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1

Choosing Human and
Animal Lives

om ajiiana-timirandasya jianafjana-$alakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual
master, who has opened my eyes, blinded by the
darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowl-
edge.”

It is customary with this verse to offer obeisances
to the spiritual master who enlightens his disciples
in the matter of transcendental knowledge. The Vedic
process does not involve research work. In mundane
scholarship, we have to show our academic learning
by some research, but the Vedic process is different.
In the Vedic process the research work is already
done; it is complete, and it is simply handed down
by disciplic succession from teacher to student. There
is no question of research work because the instru-
ments and the means with which one conducts such
research work are blunt and imperfect.

At this stage of our material existence, we are con-
ditioned by many laws of nature. All conditioned
souls are subject to four defects due to the imperfec-
tion of their senses. One defect is that the conditioned
soul is certain to commit mistakes. There is no man
who does not commit mistakes. In India, for instance,
Mahatma Gandhi was supposed to be a very great
personality, but he also committed mistakes. Five
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minutes before he came to the meeting at which he
was killed, he was warned by confidential associates
not to go, but he persisted. To commit mistakes is
very natural in the conditioned state of life. Indeed,
the popular saying has arisen: “To err is human.”
Another imperfection of the conditioned soul is
that he is sure to be illusioned. Being illusioned
means accepting something which is not, taking some
phantasmagoria to be factual. Every one of us is
under the impression that we are these bodies, but
actually we are not. Accepting the body to be the
self is called illusion, or maya. The third imperfec-
tion is that conditioned souls have a tendency to
cheat. We have often heard a storekeeper say,
“Because you are my friend, I won’t make any
profit off you.” But in actuality we know that he is
making at least 50% profit. There are so many in-
stances of this cheating propensity. There are also
many examples of teachers who actually know
nothing but put forth theories in words like “per-
haps or “it may be,” while in actuality they are
simply cheating their students. The fourth imperfec-
tion is that the senses of the living entity are not
perfect. Our vision is so limited that we cannot see
very far away nor very near. The eye can see only
under certain conditions, and therefore it is under-
stood that our vision is limited. Similarly, all our
other senses are also limited. It is not possible to
understand the unlimited by these imperfect, limited
senses. The conclusion is that the Vedic process
does not encourage us to endeavor to learn the
Absolute Truth by employing our present senses,
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which are conditioned in so many ways. If we are
to have knowledge, it must come from a superior
source which is not conditioned by these four im-
perfections. That source is Krgna. He is the supreme
authority of Bhagavad-gita, and He is accepted as the
perfect authority by so many saints and sages.

Those who are serious students of Vedic literature
accept authority. Bhagavad-gita, for example, is not
a scholarly presentation which arose out of so much
research work. It is perfect knowledge that was
taught by Lord Krsna to Arjuna on the battlefield
of Kuruksetra, and we receive information from it
that in previous ages Sri Krsna also taught it to the
sun-god Vivasvan, and it was handed down from time
immemorial from Vivasvan by disciplic succession.

imam vivasvate yogam
proktavan aham avyayam

vivasvan manave praha
manur iksvakave "bravit

“The Blessed Lord said: Iinstructed this imperishable
science of yoga to the sun-god Vivasvan, and Vivasvan
instructed it to Manu, the father of mankind, and
Manu in turn instructed it to Iksvaku.” (Bg. 4.1)

If we study Bhagavad-gita according to academic
knowledge or according to our own mental specula-
tion, we are certain to commit mistakes. It is not
possible to understand Bhagavad-gita in this way. It
is necessary to follow carefully in the footsteps of
Arjuna. In previous ages, due to interpretation and
mental speculation, the real purport of Bhagavad-gita
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was lost; therefore Krsna re-established the teachings
by giving them to Arjuna.

evam parampara-praptam
imam rajarsayo viduh
sa kaleneha mahata
yogo nastah parantapa

sa evayam maya te ‘dya
yogah proktah puratanah

bhakto ’si me sakha ceti
rahasyam hy etad uttamam

“This supreme science was thus received through
the chain of disciplic succession, and the saintly
kings understood it in that way. But in course of
time the succession was broken, and therefore the
science as it is appears to be lost. That very ancient
science of the relationship with the Supreme is today
told by Me to you because you are My devotee as
well as My friend; therefore, you can understand the
transcendental mystery of this science.” (Bg. 4.2,3)

Thus whoever follows in the footsteps. of Arjuna,
approaching Krsna in a spirit of devotion, can
understand the purpose of Bhagavad-gita as well as
all other Vedic literatures.

There are four Vedas—Sama, Rk, Yajur and
Atharva, and there are 108 Upanisads, including the
ISopanisad, Katha Upanisad and Taittiriya Upanisad,
as well as the Vedanta-sutra, Sﬁmad-Bhﬁgavatam and
Bhagavad-gita. These literatures are not meant for
any particular class of men but for the totality of



Choosing Human and Animal Lives 5

human society. All societies can take advantage of
Vedic knowledge to perfect human life. As pointed
out before, human life is not meant for sense
gratification, but for understanding God, the universe
and our own identity.

