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THE REAL MEANING OF VYASA-PUJA

Jivera ‘svaripa’ haya—Kkrsnera ‘nitya-ddsa’’
““The actual constitutional position of every liv-
ing being is that he is eternally the servant of
God.”” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lild
20.108)

The great question of life is how can we learn
to understand who we really are. Its direct
answer can be ascertained most quickly by ac-
cepting the scientific conclusions of the Vedic
authorities. $rila Vyasadeva, the original com-
piler of the Vedas, taught that the highest activity
a person can perform is to perfect his existence
by engaging himself and everything he owns in
the loving devotional service of the Supreme
Lord. One who can potently relay this message
of Vyidsadeva, without alteration, to less fortu-
nate souls who are covered by the darkness of
ignorance is declared by God Himself to be His
best servant:

na ca tasman manusyesu kascin me privya-krttamah
bhavita na ca me tasmdad anyah priyataro bhuvi

““There is no servant in this world more dear to
Me than he, nor will there ever be one more
dear.” (Bg. 18.69)

Spiritual understanding can be properly ob-
tained through the authorized protocol of the
chain of disciplic succession, spiritual master to
disciple, starting from Vyasadeva. Vyasadeva
himself learned from Narada Muni; Narada
from the creator Brahma, and Brahma received
the Vedic knowledge through his heart, directly
from the Supreme Lord Visnu. Therefore, a
spiritual master in the disciplic succession is the
transparent via medium, the royal road to God.
He is the perfect representative of the Lord, thus
he is called ““‘Prabhupida.” Because of his confi-
dential relationship with God he is honored with
the same worship as God.

Traditionally, the spiritual master is shown
respect by offering him the seat of Vydsadeva,
the wydsdsana, and by celebrating his birthday
with the worship ceremony Vyasa-piija. Part of
Vyasa-piijd is the presentation by disciples of at-
tempts to glorify the spiritual master in their
own words. The purpose of these Vyasa-pija
offerings is not to showcase the knowledge, ar-
tistry or advanced devotional sentiments of the
disciples. We are all just neophyte students with-
out any such qualifications. Rather, they should
be read as affectionate expressions of our gra-
titude to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada for
saving the world, and as reflections of what we
may have assimilated of the sublime message of
Krsna consciousness, which can only be fully ap-
preciated by giving submissive hearing to guru-
mukha-padma-vakya, the nectarean words
emanating from the lotus mouth of the spiritual
master himself. It is these instructions, after all,
which are Srila Prabhupada’s most important
gift. These instructions form the real substance
of the Krsna consciousness movement.

tava kathamrtam tapta-jivananm
kavibhir iditarh kalmasdpaham

Sravana-mangalari srimad atatam
bhuvi grnanti te bhirida janah

*‘Oh, Lord Krsna, the nectar of Your words and
the descriptions of Your activities are the life and
soul of those who are always aggrieved in this
material world. These narrations are transmitted
by exalted personalities, and they eradicate all
sinful reactions. Whoever hears these narrations
attains all good fortune. These narrations are
broadcast all over the world and are filled with
spiritual power. Those who spread the message
of Godhead are certainly the most munificent
welfare workers.” (Bhag. 10.31.9)
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principles of bhakti-yoga taught by Lord Krsna in
the Bhagavad-gitd. Srila Prabhupada taught
classes every morning at 6:00 A.M. and Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday at 7:00 P.M. Also, he in-
troduced the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra.
A group of about a dozen young people, mostly
boys, regularly attended. After a couple of
months, he offered initiation, and Srila Prabhu-
pada’s first American disciples were born. In
those days of ISKCON’s infancy, Srila Prabhu-
pdda personally managed all affairs. It was he
who did the cooking for the devotees, he who
played the drum and chanted, he who gave all
the lectures, he who personally handled all petty
cash expenditures, answered the phone, typed
the manuscripts and letters, mailed the letters,
cleaned, worshiped, etc. He worked with the
strength of a young man. By material standards
he overworked. His first students were mainly
ex-hippies and knew nothing of Vedic culture
and practices. Everything had to come gradually
and Srila Prabhupada tolerated all the ignorant
offenses of his disciples. He only wanted to see
that they were happy, engaging in chanting Hare
ngga and serving the spiritual master.

rila Prabhupada’s biography from 1966 is in-
separable from the life and growth of ISKCON
and the publication of his books.

