their lack of
knowledge they are always in anxiety about
when death will come and finish the whole busi-
ness. You have pointed this fallacy out to us, and
those who will not hear this from you, in spite of
their Ph.D.s, are no better than animals because
their knowledge is simply how to elaborate on
the principles of animal life—eating, sleeping,
mating and defending. And in a society of un-

controlled animals, where is the question of
peace or progress? Krsna is the Paramesvara, the
supreme and perfect controller. The sun is shin-
ing on the ocean. It distills the pure water and
carries it in clouds to the mountains. There it is
stored in the form of snow until spring,
whereupon it melts, forming rivers, and carries
all the minerals from the mountains to the farm-
lands below. As they flow they supply all types of
needs and carry off the refuse and wastes to
deposit them in the ocean, where the cycle starts
once again. This is the all-encompassing knowl-
edge of God. They challenge, “What is the
necessity of worshiping God? Simply work hard
and enjoy!” But the economy depends on food
grains, grains depend on rains, and rains are sup-
plied by God, as He is pleased with the activities
of human society.

Dharmasya hy apavargasya. You are not speaking
sentiment or sectarian doctrine, but the eternal
activity of every living being—jivera svanipa
haya—krsnera nitya-ddsa. You have delivered us
from struggling hard for actually unwanted
things. You have awakened us from our slumber
in the jaws of death. You have turned us from
drinking the poison of lust to relish the un-
limited pleasure of divine service. We can never
repay you, so we are simply hoping to somehow
or other please you by distributing your mercy to
others. Thank you for engaging us in your most
sublime service.

Badarinardyana dasa adhikari
Paripiirna dasa brahmacari
Dayalanitai dasa adhikari
Bhakta Alan

Navasi-devi dasi
Jaganmayi-devi dasi

Bhaktin Pam

Bhaktin Diane

Janaki-devi dasi
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gitd, Srimad-Bhagavatam, etc.; thousands are being
distributed daily. Thus, by definition, he is the
dcdrya for the age.

B—bona fide: Sage Prabudha tells Mahirija
Nimi: “Any person who is seriously desirous of
achieving real happiness must seek out a bona
fide spiritual master and take shelter of him by
initiation. The qualification of a spiritual master
is that he must have realized the conclusion of
the scriptures by deliberation and arguments and
thus be able to convince others of the conclu-
sions.” Before he came to the West, so many edi-
tions of the Bhagavad-giti had been printed, but
not one person came forwatd to become a devo-
tee of the Lord. But now that his Bhagavad-gitd As
It I is available, devotional service is spreading
to every town and village of the world.

C—compassionate: Prahlida Mahirija says in
the Srimad-Bhdgavatam, Seventh Canto Chapter
Nine: “My Lord, I do not need salvation alone.
Unless I take all these rascals and fools with me I
shall not go.” In the Nectar of Devotion Srila
Prabhupida explains that “‘sometimes even at a
risk, a sannydsi in the line of Caitanya
Mahiprabhu may accept even a person who is
not thoroughly fit to become a disciple. Later on,
by the mercy of such a bona fide spiritual master,
the disciple is gradually elevated.” And once he
said in great Vaispava humility, “My only fault is
that I have taken so many unqualified disciples.”
Therefore, he must be the compassion of the
Lord personified.

D—determination: In the Bhagavad-gita great
mahatmds such as Srila Prabhupada are described:
“Always chanting My glories, endeavoring with
great determination, bowing down before Me,
these great souls perpetually worship Me with
devotion.” When he arrived in Boston on the
Jaladuta, he thought, “Most of the population
here is covered by the ignorance and passion
modes of nature, and I do not know how they
will be able to understand the transcendental
message of Vasudeva.” Still he came and pushed

on, even against so many obstacles year after
year. That is determination.

E—empowered: “All the purposes of the
small ponds can at once be served by the great
reservoirs of water. Similarly, all the purposes of
the Vedas can be served to one who knows the
purpose behind them.” (Bg. 2.46) Because he
knows Krsna, he is complete in all mystic perfec-
tions—he can even transform dogs into devotees.

F—fearless: “For one who sees me every-
where and sees everything in me, I am never lost
nor is he lost to Me” (Bg. 6.30) Because
Prabhupida never loses sight of Krsna, he, like
Prahlada Mahirija, is able to preach strongly,
even in the midst of demons. Once on coast to
coast television, he was asked, “Well, Svamiji,
what do you think of America?” and he replied,
“You have a nation of cats and dogs.”

G—gift: “One, therefore, should not take this
process of Krsna consciousness as something
cheap, but as a matchless gift bestowed upon
suffering humanity by the Lord Himself.” In the
same way, we take Srila Prabhupida to be the
matchless gift, the mercy incarnation of the Lord
Himself. “By the mercy of Krsna one gets gury,
and by the mercy of guru one gets Krsna.”