From Vedic literatures we can understand that
this material world is only a partial manifestation of
the complete creation of God. The larger portion of
God’s creation is found in the spiritual world of the
Vaikunthas. Above and beyond this material nature
there is a superior spiritual nature, as Sri Krsna states
in Bhagavad-gita:

bhumir apo ’nalo vayuh
kham mano buddhir eva ca
ahankara ittyam me
bhinna prakrtir astadha

apareyam itas tv anyam
prakrtim viddhi me param

Jjiva-bhutam maha-baho
yayedam dharyate jagat

“Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence, and
false ego—altogether these eight comprise My separ-
ated material energies. Besides this inferior nature,
O mighty Arjuna, there is a superior energy of Mine
which is all living entities who are struggling
with material nature and sustaining the universe.”
(Bg. 7.4,5)

There are many material universes clustered to-
gether, and all these universes constitute the material
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creation. Beyond these clusters of countless material
universes is the spiritual sky, which is also mentioned
in Bhagavad-gita.

na tad bhasayate suryo
na Sasanko na pavakah
yad gatva na nivartante
tad dhama paramam mama

“That abode of Mine is not illumined by the sun or
moon, nor by electricity. And anyone who reaches it
never comes back to this material world.” (Bg. 15.6)

That superior nature which is beyond this material
nature is eternal. There is no history of its ever having
begun; it has neither beginning nor end.

paras tasmat tu bhavo ‘nyo
vyakto vyaktat sanatanah

yah sa sarvesu bhutesu
nasyatsu na vinasyati

avyakto ’ksara ity uktas

tam ahuh paramam gatim
yam prapya na nivartante

tad dhama paramam mama

“There is another, eternal nature, which is transcen-
dental to this manifested and non-manifested matter.
It is supreme and is never annihilated. When all in
this world is annihilated, that part remains as it is.
That supreme status is called unmanifested and in-
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fallible, and is the highest destination. Going there,
one never returns from that, My supreme abode.”

(Bg. 8.20,21)

The Vedic religion, or varpasrama-dharma, is also
called eternal because no one can trace out its be-
ginning. The Christian religion has a history of 2,000
years, and the Mohammedan religion has a history
of 1,300 years, but if we try to trace out the origins
of Vedic religion, we will not be able to find a be-
ginning. Varnasrama-dharma is accepted as the eternal
religion of the living entity.

We often say that God created this material world,
and this means that God existed before the world.
Since the Lord was existing before this material
manifestation, He is not subject to this creation. If
He were subject to the laws of the material world,
how could He have created it? That the Lord is
simultaneously identical with His creation and yet
exists in His completeness apart from it is stated in
Bhagavad-gita.

maya tatam idam sarvam
jagad avyakta-murtina

mat-sthani sarva-bhutani
ma caham tesv avasthitah

na ca mat-sthani bhutani
pasya me yogam aisvaram

bhuta-bhrn na ca bhuta-stho
mamatma bhuta-bhavanah
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“In My transcendental form I pervade all this crea-
tion. All things are resting in Me, but I am not in
them. Again, everything that is created does not rest
on Me. Behold My mystic opulence: Although I am
the maintainer of all living entities, and although 1
am everywhere, still My Self is the very source of
creation.” (Bg. 9.4,5)

Actually we are all spirit souls and are intended to
associate with God in the spiritual sky where there
are innumerable spiritual planets and innumerable
spiritual living entities. However, those who are not
fit to live in that spiritual world are sent to this ma-
terial world. This very idea is expressed by Milton in
Paradise Lost. Although spirit soul, we have volun-
tarily accepted this material body and by accepting
it have also accepted the threefold miseries of mate-
rial nature. Exactly when we accepted it and how we
accepted it cannot be traced out. No one can trace
out the history of when the conditioned soul first
began accepting these material bodies.

At present Darwin’s theory of the evolution of
organic matter is very prominent in institutions of
higher learning, but there is information given in the
Padma Purana and other authoritative scriptures of
the living entities’ spiritual evolution from one
bodily form to another. This Purana informs us that
there are 8,400,000 forms of living entities, 900,000
of which live within water. There are 2,000,000
species amongst plants and vegetables alone. At
present everyone is giving stress to Darwin’s theory,
but in Vedic literature there is immense information
about the different species. Darwin expresses the
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opinion that the species are evolving from lower
forms of life, but this is not the whole truth. The
soul may progress from lower forms to higher forms,
but in the })eginning of creation all species were
created by Sri Krsna, as indicated in Bhagavad-gita.

