















































Our merciful master, Srila Prabhupadal
Take pity and help us to follow God's law.
By desires we're tortured, we beg for relief,
We beg for the shelter of your lotus feet.

Only you know, and not hellish society,
The glory of Krsna's Supreme Personality.
Now we are begging, we want to know Him too;
And only your lordship knows thus what to do.

To engage us in spiritual bliss,
That is your grace, the world's greatest gift.
You are free from all envy, you're our only friend,
Please accept our obeisances, again and again.

O jagad-guru, you have come in a line
0f jagad-gurus beyond space and time.

You've declared the best knowledge that can ever be;
Krsna, the Supreme Personality.

We fall at your feet, we beg for your grace.
Please take us out of our present disgrace.
You're the emblem of Bhagavad-gita;
Moving the world when you chant Hare Krsna.

Without your mercy, we'll suffer forever,
Our hearts in a knot that we'll never sever.
O please intervene! We are lost helpless souls
Who fall in the dust of your lotus feet.

Hrdaydnanda dasa Goswami
GBC - Mexico and South America
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Against material love, fame and power,
Against unnecessary comfort and renouncing duty.

How many times have I felt the razor's edge,

Of choice between truth and illusion,

And you were always there to save, encourage and forgive.
By your mercy only ordeal turned into blessing.

Still I see far, far into the distance,

A purified image of myself,

And I pray you will watch for me, for I do not know
How many lifetimes in front of me that image is.

O my Lord and master, Sri Gurudeva,

When will the time come, when your word and instruction
Will be received by me as the sweetest nectar, and that
Ocean of bliss will rush in to £ill my dry heart.

Please give me the strength and determination,

To always remember I am just a servant, to remember
The goal of all this work, to make my life
Non-different from what I speak.

Let me continue to serve you when you are not here,
Reciting the glories of your mercy, your blessings,

Which are overflowing, sweeping away the filth of Kali-yuga.
All glories to you, my father and master.

Your bliss reveals the repulsive face of

Material happiness. Your glory embarrasses the sun,
Moon and lotus. Please hear me, as I stand

Calling for your shelter.

Bhagavan das adhikarT,
GBC Mediterranean
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6 ATLANTA

that we may remain ever fixed in your loving service,
keeping a humble and submissive attitude, fully surrender-
ing our minds, bodies and words unto you. We beg to put
our unworthy selves under your divine protection as your
eternal servitors.

Atlanta ISKOON

Balavanta das adhikari Sanandananda-mafijari devi dasi
Ridhda-mchana das brahmacari Siksmartpini devi dasT
Jayasena das brahmacari S’rava;lamaﬁgala devi dasi
Sudas adhikari Devayanl devi dasi

Gadi da@s adhikari Ballabhi devi dasi

Gokularafijana das brahmacari ArcI devi dasi
Amoghalila das brahmacdri

Jayadharma dds brahmacari Bhaktin Elaine
Kardamamuni da@s brahmacari  Bhaktin Linda

Haricarana das brahmacari Bhaktin Susan
Bahusira das brahmac&ri Bhaktin Doreen
Carudesna das brahmacari Bhaktin Heather

Ramaraja das brahmacari
Vaisnavananda das brahmacari

Bhakta Gene
Bhakta Ron

Bhakta Bill Kelsey
Bhakta John
Bhakta Ben

Bhakta Mike M.
Bhakta Mike
Bhakta Hans
Bhakta Randy
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In every country we will find the general populace
more or less adherent to the rules and regulations of the
society, while a small percentage willfully violates such
state laws. Those souls who, incalculably long ago, ac-
quired a rebellious attitude towards God, were sent into
material nature to live out their fantasies of becoming
the supreme god, the enjoyer and controller. Although
every living entity is the eternal servant of God, Lord
Krsna, they are imprisoned in material bodies, acting
helplessly under the direction of Maya's mental and sen-
sual impulses. Service to such illusions never satisfies
the factual longing of the soul for real, unending plea-
sure and awareness.

The Vedic literature informs us that after passing
through the 8,400,000 species of life, "It is time to in-
quire about Brahman." As spirit souls we require spiri-
tual life, and therefore Lord Krsna, out of compassion,
sometimes sends his representative as the spiritual master.
The spiritual master delivers to his disciples knowledge of
the material and spiritual laws so that they can act proper-
ly, become liberated from material perplexities and achieve
the Supreme Lord's eternal, blissful service and associa-
tion.

Lord Krsna cautions us in the Bhagavad-gita that only
a bonafide representative of His can reveal His message
exactly as it is to the aspirant disciple.

evam paramparada praptam
imam rajarsayo viduh

"This supreme science of yoga was thus received through
the chain of disciplic succession, and the saintly kings
understood it in that way."

S$rila Ripa Goswami informs us that a spiritual master
is one who can control the six sense gratifying agents,
i.e. the tongue, belly, genitals, mind, anger and words.
If one is the servant of such impulses, how can he surren-
der to God to act for the Lord's interest? The spiritual
master is one who utilizes his senses in the service of
the Loxd for everyone's benefit.
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also in teaching them how to relate the same knowledge to
others.

"For one who explains this supreme secret to the
devotees, devotional service is guaranteed, and at the
end he will come back to Me. There is no servant in this
world more dear to Me than he, nor will there ever be one
more dear."

(Bg. 18.68-69)

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
Austin ISKCON

Prahladananda dasa
Jitaprana dasa
Dharmabhavana dasa
Cinmayi disi

BBT TRAVELLING SAMKIRTANA PARTY, INDIA

aksinoh phalam tvadrdam darsanam hi
tanoh phalam tvadrsa-gatra-sangah

jihva-phalah tvadrsa-kirtanam hi
sudurlabha-bhagavatam hi loke

"0 devotee of the Lord, the purpose of the visual sense
is fulfilled simply by seeing you, and to touch your body
is the fulfillment of this bodily touch. The tongue is
meant for glorifying your qualities because in this world
it is very difficult to find a pure devotee of the Lord."

(Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya)
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many books about devotional service that are as great as
Sruti and smriti. The Goswamis of Vrind3vana were authori-
ties on different rasas of bhakti. They were great mah3-
bhagavatas. Indeed they were exalted personalties. But
as far as delivering fallen souls, no one can equal Your
Divine Grace. Therefore, you are not only our dcdrya but
you are the acarya for this age. Yuga-acarya. You are
cent per cent the perfection of Lord Caitanya's teachings.
You are the peak. No one can ever approach such a plat-
form. In fact, Lord Caitanya is letting you do more than
He Himself did 500 years ago. Of trillions of living en-
tities He has chosen you to take Krsna consciousness to
every town and village. Therefore, this samkirtana move-
ment is more potent and powerful today than it was when
the Lord was here.

In this kali-yuga everyone is full of lust, anger and
greed, being engrossed in the modes of passion and igno-
rance., We, all your disciples, are also born in that same
ocean of material desires. We have been suffering in the
hellish darkness of the material worlds since time immemo-
rial. But you are that beam of light, pure and transcen-
dental to this godless world, glowing with love of God.
All the evils that we know are completely unknown to you,
and all of the bliss that you are immersed in is alien to
us. And yet you have so kindly extended your all-merciful
hands to pull us out from this dark well of material life.
As Narottama dd@sa Th3@kur has said:

caksudana dila-yei, janme janme prabhu sei
dlvya-Jﬂana hrde praka$ita prema-bhakti yahd haite
avidya vindsa yate, vede gi3ya yanhadra carita

"The spiritual master opens my darkened eyes and fills my
heart with transcendental knowledge. He is my lord,
birth after birth. From him ecstatic prema emanates; by
him ignorance is destroyed. The Vedic scriptures sing of
his character."

Lord Caitanya delivered Jagdi and Madhai, but left
millions of Jagais and Madh3dis for you. dJust as it is
said in Caitanya-caritamrta:
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saj-jana, dur-jana, paiigu, jada, andha-gana
prema-vanyaya duvaila jagatera jana

"The Krsna consciousness movement will inundate the entire
world, and will draw on everyone, whether one be a gentle-
man, a rogue or even lame, invalid or blind."

Under your divine guidance the whole world is being
inundated by your ISKCON. You have thus established the
truth of the wonderful vision of §3stra. You have not
only delivered all your disciples from the clutches of
sinful life (meat-eating, intoxication, illicit sex, etc.),
but have also inculcated in them divine qualities such as
self-control, austerity, simplicity, non-violence, truth-
fulness, cleanliness, etc. Who but your divine self could
have brought about such astounding changes? As Narottama
said in his prayer to a vaigpava:

k@ahara nikate gele papa dure ydya
emana dayadla prabhu keba kotha paya

"Whose association other than yours can cause all the sin-

ful reactions of the most sinful man to run away? Who is
so merciful as Your Divine Grace? Search as I may, I can-
not find him."

So you are the greatest Vai§gava, because you are the most
magnanimous, and because you are benedicting us with the
highest perfection; prema bhakti.

You are so kind and humble that you do not take any
credit for all your achievemeg;s. Taking unflinching
shelter at the lotus feet of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saras-
vatT and $rila Ripa Goswami, you give all the credit to
them. Your guru-mahardja is now glorified all over the
world. We who are so polluted by this Kali-yuga and have
nevertheless been accepted by you, simply pray earnestly
to the Supreme Lord Caitanya and the six Goswamis to help
us in glorifying Your Divine Grace all over the worxld.

Here in India especially there are so many rascals,
so-called swamis, yogis, avataras, etc. who have become
popular. Even the gentlemen are cheated by such impos-
ters, who are simply interested in name, fame, money and
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they must become attracted to Krsna." That is your only
concern.

The transcendental Name of Krsna being vibrated
through your lips surpasses all the singing of the gandhar-
vas, the celestial singers. As soon as the Name Krsna is
meqpioned to you, your face beams like the morning sun.

O Srila Prabhupada, when will we deserve to be your dis-
ciples? When will we give up our petty little worlds?
When shall we be allowed entry into the world of the para-
mahamsas with Your Divine Grace? We cannot even solve

the petty differences between ourselves. Even after hear-
ing so much from you, still we do not understand the value
of the soul, especially the soul who has surrendered to
Krgna. Nor have we any appreciation of our Godbrothers.

But you have started this movement from zero. Long
before starting ISKCON you struggled unsuccessfully for
many years to find just one person who could learn pure
Krgna consciousness from you. Even though you now have
thousands of disciples, you never lose sight of the value
of each and every one of them. Each of them, disciples
and karmis alike, receive boundless mercy from you. You
do not look at anyone's faults. Someone may be 99% in
m3y&d and one percent in Krsna consciousness. You just
look at his 1% and immediately devise a trick to increase
his Krsna consciousness and expand his service.