H—highest: “And of all yogis he who always
abides in Me with great faith, worshiping Me in
transcendental loving service, is most intimately
united with Me in yoga and is highest of all.”
(Bg. 6.47) In this verse, the word bhajate does
not exactly mean worship but, rather, exclusive
transcendental loving service to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Prabhupiada is only
serving Krsna. Once he said, “The people, they
may not understand, but Krsna will be pleased
and that is our mission. . .we mustn’t be disap-
pointed that no one is hearing Krsna conscious-
ness. We will say it to the moon and stars and all
directions. We will cry in the wilderness, be-
cause Krsna is everywhere.” (May 26, 1968)

I—influential: In the Vildpa-kusamarjali,
Raghunitha disa Gosvimi says, I was unwilling
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to drink the nectar of devotional service
possessed of renunciation, but Sanitana
Gosvami, out of his causeless mercy, made me
drink even though I was otherwise unable to do
so” Similarly, by the causeless mercy of Srila
Prabhupida’s divine influence, those who were
otherwise disinclined are induced to taste the
sweet nectar of Krsna consciousness. Thus, all
over the world, mlecchas, yavanas and other un-
qualified persons are becoming great devotees of
the Lotd by his influence only.

J—joyful: The spiritual master is always
joyful, having retired from all material enjoy-
ment meant for superficial happiness by con-
stantly relishing boundless transcendental
pleasure from within. (Bg. 6.20)

K—knowledge: The spiritual master is the
most knowledgeable person because he knows
the goal of knowledge (Vedinta) is to develop
love of God (bhakti) and, therefore, he is called
Bhaktivedanta.

L—liberal: Canakya Pandita teaches that a

liberal person is one who can take gold even
from an unclean place. We are all rotten and
fallen, but Srila Prabhupida is so liberal that he
is extracting krspa-bhakti even from our dirty
hearts.
" M—munificent: $rila Ripa Gosvimi Prabhu-
pada says that Lord Caitanya is the most munifi-
cent of all incarnations because He is giving
freely what no one has ever given before: krsna-
prema. Now Srila Prabhupida is so kindly
delivering that same love of God all over the uni-
verse, and therefore, he is the most munificent of
all jivas.

N—nonenvious: Srinivisa Acirya says that
the Gosvamis of Vrndivana, in whose steps Srila
Prabhupada follows, were “popular with the
gentle and the ruffians because they were not en-
vious of anyone.” We have seen great scholars
and Ph.d.’s fall at Prabhupada’s feet while ex-
hoodlums and drug addicts cry to see him dance
in the ecstasy of Krsna consciousness.

O—opulent: “Wherever there is Krsna, the
master of mystics, and wherever there is Arjuna,
the supreme archer, there will also certainly be
opulence, victory, extraordinary power and
morality.” (Bg. 18.78) In the material world
men seek wealth and good sons. Prabhupida
gave up his own family and livelihood to preach
Bhagavad-gita in the West. Now he has crores and
crores of dollars and thousands of strong, obe-
dient sons. Because he is surrendered to
Bhagavan, there is never any scarcity of opulence
for him.

P—practical: In the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, it is
explained that even a brahmana has knowledge by
practical application (jiidnarir vijfidnam dstikyam),
so what to speak of an elevated pure devotee such
as Srila Prabhupida. Recently in Mayipura he
said, “At least for me, this Krsna consciousness is
no longer theoretical; it is practical. I can solve
all the problems.” And he can. If only we fools
and rascals would fully surrender at his lotus
feet, the whole world would immediately be-
come Vaikuntha.

Q—qualified: Premafijnana-cchurita-bhakti-
vilocanena (Brahma-sarihitd). Thus, he is seeing
God everywhere. What is there that could be
more of a qualification than this?

R—respectful: This is one of Sri Krsna's
qualities which Prabhupida has defined as “A
person who shows adequate respect to a spiritual
master, a brdhmana and an old person is to be
understood as being respectful.”” During his stay
in Atlanta he observed the appearance day of
Om \{isnupﬁda Paramaharhsa Parivrajakacirya
108 Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati
Gosvimi Mahiraja Prabhupada with the utmost
respect and veneration. We pray to come to such
an understanding in our Vyasa-Pija celebration.

S—supreme: Supreme Personality of Servitor
Godhead. “Only out of His immense compassion
does the Personality of Godhead reveal Himself
as the spiritual master. Therefore, in the dealings



of an dcdrya there are no activities but those of
transcendental loving service to the Lord. He is
the SUPREME PERSONALITY OF SERVITOR

GODHEAD.” (Cc. Adi-lila 46) All over the:

world people must now come to understand that
His Divine Grace is actually Prabhupada, the
representative of the lotus feet of the Lord,
where the entire universe can take refuge.

T—truthful: “Although sometimes the truth
is unpalatable, one should not refrain from
speaking it. Truthfulness demands that the facts
be presented as they are for the benefit of others.
That is the definition of truth.” To the inter-
national news media he recently denounced one
sixteen-year-old self-styled boy-god as a “cheap
cheat” and a “dog” In Vindivana, when
severely criticized for explaining that the fallen
gosvamis would have to take their next birth as
dogs, he replied, “What can 1do? I have to speak
the truth.”