sarva-bhutani kaunteya
prakrtim yanti mamikam

kalpa-ksaye punas tani
kalpadau visrjamy aham

prakrtim svam avastabhya
visrjami punah punah

bhuta-gramam imam krtsnam
avasar prakrter vasat

“0O son of Kunti, at the end of the millennium every
material manifestation enters unto My nature, and at
the beginning of another millennium, by My potency
I again create. The whole cosmic order is under Me.
By My will is it manifested again and again, and by
My will is it annihilated at the end.” (Bg. 9.7,8)

All of these living entities are subject to the three-
fold miseries, including those miseries pertaining to
the body and mind. Animals cannot understand
that they are suffering, but human beings can. One
who does not know that he is suffering is in animal
consciousness. Animals may be standing behind a
fence to be slaughtered, but they do not understand
this. As human beings, we should be cognizant that
we are suffering the pains of birth, old age, disease
and death and should be inquisitive to know how to
avoid these miseries. We have been suffering from
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the beginning of our birth when as a baby we were
tightly placed for nine months in the womb of a
mother. After birth, suffering continues; although a
mother may take much care for her child, the baby
still cries. Why? Because he is suffering. Either a bug
is biting, or there is a pain in the stomach or some
other malady. Whatever the case, the suffering goes
on. The child also suffers when he is forced to go to
school when he does not want to. The child does
not want to study, but the teacher gives him tasks
anyway. If we carefully analyze our lives, we will
find that they are full of suffering. Generally speak-
ing, conditioned souls are not very intelligent, and
therefore they go on suffering without ever inquir-
ing why. We should understand, however, that this
suffering is there, and if there is a remedy we must
take advantage of it.

The great sage Rsabhadeva instructed his sons in
this way: “My dear boys, in this life you have ac-
quired these beautiful bodies. Now you should know
that they are not meant for sense gratification like
the bodies of hogs and dogs but for spiritual realiza-
tion.” Essentially what Rsabhadeva is saying is that
a life of sense gratification is meant for stool eaters
like hogs, and now that we have a higher form of
life, we should not try to imitate the lower forms.
Recently we were surprised to see, while walking in
Central Park in New York City, that a group of
young American boys and girls were engaged in
worshiping hogs. While we were chanting Hare Krsna,
these groups of youngsters were chanting, “Hog!
Hog! Hog!” They were actually parading with hogs
in Central Park and bowing down before them and
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worshiping them. They actually wanted one hog to
become President, and they wanted the hogs to lead
them. This has gone to such lengths that at one be-in
in Seattle there was a demonstration with hogs in
which the boys and girls undressed themselves and
got in the mud and played with the hogs, and in
this way they were associating with the hogs and
pigs which they worshiped. All this is going on in a
country where the young people have good looking
bodies, a great deal of money and so many other
advantages over the young people of other nations.
The result of gaining all these advantages is that they
have simply taken to hog worship. Such hog worship
was anticipated long, long ago and was described in
Srimad-Bhagavatam, which was compiled at least
5,000 years ago. The point is that a beautiful situa-
tion in life should be utilized for a beautiful end,
not for degraded forms of worship.

In the Vedic histories we find that there were
many, many exalted emperors and kings who prac-
ticed austerities and penances. Dhruva Maharaja,
Ambariga Maharaja and Yudisthira Maharaja were
all great kings and were most opulent, but at the
same time they were great sages. Thus they set the
example for those who have acquired this good
opportunity of a beautiful human form of life with
all the facilities for economic development and good
living. This opportunity should be used to attain an
even better life, and this can be actualized by prac-
tice of penance. At present we are existing in these
material bodies, but if we take to the process of
Krsna consciousness, our consciousness will be pur-
ified. Although American and European, the young
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students who are voluntarily practicing Krsna con-
sciousness are very pleased to practice it. The process
is not troublesome but pleasing. Now they are
realizing that purified existence constitutes the dif-
ference between animal life and human life.

If we purify our existence simply by following
the basic regulations of Krsna consciousness, which
involve abstaining from illicit sexual connection,
meat-—eating, intoxication and gambling, we will
gradually rise to attain our spiritual existence, which
is completely pure. The sage Rsabhadeva told his
sons that once they purified their existence they
would have unlimited happiness. We are all intended
to attain peace and happiness, but whatever peace
and happiness we find in this material world is
limited. If we but purify our existence and attain
spiritual existence, we will experience unlimited
peace and happiness.