My dear father, on this day of your divine appearance
we make a meager offer of love at your lotus feet, and beg
that you accept it. We pray for the strength required to
recognize our godbrothers and godsisters as your loving
children. We beg for the cooperative spirit to push on
this movement throughout and even beyond this world. We
pray that Krsna may give us the intelligence to act for
your pleasure.

This material existence is a nightmare, Srila Prabhu-
pada. Please, we do not want to come back here. You
have brought us this far, now please take us further away
from this hellish place, back to where the Supreme Attrac-
tive Person is playing upon His flute, enjoying eternal
sports with the Gopis. Please take us back to Krsna.
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" I do not know anyone except Krsna as my Lord, and He
shall always remain as such, even if He handles me roughly

by His embrace.
being present before me.

Or He may make me broken-hearted by not
He is completely free to do any-

thing and everything, but He is always my worshipful Lord,

unconditionally."”

Krishna Kigora dasa adhikari
Nitya-trpta dasa adhikari
Mah3@-Visnu dasa adhikari
Atulananda dasa brahmacari
Prema-prayojana dasa brahmacari
Nitya-Gopdla dasa brahmacari
Narada ddsa brahmacari
Devananda dasa brahmacari
Jagadisa dasa brahmacari
Ramananda dasa brahmacari
Jayadharma dasa brahmacari

BUFFALO

Tulasi Krishna devi d4asT
Saura SanI devi dasi
vigakha devi dasi

Fadh3 devi dasi

Indumatl devi dasi

Jaya Laksmi devi dasi
SucT devi dasi

Ramon Prabhu
Miguel Prabhu
Ruben Prabhu
Crunchi Prabhu

Sri-guru-carana-padma, kevala bhakati-sadma
bando mui savadhé@na mate yanhadra prasade bhai
e-bhava toriya yai krgna-prapti hoy yah& hoite

"The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only

way by which we can attain pure devotional service.
to his lotus feet with great awe and reverence.

I bow
By his

grace ocne can cross the ocean of material suffering and

obtain the mercy of Krsna."

In this age of bewilderment and frustration it is
almost impossible for the living being to find shelter,

or freedom, from confusion.

Everyone is talking of or
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planning for some peaceful situation. Everyone is search-
ing for what is natural. Because of our illusory identi-
fication with the body, wife, family and society, life
seems to be a great burden. This illusory attachment
carries us from body to body (samsara), and in our search
for happiness we are simply being burned by the fire of
anxiety (dava).

Srila Prabhupada , you are the cloud that extinguishes
this fire; just as the rain cloud draws the water from the
ocean and distributes it evenly in all directions, so you
are receiving, in great quantity, the mercy of Krsna, and
are in turn distributing this mercy to anyone who will
receive it. Only by properly receiving this mercy wil
this fire be extinguished and real happiness be experienced.

rila Prabhupdda, we have so many illusory material
desires which bind us to this limited material sphere.
Please don't let our minds bewilder us. We are trying to
sincerely seek the shelter of your lotus feet.

We pray that our intelligence will become clear and
our concentration steady. In this consciousness we will
be capable of truly rendering service unto your lotus feet.

Your mercy is as vast as the ocean. We are asking
for only a drop, because just a drop is capable of satis-
fying all living beings.

We further pray that our service may become both unin-
terrupted and unmotivated, for this is the only way to sat-
isfy the self.

Hasyakari dasa Nari devi dasi Bhakta Bill
Cedirdja ddsa Gopindtha devi dasT Bhakta Phil
Atmarama dasa Bhaktin Cheryl Bhakta Ron
Madhuh3ara d&isa Bhaktin Candy Bhakta Richard
Krpamaya dasa Bhaktin Pam Bhakta Keith

Laksmivan dasa
Lokavarnottama dasa
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Brahmacarinis

Subh3nanda dasi Guigue Prabhu

Vara dasi Debbie Prabhu
ModanI dasT Carolina Prabhu
RukminI dasi Celisol Prabhu
Neobis Prabhu Maria Elena Prabhu
Thais Prabhu Elizabeth Prabhu
Rosa Prabhu Maria Rosario Prabhu
Grhasthas

Virabzhu d3sa -~ Karta dasi
Roberto ~ Evelyn

Horacio - Graciela

Mrs. Elba

CHICAGO

Dear §rila Prabhupada,

By Lord S$ri Krsna's supreme will we have had the great
fortune to contact you and render serxrvice unto you. Al-
though your glories cannot be appreciated or understood by
our fallen selves, we beg to express our inadequate glori-
fication of Your Divine Grace.

Krsna's direction, received perfectly through Your
Divine Grace, is to find out a bonafide spiritual master,
inquire submissively from him and render service unto him.
That service should be menial, without desire for prestige,
without sophistication. You possess full qualification,
and we can only offer our humble obeisances at your lotus
feet, praying that you kindly continue to accept our ser-
vice, though we possess qualifications in only a minute
degree. Such a great soul as Your Divine Grace has the
potency to reveal, even to the least intelligent, the
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Dear Srila Prabhup3da,

We beg you to accept our most humble and heartfelt
obeisances at your kind lotus feet. You are the dearmost
personality in our lives. We live by your mercy. Your
mercy exceeds the limitations of this material world and
so our life is "deathless," being full of devotional ser-
vice. That is the real test of the spiritual master. He
can elevate his disciple and save him from the cycle of
birth and death. We must always be serious to execute
life's duty and serve you with unwavering faith and deter-
mination. Samutkantha is the amount of eagerness required
for one to go back to home, back to Godhead. This eager-
ness of the disciple is the reflection of the spiritual
master's love for Krsna and His parts and parcels. By his
all-attractive compassionate nature (the nature of Lord
Caitanya Mah&prabhu), the helpless, lonely and frightened
conditioned souls are at last blessed with this long-
sought relief from their rebellious life of fruitive acti-
vities.

Narottama d3sa Thakura advises, “"sadhu-S§astra-guru-
vakya, hrdaye kariya aikya." "One must consider the in-
structions of the sadhu, the revealed scriptures and the
spiritual master in order to understand the real purpose
of spiritual life." You have come as jagad-guru, and by
our accepting your shelter we have executed this principle
in full. Any good character or good fortune we may possess
is all because you yourself are an unlimited reservoir of
goodness and fortune. This only proves that you are non-
different from your instructions. BAs you have always said,
"My spiritual master is always with me." So you are always
with us §rila Prabhupada. You are expanding yourself more
and more through so many volumes of great transcendental
literatures, like Srimad-Bh3dgavatam, which you have tasted
and so sweetly flavored. We were Kali's men of iron under
his mechanical rule. Our lives were short-lived. We were
quarrelsome, lazy, intoxicated with self-complacency, mis-
guided, unlucky and above all always disturbed. You have
touched our lives with transcendental knowledge, giving
peace to our hearts and making us men of Gokula; devotees
of Radha-Krsnpa.

We offer you our humble homage on this holy day of
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Vydsa POja. You are the representative of Vyasadeva, the
incarnation of God. You are the personification of the
Bhagavatam, the topmost achievement of Vyasa. Dear Prab-
hupada, you are the personification of the teachings of
Lord Caitanya, and as such, you are as brilliant as the
sun. You have arisen just after the departure of Loxrd
Caitanya, accompanied by the chanting of the Holy Names.
Persons who have lost their vision due to the dense dark-
ness -in this age of Kali shall get light from your asso-
ciation. Naturally we feel incapable of glorifying you
properly, fallen as we are, but even if we were perfect in
transcendental realization we still could not adequately
glorify yau, for you are our eternal spiritual master.
You are always so uncompromising in principle.

patrapatra-vicdra nahi
n3hi sthan&sthana
yei yanha paya
tanha kare prema-dana
(Cc.Bdi.7.23)

Despite the criticisms of popular persons who say that
you should not have accepted Europeans, Americans and
other mlecchas as brahmanas and offered them sannyéasa,

you remain firm in the all-compassionate, magnanimous spi-
rit of the Pafica-tattwa. In carrying out your mission,
you have answered the critics as such:

"The Krsna consciousness movement should be spread
wherever possible, and one should accept those who thus
become vaisnavas as greater than br3hmapas, Hindus or
Indians. Although jealous persons may be envious, if we
stick to our principles and follow in the footsteps of the
Pafica-tattwa, this movement will go on unchecked by imita-
tion svamis, sannydsis, religionists, philosophers or sci-
entists, for it is transcendental to all material consider-
ations. Therefore, those who propagate the Krsna conscious-
ness movement should not be afraid of such rascals and fools."

We pray that by accepting this encouragement we will be
able to make your mission our mission. We here at Cleveland
ISKOON will take confidence in your instruction, and go out
every day to preach, preach and preach anywhere and every-
where the wonderful message of krsna-prema. In this way,
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My dear §rila Prabhupada,

The Deities are looking more and more beautiful every
day. A lot of devotees are going out and preaching every
day. You are a pure devotee of Krsna. You are very glor-
ious. Everyone dances very nicely in aritrika and
sunddra-aratrika. Dayananda is a very nice acarya. srila
Prabhupada, you are the representative of this temple.

You are preaching the message of Lord Caitanya. You are
shining with effulgence.

Your servant,

Candramukhi devi daasi
Intermediate class - Age 6

From Subhadrd to Prabhupada,

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Krsgna's dearest
swan because he is preaching Krsna consciousness all over
the world, and saving the fallen souls from repeated birth
and death. Krsna's dearest swan is Prabhupdda because he
is pleasing Krsna.

Intermediate class - Age 6

I was born in the darkest ignorance and my spiritual
master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I of-
fer my respectful obeisances unto him. You have so kindly
come out of compassion. BAll glories to our spiritual mas-
ter Srila Prabhupada. You are so kind, you have spread
the Hare Krspa Mahd-mantra. You are Krsna's pure repre-
sentative. You have been so kind that you have spread
Lord Caitanya's movement. All glories to His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda. You have given us
the greatest knowledge.

Your servant,
Lila-smarana dasa
Intermediate class - Age 8
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past sufferings, but now we are beginning to perceive and
understand our precarious situation.

Eternity and bliss are our birthright. Home is a
place built of dazzling touchstone. Trees there are
called "kalpa-vrksa," or purpose trees, that fulfill all
desires, and fields are white with sweet milk that van-
quishes all hunger and thirst. In this abode lives our
dearmost friend Whose matchless beauty is the subject of
Vedic songs; and Whose uncountable glories are always
decorating the tongues of the topmost liberated souls.

A long time has passed since we've seen His moonlike
face or heard His sweet gentle voice. We've grown accus-
tomed to the coarse dealings of this world and forgotten
our most intimate relationship. Countless days and nights,
anger, lust, pain and terror have left us raw and insensi-
tive, eagerly accepting the flickering sensations of blood,
mucus and stool in exchange for spiritual communion.