U—unﬂmchmg “Faith means unflinching
trust in something sublime.” Srila Prabhupiada
said, “I never feel that I am alone. Of course,
when I came to your country without any friend,
without any means, practically just like a vaga-
bond I came. But I had full faith that my Guru
Mahirija was with me. I never lost this faith and
it is a fact.”

V—Visnupida: “O Sata, those great sages
who have completely taken shelter of the lotus
feet of the Lord can at once sanctify those who
come in touch with them, whereas the waters of
the Ganges can sanctify only after prolonged
use.” (Bhag. 1.1.15) Regarding his students,
Krsna Book says, “When they are dressed with
saffron-colored cloth, with tilaka on their
foreheads and beads in their hands and on their
necks, they look exactly as if they come directly
from Vaikuntha.” Thus, he is a spiritual
touchstone, the mercy manifestation of the
Lord’s lotus feet.

W —well-wisher: Srila Narottama disa prays,
“Q Vaisnava Gosvami, you are the savior of the

fallen; without you there is no ome” We,
Prabhupida’s fallen disciples, are happy and suc-
cessful in life only because of his attitude as
“your ever well-wisher.”

X —Xenia (2 small town in Ohio): Prthivite
dche yata nagaradi grama/ sarvatra pracira haibe mora
nama (Sri Caitanya-bhagavata). Now, even in this
obscure corner of the world, Xenia, Ohio, people
are reading Prabhupada’s books. Thus, by his ex-
alted efforts, Lord Caitanya’s desire is being
fulfilled. The entire universe falls at his feet in
gratitude.

Y —yogi: “When the yogi, by practice of yoga,
disciplines his mental activities and becomes
situated in transcendence —devoid of all material
desires—he is said to have attained yoga”
(Bg. 6.18) In Boston, a radio commentator once
asked Srila Prabhupida, “Since you are a yogi,
can you perform some miracle?” “Yes,” he
replied, “I can go into a room filled with
beautiful women and not become agitated.”
Thus, he is the real yogi, not the rascals who trick
others by their material jugglery.

Z—zealous: Lord Caitanya said, “Therefore,
I order every man within this universe to accept
this Krsna consciousness movement and dis-
tribute it everywhere.” (Cc. Adi-lili 9.36) As
the conditioned soul feels the pushing of his un-
controlled senses, so Srila Prabhupﬁda always
feels the pushing of this order of Sri Caitanya
Mahiprabhu, and thus, his zeal to spread love of
God everywhere is unlimited.

His transcendental glories are certainly
unfathomable, and not the least of them is that
somehow or other he has extracted us from the
mire of material existence. We were standing in
the deepest darkness, alone and afraid. Then he
called to us. Now we are calling to him, begging
for his mercy. He is saving so many fallen souls,
and we have nowhere else to turn. We fall in the
dust of his lotus feet.
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nama otis visnu paddya krsna-presthaya bhitale
Srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti nimine

namas te sirasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine

nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

On the occasion of your appearance, Srila
Prabhupada, it is our desire to offer glorification
of your merciful pastimes of delivering us from
the deepest dark well of material existence. Of
course, it is impossible for us at present to even
begin to know the smallest fraction of how
greatly merciful you are, what to speak of writ-
ing some appropriate offering that does not fall
far short of expressing the full extent of your
mercy. But it is our request that faulty and
poorly compiled as it is, you please accept and
excuse us and our Vyisa-Paji offering, with all
its shortcomings.

ori ajfiana-timirandhasya jfidnafijana-salakaya

caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai $ri-gurave namah

In Teachings of Lord Caitanya, when the Lord
was inquiring from Raminanda Riya as to what
is considered the most painful existence, Rimi-
nanda Riya replied that separation from a pure
devotee constitutes the most painful existence.
So, Srila Prabhupida, you have foregone all per-
sonal considerations and have come to give us
your personal association in order that we will be
relieved of this pain which has plagued us for so
long. You are teaching us by personal example
and precept how to become qualified not only to
free ourselves from illusion, but also how to help
in freeing others.

Your instructions come to us through your
books, the production of which you have

tirelessly supervised. You have left the distribu-
tion up to us, your disciples. These transcenden-
tal instructions are our eternal link with you and
are the only way to relieve society as a whole of
its problems, which have arisen due to a lack of
education in spiritual science.

You have so mercifully expanded yourself into
your books; we and anyone else can have your
association simply by reading them. Lord
Caitanya inquired further from Riméinanda
Riya: “What is the most profitable thing in the
wotld, the essence of all auspicious events?”
Riminanda Riya replied, “There is nothing as
profitable as the association of pure devotees.”
(TLC -.341)

So, we are simply trying to follow in your '

footsteps, Srila Prabhupida, and relish the nectar
of your kind association, by which we can some-
day become truly first-class representatives of
Your Divine Grace.

Yaéomati-nandana désa brahmacari
Gopikanta dasa brahmacari

Ramai dasa brahmacari

Rama dasa adhikari

Bhakta Mark

Sukla-devi dasi
Gunavrati-devi dasi
Laksmani-devi dasi

Bhaktin Una
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