The spiritual world is not dry or abstract; as
pointed out before, there is variegatedness there. A
part of the spiritual pleasure experienced in the
Vaikunthas is the pleasure of dancing. There are
also young girls and young boys there. Indeed, there
is no such thing as old age, or disease, or death, or
the pains of birth. If we want to participate in the
unlimited happiness, knowledge and eternal life
which constitute our actual heritage in the spiritual
world, we should not waste this life by working hard
for sense gratification and worshiping hogs. We
should accept a life devoted to the cultivation of
Krsna consciousness, and then we will get unlimited
happiness and unlimited pleasure. This is the sum
and substance of the Krsna consciousness movement.
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Hard Struggle for
Happiness

In the revealed scriptures the Supreme Lord is
described as sac-cid-ananda-vigraha. Sat means eter-
nal, cit means fully cognizant, ananda means joyful,
and vigraha means that He is a person.Thus the Lord,
or the Supreme Godhead, who is one without a
second, is a fully cognizant and eternally joyful
personality with a full sense of His identity. No one
is equal to Him or greater than Him. This is a concise
description of the Supreme Lord.

The living entities (jivas) are minute samples of
the Supreme Lord, and being so they therefore find
in their activities the desire for eternal existence, for
complete knowledge, and for happiness. These de-
sires are evident in human society, and in the upper
planetary systems (Svargaloka, Janaloka, Tapoloka,
Maharloka, Brahmaloka, etc.) the living entities enjoy
a longer duration of life, an increased amount of
knowledge, and a generally more blissful existence.
But even in the highest planet in this material world,
where the duration of life and standard of enjoy-
ment are thousands and thousands of times greater
than those on earth, there is still old age, disease and
death. Consequently the level of enjoyment is insig-
nificant in comparison to the eternal bliss enjoyed
in the company of the Supreme Lord. Loving service
to the Supreme Lord in different relationships
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makes even the enjoyment of impersonal Brahman
as insignificant as a drop of water in comparison to
the ocean.

Every living being desires the topmost level of
enjoyment in this material world, and yet everyone
is unhappy here. This unhappiness is present on all
the higher planets, despite a longer lifespan, higher
standards of enjoyment and comfort. That is due to
the law of material nature. We can increase the
duration of life and standard to the highest capacity,
and yet by the law of material nature we will be
unhappy. The reason for this is that the quality of
happiness which is suitable for our constitution is
different from the happiness which is derived from
material activities. The living entity is a minute
particle of the superior spiritual energy of the Lord,
which is sac-cid-ananda-vigraha, and therefore he has
the necessary propensity for joy which is spiritual in
quality. Unfortunately for him, he is trying vainly to
attain his enjoyment from the foreign atmosphere
of material nature.

A fish that is taken out of the water cannot be
happy by any arrangement on land. He must be
supplied with water. In the same way, the minute
sac-cid-ananda living entity cannot be really happy
through any amount of planning conceived by his
illusioned brain in this material universe. He must
therefore be given a different type of happiness
which is spiritual in essence. Our ambition should be
aimed at enjoying spiritual bliss and not this tempo-
rary happiness. Some philosophers claim that spiri-
tual bliss is attained by negating material happiness
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and material existence. Theoretical negation of
material activities as propounded by Sripada Sarikar-
acarya may be effective for an insignificant section
of mankind, but the best and surest way for everyone
to attain spiritual bliss was propounded by Lord
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu by means of devotional
activities. These devotional activities can change the
very face of material nature.

Hankering after material happiness is called lust,
and lusty activities are sure to meet with frustration
in the long run. The body of a snake is very cool,
but if a man, wanting to enjoy this coolness, garlands
himself with a venomous snake, he will surely be
killed by the snake’s venomous bite. The material
senses are compared to snakes;indulgence in material
happiness will surely kill our spiritual identity. There-
fore a sane man should be ambitious to find the real
source of happiness.

In order to find this source, however, we need
some knowledge of what that happiness is. There is
the story of the foolish man who had no experience
with sugar cane. When he asked his friend about the
characteristics of sugar cane, he was imperfectly
informed that sugar cane resembles the shape of a
bamboo stick. Consequently he began trying to ex-
tract juice from bamboo sticks, but naturally he was
baffled in his attempts. This is the situation with the
illusioned living entity who, in his search for eternal
happiness, tries to extract happiness from this mate-
rial world, which is not only full of miseries but is
also transient and flickering. In Bhagavad-gita the
material world is described as being full of miseries.
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abrahma-bhuvanal lokah
punar avartino ‘rjuna

mam upetya tu kaunteya
punar janma na vidyate

“From the highest planet in the material world, down
to the lowest, all are places of misery, where repeat-
ed birth and death take place. But one who attains
to My abode, O son of Kunti, never takes birth
again.” (Bg. 8.16)

The ambition for happiness is natural and good,
but the attempt to derive it from inert matter by
so-called scientific arrangementsis an illusory attempt
doomed to frustration. Those who are befooled
cannot understand this. How a person is driven by
the lust for material happiness is also described in
Bhagavad-gita.

idam adya maya labdham
imam prapsye manoratham

idam astidam api me
bhavisyati punar dhanam

“The demoniac person thinks: ‘So much wealth do
I have today, and I will gain more according to my
schemes. So much is mine now, and it will increase
in the future, more and more.”” (Bg. 16.13)