We can only mock at Him, deny His existence and scorn
His spiritual beauty. Mental concoction and word jugglery
have become our sign posts for wandering since the dawn of
creation.

om ajhana-timirandhasya
jAanafijana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai Sri-gurave namah

Like children we stand helpless,

on the shore of material life.

The dense fog of ignorance

hangs like night, and the sea,

its incessant roar and pounding waves,
rings in our ears.

brahmanda brahmite kona bhidgyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-latd-bija

We have looked everywhere in Brahmd's creation, and
now we have found the beginning of perfection. Just a
moment's association with Your Divine Grace can deliver us.
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s8ksdd-dhari-tvena samasta-Sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh $ri-carandravindam

According to revealed scripture, and all bonafide sadhus
and acaryas, you are to be respected, glorified and wor-
shipped on the level of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Krsna. You are as good as Krsna because you alone can
deliver Him to the fallen souls. Only by the priceless
fortune of your association can anyone in this material
world make even the slightest advancement.

nagta-prayesv abhadresu
nityam bh3gavata-sevayd

bhagavaty uttama-sloke
bhaktir bhavati naigthikI

You are as good as the Personality of Godhead because
you and your association in transcendental service means
"gradual promotion on the path of devotion." And the path
of devotion culminates in Krsna-prema, the perfect stage
of existence.

Who can properly describe the auspiciousness of your
presence here? How is it possible to understand you and
your unfathomable mercy? Now, after only a few years'
time, you have raised an army of purified souls from the
filth and degradation of Kali-yuga. Following in the foot-
steps of Caitanya Mah3prabhu you have unleashed a flood
of love of Kyspa, which now threatens to drown the whole
world. You are actually the devotee. We can only run
behind you begging for your shelter.

guro-prasado balavan na tasmad ballavataram

"The causeless mercy of the spiritual préceptor is the most
powerful; there is nothing stronger than that guru-prasada."
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spiritual master can be recognized. The most important
is that he must be coming in direct disciplic succession
from Krsna Himself. You are in the Gaudiya Vaisgpava sam-
pradaya in direct line from $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Your spiritual master, His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisid-
dha@nta Sarasvatl Goswami Mahardja, instructed you to
preach Krsna consciousness in the western countries. You
have successfully executed this mission and are now world-
famous. It is our duty as your disciples to perpetuate
and increase your fame. Please help us to be faithful to
you and to glorify you in every town and village.

Another qualification of a bonafide spiritual master
is that he knows nothing but Krsna. Just as a person who
is ghostly-haunted speaks nothing but nonsense, so the
pure devotee is always speaking about Krsna. He is "God-
ly haunted.” Wwhen asked once how one could be sure that
you are the bonafide guru, you replied, "Just see who is
the most addicted to Krsna." Certainly no one can say
that in the last eight years you have ever, even for one
moment, spoken or done anything not in relation to Krsna.
Please help us to become as determined and fixed in our
service to you as you are in your service to your guru-
mah&rédja.

Another qualification of the bonafide spiritual master
is that he has taken a complete bath in the ocean of Vedic
literature. You are widely recognized as the world's lead-
ing authority on Vedic scripture. You have translated
sri Isopanisad, Caitanya-caritamrta, and Bhagavad-gita.
Your purports to each verse of these texts are clear and
illuminating. Your life's mission is an elaborate English
presentation of Srimad-BhAgavatam. The Bhagavatam is just
as brilliant as the sun, and by your causeless mercy the
dense darkness of ignorance in the western countries is
being dissipated by its light. Please help us to manage
our own affairs nicely so that you will be free to render
this great service to your guru-mahdraja.

The bonafide spiritual master is expert in arranging
things according to time, place and circumstances for
spreading Krsna consciousness. You have created ISKCON
as the perfect vehicle for making devotees all over the
world. Just by becoming fully engaged in ISK(ON's acti-
vities, so many European and American mlecchas have be-
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Householders

Sambanatha and Gunaraja
Gopala and Kapardini

Sukarma, Daydmayi and Govinda
Yaduratna d3sa adhikari
AcintarUpa and Govardhana
Billy and Jean Prabhus

Peter and Denise Prabhus

GAINESVILLE

"Prabhupada;" one who has taken the position of the
Lord. Such a great soul is very rare, and if by chance
one gets the opportunity to associate with such an exalted
personality, he should take it as the ultimate boon of
life.

Many times people ask the devotees about their state-
ments that Krsna consciousness is for the "intelligent"
class of men. Conditioned by the impersonal disease that
everything is one or the same, foolish critics try to elim-
inate these natural distinctions amongst the various spe-
cies of life, and put forward the mistaken theory that all
paths lead to the same goal; that it does not matter what
you do, because everything is illusion anyway. They there-
fore foolishly criticize the Krsna consciousness movement
for recognizing the individuality of all living entities,
and they say the devotees discriminate by limiting Krsna
consciousness to the "intelligentsia" only.

In examining this argument, one quickly comes to the
conclusion that this belief is simply a product of their
mundane conditioning only. By "intelligent," we do not
mean the ability to do well on material I.Q. tests, or
make a lot of money, or speak several languages. No, to
the contrary, an intelligent man is one who can actually
understand that he is suffering, and that the cause of his
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misery is lack of spiritual knowledge. The perfect exam-
Ple are the two Goswamis, RUpa and Sand@tana. Although
they had all facility for material happiness - money, fame,
power and knowledge - they were still not satisfied. Why?
Because they did not know the purpose of life! They did
not even know who they were!

Sanatana Goswami prayed to Lord Caitanya in the fol~-
lowing way: "I am born of a lower family, my associations
are all abominable, and I am fallen, the most wretched of
mankind. I was suffering in the dark well of material en-
joyment, and I never knew the actual goal of my life. I
do not know what is beneficial for me. Although in the
mundane sphere, I am what is known as a learned man, I am
in fact so much of a fool that I accept that I am learned.
You have accepted me as Your servant, and You have deli-
vered me from the entanglement of material life. Now You
can tell me what my duty is in this liberated state of
life."

From this plea, we can learn a great deal about the
nature of the real guru and disciple. Although Sandtana
Goswami was such a great personality, still, in the pre-
sence of his spiritual master he considered himself a great
fool. It is therefore stated that one who remains a fool
in the presence of his spiritual master is a real guru,
while one who says he is so advanced that he can speak
better than his guru is a rascal.

§rila Prabhupdda, we see your following in the foot-
steps of Sanatana Goswami as your real qualification. 1In
spite of so much success, in spite of so much honor and
respect, you have never personally taken credit for your
accomplishments, but have always placed them at the lotus
feet of your guru-maharaja for his satisfaction. That is
real guru! Guru is not one who thinks that "Because my dis-
ciples are offering me respect as God ( the guru is consid-
ered as good as God on account of his being the confiden-
tial servitor of the Lord), therefore I have become God."
A real guru will never speak such nonsense.

The real guru knows that God never becomes God, but
always is God. God means the Supreme, all-powerful;
therefore, how can He be controlled by anything? How can
God, the highest authority, the Absolute Truth, be con-
trolled by ignorance? It is not possible. Because we our-
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selves are controlled by material nature, and because we
are thinking ourselves to be God, we therefore think that
Krsna's form must be material. We try to bring God down
to our level.

When Krsna told Arjuna that He spoke the science of
yoga to the sun-god, Arjuna asked "The sun-god Vivasvan
is senior by birth to You. How am I to understand that
in the beginning You instructed this science to him?"
Krsna replied, "Many, Many births both you and I have
passed, Arjuna. I can remember all of them, but you can-
not." Krsna's memory is perfect in all phases of time,
and we cannot even remember what we were doing a few days
before. Krsna has the potency of God, but not ourselves.

In the Srimad-Bhdgavatam, it is further stated “tene
brahma hrda;" this knowledge was imparted into the heart
of the first created being, Lord Brahmd, by the same
Krsna that spoke to Arjuna 5,000 years ago and the sun-
god some 120 million years ago. The fact that there is
no difference between these various incarnations is con-
firmed by Krsna Himself in the fourth chapter of Bhagavad-
gita:

ajo'pi sann avyayatma
bhiitanam Isvaro’pi san

prakrtim svam adhisgthaya
sambhavamy &Gtma-m3yaya

"Although I am unborn and My transcendental body never
deteriorates, and although I am the Lord of all sentient
beings, I still appear in every millennium in My original,
transcendental form."

Krsna, God, has form. He is not formless, or imper-
sonal, and it is that form that evokes our love. What's
more, Krsna's form is svarat, eternal and full of knowledge.
God does not have to take knowledge from anyone. He is
the source of all knowledge. We too may also have know-
ledge, but it is limited. I may know what is going on in
my body, and you may know what is going on in your body,
but we cannot know what is going on in each other's body.
But Krsna says:
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sarvasya cdham hrdi sannivistho
mattah smrtir jiianam apohanam ca

"I am seated in thé hearts of all living entities, and
from Me come knowledge, remembrance and forgetfulness."

That is the difference between ourselves and God. God's
knowledge is all-pervasive and perfect, whereas our know-
ledge is limited and subject to illusion. Lord Brahma
therefore prays:

Isvarah paramah krsna
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anaddir adir govindah
sarva-karana-kdaranam

"Krsna, Who is known as Govinda, is the Supreme Godhead.

He has an eternal, blissful, spiritual body. He is the
origin of all. He has no other origin, and He is the prime
cause of all causes."

How great, then, the difference between meditation on
the transcendental loving pastimes of RAdhd and Krsna, and
meditation on the fearsome virata-ripa, or the gross mater-
ial manifestation of the Lord. How great the differenae
between directly serving your lotus feet and the lotus
feet of the great d@caryas whom you represent, and the so-
called Christians who claim to have a "personal" relation-
ship with God, but who do not know who God is or how He is
great. This knowledge which you are giving us, §rila Prab-
hupdda, is your real contribution to mankind.

Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gitd; "Those miscreants
who are grossly foolish, lowest among mankind, whose know-
ledge is stolen by illusion, and who partake of the atheis-
tic nature of demons, do not surrender unto Me." So, just
as the demons are not willing to surrender unto Krsna, they
are just as inimical to the prospect of surrendering to His
pure devotee. Yet, in spite of so many obstacles, your firm
dedication to the instructions of your guru-maharaja, and
your unlimited compassion for the conditioned souls suffer-
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is stated that it is not possible to commit more sinful
activities than the offenseless chanting of the Hare
Krsna mantra can purify. Therefore, the bona fide spir-
itual master is always engaged in delivering the Holy
Name of Krspa to the ignorant class of men. Were it not
for our Gurudeva's compassion on the plight of the world,
the Holy Name surely would not have adorned our lips.