Thus the milestones in $rila Prabhupada’s life
include these events: 1967 —opening temples in
San Francisco, Montreal, and Boston; 1968 —
opening centers in Los Angeles, Detroit,
Philadelphia, and other cities; 1968 —the first
Rathayatra festival, in San Francisco. The most
significant dates in his life are the publication
dates of his books, which came in a steady
stream, quickly increasing to a torrent:
Bhagavad-gita As It Is 1968; Teachings of Lord
Caitanya 1968, Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead 1970, The Nectar of Devotion 1970

(more and more books). For the past ten years,
he has traveled around the world by jet many
times, opening centers, visiting disciples, and
managing the affairs of the society in person and
by mail. Yet, wherever he is, he translates at
night by speaking into a dictaphone. He usually
takes his evening rest at around 10 or 11 P.M.
and then rises at 1 or 2 AM. to translate the
verses of Srimad-Bhdgavatam. Wherever he goes
he takes the dictaphone with him and translates,
even if only a single page is done in a night.
““Little drops of water wear away the stone,’” he
says. “In this way I have written all these
books.”” There are now almost a hundred
established centers and fifty published volumes
of books.

$rila Prabhupada has also invested much en-
ergy in bringing Krsna consciousness back to
India. Some of his Western spiritual children,
disciples of ISKCON, joined with Srila Prabhu-
pada in 1970 when he returned to India to revive
the original Vedic culture. Especially in India he
continued to personally manage the affairs of his
institution, and with great struggle he began
temples and centers in Mayapur, Vrndivana,
Bombay, etc. Now he has erected two pilgrimage
sites with gorgeous temples capable of accom-
modating hundreds of devotees, at Mayapura
and Vrndivana, so that his Western disciples
can go at least yearly and receive the blessings of
such holy sites. Srila Prabhupada’s plans for the
future development of Mayépura, the birthsite
of Lord Caitanya Mahéprabhu, include the con-
struction of the largest temple in India and
development of an entire Vedic city, which will
include a planetarium, kirtana stadium, village
industries, and even an airport. In recent years
he has spent most of his time traveling in India
and, at least once a year, touring the United
States and Europe.












MARKINE BHAGAVATA-DHARMA
by His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

On September 17, 1965, His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupida arrived in Boston on board
the ship Jaladuta, carrying within his
heart the orders of his spiritual master to
spread the teachings of Sri Caitanya
beyond the borders of India, throughout
the entire world. As he looked out upon
Boston’s bleak and dirty skyline, he could
understand the difficulty of this sacred
mission and felt great compassion for
these godless people. Thus, with perfect
humility, he composed this historic
prayer in Bengali, praying for the
deliverance of all fallen souls.

On September 22, 1965, five
days after his arrival in
America, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada (opposite page)
lectured at a YMCA in Butler,
Pennsylvania. The town’s
newspaper, the Butler Eagle,
printed this picture of the
event.

baro-krpa kaile krsna adhamer prati

.....

Translation: My dear Lord Krsna, You are so
kind upon this useless soul, but I do not know
why you have brought me here. Now you can do
whatever You like with me.

dche kichu kdrja taba ei anumane
nahe keno aniben ei ugra-sthane

Translation: But I guess You have some busi-
ness here, otherwise why would You bring me to
this terrible place?

rajas tamo gune erd sabdi acchanna
bdsudeb-kathd ruci nahe se prasanna

Translation: Most of the population here is
covered by the material modes of ignorance and
passion. Absorbed in material life, they think
themselves very happy and satisfied, and
therefore they have no taste for the transcen-
dental message of Vasudeva. I do not know how
they will be able to understand it.

tabe jadi taba krpd hoy ahaituki
sakal-i sambhava hoy tumi se kautuki

Translation: But I know Your causeless mercy
can make everything possible because You are
the most expert mystic.

ki bhave bujhale tara byjhe sei rasa

eta krpd koro prabhu kori njja-basa
Translation: How will they understand the
mellows of devotional service? O Lord, I am

simply praying for Your mercy so that I will be
able to convince them about Your message.
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tomdra icchdya saba hoy mdya-basa

tomara icchdya ndsa mdydr parasa
Translation: All living entities have become
under the control of the illusory energy by Your
will, and therefore, if you like, by Your will they
can also be released from the clutches of illu-
sion.

taba icchd hoy jadi tadera uddhdar
bujhibe niscai tabe katha se tomar

Translatien: I wish that You may deliver them.
Therefore if You so desire their deliverance,
then only will they be able to understand Your
message.

bhagavater kathd se taba avatdr

dhira haiya sune jadi kane bar bar
Translation: The words of Srimad-
Bhdgavatam are Your incarnation, and if a sober
person repeatedly receives it with submissive

aural reception, then he will be able to under-
stand Your message.