This atheistic or godless civilization is a huge
affair contrived for the gratification of our senses,
and now we are all mad after money in order to
maintain this empty shell. Money is sought after by
everyone because that is the medium of exchange
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for objects for sense gratification. Obviously the
expectation of peace in such an atmosphere of gold
rush pandemonium is a utopian dream. As long as
there is the slightest tinge of sense gratification or
desire for sense gratification, peace will remain far,
far away. This is because by nature we are all eternal
servants of the Supreme Lord and therefore cannot
enjoy anything for our personal interests. It is there-
fore necessary for us to learn how to employ our
senses in the transcendental service of the Lord, and
to utilize everything to serve His interest. This alone
can bring about much desired peace. A part of the
body cannot in itself be independently happy. It can
only derive its happiness and pleasure out of serving
the entire body. The Supreme Lord is the whole, and
we are the parts, but we are all busily engaged in
activities of self-interest. No one is prepared to serve
the Lord. This is the basic cause for our conditioning
in material existence and for our resultant unhappi-
ness.

From the highest executive in his skyscraper office
down to the coolie in the street—all are working with
the thought of accumulating wealth, legally or
illegally. Actually it is all illegal, for to work for
one’s self-interest is both unlawful and destructive.
Even the cultivation of spiritual realization for one’s
own self-interest is unlawful and destructive. The
point is that all activities must be directed to the
satisfaction of Krsna and His service.

Those who are not engaged in the transcendental
loving service of the Supreme Lord wrongfully think
that they are accumulating so much money day
after day.
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asa-pasa-satair baddhah
kama-krodha-parayanah

thante kama-bhogartham
anyayenartha-saficayan

“Being bound by hundreds and thousands of desires,
by lust and anger, they secure money by illegal
means for sense gratification.” (Bg. 16.12)

Consequently, although there is no lack of money
in the world, there is a scarcity of peace. So much
human energy is being diverted to making money,
for the general population has increased its capacity
to make more and more dollars, but in the long run
the result is that this unrestricted and unlawful
monetary inflation has created a bad economy all
over the world and has provoked us to manufacture
huge and costly weapons to destroy the very result
of such cheap money-making. The leaders of the
big money-making countries are not really enjoying
peace but are making plans to save themselves from
imminent destruction by nuclear weapons. In fact,
huge sums of money are being thrown into the sea
by way of experiments with these dreadful weapons.
Such experiments are being carried out not only at
huge costs but also at the cost of many lives. In this
way the nations are being bound by the laws of
karma. When men are motivated by the impulse for
sense gratification, whatever money is earned is
spoiled, being spent for the destruction of the human
race. The energy of the human race is thus wasted
by the laws of nature because of man’s aversion to
the Lord, who is actually the proprietor of all
energies.
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Wealth is worshiped and is referred to as Mother
Laksmi, or the goddess of fortune. It is her position
to serve Lord Narayana, the source of all the naras,
or living beings. The naras are also meant to serve
Narayana under the guidance of the goddess of
fortune. The living being cannot enjoy the goddess
of fortune without serving Narayana, and therefore
whoever desires to enjoy her wrongly will be punished
by the laws of nature. These laws will make certain
that the money itself will bring about destruction in-
stead of peace and prosperity.

Unlawfully accumulated money is now being
snatched from miserly citizens by various methods
of state taxation for the future civil and international
war fund, which is spending money in a wasteful and
destructive manner. The citizens are no longer
satisfied with just enough money to maintain a family
nicely and cultivate spiritual knowledge, both of
which are essential in human life. Now everyone
wants money unlimitedly to satisfy insatiable desires.
In proportion to the people’s unlawful desires, their
accumulated money is taken away by the agents of
illusory energy in the shape of medical practitioners,
lawyers, tax collectors, societies, constitutions, so-
called holy men, famines, earthquakes, and many
similar calamities. One miser who hesitated to pur-
chase a copy of Back to Godhead spent $2,000 for
a week’s supply of medicine and then died. Another
man who refused to spend a cent for the service of
the Lord wasted thousands of dollars in a legal suit
between the members of his home. There are
innumerable similar instances occasioned by the
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dictation of illusory nature. Indeed, that is the law
of nature; if money is not devoted to the service of
the Lord, it must be spent as spoiled energy in the
form of legal problems or diseases. Foolish people do
not have the eyes to see such facts; therefore the
laws of the Supreme Lord befool them.