On this Vyasa PUja Day, the appearance of our Lord
and master, Srila Prabhupdda, let us meditate how unfor-
tunate souls, devoid of compassion and staggering in the
darkness of material inebriety, might gain access to the
Hari-n3ama movement of Lord Caitanya. Many years ago,
Srila Bhaktivinode Thakura proclaimed that one day, from
all the corners of the planet, devotees would assemble
at Yogapitha, Sri Dhama Mayapura, and would circumambulate
the birthplace of Sri Caitanya Mah&prabhu, their tongues
ringing "Jaya Sachlnandana, Jaya Sachinandan." That this
has just come to pass was only Srila Prabhupada's grace.
That somehow we are being a party to the fulfillment of
the prophecy of the acadryas is only $rila Prabhupada's
grace. That our lives may one day become perfect in
Krsna s service through the Samkirtana movement will only
be Srila Prabhupada s grace.

Oh, S$rila Prabhupada, our only fear is that material
ambition may deny us that service to your holy lotus feet.
Our redeemer, please bless us so that we may become strong
and pure and thereby aspire uninterruptedly after Lord
Caitanya's sanikIrtana which you have so kindly extended
to us.

Thus pray your most ignoble servants,

Guru Gauradnga dasa brahmacari
Dayamrgya dasa brahmacari
Sarikasa dasa brahmacari
Jayantakrd dasa brahmacari
Bhakta Jean Christophe dasa
Bhakta Olivier dasa

Bhaktin Catherine dasi
Bhaktin Maria dasi



HAMBURG 59

nama om visnu-padaya
krgna-pregthaya bhi-tale

Srimate bhaktivedanta-
svamin iti na@mine

namas te sarasvate devam
gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisega-stnyavadi-
- e P )
pascatya—-desa-tarine

We offer our respectful cbeisances unto His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupdda, who is very
dear to Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus
feet.

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual
master, servant of Sarasvatl Goswami. You are kindly
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering
the western countries, which are filled with impersonalism
and voidism.

Our dear spiritual master $rTla Prabhupada!

Please accept our most humble cbeisances. You came
to the western world to deliver the fallen souls, and we,
your disciples, want to help you spread this Krsna con-
sciousness all over the world. This means that we want
to give everyone a book or a record of the transcendental
message of $ri Krsna. We know we can't do anything direct-
ly for the Lord, but Krsna is so kind, He accepts our ser-
vice through the transcendental medium of the authorized
spiritual master.

Once your spiritual master was asked by a reporter
why he was publishing a weekly magazine with the same
theme about Krsna. S¥ila Bhaktisiddh@nta Sarasvati Prab-
hupdda replied: "In this universe there are millions of
planets, and there exist as many universes as mustard
seeds in a mustard seed bag. There are innumerable uni-
verses coming out of the pores of Mahavignu's body when
He exhales; and when He inhales, they all enter back into
Him. And Mahavignu is only a portion of Krsnal! Just see
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how big Krsna is! And beyond this material world there

is the spiritual world, full of innumerable gigantic
spiritual planets called Vaikunthas, which are all resting
in the effulgence of §ri Krsna, who engages in divine pas-
times in Goloka Vrindivana. And you newsmen are publish-
ing every day a magazine about the boring affairs of this
tiny insignificant planet, never getting tired of this
dull theme."

Therefore, it is not at all enough to print one maga-
zine a week about Krsna, who is so much more glorious.

We should print a book a day about Krsna. No, it would
not even be enough to print a book each second about
Krsna.

You took the words of your spiritual master very
seriously and translated all of these nice books, which
are now being distributed all over the world. Nothing
pleases you more than to see that your books are pub-
lished and distributed. So, our desire is to translate
as much transcendental literature as possible in german
language, and distribute it profusely, forgetting all
material desires, not caring about material love, friend-
ship and society. Please bless us that our enthusiasm
becomes boundless. Your mercy is all that we are made of.

§ri-guru-karund-sindhu, adhama jandra bandhu
lokanatha lokera jivana hd ha prabhu kara daya
deha more pada-ch3yd3, ebe yasa ghusuk tri-bhuvana

"Our spiritual master is the ocean of mercy, the friend of
the poor and the lord and master of the devotees. O mas-
ter! Be merciful unto me. Give me the shade of your

lotus feet. Your fame is spread all over the three
worlds."

Cakravarti dasa brahmacari Yaksa d3sa brahmacari

Bhibigana dasa brahmacari
Sacinandana d3asa brahmacari
Jayagaura dasa brahmacari
Vedavyasa d&sa brahmacari
Harvirdhana ddsa brahmacdri
Gaura Kifora dasa brahmacari

Ganandtha dasa brahmacarl
Nisp@pa dasa brahmacari
Bharata dasa brahmacari
Aya dasa brahmacari
Vignujasa dasa brahmacarl
Iksvaku dasa brahmacari
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Simple understanding of the spiritual nature of one's
existence is not enough to deliver him from all material
difficulties. The further qualification is that the spir-
itual master must have heard from the right sources. This
means sources in direct, unbroken connection with the Ab-
solute Truth. If the truth is one, the alteration of the
truth means duality and relativity. A relative truth will
not lead one on the progressive path back to home, back to
Godhead. But His Divine Grace has heard from Krsna direct-
ly through disciplic succession, unbroken and unaltered.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
is possessed of all good spiritual qualifications, and
therefore we must accept him as the captain of the ship
crossing over the difficult ocean of the age of Kali. So
many men have come preaching from India, but they have
not borne the diploma of disciplic succession. Consequent-
ly their students have failed in the final examination at
death. Let us forever remain obedient to our guru-mahd-
raja, because his service is our constitution, our life-
force. Let us never pray to surpass His Divine Grace
through meritorious works or fine words, but simply remain
available, ready to do his bidding as he sees fit. 1In
this attitude alone can we hope to attract his attention
and receive the highest benediction of spiritual life, to
serve the servant of the servant of the gopis, a thousand
times removed. All glories to Srila Prabhupdda! All glo-
ries to $ri Guru and Gaurardga!

Sudamd dasa Goswami

Taruna KantI dasa brahmacari Sri Riga dasa brahmacari
Durdarsa d&sa brahmacadrI Dhanada ddsa brahmacari
Atulananda dasa brahmacari Pandu dasa brahmacari
Gauragovinda ddsa brahmacadri Harihara d3sa brahmacarl
Praghoga dasa brahmacari Bhakta Chris
Krsnacaitanya dasa brahmacari Bhakta Mike

Gajahanta dasa brahmacari Bhakta Greg

Karpamrta dd@sa brahmacari Bhakta John
Bhadravardhana dasa brahmacari Bhakta Bryan
Nitai-gauracandra d@sa brahmacdrI Bhakta Terry

Srutadeva ddsa brahmacari Bhakta Rick

Kanva dasa brahmacari Bhakta Chuck
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Ramanotsuka dasa brahmacari  Bhakta Kevin

Yamadagni dasa brahmacari Bhakta John
Aniruddha dasa brahmacari Bhakta Peter

Bhakta Paul
Women Children
Goloka vasini devi dasi Jayadevi
Saruci devi dasi Vrnadevi
Nirfipadi devi dasi Nipuno
Bhavatarini devi dasi Atmarama
Sharon Prabhu Gokulananda
Householders

Babhru dasa adhikari- Satyaki devi dasi

Premdrnava dasa adhika@ri- Jaya Sri devi dasi
Kadambakanana-dasa adhika@ri- Kirtidakanyaki devi dasi
Janaka Rsi dasa adhikdri- Papdurani devi dasi
VyasatIrtha ddsa adhikadri- KajjalI devi dasi

Hari Ballava ddsa adhika@ri- Kusa devi dasI

Turya d3sa adhik&rT- SaktimatT devi d&sT

Balabhadra dasa adhikari- Chaya devi dasi

Varuna dasa adhikdri- RUpa Mafijari devi dasi

Ripa Manohara- Madana Sundari devi dasi

JAKARTA

We offer our prostrated obeisances at the lotus feet
of our only beloved Guru and Fathexr, who has left the
most precious abode of SrI Krsna to come to this material
world to save the most fallen souls and bring them all
back to Godhead.

Dear Srila Prabhupida,
Please accept our unworthy dedication, offered on
this most auspicious day. Indeed there are no words wor-
thy to be written in your praise, but we know you accept
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whatever we can do or say about you.

Thank you for initiating pure and saintly devotees to
deliver uninterpreted the message of Sri Krsna. It was
only through them that three years ago the mahd-mantra was
introduced to us. We were all drowning in the ocean of
Maya, the illusory energy, trying to overlord this material
energy, covered with material hankerings and lamentations,
attached to temporary sense pleasure. By your causeless
mercy we were awakened by transcendental knowledge of the
Lord, the Supreme Person, Krsna.

The salhkirtana led by Your Divine Grace is so bliss-
ful to hear. The philosophical expositions of Your Divine
Grace answer all our questions. The chanting of japa that
you have taught us connects us with the spiritual atmos-
phere. You have shown us how to engage all of our senses
fully in the service of the Lord.

The memory of your presence in Jakarta still fills our
hearts with ecstasy. Your talks soothed our hearts, van-
quishing all doubts. The flowers in the garden, the paths
outside, everything has become spiritual because of your
visit, and they constantly remind us of you.

We are in great joy to hear that you have planned to
make Jakarta Australia's branch of ISKCON, and we are anx-
iously awaiting the arrival of the devotees you plan to
dispatch. Though we do not have a Temple, PUja is done at
least twice a day at our small altars at home and prasada
is offered thrice a day. Every week kIrtana is performed
with @rdtrika, prasada is distributed, and a few slokas
of Bhagavad-gita read and explained. We regularly chant
on beads and preach to at least a few people a day.

Of all the world centers, ISKCON Jakarta seems to be
the most fallen, nevertheless Your Divine Grace has entrus-
ted us with the service of translating and publishing bocoks
in Indonesian language, in order to spread Krgna conscious-
ness. At present we are trying to sell Back-to-Godheads
and some of your big books. Your merxcy is pouring like
rain on everyone, trying to make everyone worship Krsna
and go back to Godhead in this very lifetime. All glories
to you! Your knowledge is deep and profound. Let us help
you spread your mercy to the conditioned souls. We offer
our repeated obeisances unto you, whom we wish to love
more and more, and whose mercy we beg.
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“The Supreme Lord, who is greater than the greatest, be-
comes submissive to even a very insignificant devotee be-
cause of his devotional service. It is the beautiful and
exalted nature of devotional service that the infinite
Lord becomes submissive to the infinitesimal living enti-
ty because of it. In reciprocal devotional activities
with the Lord, the devotee actually enjoys the transcen-
dental mellow quality of devotional service."