It is said in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam
(1.2.17-21):

Srnvatam sva-kathdh krsnah
punya-sravana-kirtanah

hrdy antah-stho hy abhadrani
vidhunoti su-hrt-satam

nasta-prdyesv abhadresu
nityarh bhdgavata-sevayd

bhagavaty uttama-sioke
bhaktir bhavati naisthiki

tada rajas-tamo-bhavah
kama-lobhadayas ca ye

ceta etair anaviddham
sthitarh sattve prasidati

evam prasanna-manaso
bhagavad-bhakti-yogatah

bhagavat-tattva-vijianam
mukta-sangasya jayate

bhidyate hrdaya-granthis
chidyante sarva-sarmsayéh

ksiyante cdsya karmani
drsta evatmanisvare

“&11 Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, who
is the Paramatma [Supersoul] in everyone’s
heart and the benefactor of the truthful devotee,
cleanses desire for material enjoyment from the
heart of the devotee who relishes His messages,
which are in themselves virtuous when properly
heard and chanted. By regularly hearing the
Bhagavatam and rendering service unto the pure
devotee, all that is troublesome to the heart is
practically destroyed, and loving service unto
the glorious Lord, who is praised with transcen-
dental songs, is established as an irrevocable
fact. At the time loving service is established in
the heart, the modes of passion [rgjas] and ig-
norance [tamas] and lust and desire [kdma] dis-
appear from the heart. Then the devotee is
established in goodness and he becomes happy.
Thus established in the mode of goodness, the
man rejuvenated by loving service to the Lord
gains liberation from material association
[muktil and comes to know scientifically of the









In 1936,

His Divine Grace
A.C.Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada
delivered this poem
as a Vyasa Puja
homage for

His Divine Grace
Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati

. Adore adore ye all 3.

The happy day
Blessed than heaven,
Sweeter than May.
When he appeared at Puri
The holy place,
My Lord and Master
His Divine Grace.

. Oh! my Master 6.

The evangelic angel.
Give us thy light,

Lite up thy candle.
Struggle for existence

A human race.
The only hope

His Divine Grace.

. Misled we are 7.

All going astray,
Save us Lord

Our fervent pray.
Wonder thy ways

To turn our face
Adore thy feet

Your Divine Grace.

. Forgotten Krsna 8.

We fallen souls,
Paying most heavy
The illusion’s toll.
Darkness around
All untrace.
The only hope
His Divine Grace.

Message of service
Thou hast brought
A healthful life
As Caitanya wrought.
Unknown to all
It’s full of brace.
That's your gift
Your Divine Grace.

Absolute is sentient
Thou hast proved
Impersonal calamity
Thou hast moved.
This gives us a life
Anew and fresh,
Worship thy feet
Your Divine Grace.

Had you not come
Who had told
The message of Krsna
Forceful and bold.
That’s your right
You have the mace.
Save me a fallen
Your Divine Grace.

The line of service
As drawn by you,
Is pleasing and healthy
Like morning dew.
The oldest of all
But in new dress
Miracle done
Your Divine Grace.
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nama or visnu-paddya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
Srimate-bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracdrine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

caksur unmilitari yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Dear Srila Prabhupdda,
fall at the dust of your lotus feet, straining
to plunge my infected mind into the
oceanic network of your causeless mercy.
The Vrndavana-like vibration emanating
from your lotus mouth is the end-all and
be-all of my life. You are the sterling ex-
ample of the pure devotee, and even
among pure devotees your position is exalted.
You are ecstatic gaura-sakti, and my eternal am-
bition is to have a full taste of the beams of tran-
scendental bliss which are emanated from your
lotus toenails. O Gurudeva, you are personified
Srotriyam brahma-nistham, the eternal spiritual
master, the only friend of a black-hearted soul
like myself. You are lifting me out of the
nightmare of so-called society, friendship and
love, just as a kind father lifts his child out of a
horrifying dream. Just as in nightmares a child is
eaten by a tiger, so | was being eaten alive by the
so-called society, friendship and love of this

world. Even within the Krsna consciousness
society, the dumbstruck fallen soul at times
rushes to enjoy sense gratification. But you are
so merciful that you deftly cut to pieces the
putrid network of this gross illusion.

Millions of glories to Your Divine Grace. 1
offer millions of obeisances, purifying myself by
bathing in the dust of Your lotus feet. You are
saving the whole world by striking the petrified
hearts of the conditioned souls with ecstatic
knowledge, ecstatic mantras and thousands and
millions of ecstatic engagements and services
which emanate from the ocean of your causeless
mercy. Let millions and billions of jivas step for-
ward and you will engage all of them. O
Gurudeva, I beg to see the whole world drown-
ing in the ocean of your mercy; let the whole
universe bob and float and drown in the endless
waves of your ecstatic mercy.

O beloved Gurudeva, let our relationship
never be broken! I am your eternal servant, and
you are my eternal master, my only shelter! Let
the full implications of this master-servant rela-
tionship unfold! You are krsna-prestha and I am
hellish and fallen. Now I am begging that you fix
me and fasten me as an atom at your lotus feet.
Your eternal servant,

Hrdayananda dasa Gosvami
GBC—South America
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