The laws of nature do not allow us to accept
more money than is required for proper mainten-
ance. There is ample arrangement by the law of
nature to provide every living being with his due
share of food and shelter, but the insatiable lusts of
human beings have disturbed the arrangement set
forth by the Almighty Father of all species of life.
By the arrangement of the Supreme Lord, there is
an ocean of salt because salt is so necessary for the
living being. God has, in the same manner, arranged
for sufficient air and light, which are also essential.
Anyone can collect any amount of salt from the
natural storehouse, but constitutionally we cannot
take more salt than what we need. If we take more
salt, we spoil the broth, and if we take less salt our
food becomes tasteless. On the other hand, if we
take only what we require, our food is tasty and we
are healthy. Presently there is a great deal of concern
over the fact that our natural resources are becoming
polluted and exhausted. Actually there is ample
supply, but due to misuse and greed everything is
being spoiled. What conservationists and ecologists
do not understand is that everything will continue
to be spoiled by the insatiable lusts of mankind un-
less this Krsna consciousness process is taken up. It
is impossible to have peace on any platform of exis-
tence without Krsna consciousness.
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Man is therefore suffering due to his insatiable
desires and lusts. Not only is man suffering, but the
planet on which he resides, his mother earth, repre-
sented in Srimad-Bhagavatam by mother cow, is also
suffering. Once a well-known svami in India was
asked whether God or providence is responsible for
the sufferings of humanity. The svami replied that
these sufferings were all God’s pastimes or lila. The
questioner continued to ask why a living entity
should be put under the dictations of the law of
karma. The svami could not answer these questions
to the satisfaction of his inquirers. The monists and
impersonalists who think only in terms of the one-
ness of the living entities with the Supreme Lord
cannot give satisfactory answers to such questions.
Such an imperfect reply can hardly satisfy the heart
of a living entity.

The Lord is described in all scriptures as lila-
purusottama, or the Personality of Godhead, who is
by His own nature always engaged in transcendental
pastimes. In the Veddnta-siitra He is also described
as anandamayo ‘bhyasat. The monists and imperson-
alists try with great difficulty to explain this sutra in
diverse ways in order to support their imperfect
theory of oneness and impersonality. However, the
fact remains that ananda, pleasure, cannot be enjoyed
alone. That variety is the mother of enjoyment is a
well-known fact. Cities, for instance, are known to
be attractive if they contain a variety of things.
Living entities are naturally attracted by variety, by
attractive streets, buildings, cinemas, parks, convey-
ances, businesses, employments, foodstuffs, etc.
Despite all this variety, the English poet Cowper once
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said, “The city is made by man, but the country is
made by God.” The countryside is also full of
natural variegatednessin a crude form, whereas in the
city this variegatedness is displayed in a modernized
scientific manner. Poets like Cowper are attracted to
the variegatedness of the country, and prosaic people
who live in the city are attracted by the colorful
varieties manufactured by man. In any case, it is
variegatedness which attracts people both to the
country and the city. This is the proper explanation
of the verse of the Vedanta-siitra.

Many so-called svamis who are so frequently
attracted by the cities often seek a kind of pleasure
in society and feminine friendship. Generally they
are not attracted by the natural beauty of the woods,
although they may assume the dress of a man who
is meant to live in the woods. Such svamis are seek-
ing varieties of enjoyment in matter because they
have no information of the variegatedness of spiritual
life. On the one hand they enjoy variegatedness in
matter, and on the other they deny spiritual
variegatedness to the Absolute. Because they are
pledged to the theory of monism and impersonal-
ism, they deny that whatever pertains to matter can
pertain also to spirit. According to them, spirit is the
denial of matter. The fact is, however, that spirit is
not a negation of matter, but matter is a perverted
reflection of spirit.

The real pleasure of variety exists in spirit without
deluding relativity. On the other hand, inert matter,
in association with dynamic spirit, manifests a false
representation or a perverted reflection of that very
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spiritual variegatedness which is so adamantly denied
by the monist class of so-called svamis.

As stated before, the Supreme Lord is sac-cid-
ananda-vigraha, joyful by nature, and therefore He
expands Himself by His different energies, parts,
and differentiated and plenary portions. The Supreme
Lord is the Absolute Truth, and He is one without a
second, but He also includes His diverse energies,
parts, and plenary portions which are simultaneously
one with and different from Him. Because He is
joyful by nature, He expands Himself in diverse ways,
and the activities of these expansions are called His
transcendental pastimes or His lila. These pastimes,
however, are not blind and inert; they exhibit full
sense, independence, and freedom of action and
reaction. The complexities of the actions and the
reactions of the diverse energies of the Absolute
Truth constitute the subject matter of a vast science
called the transcendental science of God, and the
Bhagavad-gita is the ABC or primary book of knowl-
edge for students interested in that science. Every
intelligent human being should become interested in
this transcendental science; indeed, according to the
opinions of the sages, human life is only meant for
learning this science. The opening words of the
Vedanta-sitra proclaim: “Now is the time to inquire
about Brahman.”