For one such as yourself, who is honored so much more
than simply an "insignificant devotee," how is it possible
for mlecchas like ourselves to offer you worthy praise?

We simply beg for your mercy and the intelligence to fol-
low your loving guidance, as a drowning man gasps for air.
Our only desire is to remain eternally at your service.

Bhurijana dasa adhikari Jagaterini devi dasi
Devaprastha dasa adhikari Gulab

Yasodamatisiita dasa brahmacari Sunile Khemaney
Minaketana dasa brahmacari Renuka, Suresh Khilani
Bhakta David Tsang Duru Santani

Richard Bellord and Cheung Wai Lan
The Hong Kong and Kowloon Children's Classes
The Harilila families

LAGUNA BEACH

mahatminas tu mam partha
daivim prakrtim asritah

bhajanty ananya-manaso
jhatva bhutadim avyayam

satatam kirtayanto mam
yatantas ca drdha-vratdh

namasyantas ca mam bhaktya
nitya-yukti updsate
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"0 son of Prtha, those who are not deluded, the
great souls, are under the protection of the divine nature.
They are fully engaged in devotional service because they
know Me as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, original
and inexhaustible."

"Always chanting My glories,endeavoring with great de-
termination, bowing down before Me, these great souls per-
petually worship Me with devotion."

Your Divine Grace so mercifully gives déscription of,
and direction to, that eternal realm of pure beauty and
bliss, which is exemplified in your own nature.

Your very presence is that place of divine love,
Vraja, for you fully know yourself to be Krsna's, and
never lose connection with Him due to your unswerving de-
sire to please the All-Pleasing. He increases His, and
your, wonder and affection in the inconceivable recipro-
cations of unconditional surrender, which is the ever-ex-
panding intimacy of individuation amidst the sealing one-
ness of perfect attachment revealed in the central arena
of creation.

ya idam paramam guhyan
mad-bhaktesw abhidhdsyati

bhaktim mayi par3dm krtva
mim evaisyaty asamsayah

na ca tasmin manugyesu
kascin me priya-krttamah

bhavitd na ca me tasmad
anyah priyataro bhuvi

"For one who explains this supreme secret to the de-
votees, devotional service is guaranteed, and at the end
he will come back to Me."
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Rsabhadeva dasa adhikari $ivani devi dasi
Locana d&sa adhik3rT Krsna vildsini devi dasi
Bhakta Gaurarnga dasa Rathayatra devi dasi
Bhakta Michael Khandavasi devi dasi
Nirtipadi devi dasi Kusumika devi dasi
Dh3treyi devi dasi Bhaktin Rebecca

LONDON

nama om visnu-paddya
krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

Srimate bhaktivedanta-
svamin iti ndmine

"We offer our respectful obeisances to $rila Bhakti-.
vedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krsna,
having taken shelter of the Lord's lotus feet."

namas te sarasvate devar
gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sinyavadi-
pascatya-deda-tirine

"Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O servant of
Sarasvati. You are kindly delivering the message of Lord
Caitanyadeva to the western countries, which are filled
with impersonalism and voidism."

om ajfidna-timirandhasya
jianarnjana-salakays

caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai sri-gurave namah



LONDON

75

"I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spirit-

ual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge.

I offer my respectful obeisances unto him."

How could we be so ungrateful

To disregard your instructions clear
You have shown the path to freedom
"Chant the Name! Become free from fear."

How could we be so ungrateful

To you who came to the west alone,

Showed us how to play mrdariga,

Changed our hearts which were made of stone.

How could we be so ungrateful,

We have no attraction for the Name.
0, HrsTkesa! Master of the senses,
Help us control our minds insane.

How could we be so ungrateful,
You sit up all night and write
You are selflessly translating

The spotless Pura@na that will give us light.

How could we be so ungrateful,
You've taught us how to cook and eat,
How to offer to Lord Kysna,

and your holy lotus feet.

How could we be so ungrateful,

You have eased us of our malady,

You have gently administered medicine,
Cured the disease of $unyavadi.

How could we be so ungrateful,

We only want a life of ease,

Loxd Caitanya - Patita P&avana,
Help us! Help us! Help us! Please.
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0 dearest $rila Prabhupada,

We, your servants here at Bhaktivedanta Manor, are
so anxious for your perfect association. Only by such
transcendental company will we become eligible to view
the lotus feet of Krsna.

Your energy seems inexhaustible as you preach, write,
travel, instruct disciples, constantly surprising us with
your divine understanding of our dilemma. Our only prayer
is that someday we may learn to please you as you are
pleasing your own guru-mahardja, Om Vispupdda Paramahamsa
Parivrajakacarya Sri-Srimad Bhaktisiddh3nta Sarasvati Go-
swami Mah@rdja Prabhupada.

Fresh in our minds are the memories of last year's
wonderful Rathayatra festival. You refused to ride in the
chariot with Their Lordships Jagannatha, Subhadrd and Ba-
larama. Instead you led the devotees in chanting and
dancing on the three-mile journey to Trafalgar Square.
Sometimes you would stop, turn around and stare at the
Ratha as it came to a halt. The whole parade would stop
and watch you. Then, as if returning from another place,
you would look back at the devotees and begin to leap into
the air again and again, encouraging us to dance with you
by simultaneously moving both your hands upwards and then
downwards. We danced and danced until we were exhausted,
but you were still fresh, almost unaffected by the excur-
sion. On Janmagtami, you gave us Radhd-Gokulananda to
worship and serve. You offered a most beautiful aratrika
to Them and led the devotees in circumambulating Their
Lordships, again dancing and leaping in ecstasy. Most of
us couldn't believe our eyes as we watched you, and the
ocean of bliss swelled up in our hearts and engulfed us.
We think we will never forget the wonderful summer of 1973.
You would sit on the lawn for hours answering our ques-
tions, meeting guests and reporters. We know you will
never be able to spare so much of your valuable time in
this way again. But of course the most wonderful thing
is that now you are translating the spotless Pura@na (Sri-
mad-Bhagavatam) for our benefit and for the benefit of the
entire world. Let us hope and pray that the unfortunate
souls in this age of Kali will take shelter of this most
precious jewel.
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LONDON

Brahmacarinis Grhastha women
Komalanigi Malati
Piirnacandra Kausalya
Shyamasundari Ramya
Gangamayl Ramadevi
Bhakti Eileen Draupadi
Bhakti Elizabeth Kamalakanti

TerarT

Children Haripriya

Saradiya
Dhruvananda Sambhavi
Znanda Mantrini
Madhumangala Ikgakurani
Kadamba Bhakti Maeve
Radhika Bhakti vujka
Kala Bhakti Sandra
Bhakti Dharma Bhakti Syifa
Bhakti Zora Bhakti Ann
Devaki
Dormia
Bhakta Mark

LOS ANGELES

The person Bhagavatam gives perfect knowledge.

nama om visnpu-padaya
krsna-pregthdya bhi-tale

Srimate bhaktivedanta-
svamin iti namine

namas te sdrasvate devam
gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvifesa-sanyavadi-
pascatya-desa-tarine
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om ajnana-timirandhasya
jhanafijana-§alakaya

caksur unmilitam yena

tasmai Sri-gurave namah

"I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual
master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer
my respectful obeisances unto him.,"

"Full and scientific knowledge is Krsna, and every-
thing is revealed to the person in Krsna consciousness. In
complete Krgna consciousness, one knows that Krsna is the
ultimate knowledge beyond any doubts."

(Bg. 7.2)

"Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spirit-
ual master. Inquire from him submissively and render sex-
vice unto him. The self-realized soul can impart know-
ledge unto you because he has seen the truth."

(Bg. 4.34)

~ "Real knowledge culminates in Krspa consciousness, the
highest stage of transcendental knowledge.
(Bg. 4.33)

"No one can be a spiritual master without following
the principle of disciplic succession. The Lord is the
original spiritual master, and a person in the disciplic
succession can convey the message of the Lord as it is to
the disciple."

"A bona fide spiritual master is by nature vexy kind
toward the disciple. Therefore when the student is sub-
missive and is always ready to render service, the recipro-
cation of knowledge and inquiries becomes perfect."

(Bg. 4.34)

"The result of receiving knowledge from a self-real-
ized soul, or one who knows things as they are, is learn-
ing that all living beings are parts and parcels of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead."

(Bg. 4.35)
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"When we speak of transcendental knowledge, we do so
in terms of spiritual understanding. As such there is
nothing so pure and sublime as transcendental knowledge.
Ignorance is the cause of our bondage, and knowledge is
the cause of our liberation."

(Bg. 4.38)

We understand that the pure devotee is a soul tho-
roughly surrendered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead
$ri Krspa. And as such the Lord, being situated within
his heart as the Supersoul, reveals perfect or absolute
knowledge to the pure devotee from within. Therefore the
pure devotee is the external manifestation of Supersoul.
Or put another way; the pure devotee is a representative
of perfect knowledge, or Lord $ri Krsna. Krsnpa is all-
perfect. And you are that pure devotee Srila Prabhupdada.

“"The devotees are always in My heart, and I am always
in the hearts of the devotees. The devotee does not know
anything beyond Me, and I also cannot forget the devotee.
There is a very intimate relationship between Me and the
pure devotees. Pure devotees in full knowledge are never
out of spiritual touch, and therefore they are very much
dear to Me."

(Bhag. 9.4.57)
The Supreme Lord Krsna first spoke this perfect knowledge
to the sun-god more than a hundred million years ago and
the knowledge was passed down by disciplic succession,
through Lord Caitanya to $rila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati,
and from him to His Divine Grace $rila Prabhupdda. Now
you are the dcarya for this age, the pure representative
of Krsna, and the bestower of complete knowledge upon hu-
manity. We can show our appreciation to you by learning
this perfect knowledge and then teaching it to others
without change.

This priceless gift that you have brought
The perfect knowledge Krsna taught
Revives the consciousness asleep
for crores of births in maya's keep
Springing anew with clearing sight
perfectly bright of golden hue
Lord Caitanya's samkIirtana
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carries the message to heart pierced through
These young boys and girls

following your teachings, light the halls
Where millions lie despondent, entrapped

in the silence of ignorance they suffer and die
This perfect knowledge picks them up

uncovers their soul, gives them help
You have done this, Srila Prabhupada

You came to us and taught the truth
Humanity falls at your feet to ask:

"What service may I do? What task
To show thé Lord I understand

To help your program, to lend a hand."
A billion lips chant Hari-nama

A billion hearts feel krsna-prema
You came alone and gave us this

From your lotus mouth the nectar drops
The swan-like man; you've saved us all

Now we can study Krsna's call.
All glories to your lotus feet

again and again and again.