Human life by nature is full of suffering, and
lower life forms are even more miserable. Any sane
man with properly discriminating senses can under-
stand that life in the material world is full of miseries
and that no one is free from the actions and reactions
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of such miseries. This is not a pessimistic view of
life but is an actual fact which we should not be
blind to. The miseries of life are divided into three
categories, namely miseries arising from the body
and mind, miseries arising from other living entities,
and miseries arising due to natural calamities. A
sane man must look to eliminate these miseries and
thereby become happy in life. We are all trying to
achieve peace and freedom from these miseries, at
least unconsciously, and in the higher intellectual
circles there are attempts to get rid of these miseries
by ingenious plans and designs. But the power that
baffles all the plans and designs of even the most
intelligent person is the power of Maya devi, or the
illusory energy. The law of karma, or the result of all
actions and reactions in the material world, is con-
trolled by this all-powerful illusory energy. The
activities of this energy function according to
principles and regulations, and they act consciously
under the direction of the Supreme Lord. Every-
thing is done by nature in full consciousness; noth-
ing is blind or accidental. This material energy is also
called Durga, which indicates that it is a force which
is very difficult to surpass. No one can surpass the
laws of Durga by any amount of childish plans.

To get rid of the sufferings of humanity is
simultaneously a very difficult and also a very easy
affair. As long as the conditioned souls, who are
themselves bound up by the laws of nature, manu-
facture plans to get rid of the three miseries, there
will be no solution. The only effective solutions are
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those mentioned in Bhagavad-gita, and we have to
adopt them in our practical lives for our own benefit.
The three miseries of material nature are not found
in the pastimes of the Supreme Lord. As mentioned
before, He is eternally joyful, and His transcendental
pastimes are not different from Him. Because He is
the Absolute Truth, His name, fame, form, qualities
and pastimes are all identical with Him. His pastimes,
therefore, cannot be equated with the sufferings of
humanity as the so-called svami contends. The
pastimes of the Supreme Lord are transcendental to
the actual miseries and sufferings of human beings.

The sufferings of humanity are caused by the
misuse of the discriminative power or the little
independence which is given to individual souls.
The fraudulent svamis or mental speculators,in order
to remain consistent with the theory of monism,
must pass off the miseries of mankind as the pas-
times of God, but actually these miseries are only
the enforced punishments of Maya devi inflicted
upon the misguided conditioned souls.

As living entities, we are part and parcel of the
Supreme Lord. Indeed, we actually belong to His
superior energy. As such, we may join His transcen-
dental pastimes in our unconditioned state of life,
but as long as we are conditioned by the laws of
karma, in contact with the inferior energy, our
sufferings are our own creations, born of a gross
misuse of our little independence. The impersonalist
monists only misguide people by contending that
the threefold miseries are a part of the Lord’s pas-
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times. Such impersonalists and monists have mis-
guided their followers because they incorrectly think
that the Supreme Lord and the individual souls are
equal in all respects. True, the individual souls are
equal in quality with the Supreme Lord, but notin
quantity. If the individual soul were quantitatively
equal to the Supreme Lord, he would have never
been subjected to the laws of material nature.
Material nature is subordinate to the will of the
Supreme Lord, and therefore He cannot be subjected
to the laws of material nature. It is contradictory
for the Lord to be subjected to the laws of His own
inferior energy.

mattah paratarar nanyat
kificid asti dhanaiijaya

mayi sarvam idari protam
siitre mani-gand iva

“O conquerer of wealth (Arjuna), there is no truth
superior to Me. Everything rests upon Me, as pearls
are strung on a thread.” (Bg. 7.7)

Again, Sri Krsna states:

tribhir gunamayair bhavair.
ebhih sarvam idam jagat
mohitarn nabhijanati
mam ebhyah param avyayam
“Deluded by the three modes (goodness, passion,

and ignorance), the whole world does not know Me
who am above them and inexhaustible.”” (Bg. 7.13)
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The individual souls, who are put into the miser-
ies of the material world, are suffering the resultant
reactions of their unsanctioned activities. This is the
verdict of Bhagavad-gita.

tan aham dvisatah kruran
samsaresu naradhaman

ksipamy ajasram asubhan
asurisv eva yonisu

“Envious, mischievous, the lowest of mankind, these
do I ever put back into the ocean of material exis-
tence, into various demoniac species of life.” (Bg.
16.19)

The parts and parcels are meant to serve the whole,
and when they misuse their independence they are
subject to the miseries of the laws of matter, just as
criminals are subject to police action. The state con-
siders its citizens to be its parts and parcels, and
when a citizen misuses his relative independence, the
state puts him under police authority. The life of a
citizen outside the prison and the life of a citizen
within the prison are not the same. Similarly, the
sufferings of the living entities within the prison of
material nature cannot be equated with the pastimes
of the Supreme Lord which exist in the absolute
freedom of sac-cid-ananda.

No government wants its citizens to act in such a
way that they must go to prison and suffer tribu-
lations. The prisonhouse is undoubtedly constructed
by the state government, but this does not mean
that the government is anxious for its citizens to be
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put into it. Indirectly, the disobedient citizens force
the government to construct the prisonhouse. It is
not done for the pleasure of the government, which
has to spend a great deal of money in constructing
and maintaining it. On the contrary, the government
would be very glad to demolish prisons altogether
provided that there are no disobedient citizens in the
state. In the same way, this material world is created
by the Supreme Lord, but the Supreme Lord does
not will that living entities be put in it. The living
entities themselves make that decision. The residents
of this material world are therefore different from
those who are eternally engaged in the transcendental
pastimes of the Supreme Lord.

The impersonal monists have no information of
full-fledged independent life in the eternal spiritual
realm. According to them, the spiritual realm is
simply void. This is like prisoners thinking that there
is no life outside the prison. Life outside of a prison
is certainly free from prison activities, but is not
devoid of activity. The soul is by nature eternally
active, but the impersonalists try to negate the
activities of the soul in the spiritual realm. Thus they
misunderstand the miseries of prison life to be the
pastimes of the Supreme Lord. This is due to their
poor fund of knowledge.

The Supreme Lord never creates the actions and
reactions of an individual soul. In Bhagavad-gita this
matter is clearly defined in the following way:

na kartrtvam na karmani
lokasya srjati prabhuh
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na karma-phala-samyogam
svabhavas tu pravartate

nadatte kasyacit papam
na caiva sukrtam vibhuh
ajiianenavrtam jiianam
tena muhyanti jantavah
“The embodied spirit, master of the city of his body,
does not create activities, nor does he induce people
lo act, nor does he create the fruits of action. All
this is enacted by the modes of material nature.
Nor does the Supreme Spirit assume anyone’s sinful
or pious activities. Embodied beings, however, are
bewildered because of the ignorance which covers
their real knowledge.” (Bg. 5.14-15)

It is clear from these passages that the sufferings
of humanity are not to be equated with the pastimes
of the Supreme Being, nor is the Supreme Being
responsible for them. The Lord is never responsible
for anyone’s vices or virtues. By vicious actions, we
are put into more and more distressful conditions,
whereas by pious actions we place ourselves on the
path of happiness. Thus man is the architect of his
own material distress or happiness. The Lord does
not want the living entity to become entangled in the
reactions of activities, be they good or bad. He simply
wants everyone to go back home, back to Godhead.
As long as we are not awakened to our pure eternal
relation with God, we are certainly bewildered in our
actions. Our actions, in respect to right and wrong,
are ail performed on the platform of ignorance. We
must rise to the platform of pure knowledge, which
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is the pure realization that we are the eternal servitors
of the Supreme Lord and enjoyers of His transcen-
dental pastimes. The Supreme Lord is the master-
enjoyer of those pastimes, and we are the servitor-
enjoyers.

Transcendental knowledge is only attainable by
transcendental devotional service, as described in
Bhagavad-gita.

tesam satata-yuktanam
bhajatam priti-purvakam

dadami buddhi-yogam tam
yena mam upayanti te

“To those who are constantly devoted and worship
Me with love, I give the understanding by which they
can come to Me.” (Bg. 10.10)

By rendering such devotional service only, and
not by merely acquiring a bulk of discriminative
knowledge, can we know the Supreme Lord as He is.
When we know the Personality of Godhead in
reality, we can then enter into His pastimes. That is
the verdict of all revealed scriptures.
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Toward a Peaceful
Society

$§ri bhagavan uvaca

idam sariram kaunteya
ksetram ity abhidhiyate

etad yo vetti tam prahuh
ksetrajiia iti tad-vidah

“The Supreme Lord said: This body, O son of Kunti,
is called the field, and one who knows this body is
called the knower of the field.” (Bg. 13.2)

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is
instructing Arjuna about the knowledge of ksetra
and ksetrajiia. Ksetra refers to the field, which is the
body, and ksetrajiia refers to the knower of the
field, who is the individual soul. If land is to be
cultivated, there must be some cultivator, and if this
body, which is likened unto a field, is to be cultivated,
there must be a proprietor who can cultivate it. Now
we have these material bodies, and it is our duty to
cultivate them properly. That cultivation is called
akarma, or work. A person may come to our place
with a hoe to cultivate land, or he may come to
simply drink coffee or tea. We have been given this
particular type of body to cultivate and to attain
required sense objects according to our desires. This
body is a gift from God. God is very kind, and if
someone wants something from Him, He allows it.
“All right,” He says. “Take this.” His relationship to
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us is just like the relationship of a father to a son.
The son may insist upon getting something from the
father, and the father may try to convince him that
what he wants is not for his good, saying, “My dear
son, don’t touch this. This is not good for you.” But
when the boy insists upon it, the father will allow
him to have it. The affectionate father gives the son
jus