Brahmacaris
Bmeyatma dasa George Prabhu
Arjuna dasa Harer Nama dasa
BahurQpa dasa Hasyapriya dasa
vVam§ivadanasuvasa didsa Joe Prabhu
Vaningtha dasa John Prabhu
Vam§Idhari dasa Krtagama dasa
Bhuvanesvara dasa Lokasaranga dasa
Bircandra dasa Mahavirya dasa
Citraka dasa Manabhirama dasa
Deva Deva dasa Mathura Mohana dasa
Dhanurveda dasa Mayapur dasa
Dharmakgetra dasa Nadia dasa
Dhiimrakesa dasa Papdu dasa
Eugene Prabhu Pavanana dasa
Gahganarayana dasa Premartlpa d3sa

Gopavrndapdla disa Pundarika dasa



Ravindranitha disa
Ragunandana ddsa
Ramesvara dasa
Riktananda dasa
Roger Prabhu #l
Roger Prabhu 2
Sacidquldl dasa
Satangati dfsa
Sevananda dasa
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Brahmacaris

Srikanta dssa
Surd@nanda dasa
Suresa dasa
Tripurari dasa
Usika dasa
Vamananda dasa
vamsT dasa
Yogananda dasa

Brahmac3rinis

Anaslya devi dasi
Antardhyana devi dasi
Cinmayi devi dasi
Devahiiti devi 4asi
Diane Prabhu

Jambavati devi dasi
Kathyrn Prabhu
Labarigalatikd devi dasi
Madhavi devi dasi
ManIndra devi dasi
Mina devi dasi
Nandaldl devi dasi
Paficall devi 4asT

Rene Prabhu

Ripa Candra devi dasi
Satadari devi dasi
Sharamine Prabhu
Taraka devi dasi

Tuniga Bhadra devi dasi
Tusti devi dasi

Ujjala devi dasi
Vrndavanesvari devi dasi
Vrndavana Vilasini devi dasi
Yajflapriya devi dasi

83
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Grhasthas

Amrtananda dasa and Jaya Gopi devi dasi

Anila dasa and Mah3ddhana devi 4dasi

Bahulasva dasa and Karunamayi devi dasi, Arjuna, Yamala
Bhagavatacarya dasa and Kusumdpitd devi d&si, Krsangi
Bh3skara dasa and Saubardya devi dasi '

Bir Raghava dasa and Birmala 43sI, Yamund, Ripa Manohara
Brahma Ripa d&sa and Nirkula devi dasi

Brhad Bhanu d3sa and Suarma d3sI, Gopi, Bhakti Sati
Buikima ViharI dasa and Hari-sevakd@ devi dasi, Uddhava
Candanacarya dasa and Kasturikd dasi, Radhasakti
Danavir dasa and Milaprakrti devi 4asi

Dayanidhi dasa and Linda Prabhu

Dennis Shannon Prabhu and Joy Prabhu

Dharmadyaksa ddsa and Rasangi devi d&si and Maitreya
Dinesvara dasa and Bhagavati devi dasi and Baladev
Frank Saltzman and Maria Prabhus, Maria Rose, Kristie
Gandharva dasa and Krsnallla devi dasi

Ganendra disa and Dvijapriyad devi dasi, Parthasarathi
Gary Gamache Prabhu and Jean Prabhu

Gary Watson Prabhu and Aja Prabhu, Hanuman

Indradeva dasa and Jaya Gaurarigi devi dasi

Jayatirtha dasa and Maftjuli devi dasi

John Maley Prabhu and Rhonda Prabhu, Jaya Radhe
Kaliyakrsna dasa and Trisakti devi dasi

Kanupriya dasa and Caitanya devi dasi, Draupadi, Gandhari
Karuna@sindhu dasa and Sdrala devi dasi

KrsnakantI ddsa and Herapaficami devi dasi, Uttara
Kuvera dasa and Revati devi dasi, Govinda, Krsnanandana
Lalakrsna ddsa and ParvatI devi dasi, LIld, Candravalil
Madhukanta dasa and Karlapati devi dasi

Madhukdra dasa and LilasaktI devi disi, Ma@nasacandra
Mah@jana dasa and é&rapagata devi dasi

Mike Pickup Prabhu and Linda Prabhu

Milhiladisa dasa and Rasamafijari devi dasi, Mandalibhadra
Mundan@ll ddsa and Padmamukhi devi dasi, Ghee
Muralivadana dasa and Kaumadaki devi d&si

Marti ddsa and MahatI devi dasi

Nandakumara dasa and Paurnamdsi devi d&si, Nandanandana
Narandrayana dasa and NiScintya devi dasi
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Santa Cruz devotees

Jivananda dasa and Hargara@ni devi dasi, Govinda, Gopala,
Gopinatha

Doc Docstaker Prabhu and Sherry Prabhu

Jake Carignan Prabhu and Sarvani devi dasi, Samaveda
Cidananda dasa brahmacari

Gavira dasa brahmacary

John McLeod Prabhu

MANCHESTER

nama om vignu-padaya
krsna-pregthdya bhu-tale

Srimate bhaktivedanta
svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate devam
gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sinyavadi-
pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupida,

Please accept our worthless obeisances at your most
sanctified lotus feet. Srila Narottama das Thakura has
sung;

$§ri-guru-carana padma, kevala bhakati sadma
vandon mui savadhana mate

"The lotus feet of the spiritual master are the only
repositories of devotion. I bow down before him in great
awe and reverence."

For many miserable births in this material world we
have been vainly searching for happiness. During this
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search we have attached ourselves to so many different
masters and rendered service in so many different ways
to the ultimate mistress of the material world, Mayadevi.
In this way all of our energy has been uselessly wasted,
and we have remained unsatisfied. In such a bewildered
condition we have somehow or other become fortunate
enough to be attracted to the transcendental message of
Lord Caitanya, delivered by you, §rila Prabhupada, and
thus we have been rescued.

By hearing this message with submissive attention we
have come to understand that you, as the bona fide repre-
sentative of $ri Krsna, are our real master, for whom we
have been searching after birth after birth. Let us now
serve you with all the devotion we are able to muster,
for your lotus feet are the only shelter from the path of
birth and death. Let us cling to the protection of Your
Divine Grace lest we are again cast amongst the false mas-
ters of the material world. Let us bow down repeatedly
before you, our eternal saviour, for you are to be worshipped
as $ri Krsna Himself is worshipped. If we can simply
serve you steadfastly, giving all our attention to the
fulfillment of your desires, then, being pleased with us,
you will give us what only you are able to give - Krsnal
Therefore we pray to Him that we may become content sim-
ply to remain the eternal sexvants of Your Divine Grace,
the saviour of the western world.

Ranchor d3sa adhikar® Devamaya devi d&asi
Tanumadya dasa Karpadini devi dasi
Acintyarlipa dasa adhikari Govardhana devi dasi
Sukaprada dadsa Ahladini SaktI devi dasi
Gopala dasa Bhaktin Jacqueline
Bhakta David Bhaktin Dorothy

Bhakta Dave Bhaktin Anna
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"The Golden Moon of $rila Prabhupdda is Rising”

Krsna says in the eleventh canto of $rimad-Bhagava-
tam; "My dear Uddhava, the spiritual master must not only
be accepted as My representative but as My very self."
Your Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is
thirty-second in the line of the Madhva-Gaudiya sampradaya,
the disciplic chain of spiritual masters descending from
Lord Krsna Himself. We, your sin-ridden children at $ri-
Miyapurdhama, the transcendental abode of $¥i Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, take great pleasure in lying down like a stick
in the dust at your lotus feet.

We admit that we do not understand the glories of
§ri Caitanya. But we accept the lotus feet of the Pafica-
tattwa just because it is pleasing to you. $rila Narottama
das Thakura says;

ei chaya gosafii yarra-mui tanra dasa
tan~-sabdra pada repu-mora pafica-grasa

"I simply accept a person who follows in the footsteps of
the six Goswamis, and the dust of such a person's lotus
feet are my foodstuff."

(Cc. Adi, 8.7)

The six Goswamis, $ri Ripa, $ri Sanatana, SrI Raghunitha
Bhatta, Sri Raghunatha disa, Sr¥i Jiva, Sri Gopala Bhatta,
were prolific writers of glorious bocks which eternally
enliven all the sincere souls throughout the universe.
Srila Prabhup&da, out of compassion and duty, you have
continued to write books in order to please Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. Lord Krsna, in Bhagavad-gitad, first distinguishes
the spirit soul from gross matter, and in conclusion takes
us to the point of full surrender, in devotion to the Su-
preme Person. Now, you have kindly given us Caitanya-car-
itamrta, the most advanced glorification of God, yet we
are still floundering on the sensual and mental platforms.
We thank you, $rila Prabhupdda, for all of these nectarine
books, which are gradually captivating our minds. Pre-
vious to reading them we had not even information or di-
rection on why or how to submit our selves at your lotus
feet. Who, other than yourself, could write such books?
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ning stages, because you are trying to fulfill that desire.
Your desire is no different than Krsna's desire. We beg
that we may hold on tight to, and always remember, your
lotus feet, whether in happy or distressed conditions of
life. Furthermore we pray to be always engaged in your
transcendental service, and to be always pleasing to you.

Jayapataka Swami
Bhdvananda Goswami

Brahmacaris Grhasthas
Prabd@sa dasa _ Baradard@ja dasa
Jand@nibas dasa Rukmini ddsI
Satadhanya dasa _ Janameffjaya dasa
Bhavabhiiti dasa Tara d&asi
Adi-deva dasa Saptaratha dasa
Ajamil dasa . Hemalati dasi
Dinadyal dasa ISan dasa
Rasaparayana dasa Bibavati dasi
Tirthardja dasa Anakadarigabi dasa
Paikkajanya dasa Vrndavanbihari d&sI
Téedvara dasa

" Patitap@vana dasa Brahmacarinis and children
Jaganivas ddsa
Pugkar dadsa §rTmati agsT
Satajit dasa Aloo dasT
Bhakta Brice AmTyabali dasT
Bhakta Babendra Mafiju dasi
Bhakta Allen Sumati dasi
Bhakta Santosa ’ Bhaktin Mary
Bhakta Sankarsana Krsna Sundar dasa
Bhakta Ravi Ganesh dasa
Bhakta Nirmal Candre Adi Guru d&sa
Bhakta Ak

Bhakta Govinda ’
Bhakta Binode
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When someone saves your life, how can you best thank
him? Can he be repaid with gold coins or sweet words?
By offering your bank-balance and humble supplications
you were not able to dissuade cruel death from carrying
you away, for your things are of little value. He who
saved you gave you the most valuable thing, your life.
But we are such rascals that we think to pay off our debt
with a few trinkets, and continue on our merry way as if
nothing had happened.

All living entltles in the material world are strug-
gling very hard.l sometimes they are happy; other times,
when they are afflicted with the threefold miseries, they
are distressed.“ We had no knowledge or faith in the spiri-
tual path, Our fate was sealed by the unretractable law
of karma.” Blind to the brilliant sun of Vedic knowledge,
we were quite content to glide down the royal path to hell.
We were deep in the dark pit of material existence, en-~
trapped in the coils of eternal time (kala-sarpa), resigned
to die.

But due to some cause indeterminable by us, we met
Your Divine Grace.® Parvata-muni explains that the pure de-
votees like your own good self are touchstones, because by
the slight touch of your association anyone can be conver-
ted into a great devotee also. Sukadeva Goswami explains
the same; that any living being, no matter how sinful, even
an animal, by service unto a maha-bhagavata, can come to
know scientifically about the Personality of Godhead and
thus free himself from the path of birth and death.®
wanted a prolonged life in this world to continue on the
path of preyah, but in your association we have tasted a
moment of full consciousness. Therefore we are now on the
freya-pantha engaged in brahma-jijfiasd, for you have taught
us that vasudeva-pard@ gatih.

We, the Mexican people, are descendants of the rakgasa
enemies of the Personaltiy of Godhead §r1 Rama. After Ra-
vana had been killed, those demoniac followers who survived
fled to this land and founded our civilization. Even so,
we have great hope of attaining Krspa-prema, as Sandatana
Goswami says:

o

tatha diksa-vidhanena
dvijatvam jayate nrnam
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once serve Bhagavan, and maybe then begin to return what
you have given us.

Brahmacaris
Madan Manohara dasa Bhakta Mario
Radha-Kysna dasa Bhakta Miguel
Rohini Kumara dasa Bhakta Jesus
Baladeva dasa Bhakta Santos
Ksiti Mohana dasa Bhakta Manuel
Acalesvara dasa Bhakta Fernando
Ramanya dasa Bhakta Roger
Adhoksaja dasa Bhakta Jesus
Puspaloca dasa Bhakta Octavio
Candi dasa Bhakta Abel
Kasesvara dasa Bhakta Antonio
Ugradamstra dasa Bhakta Benjamin
Rama Govinda dasa Bhakta Enrique
Ksetrasvarupa dasa Bhakta Jorge
Natavara dasa Uddharana dasa
Nanda Prana dasa Venudhara dasa
Carudeha dasa

Grhasthas

Satrajit dasa
Bharata candra dasa

Brahmacdrinis and Grhastha women

Niradhara devi dasi Ana Marcela Prabhu

Nirlepa devi dasi Subhadra Prabhu

Ma. Soledad Prabhu Draupadl Prabhu

Nohemi Prabhu Bhagamalini devi dasi
Rosario Prabhu Saficayani devi disi

Georgina Prabhu Ma. Guadalupe Ibanez Herrera

Alejandrina Prabhu Bhadramirti devi dasI
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Footnotes
1. Gita 15.7 7. Bhag. 1.5.7
2. Gita 13.22 8. Gita 4.34
3. Gita 4.38 . 9. Gita 4.15
4. Gita 16.19 10. Gita 9.34; 18.65
5. Bhag. 1.1.21 11. GIt3d 9.27
6. Bhag. 2.7.46 12. Brahma-samhitd 5.61
MIAMI

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

We beg you, please accept our most respectful, hum-
ble, prostrated obeisances at your beautiful lotus feet.
We are wondering if we will ever fully understand your
prosition. We are feeling a gnawing anxiety wondering how
we will ever repay even a small portion of the debt we
owe to you. You have entrusted us with the most secret
of all secrets, the king of wisdom and knowledge--$ri
Krsna's transcendental message. Thus our attention has
been diverted to our constitutional duty; we have been
set upon the path of yuga-dharma. We have finally taken
our birth in the human form of life.

By carefully following your instructions we may
some day realize the purport of this transcendental know-
ledge, and become wholeheartedly enthused to serve you
in your enthusiastic service to your Gurudeva. Only by
this process can we attain the pure devotional service
by which we shall meet God—face to face. Please, there-
fore, continue to guide us with your causeless mercy,
compassion and patience.

Our position is too well-known and our hearts so
hard as to be impervious, but you continue to serve Lord
Krsna, with or without us, and thereby enter deeper and
deeper into the ocean of transcendental happiness. On
the other hand, without our service to you, we would en-
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ter deeper and deeper into the ocean of miseries, feel
the most acute unhappiness and become the most miserable
of human beings.

For the most part, we are sentimental fools and ras-
cals, and our puny, clumsy offerings must make you alarmed
at our insincerity and snail-like progress. Actually, we
have no offering whatsoever save our respects, our obei-
sances, our entreaties to tolerate our offenses, our sup-
pPlications to employ us in your divine purpose, and our
thanks. .

We pray that this Vyasa-Puja finds you in the best
possible health and that we may continue to serve you in
the association of your sincere disciples. Jaya Prabhu-
padal! Jaya Prabhupadal! Jaya Gurudeval! All glories to
Your Divine Grace!

Brahmacaris
Akificana dasa Bhakta Ernie
Caitanya Jivana dasa Bhakta Gary
Dharma dasa Bhakta George
Gopiprana dasa Bhakta Joe
N3@rada. Muni dasa Bhakta John G.
Sriman Pandita dasa Bhakta John H.
Bhakta Carl ' Bhakta Marty
Bhakta Cyril Bhakta Raymond
Bhakta David C. Bhakta Ron
Bhakta David H. Bhakta Pedro

Grhastha men

Abhirama dasa Sulocana dasa
Bhakta Vatsala dasa Tamohara dasa
BhrSakapi dd@sa Vallabhasen dasa
Haihayi d&sa Yugalakigora dasa
Madana Mohana dasa Bhakta Louis
Narahari dasa Bhakta Mark
Radha-Gopinatha dasa

Brahmacarinis

sarvani devi dasi Bhaktin Farnie
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Jayabalarama dasa Bhakta Kevin

Premaniketena dasa Bhakta Rick

griyabhakta dasa Bhakta Barry

Sukra ddsa Bhakta Michael
Bhakta John

Grhasthas
Uttamasloka d3sa adhikari BahirsmatI devi dasi
Mayapur sha sha dasa : Sarvamayi devi dasi
Brahmacarinis

Jotiraditya devi dasi sadhvi devi dasI

Srikari devi dasi Bhaktin Cindy

Candra devi dasi Bhaktin Leona

MohinY devi dasi
Children

Radh3d Gopindtha dasa

MUNICH

om ajfiana-timirandhasya
jAanafijana-$alakaya

' caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai Sri-gurave namah

There are many who claim to be spiritual authorities,
to be guru, or even God Himself, and we must judge them
by their qualifications. But without spiritual education
no one can discern that which is genuine from that which
is bogus. PFactually very few people actually know what
God is, or what they are, or what the purpose of life is.
Ignorant and susceptible to self-interested cheaters, we
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fail to comprehend our real duty towards the Supreme God,
and glide down the hellish path of existence. Amidst the
variety of so-called yogis, who has even understood that
he is not the body? Thus due to lack of transcendental
association, the cheaters and the cheated continue their
perpetual transmigration from body to body, through repea-
ted births and deaths, within this material universe.

Due to their misidentification with the body, or "skin
disease," they remain plagued by unlimited anxieties.

The real guru comes to initiate the fallen souls on
the progressive path of spiritual realization. The first
symptom of the guru is that he is absorbed in transcen-
dence, and he can lift others out of material anxieties
by imparting transcendental knowledge. If one at all
wants to relieve himself of his suffering, he must find
and take shelter at the feet of the bona fide spiritual
master. The second symptom of the guru is that he is
always speaking of and glorifying God, as confirmed in
Bhagavad-git§:

"Always chanting My glories, endeavoring with great
determination, bowing down before Me, these great souls
perpetually worship Me with devotion."”

In this way there are eight symptoms of the guru, as
described by $rila Visvanatha CakravartI Thakura in his
Gurvagtaka. When one contacts and receives the blessings
of the spiritual master, he realizes his ignorant situation
and becomes totally dependent on his guru for elevation to
pure consciousness. The representative of the Lord is em-
powered to elevate the most fallen souls to become vaig-
navas, or advanced transcendentalists, lovers of God.
Narottama das Th8kura says that by touching the holy Gan-
ges water one can get liberation, but simply by seeing the
pure devotee the same effect is achieved. The pure devo-
tee carries the Lord within his heart and can reveal Him
to any sincere disciple. We should therefore desire even
a small drop of mercy from the spiritual master in order
to develop our eternal relationship with the Lord, and to
experience spiritual bliss so that our attachment for ma-
terial pleasures may be cast aside.

We therefore offer our service and surrender to His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, a pure
devotee of Lord Krsna, and pray that we may some day bow
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at his lotus feet with the humility that is required for
obtaining the mercy of the Lord. We ask desperately that
he kindly engage us in his service and permit us to attach
ourselves to his mission. $rila Prabhupada, you are an
ocean of mercy. When you study us, you will find no qual-
ifications, but we beg you, do not reject us. Our only
hope is in serving those who serve you, in giving you
Pleasure by cooperating with your mission.

AvinaSacandra ddsa brahmacdari Bhakta Frank

Citr3avesa disa brahmacari Bhakta Frank

Durgama dasa brahmacdri Bhakta Kurt

Afokakumdra ddsa brahmacdrI Sudespa ddsa brahmacHrT
Sutapa dasa adhikari Herta devi dasi - Eva devi
Surabhi devi dasi Bhaktin Christine

Bhaktin Katy

NAIROBI

Our dear spiritual master,

We began with a view to glorify you, $rila Prabhu-
pada, but instead find a lack of profundity, to our dis-
gust. We can only resound the speeches of others and
hope that their praises are somewhat just. There is no
need to detail our lax or our needs. But we beg you to
give us the devotional seed. Please accept our heartfelt
obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

The powerful animosity of the conditioned living
being aimed at the Lord is certainly undeserved by Him.
But you destroy this wicked mood with the sharpened sword
of truth, and bring them to surrender at His feet. How
great your mercy, how marvellous your workl

We are your foreign troops, our brigade marching
daily through the villages and towns preaching to the
uncomplimentary half of Maharaja Vena. We want to put
a spiritual smile on the face of every African. The den-
sity of ignorance here seems impenetrable; yet, to our
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So many times we, who are so weak, seem to neglect
this most important service of hearing of the Lord's
glorious pastimes, and in view of this fact, our hearts
remain covered with the dust of conditional life. So
now we take a little time to rectify this sad condition
and pray to you, Gurudeva, that you'll bestow kindness
upon us and give us an attraction for this purifying pro-
cess. Our neglect is not any fault in the process. We
thought ourselves as authorities, but now we seek refuge
at your feet.

"0 twice-born sages, by serving those devotees who
are completely free from all vice, great sexrvice is done.
By such service, one gains affinity for hearing the mes-
sages of Vasudeva."

(Bhag. 1.2.16)

It is only by this service unto you, Srila Prabhupada,
that we may understand anything transcendental.

"Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiri-
tual master. Inquire from him submissively and render
service unto him. The self-realized soul can impart know-
ledge unto you because he has seen the truth."

(Bg. 4.34)

"By regularly hearing the Bhagavatam and rendering
service to the pure devotee, all that is troublesome to
the heart is practically destroyed, and loving service
unto the glorious Lord, who is praised with transcenden-
tal songs, is established as an irrevocable fact."

So this first and most important step to self-reali-
zation cannot be overemphasized. Just as sound is the
first thing to arouse a sleeping man, so the transcenden-
tal sounds of the messages of Lorxrd Krsna and your ambro-
sial words can arouse our dormant Krsna consciousness.

And who can measure such kindness? Your pure trans-
mission of the transcendental sound reaches every corner
of this planet due to your selfless translatory efforts.
Now Sruti, smriti, purana and paficaratra are read in all
parts of the globe, and nullify all past ideas of truth.
You are teaching and distributing the highest gain, pure
bhakti-yoga, and our service to the Lord becomes fixed by
learning and distributing such literatures. Thank you
§rila Prabhupada.
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§rila Prabhupada, you are the ocean of mercy, the
friend of the poor and the lord and master of the devo-
tees. Oh S$rila Prabhupada! Please be merciful unto us
and give us the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is
spread all over the three worlds.

Coming into contact with the illusory energy, becom-
ing envious of the Supreme Lord Krsna, taking up the uni-
form of a prisoner, contemplating the objects of the sen-
ses and being scorched by attachment, lust, anger, delu-
sion, bewilderment of memory, loss of intelligence, utter
submergence in the depths of darkness and pain--this is
our life's history in the mahat-tattwa. We have wept
oceans of tears, being forced to carry the unbearable,
massive load of miseries so rightly deserved.

We had totally forsaken our eternal Lord SrT Krsna,
who would never do the same to us. But, instead of leav-
ing us in this pit of horrifying entanglement, He has
sent His dearmost personal delegate, whose voice has
crushed our uncrushable pride, and who has turned our
gullty faces to have a glimpse of reality in the highest
form--§ri Sri Radha-Vrnddvanacandra.

$rila Prabhupada, you have told us that if the bull
(which represents the principles of religion) is protec-
ted nicely and given sufficient grazing pastures, then
he will naturally eat up all the long grasses (which rep-
resent rampant irreligion) growing there. So all of us
here at New Vrndavana are daily letting the beautiful
strong bulls out to pasture to eat up the long grasses to
their full satisfaction. Your simple, compassionate in-
structions are pouring forth like rivers of nectar from
your lotus lips, entering our earholes. Consequently, we
are feeling satisfied at heart and fully confident to
meet Mayad's agents face to face, fighting down to the
last confrontation as long as you remain with us as our
bold commander-in-chief.

In Bhagavad-gita Krsna promises to appear whenever
there is necessity of relieving the burden of the earth
by means of annihilating the miscreants and establishing
religious principles. This is certainly a time of such
necessity because for thousands of years the most offense-
less and important animal, the cow (who represents Mother
Earth), has been trembling due to seeing her life put in
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souls. There is no possibility of ever repaying the debt
we owe to you, but you are so humble that when you see
your disciples advancing in Krsna consciousness you feel

indebted to them.

Surely this humility is unrivalled.

The water that washes your feet can purify all pla-

ces of pilgrimage.

Following perfectly in the footsteps

of the six Goswamis of Vrndavana, you purify all the
reactions of the sinful activities of conditioned souls
by pouring on them transcendental songs about Govinda.
You are expert in increasing the limits of the ocean of

transcendental bliss.

§rila Prabhupdda, you have given us so many wonderful
books. This is another manifestation of your unlimited
mercy. You are making access to yourself so easy. You
are always finding ways to engage even unwilling persons

in Krsna's service.

You are performing miracles, trans-

forming mlecchas into brahmanas. Your potency can trans-
form the lowest soul into a pure devotee. You are a soul
fully surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord, engaged
cent per cent in His service, always hearing and chanting
the message of Lord Caitanya and always very anxious to
hear of the transcendental pastimes of Radhika and Madhava.
We pray to be benedicted with one drop of your mercy and
conmpassion. We beg to serve in your mission of delivering
all conditioned souls within the universe. May we eter-
nally remain as insignificant servants under the dust of

your lotus feet.

Bali Mardan d&dsa Gosvami

Afijana
Anuttama
Apurva
AtIndriya
Bhadra Sen
Bhaktivinoda
Bhargava
Bhrgupati
Brsimha
Brajendranandana
Caturvytha

Cakradhara
Devamrta
Dravida
Gadagraja
Gariyvan
Gaurahari
Gopdla Krsna
Gopijanaballava
Gopiparanadhana
Harikes$a
Indrapramada
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and complete philosophy of the Vedas, let us cling tight-
ly to your lotus feet, leaving no chance of ever forget-
ting Krspa again.

It is not possible to express our gratitude in words,
nor can we repay you by any amount of service. We can
simply give you our hearts and souls. Now you can do
with us as you like, eternally. We are praying to Krsna
that we may not offend you. We wish to never withdraw
from your shelter. Please forgive our offenses and bless
us with Krsna consciousness.

You are our only hope. Please bring us back to
Godhead. This is our humble prayer.

Dharmarija ddsa brahmacari Bhakta George
Bala-krsna dasa brahmacari Bhakta Rael
Adhiyajfia dasa brahmacari Bhakta Saurindra

PARIS

Dearest Srila Prabhupada, no one knows better than
you how mankind is bent on destroying itself piecemeal,
nor does anyone feel the same profound compassion for
these children-at-arms, born of an unspeakable age, blin-
ded by the illusion of material pleasure.

For such petty minds as ours, it was hard to under-
stand what could have motivated you to come to this wil-
derness of sin. You were disarming in the beginning,
with your knowing smile, utter detachment, tolerance and
a nature so gentle that you once tamed a butterfly in
your Londonderry room. One could not help but be drawn
in by your loving ways and broken English.

But quickly you surprised us with your ravaging at-
tacks on godless society and the demons behind it - “Fools
and rascals!" "Kick on their faces!" "Dogs, hogs, camels
and asses!" Although many were shocked, it was what spi-
ritualism had been lacking; relevancy and an understand-
ing of the real problems, and the effect was a solidifi-
cation of our own confidence in the strength and scope of

»
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ing and dancing of the devotees! By your mercy, at dawn
there is the sound of mangala-aratrika all over the glcbe.
Thousands have seen the ecstatic arca-vigraha of the Lord.
Your books fall into the laps of millions. Your preach-
ing work is a torchlight. The mahd-mantra now dances
tongue to tongue like an all-consuming fire. In May3pur,
you brought about the fulfillment of $rila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura's prediction that one day easterners and western-
ers would be dancing and chanting "Jaya Sacinandana!

Jaya facinandanal" at the sacred place of Sr1 Caitanya's
appearance.

Now you are encouraging us to enter into the fields
of politics, science and education, to make extensive
Krsna conscious propaganda so that others may be bene-
dicted with this spiritual life. .

THE FRIEND OF THE POOR. "It is very good, my dear child,
that you have attained the Supreme goal of life by deve-
loping love of Godhead. Thus you have pleased me very
much, and I am obliged to you. My dear child, continue
dancing, chanting and performing samkirtana in association
of devotees. Furthermore, go out and preach the value of
chanting krsna-nama, for by this process you will be able
to deliver all fallen souls." (Cc. Adi, 7.91-92)

Presently, there are many altruists, philanthropists
and humanitarians busily engaged in building hospitals,
feeding the hungry and helping to bring lowly persons in-
to the mainstream of society. But Your Divine Grace is
more anxious to maintain temples wherein the Deity of
Krgna is standing, benedicting all those who come before
Him. You are more interested in the distribution of pra-
sadam, which ends the real hunger of the living entity.
You are urging the planet to make permanent solutions to
the problems of birth, disease, old age and death, and
go back to home, back to Godhead.

It is not such a great thing for someone to feed us
when we are hungry, to give us needed money or cure some
bodily ailment; but a friend of the soul, a friend beyond
birth and death——such a friend is very, very rare.

THE LORD AND MASTER OF THE DEVOTEES. Once at a Ratha-
yatra festival Your Divine Grace sat on Subhadra@'s char-
iot, surrounded by devotees who were holding ecstatic
kIirtana. When you raised your hand to enthuse them, they
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hind such an ordered construction. Still, in the face of
Krsna's material creation, which is working in flawless
harmony and order in accordance with His will, the rascal
"educators" and scientists invent so many theories to
either prove that Krsna does not exist, or they simply
make everything appear as unreal or meaningless. As is
stated in the siimad-Bhﬁgavatam, in this age of Kali peo-
ple have become increasingly faithless in God due to the
propagation of so many ideas centered about exploitation
and cheating for personal sense gratification. Without
the presence of a pure devotee of the Lord, human society
becomes lax in its progress toward the Personality of
Godhead, degenerating into animalism and violence, with
no real direction, save and except sense enjoyment and
ultimate destruction.

When Lord Caitanya asked Ramananda Raya what the
most inauspicious thing for society was, he replied that
not having the association of a pure devotee of the Lord
was to be considered most unfortunate. By the Lord's
grace we are so fortunate as to have your association,
$rTla Prabhupada, both through your books and personally.
Why we receive such mercy is incomprehensible. You have
made this great, intricate science of God-realization
understandable to persons like ourselves, who were born
lower than $itidras. This has been made possible by your
perfect realization of the science, as delivered to you
by your spiritual master. If we could only realize our
great fortune, we might be more enthusiastic in following
the path you have outlined; but being unfortunate, we
can boast of no sincere desire to surrender.

Because of your presence in the world we now have
the chance to awaken our dormant understanding of and
love for God, Krspa. This human form of life is specifi-
cally awarded so that we can awaken this dormant love,
and thus go back to home, back to Godhead. If this is
not done, then we spoil our opportunity, arrived at after
countless excruciating revolutions in the cycle of birth
and death.

"The spiritual master is receiving benediction from
the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on the
forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master
extinguishes the blazing fire of material existence. I
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